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By Lisa Gervais
The province announced Dec. 8 it is giving the tourism 
organization representing the Haliburton Highlands to 
the Ottawa Valley region $350,000 in new funding to 
combat the effects of COVID-19.

Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries, Lisa MacLeod, made the announcement for 
RTO 11. MPP for Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock, 
Laurie Scott attended the online event. 

MacLeod visited the Highlands July 9 and although 
a funding announcement was expected then, RTO 8 
received $1.4 million later in the day during a press 
conference in Bobcaygeon.

The new funding is in addition to $2.9 million that 
has already come to the region, including $734,000 for 
SIRCH’s bistro café and market and operating money 
for the Haliburton Highlands Museum, Minden Hills 
Museum, and the Haliburton County Public Library. 

MacLeod, who lives in Ottawa, said in part, “I know 
that our sectors were hit first, hardest and will take the 
longest to recover as a result of COVID-19.”

She said the money for RTO 11 is so “they can engage 
and support hyper-local tourism activities within the 
region in order to position us for a comeback for the 
year of the staycation in 2021.”

She added “it’s about community. It’s about where we 
live. It’s about pride of place and pride of people.”

Scott said, “Tourism is so important up where we 
live.” She said while operators have been able to 
pivot well in rural areas, “we know this is an ongoing 
struggle.” However, she said there is hope with a 
vaccine on the horizon, with this funding “to help 
organizations bridge to that better time we know 
will come.” Executive director of the OHTO, Nicole 
Whiting, said while some operators have had their best 
years ever, others are struggling. 

“Of course, the devastating impact this crisis has had 
on our sector is significant,” she said in welcoming 
the funding. However, she added they’re confident of 
coming out of the crisis stronger than ever.

Tourism gets 
$350,000 gift 
from province

The magic of Christmas: Ava Woodard, 4, waves at an elf during the Rotary Club of Haliburton’s Christmas party Dec. 
5 at Curry Chevrolet Buick GMC Ltd. See more photos on page 21. Photo by Hannah Sadlier. 
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 YOUR HEARING IS IMPORTANT
STEP #1: Get your baseline Our testing is FREE

STEP #2: Is there a medical solution?

STEP #3: Will amplifi cation help? FREE 30 day trial

CALL 705-286-6001
Ask us about Starkey's award winning technology!

25 Hops Drive, Haliburton. 
705-457-2022 • www.cordellcarpet.ca

WISHING 
YOU A 

Warm & 
Happy 

Holiday 
Season!

YOUR HOME AND COTTAGE 
FINISHING CENTER

  192 HIGHLAND STREET          CAPTURINGEDEN.COM
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By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter
The province increased COVID 
restrictions in the Haliburton, 
Kawartha, Pine Ridge (HKPR) District 
Health Unit Dec. 7 in response to a 
surge of cases.

The province moved the district from 
the laxest rating, Green-Prevent, up 
to Yellow-Protect under its COVID-
19 recovery framework. The change 
brings enhanced enforcement, fines 
and education to limit spread, with 
more public health measures in higher-
risk settings.

HKPR medical officer of health, 
Dr. Lynn Noseworthy, said in a press 
release the change is not surprising.

“We are seeing more COVID-19 
activity in our region,” Noseworthy 
said. “The new measures in the yellow 
level are not much different than 
what we currently have in place but 
will enhance our ability to slow the 
spread.” 

There are no confirmed active 
cases in Haliburton as of Dec. 9, but 
incidences have spiked elsewhere 
in the district, with 29 active in 
Northumberland and six in Kawartha 
Lakes.

According to the health unit, key 
changes under the new restrictions 
include restaurants and bars closing 
at midnight, a limit of six people 
at a table in restaurants, gyms and 
fitness clubs increasing spacing, 
eateries collecting contact information 
for dine-in patrons and businesses 
completing COVID-19 safety plans.

“Local businesses and organizations 
have done an excellent job following 
the public health measures,” 
Noseworthy said. “It’s important 
we continue to work together with 
our business community to ensure 
a smooth transition to the new 
restrictions.” 

Haliburton Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce executive director, Jennifer 
Locke, said the new restrictions do 
not impact most of her members. 
But she added uncertainty about 
future restrictions is difficult and 

many entrepreneurs are experiencing 
COVID fatigue.

“It’s hard for them to figure out the 
rules because again, they’re somewhat 
ambiguous,” she said.

The local health unit will stay at 
yellow level for a minimum of 28 
days.

“We all need to continue doing our 
part so we can quickly get back to 
green,” Noseworthy said.

HHHS bracing  
for surge
Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) president and CEO Carolyn 
Plummer said Dec. 4 they are 
renovating the Minden hospital in case 
of a local surge of COVID-19 cases.

“These enhancements, which will 
make it easier and more sustainable 
to provide acute care in the Minden 
facility if that is needed,” Plummer 
said, adding changes include 

increasing handwashing stations, 
washrooms and adding a magnetic 
locking door system.

She said HHHS remains ready for a 
surge of local cases.

“This includes more in-patient 
capacity, with two additional beds in 
our regular unit and four additional 
beds in another area of the Haliburton 
facility, along with space for seven 
beds in the renovated space in the 
Minden facility. This means we would 
have a total of 28 in-patient/acute 
beds.”

With more cottagers and snowbirds 
staying over the winter, Plummer 
said they are expecting the volume of 
patients this winter to be similar to the 
summer.

“We do have additional staffing in 
place, similar to what is needed over 
the summer, and a back-up system 
in place for additional physician 
support if volumes are higher than 
anticipated.”

Province ups local COVID restrictions

The district is going into a higher level of COVID-19 restrictions, but confirmed 
cases are still low in Haliburton County. File photo. 

Have you been naughty?

EYE EXAMS
AVAILABLE705-286-0727

12621 Hwy 35 Minden I 705-286-0727
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Make 
a Wise 
Choice. PROFESSIONALS NORTH

BROKERAGE Independently Owned and Operated

• Great starter or Investment

• Large eat-in kitchen

• Separate living room/ 2 bedrooms

• Family room + laundry on lower level

MINDEN VALUE $229,900

• 2 bedrooms
• 2 Washrooms
• Private corner lot

• Open Concept
• Needs some TLC 
• 3 season sunroom with pine trim

HUNTER CREEK $159,000

• Wonderful 3 bedroom bungalow on almost 10 acres, 
backing onto Crown Land, only 15 minutes to Minden

• Huge Country kitchen, Large Master walk out to deck

• Garage/Workshop 32x24- insulated and ideal for all of 
your toys, Charming Log Bunkie 12x12

10 ACRES IN MINDEN $449,000

• Surrounded by over 3000 acres of Crown land on 
dead-end road

• 2 storey, 3 bedrooms, 3 washrooms

• Master bedroom with ensuite
• Lots of recent renovations

100 ACRES PRIVATE $590,000

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

By Lisa Gervais
The Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MECP) is looking 
into a blast Dec. 2 in Algonquin Highlands 
that reportedly damaged some homes and 
had some residents thinking there’d been an 
earthquake.

Residents experienced a large rumbling 
about 2 p.m.

MECP spokesman, Chris Johnston, said 
Dec. 4 there was a blast at the Francis 
Thomas Contracting (FTC) quarry on 
Highway 35 in the township. He said it 
wasn’t FTC that blasted but subcontractors, 
Fowler Construction and Austin Powder 
Ltd. 

He said the blast exceeded the ministry’s 
applicable noise limits. 

“The blasting company reported the 
incident to the ministry,” Johnston said.

“Members of the public also contacted the 
ministry reporting property damage. The 
ministry is working to ensure the quarry 
owner and its contractors take appropriate 
action to address the public’s concerns and 
to ensure similar incidents do not occur in 
the future.”  

Johnston said the ministry is working 
to determine the cause of the blasting 
noise limit exceedance and address 
public concerns. He said it is too early 
to determine the results of the ministry’s 
review and assessment of the incident.

“We are requiring that the company 

conduct inspections of the reported damage 
to determine what steps are necessary to 
restore the property. The ministry will 
monitor the progress of these inspections 
and ensure that the parties involved take 
appropriate action.”

Algonquin Highlands Mayor Carol 
Moffatt posted to her Facebook page shortly 
after the blast.

She said she made some quick calls 
and was advised the blast occurred in the 
aggregate pit on North Shore Road. 

“Although notifying the broader 
community is not required under the Act, 
Francis Thomas Contracting has historically 
notified the township and we, in turn, put 
out public notice. It doesn’t appear there 
was any notification today [Dec. 2],” she 
said. 

She said after speaking with Francis 
Thomas Contracting and Fowler 
Construction, “we will be seeking better 
and more appropriate notification going 
forward.”

Resident Cheryl Richman wrote on the 
mayor’s Facebook page, “I have someone 
coming to check on my home as I am 
concerned about structural damage due 
to the violent shaking caused by the 
shockwaves from the blast. There should 
be limits on the strength of dynamite being 
used near residences.”

Elaine Smith added, “we are directly 
across from North Shore Road, on Beech 
Lake. We thought the earth had moved.”

Ministry investigates blast 
at Algonquin Highlands pit

A blast shook residents of Algonquin Highlands Dec. 2. Flikr.

192 HIGHLAND STREET
CAPTURINGEDEN.COM
 

ONTARIO RETAIL
CANNABIS STORE
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RIVERVIEW PINE SOFA 
Reg. $1999  NOW $1499

RIVERVIEW PINE LOVESEAT 
Reg $1799  NOW $1299

PINE STORAGE COFFEE TABLE 
Reg $699  NOW $499

All available in any stain and many designer fabrics to choose from

Available in Maple
Available 
in Maple

Many Bases 
Available

Built By

7’ PINE DISTRESSED 
TABLE  

with Trestle Base
Reg. $2099 • NOW $1579 

5’ PINE RUSTIC  
BUFFET & HUTCH 
Reg. $2499 • NOW $1799 

4’ BUFFET & HUTCH 
Live Edge Top

Reg. $2499 • NOW $1799

6’ LIVE EDGE  
HARVEST TABLE 

With Trestle Base w/12” End Extension 
Reg. $2499 • NOW $1999

Built By

Many Designer Fabrics &  
Stain Choices To Choose From!

WHY PAY RETAIL, BUY DIRECTLY FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Be Sure To Follow 
Us On-Line!

HOURS OF 
OPERATION  
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun: 10:30am-3:30pm

HOURS OF 
OPERATION  
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun: 10:30am-3:30pm

705-286-3167  •  94 Bobcaygeon Road  •  DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

705-286-3167  •  94 Bobcaygeon Road  •  DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

We Carry ALL Canadian-Made Products!We Carry ALL Canadian-Made Products!
All Wood Items Are Built  

Right Here in Haliburton County!
WE BUILD IN PINE, MAPLE, OAK OR YOUR CHOICE OF WOOD!

All Wood Items Are Built  
Right Here in Haliburton County!

WE BUILD IN PINE, MAPLE, OAK OR YOUR CHOICE OF WOOD!

– Canadian Made – 

QUEEN MATTRESS  
& BOXSPRING SET

Sleepking 800 Pocket Coil  
Foam Encased  

Other Sizes Available at Similar Savings! 

LAKESIDE SOFA 
Reg. $1999 • NOW $1479 

CHAIR 
Reg $1499 • NOW $1079 

Many designer fabrics  
to choose from!

ON SALE $899!!Regular Price: $1399

While 

quantitie
s 

last!

While 

quantitie
s 

last!

LAKESIDE  
LIVE EDGE SERIES

SOFA 
Reg. $2499 NOW $1879! 

LOVESEAT 
Reg. $2399 NOW $1779! 

CHAIR 
Reg. $1899 NOW $1379! 

QUEEN RUSTIC 
BED W/STORAGE 

DRAWERS 
Regular Price: $2999 

NOW $2279 
Available in many size & stain choices.  

RUSTIC CHEST 
NOW $979!

~Riverview’s Own ~

PINE BUNKBED! 
Available in many different 

configurations and stain choices! 

SINGLE OVER DOUBLE 
Reg. $1699 NOW $1279 

TRUNDLE NOW $479! 
7’ BOAT SHELF $579! 

Any colour choice!

SOLID PINE DINING TABLE 
with Maple Shaker Chairs
Available in any size with many  

stain choices to choose from! 

PINE LIVING ROOM SUITE 
All Built by Riverview & All On Sale!

Built By Built By

Built By

Sectionals & Sofa Beds Available! 

Available in many different configurations

Matching Pieces Available!
We Carry Hemp Mattresses!

Designer Consultant Available to Come to Your Home  
and Assist with Flooring & Furniture Decorating Ideas. 

FREE SHOP 
@ Home Services

Made In Canada Made In Canada Made In Canada

Embassy Sleep

6” FOAM 
MATTRESS 

with one side quilted top

SINGLE SET $219! 
DOUBLE SET $259! 
QUEEN SET $299! 
KING SET $399! 

CROWN SERIES
INDIVIDUAL 

POCKET COIL  
SINGLE SET Reg. $1099  

NOW $799
DOUBLE SET Reg. $1199 

NOW $899
QUEEN SET Reg. $1299 

NOW $999
KING SET Reg. $1799 

NOW $1299

KINGSDOWN 
POCKET COIL  
QUEEN SET Reg. $1799 

NOW $1179
SINGLE SET Reg. $1499 

NOW $979
DOUBLE SET Reg. $1699 

NOW $1079
KING SET Reg. $2099 

NOW $1579

Brothers Craig & Derrick have been in business together for 40 
years.  Riverview Furniture was established in 1979.  They worked 
out of a tiny 400 sq.ft. building that over the past 40 years has 
grown into over 7000 sq.ft. of space that includes flooring, blinds, 
appliances, mattress’s, upholstered furniture, and of coarse their 
hand crafted custom built wood furniture.  Riverview is known 
first and foremost for their custom wood products.  Their staple 
slogan “Built for a Lifetime of Memories”  has helped 1000’s of 
clients design and build custom pieces for their homes and cottages 
that will last for many generations.  Come visit Cabin Country 
located right beside Riverview Furniture to view many of our 
beautiful custom pieces.  Riverview Furniture prides themselves 
in selling over 90% All Canadian Made Product with the most 

exciting part is their wood is sourced from all over Ontario.  Derrick and Craig plus their staff pride themselves in putting their customers first 
and making it one of their top priorities that their customers are happy with the service they have received.  Riverview Furniture would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of their customers new and returning, because without them we wouldn’t have lasted these 40 years.  Come 
visit our showroom – Downtown Minden to help celebrate 40 years in Haliburton County.

Celebrating Our 40th Anniversary!

We Carry Custom  
George Jackson Blinds

20% OFF All Styles

We Carry GE & 
Whirlpool Appliances WE HAVE 

Delivery and Set-Up 
AVAILABLE

ASK ABOUT RIVERVIEW’S LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE

LAKESIDE  
WILDLIFE  

SECTIONAL  
W/CHAISE

Reg. $4999 • NOW $3999 
Many fabric choices are available

SOLID MAPLE  
DINING CHAIRS 
Starting At $299!

COTTAGE L IFE
SHOW SPECIALS

Show Only!~Handcrafted Furniture ~
Built For A Lifetime Of Memories

Built By Available In Any Size & Stain Choice!

Black and Early American 

BUFFET & HUTCH 
Reg. $2699  NOW $1899 

for Both Pieces! 

Cambray Style 

BUFFET & HUTCH 
Reg. $2699  NOW $1899 

for Both Pieces! Built In Any Size & Stain Choice Available!
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705-286-3167 • 94 Bobcaygeon Rd • DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

FLOORING

Think Riverview

VISIT OUR 1000 SQ FT SHOWROOM 
dedicated to all types of fl ooring and carpet available by 10 different suppliers 

which gives you an amazing selection to choose from all at great pricing!

Over 40 years of fl ooring & carpet 
experience in Haliburton County ON STAFF 

INSTALLERS WITH 
GUARANTEED 

WORKMANSHIP

    E
XPERIENCED

WE OFFER 
FREE SHOP 
AT HOME 
SERVICE

We carry a wide variety 
of fl ooring and carpet 
in stock located in our 

1500 sq ft warehousing  
location

This season, check off  your 
christmas list in town. Support 

your friends, neighbours 
& your community.

Shop  Early 
Shop  Local 
Shop  Safe

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Central Food Network and other social 
service organizations are seeing an 
increased demand for services – and are 
rising to meet the need.

The Highlands East food bank announced 
Dec. 4 it was preparing to up its numbers 
for its annual Christmas hamper drive in 
response to an 11 per cent increase in food 
bank visits since March. Similarly, Heat 
Bank Haliburton County announced its 
plans to increase the value of the grants it 
provides to lower-income households by 25 
per cent, from $400 to $500.

Central Food Network executive director, 
Tina Jackson, said the pressure of the 
pandemic and rising food costs are being 
felt. Social services have been preparing for 
months for higher demand come winter.

“It really underscores the need for things 
like a living wage, so that people that are 
working aren’t struggling … As well as for 
a guaranteed basic income,” Jackson said. 
“In the meantime, we will continue to be 
here for people who do fall through the 
cracks.”

Jackson said the Canada Emergency 
Response Benefit (CERB) flattened the 
curve of demand over the summer. That 
trend was similarly seen across the province 
according to Feed Ontario, though in its 
Nov. 30 Hunger Report, it said other factors 
such as new pop-up meal programs made 
an impact.

Regardless, Jackson said the demand 
started to increase again when CERB ended 
in October. 

“We started to receive more calls,” she 
said. “For people now transitioned to EI 
(employment insurance), they’re getting 
less money per month.”

Still, food banks and service clubs are 
working to meet that demand. 

“We don’t want to see anyone going 
hungry,” Highlands East Food Hub manager 
Ken Mott said. “Although our doors aren’t 
physically open the way they used to be, 
our hearts are and we want people to reach 
out if they need help.”

A surge in community generosity has 
helped, Jackson said. She highlighted a 
recent $6,400 donation from 100 Women 
Who Care and a Rhubarb Restaurant 
fundraiser providing more than $13,000, 
both to the Heat Bank.  

“We are so grateful to help play a role 
in this very worthwhile project,” Rhubarb 
Restaurant owner Terri Matthews-Carl said.

“The number of people donating for us 
has been unprecedented,” Jackson said. 
“We are well prepared to weather at least 
the next six months and I’ve certainly 
heard that echoed with the other food banks 
within Haliburton County.”

Still, Jackson said she would like to see 
more pandemic support from the federal 
and provincial levels.

“If we think to the beginning of the food 
bank, we were supposed to be a Band-aid 

solution. It was supposed to be a short-term 
thing,” she said. “There’s obviously still 
a need for food banks, we still need to be 

here and people need to eat. And we need to 
have a social safety net.” 

Social services bracing for pandemic demand

100 Women Who Care donated $6,400 to the Heat Bank Nov. 24. The Heat Bank is 
raising its grant levels due to the pandemic. Photo Submitted.
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Tell our advertisers you saw 
their ad in The Highlander. 
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THE FUN YOU’RE 
LOOKING FOR.

Is always just down the hall.

Visit our leasing office today to find out more about 
this exciting, new retirement living option coming 
May 2021 to the Haliburton Highlands.

Leasing Office: 195 Highland St., Haliburton

Call: Patti Lou at (705) 457-4848 
Web: www.gardensofhaliburton.ca

GET THE HIGHLANDER  
ALL YEAR ROUND
Stay in touch... even when you’re 
away. Sign up at thehighlander.ca

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
The Haliburton Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce is welcoming the prospect of the 
County taking on economic development.

The County services delivery review 
unveiled Nov. 25 recommended the 
municipality hire an economic development 
officer. Consultant StrategyCorp, estimated 
the position would cost $200,000 including 
$80,000 in salary, $24,000 in employee 
overhead and $96,000 in service expenses.

Haliburton Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce board president, Andrea 
Strano, said she is optimistic about the 
recommendation, adding it is something 
needed in the County.

“There’s a really good opportunity 
here for forward-thinking and forward 
planning,” Strano said. “We can’t always 
keep having the same group of 10 people in 
the community getting together in a bunch 
of groups and then talking about it, kind of 
like hamsters on wheels. We need to have 
more planning and more doing.”

Economic development is presently 
handled at the lower-tier level, with 
townships taking different approaches. 
StrategyCorp. held a workshop about 
economic development with stakeholders 
including the chamber, Haliburton Village 
BIA, Algonquin Gateway Business 
Association and the Highlands East 
Economic Development Committee. The 
report found stakeholders wanted increased 

government support and coordination at the 
County level.

“It was a really productive process,” 
chamber executive director, Jennifer Locke, 
said. “The timing of this conversation is 
really key, especially with COVID.”

The report said economic development 
must be distinct from tourism, which 
already has a County position. Locke said 
the success of that has motivated a desire 
for an economic development staff.

“Easier … than having these piecemeal, 
silo-based activities at the lower levels,” 
Locke said. “The stakeholders and the 
business community, they are behind a 
centralized role.” 

She added expanding the scope of the 
economy beyond its seasonal nature is 
important.

“Come winter, everybody’s on vacation. 
That’s the root of that,” Locke said. 
“There’s kind of a recognition it creates 
these cycles that are perhaps not ideal for 
our entire community … Perhaps other 
opportunities that would allow for a more 
year-round economy, diversified economy. 
As we’ve noted through COVID, tourism 
can be precious in ways that we don’t 
expect.”

The report said there is a community need 
for more economic development, citing the 
County’s below-average income and above-
average unemployment rate (13.1 per cent 
in August 2020, compared to 10.6 per cent 
for the province). 

The report notes the position would 
likely lead to increased revenues but does 
not estimate that figure. It added with 
provincial and federal economic programs 
likely coming due to the pandemic, this 
can take advantage of them. It recommends 
implementing the position starting in 2021.

There is an opportunity cost to lacking 
economic development, according to the 
report. Locke said she has received calls 
from businesses interested in coming to the 

area, but the lack of centralized resources is 
a difficult hurdle. 

She further said economic development 
also needs to consider environmental and 
social aspects, also known as a triple-
bottom-line approach.

“It cannot just be about dollars and 
cents. It needs to be about the community, 
environment, everything because there 
are risks when we don’t consider all those 
things together.”

Chamber calls for County economic focus

The County services delivery review recommended hiring an economic development 
person. File photo.
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For more information:
705-457-4700

www.haliburtonchamber.com

Haliburton Highlands
ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

BECOME A 
MEMBER

Haliburton Highlands
ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

Our of�ice is 
currently closed 

to the public.

The Executive Director 
can be reached at 

705 854 0593
-or-

jennifer@
haliburtonchamber.com

Join us

The Haliburton 
Highlands Chamber 
of Commerce wants 

to see every business 
in Haliburton County 
a thriving, successful 
venture year round, 
bringing wealth and 

prospeerity to both the 
business community 

and its people. 

Who We Are

A membership 
organization of 270 

enterprises from 
across the Haliburton 

Highlands.

The Voice of Business, 
founded in 1936. 

See membership 
application on our 

website.

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Highlands East has become the first local 
township to offer winter burials – but only 
on a temporary basis due to COVID-19.

Council approved a bylaw Dec. 8 to 
contract CemeCare, which provides 
winter burials to several municipalities. 
The move stems from the direction of the 
Bereavement Authority of Ontario, which 
has asked for cemetery operators to offer 
burials as far into the winter as possible. 
This is to alleviate body storage capacity 
due to concerns about increased deaths due 
to COVID-19. 

Coun. Suzanne Partridge praised the move 
and said it is something the environment 
committee has hoped to enact.

“I highly recommend that we do this,” 
Partridge said. “It will be a wonderful 
service to the people in our community so 
they don’t have to wait until the spring.”

Previously, no local townships have 
offered winter burials due to difficulty 
working with frozen ground. Burials are 
usually closed off from November to May, 
with families needing to choose other 
options or store their loved ones to get a 
local burial.

There is no cost for the municipality, but 
those who use the service will have to pay 
CemeCare. Clerk Robyn Rogers said it is 
about $1,250 for the opening and closing of 
the grave.

She further said the Emergency Operations 
Centre has discussed the issue.

“There are so many conditions that can 
really affect whether to do it safely or not,” 
Rogers said. “It’s somewhat of a backup 
plan, I guess. If we can’t do it and we have 

an influx of individuals, unfortunately, 
passing away, that we do have a plan in 
place to be able to bury these individuals.”

Green Burial Society 
welcomes news
Haliburton’s Green Burial Society has 
pushed for winter burials alongside 
environmentally-friendly ones. It hosted 
a winter burial workshop Feb. 4 with 
councillors from all local townships to 
encourage them to adopt the practice. 
CemeCare presented at the workshop.

Society president Terry Moore said even 
though Highlands East is planning this as a 
temporary measure for now, it is welcome 
news.

“Hopefully, that will encourage more 
opportunity for it to be offered,” Moore 
said. “Hopefully, it’s the toe in the door, that 
will open the door wide to get year-round 
green burial options in place.” 

He said townships need not necessarily 
contract the service out and they could do it 
internally but added CemeCare is a way to 
offer the service at a modest cost for now. 

“Good on Highlands East for moving on 
it.”  

Highlands East offering winter burials

Kevin Baker and Jeff McIntosh from CemeCare Complete Cemetery Solutions speak 
during a workshop Feb. 4. Highlands East is contracting the company to offer winter 
burials in the pandemic. File photo. 

HIGHLANDS EAST NEWS
Sharing Glamorgan 
transfer station
Highlands East is preparing to welcome 
some Minden residents to use its 
Glamorgan waste site.

Staff brought forward a draft agreement 
for site access for Minden Hills to begin 
using the transfer station for its eastern 
residents in the former Snowdon Township, 
due to the closure of Minden’s Irondale site 
at the end of the year. Minden would handle 
a waste bin there and the station is expected 
to attract approximately 23 additional daily 
users. 

Minden will pay Highlands East $7,496 
for the first year of service, escalating 2.5 
per cent every year after.

Council voted to receive the report as 
information.

Action proposed on  
septic rulebreakers
Deputy Mayor Cec Ryall pushed for 
Highlands East to start legal action 
against those deliberately flouting it septic 
inspection program.

Septic inspector Arlene Quinn reported 

about progress dealing with outstanding 
properties Dec. 8. She reported four 
more properties had been resolved in 
November, with another three septic system 
installations underway. She added she is 
also sending out letters and orders.

However, many properties remain out of 
compliance, with only 36 per cent of the 
275 high-risk properties resolved, some 
dating back to 2017. 

Ryall said he is impressed with the 
progress but is facing constituent pressure 
on the issue. He further said he is fine 
giving leeway to those who want to fix their 
septic systems but are struggling to afford 
it, but the municipality should take legal 
action against those just ignoring the rules.  

“For those who have decided to be 
reluctant, I think the time has come to say 
that’s enough,” Ryall said.

Council voted to receive the report.

Arena staying iceless
The Emergency Control Group has decided 
not to put ice into the Keith Tallman 
Memorial Arena this year.

Fire chief Chris Baughman reported the 
decision at the Dec. 8 meeting. 

“Limited group sizes and operational 
recommendations would make ice rentals 

difficult for both the municipality and the 
user groups,” Baughman said. 

Service delivery review
Highlands East was the first of the township 
councils to go over the County’s service 
delivery review Dec. 1. 

Council discussed the document from 
Toronto-based StrategyCorp, which 
delves into 12 different sections of 
recommendations to improve services using 
greater collaboration.

Ryall said though this is a County-
based initiative, he wants to consult with 
relevant township departments about the 
recommendations. 

“I want to make darn sure I am 
representing the best interests of the 
Municipality of Highlands East,” Ryall 
said. “To just allow the entire process to be 
controlled at the County-level, I don’t think 
is the right approach.”

CAO Shannon Hunter said all department 
heads were provided with a copy of the 
report to offer comments.

Council voted to receive the report. 
(Highlands East News compiled by Joseph 
Quigley, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter).  
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#BuyCloseBy this Holiday 
Season

Small branches  
running smoothly
The reopening of library branches in 
Cardiff, Gooderham and Highland Grove 
has gone well so far, according to branch 
services librarian Erin Kernohan-Berning.

In her report to the Haliburton County 
Public Library Board Dec. 8, she said 
the branches successfully began curbside 
service Nov. 9.

“That’s been very welcomed by the 
patrons there, which is fantastic,” 
Kernohan-Berning said.

Cardiff had 10 requests for curbside 
service in November, while Gooderham had 
15 and Highland Grove had 11.

Meanwhile, in the larger branches in 
Dysart, Minden and Wilberforce, walk-
in traffic has completely replaced the 
still-available curbside service. The three 
branches re-opened to walk-ins Sept. 8 
and had zero requests for curbside pickup 
in November, compared to 923 walk-
ins at Minden, 520 in Dysart and 83 in 
Wilberforce.

Time limits of approximately 20 minutes 
are still in effect, but Kernohan-Berning 
said patrons have remained respectful of 
that.

“I am pleased with how things are going 
so far.”

County could reduce 
board presence
The County could reduce its presence on 
the library board thanks to a policy change 
at the board level.

The board discussed a change in its 
composition policy, shifting it from being 

nine members to four public members and 
between one to five members of County 
council.

Vice-chair Andrea Roberts said it is 
not a matter of necessarily reducing the 
County presence, but giving council more 
flexibility.

“Not force the County to say you must 
have this many bodies,” Roberts said, 
adding councillors have busy schedules and 
there may not always be four available for 
the board. 

Board member Liz Danielsen questioned 
the change, noting the County had generally 
sought to have one councillor from each 
township on the board. She added board 
member Carol Moffatt commented that 
should be in the policy, though Moffatt was 
not at the public portion of the meeting.

“Between one and five members of 
County council, I guess works,” Danielsen 
said, adding composition could be discussed 
further at the council table. 

Chair departs
Board chair Reuben Maughan announced 
the meeting would be his last chairing as he 
intends to depart from the role at the start 
of 2021.

“Thank you very much to the board. It 
was a tremendous honour to be asked to do 
this,” Maughan said. “2020 was 2020 but 
you guys rose to the challenge.”

Danielsen thank him for his efforts.
“It has been a difficult year for everyone,” 

she said. “It’s been challenging for you 
chairing the library board and I would say 
on behalf of us all, we really appreciate the 
work that you’ve done.” (Library board 
news compiled by Joseph Quigley, Local 
Journalism Initiative Reporter). 

LIBRARY BOARD NEWS

Curbside pickup requests at larger library branches have stopped with walk-in traffic 
allowed. File photo.
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Warden election will be telling

By Lisa Gervais

COVID CORNER

Vaccination victory

By Dr. Nell Thomas

I found the recently-released services 
delivery review for Haliburton County 
and its four lower-tier municipalities to be 
lacking.

That being said, StrategyCorp., of Toronto 
provided the eight County councillors with 
exactly what they had asked for Nov. 25. 
They wanted a services delivery review 
only. They did not want any research done 
on a possible amalgamation or move to 
a single-tier government. So, they got a 
document that is recommending 12 better 
ways of collaborating to save $1.18 million.

That document’s recommendations include 
hiring five additional staff. It also could 
take years to implement the changes.

Those of you who were around for the 
September 2018 mayor’s and deputy 
mayor’s debate would remember that some 
ratepayers pushed the idea of amalgamation 
at that meeting.

One member of the public pointed out 
we have one of the highest poverty rates 
in Ontario, lower incomes and higher 
unemployment than the Ontario average. 
Yet, at the time, there were 15 municipal 
employees on the sunshine list, making 
more than $100,000 each, adding up to 
more than $1.7 million.

The speaker noted the City of Kawartha 
Lakes had cut back to just eight councillors 
in a newly-amalgamated council.

We are headed into budget time at all five 

local councils and we will see once again 
that it is wages and benefits that gobble up 
much of our tax dollars. 

It is not councillors that cost us money. 
They really don’t make a lot of money. It’s 
the staff salaries that drive the spending.

During that debate two years ago, it was 
only Minden Hills incumbent mayor Brent 
Devolin who spoke most passionately about 
the need for one-tier.

In his opening remarks to that debate 
more than two years ago, Devolin said our 
current municipal structure of 24 people in 
32 political positions in a County of less 
than 20,000 permanent residents was not 
sustainable.

He added that a four-year term of council 
was enough time to assess, consider, plan 
and execute the possible changes in time for 
a municipal election in 2022.

Without a doubt, amalgamation has 
become a polarizing issue in Haliburton 
County. There are those who think one-tier 
will provide better value for money. There 
are others who argue it will lead to a loss of 
identity for our townships. Others say it will 
cost more, not less.

At this stage, even with a services delivery 
review, we don’t have answers to those 
questions. Would amalgamation be good or 
bad for our region?

That’s why I find the current services 
delivery review lacking. 

It will be up to this 
council to decide 
if it wants to take 
the debate one step 
further.

Which leads me to 
speculate on the race 
for County warden. 
Traditionally, the post 
is decided upon behind closed doors, and 
an uncontested winner robed. They used to 
share it amongst the municipalities. This 
year is different. We have two candidates 
squaring off.

Some would say Devolin wants the 
warden’s seat back because he wants to take 
the governance review to the next level. 
Others say current warden, Liz Danielsen, 
isn’t as sold as Devolin on going to a 
single-tier. 

The election by councillors and swearing-
in will occur Dec. 15. The decision could 
provide the answer as to where this term of 
County Council is headed for 2022.

Don’t get me wrong. Doing a services 
delivery review in the first place was 
the right thing to do. Identifying $1.18m 
in savings is important for ratepayers. 
However, those questions about 
amalgamation raised at the 2018 mayor’s 
and deputy mayor’s debate still have to be 
answered. 

“Vaccines do not kill you, but not getting 
one might.” 

On May 8, 1980, the 33rd World 
Health Assembly officially declared the 
eradication of Smallpox. This devastating 
disease afflicted humans for at least 3,000 
years, with the earliest evidence from a 
mummified Pharaoh (Ramses V) who died 
in 1157 BC.  The death toll over centuries 
is unimaginable: on average, 30 per cent of 
those infected died. Records suggest 300 
million people died from smallpox from 
1900 to 1980 alone. 

Called the deadliest disease in human 
history, Smallpox can be tracked with the 
spread of human civilization. Early traders 
carried it from Egypt to India during the 1st 
millennium BC. It swept to China in the 1st 
century AD and reached Japan in the 6th 
century. It expanded to Africa, Spain and 
Portugal with Arabs in the 7th century. It 
traveled with Crusaders throughout Europe 
in the 11th and 12th centuries. Portuguese 
occupation brought Smallpox to western 
Africa in the 15th century. African slave 
trade carried it to the Caribbean, Central 
and South America in the 16th century. 

With European colonization of North 
America, Smallpox decimated the Native 
American people who had no prior 
exposure and no immunity. Smallpox killed 
far more indigenous populations than war 
ever did. Around 40 per cent of Aztecs 
died, 60 per cent of Mexicans, 60-90 per 
cent of Incas in Peru, and between the years 

1492 and 1900 they estimate as many as 80 
per cent of Native American people were 
killed, with scattered North American tribes 
entirely wiped out. 

It is no wonder eradication of Smallpox 
is considered the biggest achievement 
in international public health. This was 
accomplished with an unprecedented 
international vaccination effort. In 1959 
the World Health Organization (WHO) 
initiated a massive effort to rid the world 
of smallpox, but lacked funds, personnel 
and commitment to be entirely successful. 
The Intensified Eradication Program 
starting in 1967 was ultimately successful. 
It benefited from improved needle design, 
a system to trace and investigate cases, and 
mass vaccination campaigns. Smallpox 
was eliminated in North America in 1952, 
Europe in 1953, South America 1971, Asia 
1975 and Africa in 1977.

There is no cure or treatment for 
Smallpox. Even one confirmed case 
of smallpox would be considered an 
international health emergency. When 
a three-year-old girl in Bangladesh was 
discovered in 1975 to have the disease, she 
was isolated at home with armed guards. 
Every house within a 1.5-mile radius of her 
home was visited by a team member of the 
Smallpox Eradication Program. A reward 
was offered to anyone reporting a case. 
She was the last known case of community 
spread disease.  

Vaccination had its origin with the English 

physician Edward 
Jenner who, in 
1796, observed 
that milkmaids 
who contracted 
cowpox had no 
symptoms of the 
related smallpox virus (Variola) when 
exposed. Dr. Jenner took material from a 
cowpox sore on a milkmaid’s hand and 
injected it into a nine-year-old boy’s arm. 
Later, the boy was exposed to Smallpox and 
was immune. Jenner is quoted to have said, 
“The annihilation of the Smallpox, the most 
dreadful scourge of the human species, 
must be the final result of this practice.” 
Nearly 200 years later, his prediction 
proved true. 

Today the Smallpox virus is the only 
human disease to be considered entirely 
eradicated by vaccination, thanks to the 
intense efforts of the WHO. Globally, we 
are now poised to see the 21st century 
success story of mass vaccination against 
the virus SARS-CoV-2 that causes COVID-
19. We have many advantages today that 
didn’t exist in the 1950s-1970s. Instant 
communication with cell phones and 
emails, rapid transportation, improved 
storage and refrigeration, GPS locating 
devices and modern data tracking systems 
using far more advanced computers. 

All we need is population willingness. 
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Editorial opinion
Shoreline bylaw
Dear editor,
Regarding the letter to the editor sent by 
the Trooper Lake Cottage Association 
Highlands East [The Highlander, Dec. 3, 
2020] in regards to the proposed shoreline 
protection bylaw, I couldn’t agree more. 
To try to push this bylaw through without 
proper public consultation is just wrong. 
Many of my neighbours knew nothing 
about this proposed bylaw until I made 
them aware.

As a waterfront property owner, I totally 
support the intention of the bylaw but not 
the scope. Professor Barb Elliot, in her 
excellent videos, Ribbon of Life and A 
Beginner’s Guide to Shoreline Stewardship 
on the COHPOA website, states that the 
Riparian Area (or buffer zone) should be 
a minimum of 3 m from the water. This 
is a far cry from the 30 m that the county 
is proposing. Perhaps Ms. White and the 
councillors should take the time to watch 
these videos.

I noticed that the latest draft of the bylaw 
states that there will be no permit fee. I 
believe this is an effort to push the bylaw 
through. Once passed, I am sure permit 
fees will be applied and the whole thing 
will become a money grab. Many people 
own buildings that are within 30 m of the 
shoreline. Are they aware that, according 
to this bylaw, if they want to do something 
as simple as building a garden or a set of 
steps, they will require a permit. I think not.

I urge property owners to make your voice 
known and force the council to engage 
in proper public consultation about this 
important bylaw.

Rob Moore 
Drag Lake

‘Feel good’ moments
Dear editor,
I experienced three feel good moments 
while reading last week’s paper.

Number one: your full-page presentation 
of all the beautiful people who are part of 
the “Home of the Highland Storm.”

Number two: Harrison’s obituary saying 
“he had a zest for living and always had a 
riddle or joke to share.”

Number three: I smiled broadly to myself 
as I write this one, the photo of sharing a 
Tim Horton’s mug with a friend.

Thank you for your profoundly perfect 
publishing. It’s great to read uplifting 
articles.

Life is good.

Patty Brydon 
Haliburton

Big Yellow Taxi
Dear editor,
Here is an open letter to MPP Laurie Scott.

“Pave paradise and put up a parking lot.” 
These words from the iconic Joni Mitchell 
song are even more apropos now. David 

Crombie knows. Bigger, better and more 
development” seem to be the mantra of 
your government. Today a wetland in 
Pickering, tomorrow another ministerial 
edict. You have moved a long way from 
the values of your Kinmount roots. Just 
remember “you don’t know what you’ve 
got ‘til it’s gone.”

Gary Hunt 
Haliburton

Waiting for action on 
short-term rentals
Dear editor,
Regarding ‘Algonquin Highlands, a good 
first two years but more to be done’ Dec. 3, 
2020 Highlander.

It was with interest I read the article of all 
that our council has done in the first two 
years. While it is a good start, I agree that 
there is more to be done particularly around 
short-term cottage rentals, where council 
has not taken any action and has fallen 
behind other municipalities. 

As short-term rental properties multiply 
like mushrooms, council appears to be 
totally in the dark on the matter with no 
apparent action. Both mushrooms and short-

term rentals thrive in darkness which seems 
to be council’s chosen course of action. 

While they are increasing dump fees 
and talking about tax increases, they are 
ignoring an area where other municipalities 
are generating income by licencing and 
taxing these commercial operations. 

I get the terrible feeling that until a short-
term rental property is up and operating 
next to one of their homes, council would 
prefer to ignore this issue. 

Peter Willmott  
Dorset 
(Editor’s note: Algonquin Highlands will 
put out a public survey over the winter.)

Rapid testing for  
COVID-19
Dear editor,
I was disturbed by the headline, Schmale 
says Feds slow to okay rapid tests, in last 
week’s Highlander. In the article, MP Jamie 
Schmale was quoted saying Health Canada 
could be more “vigilant and responsive” in 
approving rapid tests for COVID-19. 

Mr. Schmale is correct that scientists 
at Health Canada are responsible for the 
analysis and approval of COVID-19 tests. 
And while he is entitled to his opinion, 

I can only think of two reasons how he 
could come to that conclusion. Either the 
scientists at Health Canada are incompetent, 
or their political masters (the federal 
Liberals) have instructed them to drag 
their feet on the approval process. The first 
explanation is uninformed and the second 
is disgraceful. Let’s not make battling the 
coronavirus a partisan issue. We’ve seen 
how that turned out south of the border.

The globally accepted gold standard 
COVID-19 test uses polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) technology, and that is 
widely used in Canada. None of the rapid 
tests approved thus far (currently there 
are two) are as accurate. Indeed, while 
they show great promise under certain 
circumstances, they are not as sensitive 
as the PCR. That means that the test may 
report you are not infected, when in fact 
you are. As you can imagine, this can be 
problematic. In fairness, the PCR test is not 
perfect either, but right now it’s the best 
one we have. I have no doubt that Health 
Canada is familiar with the rapid test Mr. 
Schmale referred to during his speech to the 
Outdoors Association. What I don’t know 
is how accurate it is, and as a physician I’ll 
rely on experts, not politicians to tell me 
when it is ready for clinical use.

Keith Hay, MD 
Haliburton

Tammy Nash took some photos of deer in her backyard Dec. 2.



Thursday December 10 2020 | Issue 46910 TheHighlander

Council mid-term reports
HIGHLANDS EAST

MINDEN HILLS

Editor’s note: It’s been two years since many of our councils were sworn in. Here, we provide a mid-term report card. We started Dec. 3 with Algonquin Highlands and Dysart et 
al and are continuing this week with Highlands East, Minden Hills and County council.

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Onerous questions about centralization 
and efficiency – in the face of challenging 
geography and limited budgets – have so 
far defined this term of Highlands East 
council.

In Oct. 2019, Savino Human Resources 
Partners recommended cuts to fire halls, 
the need for centralized administration and 
culling some municipal buildings. These 
ideas have yet to be acted on and council 
has not indicated a direction, with the 
pandemic undoubtedly curtailing progress.

But a fraught process on fire halls has 
made it clear that centralization is no 
easy task. The uncertainty of council’s 
perspective on this has led to some mistrust 
and it is not clear how they will navigate 
this going forward.

Two years ago, Highlands East citizens 
maintained their faith in a slate of 
incumbent councillors – Mayor Dave 
Burton, Deputy Mayor Cec Ryall and 
councillors Cam McKenzie and Suzanne 
Partridge. Along with newcomer Ruth 
Strong, their experience is clear, and they 
have led the municipality with a steady 
hand for most day-to-day issues.

But The Highlander has highlighted 
the exploration around cutting fire halls, 

principally at Highland Grove. Despite 
efforts to not put the cart before the horse, 
our reporting shows there is some push 
from within the municipality for closures 
before all the evidence is gathered – 
whether from council, staff, or both. 

That may or may not be the right way 
to go, weighing feasibility versus safety 
concerns. But whichever way council leans, 
it should be frank and firm in its position, 
rather than the ambiguity to date.

That goes for centralization across the 
board, whether it be administration offices, 
or reducing the number of small library 
branches as recommended at the County 
level. 

Highlands East’s size is challenging. From 
observing council, it is hard to say where 
councillors lean on these issues. That can 
be positive. These are big decisions that 
should not be made hastily. But given how 
thorny these issues can be, letting things 
go unanswered for an extended period of 
time can erode public trust. At the earliest 
opportunity, council would be well-served 
to decide what direction it is going and 
commit to it firmly, even if it will take years 
to implement. 

If the vision of this council is to start 
centralizing, it would do well to convince 
the public of it sooner rather than later. 

Despite that uncertainty, this council has 
buckled down and gotten a fair amount 
done. Most recently, it pushed ahead to 
fix the Cardiff pool – arguably a Band-
aid given consultant recommendations to 
consider a $2.5 million replacement. But 
it is a good compromise and the project 
should keep the pool going for years to 
come.

It also deserves kudos for pushing 
ahead on short-term rentals despite some 
outspoken pushback. Although we have 
yet to see a bylaw, the township’s survey 
has shown there is a public appetite for 

municipal action.
Other noteworthy achievements include: 

an overhaul of the clean and clear 
bylaw; progress on a new Herlihey Park; 
implementing needed fireworks restrictions 
and addressing outstanding septic issues at 
some properties.

Navigating a pandemic as a municipality 
is not easy, let alone with so many big 
decisions sidelined. This council has 
experience but that will be challenged 
to either convince the public about 
centralization, or figuring out how to avoid 
it. 

Highlands East must confront centralization questions

By Lisa Gervais
Minden Hills voters largely opted for the 
status quo when they took to the polls in the 
fall of 2018.

While maintaining the core of council 
(Mayor Brent Devolin, Deputy Mayor Lisa 
Schell, Councillor-at-large Ron Nesbitt, and 
Councillors Jean Neville and Pam Sayne), 
the addition of newcomers Bob Carter and 
Jennifer Hughey has brought a new look. 

Carter’s attention to detail, particularly 
around the arena renewal project, has 
been appreciated by both the media and 
ratepayers. While less vocal at meetings, 
Hughey has stuck to her election promise of 
ensuring transparency at the council table.

For Sayne, who was often on the losing 
end of 6-1 votes during the 2014-2018 term, 
she has gained some like-minded allies 
on certain issues, with Carter and Hughey 
sometimes agreeing with her.

Without a doubt, the biggest project as 
of the mid-way mark of this council is the 
arena and community centre refurbishment. 
Devolin, Schell, Nesbitt and Neville have 
never wavered in their belief in it, despite 
challenges that have included a global 
pandemic. The Minden “ice palace” will be 
their legacy.

It has also been the most controversial 
project in the term, splitting those who 
vehemently wanted a swimming pool 

against the arena crowd. It has also ushered 
in using a large loan to finance it. 

Ratepayers who believe in this investment, 
including for a walking track and gym, 
would cite it as a major accomplishment. 
Detractors would say with no swimming 
pool, it’s merely saddled ratepayers with a 
25-year, $12.7 million, debt.

Some of the other achievements would 
have to include finally hiring key members 
of senior staff, including CAO Trisha 
McKibbin, fire chief, Nelson Johnson, 
and director of community services, Craig 
Belfry. 

Recruitment and retention continue to 
be a challenge for this township. It started 
with the departure of former environmental 
operations manager, Ivan Ingram. Former 
director of community services, Mark 
Coleman, left during the arena project 
and most recently, economic development 
destination and marketing officer, Emily 
Stonehouse, moved on. Other departments 
have had a hard time finding and keeping 
staff. 

Without a doubt, the number one 
challenge and failure to date has been the 
Scotch Line landfill. Despite promises 
of cleaning up leachate seeps, bringing 
landfill attendants in-house, changing 
the footprint, bringing in weigh scales 
and other recommended measures, what 
improvements have been made are largely 

Band-aids. With respect to staff managing 
the site, they have inherited major problems 
from predecessors and councils that have 
been unwilling – or unable – to make major 
changes.

At times, the township has also been slow 
in implementing new programs. It’s the 
last lower-tier municipality to tackle septic 
inspections, for example. Some might argue 
this is prudent, learning from others first. 
Others might say it’s due to inefficiency or 
a lack of staff.

Some other pluses include: getting their 
house in order, with things such as an 
updated Official Plan and bylaws; a very 
cautious and safe approach to handling the 

pandemic; pushing forward on the flood 
portfolio; getting some major bridge and 
roadworks done, including the Sunnybrook 
bridge and IGA road; and ensuring more 
social housing and better daycare. 

Some of the other cons are that the 
road network needs much more work, 
particularly major arteries such as 
Bobcaygeon and Blairhampton roads. 

Heading into budget talks [which started 
Nov. 16], the council and staff have 
to establish a clear set of projects and 
priorities for the next two years. They 
can perhaps begin to do that now that the 
County’s services delivery review is finally 
tabled.

Arena most controversial project to date

Highlands East council is sworn in December 2018. File photo.

The new Minden arena is nearing completion. Photo by Lisa Gervais. 
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              Sweet Onion 
Chicken Teriyaki Salad            

220 Cals

Italian B.M.T.
Footlong
760 Cals

         Chicken Caesar
     Large Grilled 
Wrap 640 Cals

 PICK 3 FOR $24
Every day after 4 pm
CHOOSE ANY THREE: (160 – 2,760  Cals) 
Footlongs • Large Grilled Wraps • Salads
Limited time only. Plus Extras and taxes. No additional discounts or coupons may be applied. Not valid on Delivery/App/Web orders.

177 HIGHLAND ST. 
HALIBURTON 
705-457-1177
HWY. 35 MINDEN
705-286-6618

Council mid-term reports

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
To be one, or not to be one – that is the 
County’s question.

To become one and amalgamate, perhaps 
ending the lack of unity and inconsistency 
on important issues between the townships. 
Or to remain separate, but together, 
maintaining township independence and 
culture, and finding some other way to iron 
out the trouble spots of the two-tier system. 

County council finally had a look Nov. 
25 at its long-anticipated services delivery 
review. That may eventually lead to a 
discussion on amalgamation, which Coun. 
Carol Moffatt has maintained the council is 
open-minded about it. We shall see.

We have written about some of the follies 
of the two-tier system. Things that should 
be consistent across all four townships 
are not. Short-term rentals have been a 
major problem for years, but only recently 
has there been any indication the County 
might take it on. Other matters such as 
septic inspections or fireworks bylaws led 
to strange instances of townships wanting 

to peek at other townships’ work when a 
more easily unified approach at the County 
would seem appropriate. We understand 
jurisdictional hurdles, 
but it can still feel 
nonsensical at times.

We recognize there 
are downsides to 
amalgamation – a loss 
of community identity, 
potentially increased 
distances to services, 
perhaps weaker 
public representation. 
Whether a unified 
municipality will 
be more efficient is 
uncertain. But it is 
worth exploring. 

It has otherwise been 
an eventful two years 
for County council. They pushed forward 
a unified climate change plan – some 
would criticize it as not nearly ambitious 
enough, but it is at least something concrete 
to address the biggest crisis of our time. 
Improved connectivity is also making good 

progress at the County level and above 
through the Eastern Ontario Regional 
Network and although it always feels too 

slow, it is progressing. 
They have also helped 
secure the future 
of local daycares, 
drastically improved 
our ability to recruit 
new doctors, advanced 
affordable housing  
and progressed local 
tourism, all positive 
steps.

Other issues have 
fallen through the 
cracks. The County 
royally messed 
up when it comes 
to transportation, 
squandering the chance 

with a dedicated group of volunteers who 
burned out after years of effort trying to 
make a unified system happen, to no avail. 
There is now a transportation piggybank 
being built-up to wait for upper-government 
funding to do something, but we feel 

skeptical about whether that day will come. 
The most controversial part of the 

County’s term has undoubtedly come 
in its shoreline preservation bylaw. 
Environmental groups and the construction 
and landscaping sectors are clashing over 
the bylaw and how strong it should be. Thus 
far the council has managed it prudently, 
but tough decisions are imminent. We hope 
councillors can strike a good balance, but 
ensure the bylaw is strong enough to rein in 
the many reports we hear of out-of-control 
shoreline developments.

Much of the second half of the term 
will be about addressing shared services. 
Resolving the inconsistencies of the two-tier 
system should be a top priority and finding 
efficiencies could be a boon as we try to 
recover from the pandemic. The council 
might feel the urge to kick the question of 
amalgamation down the road, for the next 
council to handle. But we hope we can at 
least have the decision made, even if not 
implemented, so we can close the book on 
the debate once-and-for-all. 

County must answer two-tiered questions
County council meets earlier this year near the start of the pandemic. File photo.

COUNTY COUNCIL

The council might feel the 
urge to kick the question 
of amalgamation down the 
road, for the next council 
to handle. But we hope 
we can at least have the 
decision made, even if 
not implemented, so we 
can close the book on the 
debate once-and-for-all. 
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Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

This holiday 
season needs 
to be different.
The safest way to celebrate indoors is 
only with the people who live in your 
home. People who live alone can get 
together only with one other home.

Gatherings with friends and extended 
family can carry an increased risk of 
getting and spreading COVID-19. 
Consider celebrating outdoors or 
virtually with others that are not part 
of your household.

Know the gathering limits in your area 
before you choose to entertain with 
family and friends indoors. Indoor 
gatherings are not permitted in 
regions in Grey- Lockdown. 

For all gatherings with anyone you 
do not live with:

• maintain 2 metres physical distance

• wear a face covering

• avoid potlucks or shared utensils

• ensure everyone washes hands 
regularly, including before and  
a�er meals

Self-isolate if you are sick, even if your 
symptoms are mild and ask guests to 
stay home if they feel unwell. 

Follow provincial and local public 
health advice to keep you and your 
loved ones safe this holiday.

Stopping the spread, starts with you.

Visit ontario.ca/celebratesafely 
to learn more.

 

$1500
IN GIFT 

CERTIFICATESo o o o o o o

o o o o o o o

BUY IN & WINWIN

Contest closes: noon December 23, 2020.  Draw will take place at the MOOSE fm station in Haliburton. Winner will be noti� ed by phone. Contest open to all legal residents of ontario. 
Adult prize winner(s) must be 19 years of age or older. Grand prize winner receives a total of $1,500 in gift certi� cate(s) from any participating Haliburton B.I.A member. The gift 
certi� cate(s) can be spent at one participating haliburton bia member location, or multiple locations with not less than 100 dollars spent per location. The grand prize gift certi� cate(s) 
total not to exceed $1,500. Ballots must be received by authorized haliburton bia merchant. Prize must be accepted as awarded and may not be substituted or converted to cash.

SHOP LOCAL FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

NOV 20 - DEC 23, 2020

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE 
HALIBURTON BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Municipality of 

Dysart et al 705-457-1740    www.dysartetal.ca 

Metal 
food cans 

Recycling (Containers) 
Rinse all containers and ensure they are clean of liquids or food 

  

Holiday Recycling 
Do your part! Recycle right this holiday season! 

Space provided through a partnership between industry  
and Ontario municipalities to support waste diversion programs. 

Aluminum foil and trays Plastic bottles 
(caps can be left on) 

Recycling (Papers) 

Paper gift 
wrap 

Paper gift 
tags 

Garbage 

Christmas cards 
& envelopes 

Styrofoam 
shipping block 

Bubble 
wrap 

Broken 
ornaments 

Paper gift bags 
(remove string) 

Cardboard  
boxes (flatten) 

Metallic or foil 
wrapping paper 

Ribbons, 
bows, tape 

Cardboard 
rolls 

Plastic toy packaging 
(the hard-to-cut material) 

Plastic tubs, 
containers 

Byron Hodgins  

123 Maple Avenue, Haliburton | byronhodgins.com | 647.607.2937

F IRE 
AND 
ICE 

SUNDAY WALKABOUT,  
oil on panel, 14” x 18”, 
2020.

OPEN BY 
APPOINTMENT
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Highlander business

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
The Folco family has long dreamed of 
coming to Haliburton to open their own 
barbershop – with a twist.

The family made that dream a reality 
opening The Noble Barber Dec. 8. The 
barber shop is located at 209 Highland St. 

It will start as a traditional barber service, 
but their vision is to make it something 
more, with a café and bar service, as well as 
an apparel store.

“Our vision with the shop is to create 
something that’s not Haliburton. Not that 
there is anything wrong with that, we just 
want something that could live in any city, 
anywhere and be something different than 
what people are used to in Haliburton,” 
Nick Folco said. “Gentlemen can come to 
just feel comfortable.” 

Kirstley and Nick Folco recently moved 
from Peterborough, where Nick Folco 
worked as a barber. He said it was always 
their hope to live in Haliburton, having 
grown up in the area. 

“We didn’t plan on all this happening, 
especially during a pandemic,” Kirstley 

Folco said. “The pieces just fell into place 
and we just ran with it.”

They plan to open carefully given the 
pandemic, using online booking for cuts. 
The bar will not be opening until next year, 
with appropriate limitations, they said.

Nick Folco said the store concept 
stems from him starting his career at the 
Village Cigar Company and Barbershop, 
established in 2012 in Burlington, which 
offered a more expanded experience and 
hosted events. 

“You would have people like myself. 
Obviously, I have long hair, I’m not getting 
a barber service, but I’d still want to go for 
their events,” Kirstley Folco said. “It kind 
of brings people into the business that might 
not normally be going into a barbershop.”

The barber said anyone skeptical of the 
idea should take a look.

“It’s going to be beautiful, it’s going to be 
very welcoming and it’s going to be really 
cool,” he said. “It is going to have a wild 
effect when people walk in here.

“I’m just very excited to meet everyone 
in Haliburton and start making good 
relationships and friendships with people.”

Barbershop serving 
brews with a trim 

Nick and Kirstley Folco opened a new barbershop in downtown Haliburton Dec. 8, with a 
bar and café section to be added later. Photo by Joseph Quigley.

Hundreds of other sale items in this week’s flyer!

MINDEN
Locally Owned and Operated

Selected Ice Fishing Shelters

SALE $199.99
to $413.99

Alaskan Premium 10 KG Ice Melter

ONLY $12.99

Heritage Rock 10-Pc Cookset 
Reg. $599.99

NOW ONLY 
$149.99

Thursday December 10 - Thursday December 17

Great Gifts For ALL!

GREAT
VALUE!

SAVE 
 75%

SAVE 
 30%

Mon. Dec 14 & Tuesday Dec. 15
30X & 40X Triangle Bonus Days!

(142-7071-0)

(059-1462)

 (077-3863-6) 
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Highlander business

The Gardens of Haliburton retirement 
lifestyle residences are being con-
structed within the Haliburton Village 
Urban Area at 1 Sunnyside Street on 
the former site of Fleming College. 
Municipal water supply is not avail-
able therefore a private water supply 
system is required.

Final approval by the municipality for 
the water system requires that the 
Municipal Class Environmental As-
sessment (EA) process be completed. 

The Water Supply EA for the Gardens 
of Haliburton followed Schedule C 
of the Municipal Class EA process. 

The process included public, � rst nations and review agency consultation, an evaluation of 
alternatives, an assessment of potential impacts and identi� cation of reasonable measures 
to mitigate adverse impacts. The environmental assessment process has now been complet-
ed. There were no negative impacts identi� ed with the project that could not be mitigated. 
Therefore, the proponent is planning to move forward with the recommended alternative of 
a groundwater supply using a drilled well with treatment for hardness, particle � ltration and 
disinfection.

The Environmental Study Report (ESR) that documents the planning, decision-making and 
consultation process will be available for public review on-line on the project website:
https://gardensofhaliburton.ca/class-environmental-assessment/

If you require a hardcopy to review, please contact the proponent.

Comments and/or outstanding concerns  are to be submitted to the proponent Gardens 
of Haliburton Inc. via their website or by email ea@gardensofhaliburton.ca or via mail to 12 
Kensington Drive, Richmond Hill, ON L4E 3M9. Comments must be received within 30 days 
of the date of this notice.

The public has the ability to request a higher level of assessment on this project if they are 
concerned about potential adverse impacts to constitutionally protected Aboriginal and 
treaty rights. In addition, the Minister may issue an order on his or her own initiative within 
a speci� ed time period. The Director will issue a Notice of Proposed Order to the proponent 
if the Minister is considering an order for the project within 30 days after the conclusion of 
the comment period on this Notice of Completion. The Director may then request additional 
information from the proponent.  Once the requested information has been received, the 
Minister will have 30 days within which to decide or impose conditions on the project.
Note the proponent cannot proceed with the project until at least 30 days after the end of 
the comment period provided for in this Notice of Completion. Further, the proponent may 
not proceed after this time if:

•  a Part II Order request has been submitted to the Ministry regarding potential adverse 
impacts to constitutionally protected Aboriginal and treaty rights, or

• the Director has issued a Notice of Proposed order regarding the project.

In the event there are outstanding concerns regarding potential adverse impacts to con-
stitutionally protected Aboriginal and treaty rights, Part II Order requests on those matters 
should be addressed in writing to:

Minister Je�  Yurek
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks

777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3

Email: minister.mecp@ontario.ca

and

Director, Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks

135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5

Email: EABDirector@ontario.ca

Requests should also be sent to the Gardens of Haliburton Inc.

All correspondence will be maintained for reference throughout the project and will become 
part of the project record. Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act and the Environmental Assessment Act, unless otherwise stated in a submission, any 
personal information such as name, address, telephone number and property location 
included in a submission will become part of the public record � les for this project and will 
be released, if requested, to any person.

This notice was � rst issued on 10 December, 2020.

NOTICE OF STUDY COMMENCEMENT 
Class Environment Assessment 

Water System for the Gardens of Haliburton 
The Gardens of Haliburton retirement 
lifestyle residences are being 
constructed within the Haliburton 
Village Urban Area at 1 Sunnyside 
Street on the former site of Fleming 
College. Municipal water supply is not 
available therefore a private water 
supply system is required. 

The project has completed municipal 
planning approvals and secured site 
plan agreement, building permits for 
demolition, site servicing, and 
buildings, entrance permit, and 
entered into a drinking water system 
responsibility agreement. The project 
has also obtained permits from the 

Ministry of Transportation including Building and Land Use Permits for Well Drilling, Blasting and 
Grading, Retaining Wall and Building.  

Final approval by the municipality for the water system requires completion of an Environmental 
Assessment approved by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation, and Parks. 

The Water Supply Environmental Assessment for the Gardens of Haliburton will follow Schedule C of the 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process. The Class EA will define the issues to be addressed, 
identify feasible alternatives, evaluate the technical, natural, social/cultural and economic impacts of 
the alternatives, and recommend a solution. The Class EA process provides members of the public and 
agencies with opportunities for input and ensures that all comments are appropriately addressed and 
documented for the public record. At the conclusion of the study, an Environmental Study Report (ESR) 
will be filed for 30‐day public review. 

The Class EA process includes public and agency consultation. Submission of comments is encouraged at 
any time during the study. Comments may be submitted to the proponent Gardens of Haliburton Inc. via 
their website at https://gardensofhaliburton.ca/class‐environmental‐assessment/ or by email: 
ea@gardensofhaliburton.ca or via mail to 12 Kensington Drive, Richmond Hill, ON L4E 3M9. 

As part of the consultation initiative, a project contact list will be compiled of persons or organizations 
that are interested in receiving further information on the study. Please submit your contact information 
if you wish to be added to this list. Further public engagement will occur during the study to present 
information and receive comments. Advance notice of these activities will be published in local 

NOTICE OF STUDY COMPLETION

Class Environmental Assesment 
Water System for the Gardens of Haliburton

THIS MEETING WILL BE HEARD AS AN ELECTRONIC HEARING BY WAY OF A TELECONFERENCE CALL

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
APPLICATION FOR MINOR VARIANCE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding these applications are available online at www.mindenhills.ca/newsroom. Copies 
of the complete applications will be available for public inspection at the Township of Minden Hills Building and Planning 
Department by appointment only. 

HAVE YOUR SAY: lnput on the above noted applications is welcome and encouraged. You can provide input by speaking 
at the public meeting or by making a written submission to the Township. lf you do not attend the public meeting, it may 
proceed in your absence and, except as otherwise provided in The Planning Act, you will not be entitled to any further 
notice in the proceedings.

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS: To provide input in writing, or to request written notice of the decision, please contact the 
undersigned or e-mail iclendening@mindenhills.ca. 

ANY PERSON OR AGENCY WHO IS OF THE OPINION THAT HOLDING THE HEARING AS AN ELECTRONIC HEARING IS 
LIKELY TO CAUSE THEM SIGNIFICANT PREJUDICE, may make a submission to the undersigned, and if the Committee is 
satisfied that holding the hearing as an electronic hearing is likely to cause the party significant prejudice then the hearing 
will be re-scheduled as an oral hearing. 

Interested parties are encouraged to join 15 minutes ahead of the scheduled start time. For additional information on 
participating in an electronic hearing visit: www.tinyurl.com/yyctaqao 
If you are interested in participating in the hearing you are encouraged to contact the undersigned prior to the meeting 
date with any questions you may have and/or to provide any material for the Committee’s consideration at the hearing. 

ACCESSIBILITY: The Township of Minden Hills is committed to providing services as set out in the Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act, 2005. If you have accessibility needs and require alternative formats or other accommodations, please 
contact the undersigned.

PRIVACY DISCLOSURE: As one of the purposes of the Planning Act is to provide for planning processes that are open and 
accessible, all written submissions, documents, correspondence, e-mails or other communications (including your name 
and address) form part of the public record and may be disclosed/made available by the Township as deemed appropriate, 
including anyone requesting such information. Please note that by submitting any of this information, you are providing 
the Township with your consent to use and disclose this information as part of the planning process.

For more information about this matter contact iclendening@mindenhills.ca. 

Ian Clendening, MPl., ACST
Secretary-Treasurer, Committee of Adjustment
P.O. Box 359, 7 Milne Street, Minden ON., K0M 2K0

Please note: paper submitted to the Township is being held for three (3) days before opening. If providing comment, 
please consider making an electronic submission to the e-mail address above, or, make specific reference to the Application 
Number on the outside of the envelope.

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Committee of Adjustment of the Township of Minden Hills will hold a Public Hearing on:

 DATE: MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020

 TIME: 10:30 AM

 LOCATION: Due to the physical distancing requirements imposed as a result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,
  this meeting will be held as an electronic hearing by way of a teleconference call.

 TO PARTICIPATE:  Join the meeting by telephone by dialing either:  1-647-374-4685 or 1-647-558-0588. 
  Enter Meeting:  ID 832 5705 1502

 Join the meeting using a computer or smart phone at:  www.tinyurl.com/yy3j6lgm 

to consider minor variance applications PLMV2020068, PLMV2020069, and PLMV2020070. The purpose of the Public 
Hearing will be to consider the proposed Minor Variances to the Township of Minden Hills Zoning By-law pursuant to 
Section 45 of the Planning Act. The minor variance applications being considered are listed below:

PLMV2020068 - Part of Lot 12, Concession 13, Geographic Township of Minden; 
municipally known as 1035 Sage Drive; and located on Little Boshkung Lake (see Key Map).
Purpose and Effect of the Application: To permit the construction of a new 13 m2 (140sq.
ft.)  sunroom and a new 13 m2 (140sq.ft.) addition to the existing, non-complying, dwelling 
which is situated 12.8m. (42’) from the High Water Mark (HWM) whereas a new sunroom 
would not otherwise be permitted within the required 23m. (75’6”) setback and no increase 
in size is otherwise permitted for a dwelling situated within 15m. (49’3”) of the HWM. As a 
result of the development the sunroom, and dwelling addition would project to either side 
of the existing dwelling maintaining the existing setback along the width of the lot.

PLMV2020069 - Part of Lot 32, Concession 9, Geographic Township of Minden; 
municipally known as 1020 Single Malt Trail; and located on Soyers Lake (see Key Map).
Purpose and Effect of the Application: To permit the construction of a new 22.5 m2 
(242sq.ft.) covered porch to be located 18.6m. (61’) from the High Water Mark (HWM) to 
replace the existing open deck. As a result of the development, the face of the building 
would project a further 3m. (10’) towards the HWM.

PLMV2020070 - Part of Lot 25, Concession 5, Geographic Township of Minden; 
municipally known as 1022 Pilgrim Lane; and located on Kashagawigamog Lake 
(see Key Map).
Purpose and Effect of the Application: To permit the construction of a new 89.2 m2 
(960sq.ft.) detached garage measuring 5.5m. (18’) in height to be located 16.8m. (55’) 
from the High Water Mark (HWM). The variance sought would allow for an encroachment 
into the 23m. (75’6”) setback from the HWM and for an accessory structure greater than 
3.5m. (11’6”) in height to be located within 40m. (131’3”) of the HWM.
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Highlander business
By Lisa Gervais
Andrew and Anne Hodgson are turning 
over the keys to Century 21 Granite Realty 
Group Ltd. 

Andrew Hodgson said they’ve sold the 
business to Brandon Nimigon and his wife, 
Megan Zwart. 

However, Hodgson will continue to sell 
real estate.

“I love selling real estate. I’m not 
retiring,” he said.

However, he said it was time to find 
someone else to own and operate the four 
real estate offices in Haliburton County and 
nearly 30 realtors.

At 57, Hodgson said it is a lifestyle 
choice but also about good succession 
planning; selling to a young professional 
who was born, raised and educated in the 
County, went away to acquire some world 
experience, and then came back home.

Hodgson himself had only been a 
realtor for three years when he and Anne 
purchased the business from Derrell and 
Kim Stamp 11 years ago. 

“We’re really overwhelmed by the support 
we’ve had owning a business in Haliburton 
County. The community really accepted us 
and we’ve been able to have a wonderful 11 
years,” Hodgson said.

He added they were fortunate to buy into a 
business that had been run by “wonderful” 
realtors with an “exceptional” reputation. 
They simply had to follow the Stamps lead.

Hodgson, who’s involved in a number 

of community groups, said they often talk 
about the challenge of youth attraction and 
retention.

He said they could have sold to an outside 
company but they’re “excited a young, local 
family want to take this on. Brandon’s a 
good professional, a good realtor, he does 
things the right way, he is decent and cares 
about people and clients. That’s part of 
what started making my mind up, how he’s 
developed and matured.”

Hodgson added with changes to the 
industry, including the need for technology 
during COVID, and the influx of city 
dwellers to the County, “Brandon gets 
where the world’s going.”

Nimigon said the prospect of taking over 
the business Feb. 1, 2021 is “exciting, scary 
and every other feeling.”

He said when Hodgson approached him, 
he knew it would be a big step for he and 
his wife but they felt it was a good fit. 

He said they plan on staying in the County 
for many years to come and it is a good 
way to get even more involved in the 
community.

Practicing real estate for just 5.5 years, he 
said having Hodgson stay on as a realtor 
gives him peace of mind.

He said his strength lies in the company’s 
digital footprint going forward.

“I want to take our company to the next 
level, make sure our websites are top notch, 
get a lot more into the Google analytics side 
of things, any new technology that comes 
out to help our clients.”

He’s a big fan of Facetime, doing virtual 
walk-throughs with GTA clients to rule out 
properties that don’t fit. It saves everybody 
time. 

He is also pleased that as a young 
professional, he has been able to not only 
return home but have an opportunity such 
as this. 

“When you grow up in a small town, 

everyone has that mindset they want to get 
out, go to the city and live there. Then you 
realize Haliburton is a pretty great place. 
And I want to provide that opportunity for 
people to come back and raise their families 
and have jobs to come to. Real estate is a 
great way to support the economy and bring 
tourists in. It’s all about keeping Haliburton 
growing ad keeping business thriving.”

Century 21 Granite Realty Group changing hands

Brandon Nimigon and Megan Zwart with Anne and Andrew Hodgson. Photo submitted.
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61 BOBCAYGEON ROAD, MINDEN
Level serviced lot in the downtown area - 250 ft. frontage 
- 1.83 acres - double entrance - paved parking area - 

sidewalks - prime business location - asking $299,000

| 705-455-2034 
| TED@TEDVASEY.CA Ted Vasey

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

705-854-0103
DEBRA LAMBE 

Neat and cozy starter/retirement/
rental home on gorgeous 2 acre lot 
w/ loads of mature trees. � is family 
home was built, owned and loved by 
one family since 1969. 3 bedrooms, 
full bathroom, kitchen, living room, 
and 3 season/pine sunroom on main 
level. Family room, utility/laundry 
room and storage room in the partial 
walkout basement. Primary heat is 
oil furnace w/oil tank being updated 
not long ago and woodstove in the 
family room as a secondary heat. 
� is solid and neat house is set o�  the 
highway for great privacy and yet only 
minutes to the community of West 
Guilford for Shopping, public beach, 
community centre, restaurant, church 
and gi�  shop. Approx. 10 minutes to 
Haliburton. Easy walking distance to 

Gull River with boat launch 
and swimming. Detached 

workshop.  $209,900   

over price in 5 days!

SOLD!

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

KEN | 705-754-5280 | ken@kenbarry.com
Out Standing in my Field
BROKER

Beautiful building lot on prestigious Little Redstone Lake! This well 
treed, very private property features 5.7 acres and 930ft of clean rock and sand 

shoreline. Exceptional sunrise views with clean deep-water 
swimming. Driveway is installed and potential building site is 

cleared. Bring plans for your retreat and begin the dream today!

LITTLE REDSTONE LAKE - $895,000

 705-457-0046 • vince@vinceduchene.ca • vinceduchene.ca

• Both listed at $239,900
•  172’ frontage with 1.169 
acres on 1 lot and 130’ with 
5 acres on the other

• Privacy
•  Western exposure, beautiful sunsets
•  Great fi shing, boating & swimming
• Call today for more information

1 LOT LEFT! ON SALERNO LAKE

VINCE DUCHENE
B R O K E R KELLY@KELLY-MERCER.CA •CELL: 705-455-7500

SOLD!

KELLY MERCER
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

TWO - 100 ACRE LOTS OFF GELERT RD
200 acres of beautiful mixed forest!  Minutes away from Haliburton.  Come 
build your dream home next to the 17 acre pond.  Gravel roads and clearings 
already on the property in places.  Call today to book your showing or to � nd 
out more information!”

LISA MERCER
705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

• 3 Bedrooms and 3 Bathrooms
• Large 4 season room with 3 walls of windows
• Great privacy at the end of a dead end road

100 ACRES + HOME - $590,000

BROKER

SOLD IN 1 DAY!!!

sold!

TODD TIFFIN 
sales representative
705.457.6107
todd@toddtiffi  n.com

JOEL TAYLOR 
sales representative

705.854.1311
joel@joeltaylor.ca

Welcome to your country estate!  
Custom built home with almost 5 
acres of wooded privacy.  Over 
3,200 sq ft with 3+2 bedrooms and 
4 baths.  Lower level well suited for 
in-law suite, with separate entrance.  
Detached 3 car garage with loft 
area.  Many recent improvements 
and updates.  A gorgeous property, 
on a paved road, only minutes from 
Minden.  Asking $799,000.

JUST SOLD!

From my
 family to yours 

Merry Christmas

705-448-2222 • 705-457-0580
HaliburtonHighlands-Remax.ca

R
IC

K
 F

O
R

G
ET

BROKER

WILBERFORCE BRANCH

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL, 
CALL US TODAY!

LYNDA LIT WIN
705-457-8511 • LYNDALITWIN.CA • lynda@lyndalitwin.ca

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

 DIRECT 705.935.1011 
 OFFICE 705.286.2911
 TOLL FREE 1.800.567.1985 10 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON  K0M 2K0

   
email. Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

MovingTheHighlands.com    

Sales RepresentativeSales Representative

Moving the Highlands

 DIRECT 705.935.1011 
 OFFICE 705.286.2911
 TOLL FREE 1.800.567.1985 10 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON  K0M 2K0

   
email. Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

MovingTheHighlands.com    

Sales RepresentativeSales Representative

Moving the Highlands
In-Town Home $435,000  -  Always wanted to live in town, have space for family AND 
have a water view? This house offers 3 bedrooms, 2 newly renovated baths, large 
kitchen, rec room and a bonus room. The fully fenced backyard. Attached 
garage, 2 storage sheds...but the best is the view of the river across the 
road, with your own, brand new dock. Float down the river, boat or swim. 
Walk to town, travel the Riverwalk, a great place to live and play!

Moving the Highlands

705-935-1011 • MovingTheHighlands.com • Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

TERRY CARR
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

SOLD!

SOLD!

Based on 2019 residential transactions 
sides. Source: CREA, RE/MAX

MelanieHevesiMelanieHevesi
Melanie Hevesi

Make ME your
REALTOR® of choice.

2019 - 2017 2016 - 2014

Professionals North, Brokerage
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Highlander people

GIVE THE

 Gift of Golf
Golf & Ride Promotion:
Two (2) Green fees with shared 
use of Cart ONLY $59 Save $21

1

Single Golfer: One (1) Green 
fee with shared use of cart and your 

choice of a Levelwear Souvenir 
Haliburton Highlands Golf Hat 
ONLY $50 Save $18

2

GIVE THE

Call Randall at 705.457.2233 or email golf@haliburtongolf.com

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR A LESS-THAN-PERFECT YEAR

Available at Master’s Book Store 
and online at snubsta.com

WHAT READERS SAY

“These words were the therapy I needed.”

“Your ability to see the beauty in the ordinary 
is ‘extra’ordinary.”

“I love starting my day with you.”

LOCAL 
AUTHOR

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Dressed in CanoeFM garb, radio host 
Patrick Monaghan reached a culmination 
of five years of work when he accepted the 
award for best Jazz and Blues Programming 
from the National Campus and Community 
Radio Association Nov. 9. 

Monaghan’s Buckslide Blues Cruise show 
has attracted an audience stretching from 
coast-to-coast online. 

“I was honoured to be elected, even in 
the final, and thrilled to be the winner,” 
Monaghan said. “I put a lot of hours into 
it. I put a lot of time promoting the show, 
building the show.”

That effort has paid off for Monaghan, 
who began his radio career just five years 
ago. The former owner of Buckslide Dog 
Treats, Monaghan was plucked from the 
farmers market by CanoeFM personnel, 
who praised his voice and suggested he 
should try out.

“There was an opening in the Blues area, 
which is my passion,” he said. “When I 
was in my teems, I realized years later, the 
music I listened to was rock, but it was very 
blues-based. ZZ Top, Rolling Stones, bands 
like that.” 

Monaghan said he grew his audience, 
with listeners hailing from both sides of 
the border in places such as California and 
Ohio.

He has also journeyed away from the 

studio, taking his show on the road, getting 
involved in concerts and events around the 
province.  

“I spend more time promoting the show 
than I do putting the show on,” Monaghan 
said. 

Station manager, Roxanne Casey, said it 
was good to see Monaghan get recognition.

“He does such a fabulous job on his 
program and he puts his heart and soul into 
every week’s show,” Casey said. “He does a 
really great job of delivery.” 

Although his program has experienced 
rising success, the past year has come with 
hardship.

He was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
in September 2019. As he treated it, the 
pandemic came along, ending his events 
and live studio sessions. 

“The culmination of the effort I’ve made 
and everything’s all coming together,” he 
said of his show’s rise. “Then I got sick, 
and then the virus. It was like a double 
whammy.”

Still, his show has carried on despite the 
difficult circumstances – including his 
cancer recently coming back in his lung. A 
GoFundMe also raised more than $5,000 
to help with his travel and treatment costs, 
with a benefit concert in November 2019 in 
Collingwood.

“It was overwhelming,” he said of the 
effort. “I couldn’t talk without welling up in 
tears. Just so overwhelmed with gratitude.”

Monaghan is still regularly in studio, 

making a concentrated effort to help 
promote new artists unable to rely on 
concerts due to the pandemic.

“I can’t carry a tune in a bucket,” he 
said. “This is one way I can be involved in 
something that I love so much.”

National award winner not singing the blues 

CanoeFM radio host, Patrick Monaghan, earned an award Nov. 9 for his Blues show on 
the station. Photo submitted.
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AUTO PARTS
Highway 35 Minden (across form Ridgewood Ford)  

705-286-1011

For every 
auto or marine battery
donated to CarQuest
We will donate $18

to Storm Minor Hockey

P R O U D  S P O N S O R

Minden 
Pharmasave

Hours 
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 4p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

705-286-1220 
www.mindenpharmasave.com
110 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON

Advertise in this section to 
support The Storm.  Call 

705.457.2900 or email  
sales@thehighlander.ca

The U-13 Red team came out firing on all cylinders 
and got some pucks on net Dec. 5. But the U-13 
Yellow team’s goalie also came to play and was 
putting on a clinic of big saves.  

The team had a hard-fought game, never giving up 
and pushing back. Regardless of the score, the U-13 
Red team never gives up but mostly they are always 
laughing and having fun.

With this new and unique style of hockey, it has 
taken some getting used to and adjustments for all. 
After each practice and game, I can see the positive 

effects it is having on all the players and truly shows 
the love of the game. 

Session one is winding down but session two is 
getting ready to go and I can’t express how excited 
I am as a coach to continue to work with the kids 
and help push through the next obstacle and keep the 
passion of hockey strong and alive. 

“Keep your stick on the ice.” 
Go Storm Go! 
(Submitted by coach Dallas Latanville)

For the love of the game
Top: Mason Latanville carries the puck up ice in the game of the week Dec. 5. Bottom: U-13 Red goalie John 
Austin was busy stopping pucks. Photos by Hannah Sadlier. 
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The Cottage 
Insurance Experts

PROUDLY 
SERVING 

HALIBURTON 

COUNTY FOR 

OVER 65 YEARS 

THROUGH 4 

GENERATIONS

The Cottage 
Insurance Experts

Ask us to insure your 
cottage properly.
Floyd Hall Insurance has been providing coverage 
to cottage owners for decades. We know how to
protect you and your cottage or seasonal residence.

Exclusive discount offer.

Minden 
705.286.1270 

Haliburton 
705.457.1732

ghall@� oydhallinsurance.com  
� oydhallinsurance.com

SCOREBOARD
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

U17 Red    
U17 Blue    
 
U17 Yellow   
U17 Green    

T
T

W
L

W
L

#1 MASON LATANVILLE 

Mason had himself a game. Going end-to-end with some 
solid offence and great backchecking and creating some 

great scoring opportunities.

U13 RED STARS OF THE WEEK

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

U11 Blue      
U11 Yellow    
 
U11 Red      
U11 Green   
 

U13 Green   
U13 Blue    
 
U13 Yellow   
U13 Red  

W
L

W
L

W
L

#3  JOHN AUSTIN 

John had a strong outing. John saw some high-pressure 
shots and made some key big saves and did his part to 

help keep his team in the game and give them a fighting 
chance.

#2 ETHAN DECARLO
 

Ethan was a force to be reckoned with on the blue line. 
Ethan provided some great support on defence and 

relieved some pressure off the goalie.
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Highlander environment
By Lisa Gervais
Extreme weather events including 
worldwide forest fires and unprecedent 
flooding were clearly evident in 2020, 
Environment Haliburton! president Susan 
Hay told the annual general meeting Dec. 2.

She added that climate change, which 
has also come about due to deforestation, 
brought COVID-19, and “the world to its 
knees. 

“We’ve learned there is a relationship 
between deadly pandemics and 
deforestation. As man destroys natural 
spaces, the likelihood of diseases 
transmitted from animals to humans 
increases, and yet the destruction 
continues,” she said.

Due to COVID-19 public health protocols, 
the AGM was held via Zoom, covering 
EH!s work since May 2019 when the last 
AGM was held.

During her president’s report, Hay 
discussed the work the group had 
done since the last AGM. Its summer 
speaker series featured Trent University 
professor, Dr. Dan Longboat, who shared 
an Indigenous understanding of man’s 
responsibility to nature before a crowd of 
more than 70 people Aug. 10, 2019.

In January, 2020, biologist, Paul Heaven, 
spoke about the importance of wetlands at 

the enviro café. 
Hay said last Wednesday, “but by 

using COVID as an excuse, the Ontario 
government authorized ministerial power 
to override planning processes, without 
public consultation or the chance to appeal. 
And then if that wasn’t bad enough, now 
they are trying to remove conservation 
authority’s ability to protect against 
overdevelopment,” She said while only a 
small part of Haliburton County is served 
by a conservation authority, it is still an 
important issue.

Public education continued with a talk in 
February by Russ Christianson, who spoke 
about how General Motors in Oshawa could 
have gotten into green vehicle production. 
In March, Paul MacInnes of the Coalition 
of Haliburton Property Owners Association 
and Terry Moore discussed the importance 
of shoreline vegetation.

Hay noted the County of Haliburton’s 
shoreline preservation bylaw is not expected 
until April 2021, a delay she said was a 
major concern for environmentalists.

She noted while EH! shifted its 
programming online for May, they were 
able to still spread their message, including 
hearing from Eco Choice Pest Control 
on environmentally-friendly options; Dr. 
Bob Sandford of University of Alberta on 
the need for a local and global reset and 

Christianson on economic development 
through co-ops; a ‘no planet B’ webinar 
with Moore and Sue McKenzie of Climate 
Action Muskoka. EH! was also instrumental 
in the Sept. 25 Haliburton Highlands 
climate action day. 

Hay also paid tribute to two local 
environmentalists who passed away this 
year; Gerry Hunnius, and Donald A. Smith. 

The meeting also heard a presentation 
from Kevin Skerrett on pension fund 
capitalism (which can be found at  
youtube.com/watch?v=COW5g2zn8l0).

Hay said November’s viewing of ‘Living 

in a Time of Dying’ offered advise on how 
environmentalists can go forward when 
they are starting to lose hope.  

She said what resonated for her was, 
“even if we can effect some positive 
change on our governments, and in our 
communities, protect some wetlands from 
development, some species from extinction, 
keep the increase in global temperatures 
down to a level we can exist, we need 
to keep trying, support each other, build 
community and seek ways to be resilient 
and resourceful.”

Environmentalists ‘need to keep trying’

A screen capture from the EH! AGM on Dec. 2. Photo by Lisa Gervais.

 
 

7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 
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In Season, Every Season
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Facebook: @Township.Minden.Hills • Twitter: Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

A Message From the Minden Hills Fire Department
PICKING THE TREE

Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not fall off when touched.

PLACING THE TREE
Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 2” from the base of the trunk. Make sure the tree 
is at least three feet away from any heat source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat 

vents or lights. Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit. Add water to the tree stand. Be 
sure to add water daily.

LIGHTING THE TREE
Use lights that have the label of a recognized testing laboratory. Some lights are only for 

indoor or outdoor use. Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose 
bulb connections. Read manufacturer’s instructions for number of light strands to connect. 

Never use lit candles to decorate the tree. Always turn off Christmas tree lights before 
leaving home or going to bed.

(Virtual) Council Meetings
Council and Committee of the Whole meetings are currently being conducted virtually 

via web conference and Closed Session meetings via teleconference, until further notice. 
Meetings begin at 9:00 AM unless otherwise noted.

The schedule of upcoming meetings are:
December 10 – Regular Council Meeting and 1st Round 2021 Budget Deliberations 
Please note Council Meetings are reduced to one (1) meeting a month in December.

Members of the Public are invited to observe Council proceedings by joining a live-stream 
link available on the township website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/ or by using the 

direct link provided in the notice. We encourage those wishing to view the meeting to also 
download the agenda, as it will not be displayed during the streaming process. Meeting 

agendas can be downloaded by visiting our website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/.

Please note the live-stream link provided for each meeting will only be activated while 
Council is in session.

Minden Food Bank Christmas 
Hamper Program

The Minden Food Bank Annual Christmas Hamper 
Program application begins on Nov 30th. Apply for a 
hamper by calling the Food Bank at 705-286-6400 

between 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM from Nov 30th to Dec 4th 
and Dec 7th to Dec 11th.

Hampers can be picked up on Monday Dec 21st between 
1:00 PM and 3:00 PM at the Minden Community Centre.

NEW for this year: Hamper pick up will be a Drive-Thru 
format. When you arrive at the Minden Community Centre, 
a volunteer will direct you to a parking space. Please have 

the I.D for everyone listed on your application ready.

A volunteer will bring your Christmas Hamper and toys 
outside and place them on a designated table beside your 

vehicle. Please remain in your vehicle until all products 
have been placed on the table. Once completed, you may 

get out and pack your items into your vehicle. 
(NOTE: if you require assistance to lift, please bring 

someone to help you).

In order to ensure COVID GUIDELINES are being 
followed, volunteers will not be allowed to load items into 
vehicles and community members will not be allowed to 
enter the building. We ask that everyone respect these 

guidelines and wait in their vehicles in the line-up.

Please note that there will be no used/new clothing 
available on hamper pick up day. A Christmas Boutique 
has been made available at the Food Bank on Mondays 

and Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM until 
December 20th.

For more information please contact the Foodbank at 
705-286-6838

Safe Winter Driving
Be nice driving on ice. Stopping distance on ice is 

double that of a dry road.
•  Leave extra space when driving in icing conditions.

•  Approach intersections slowly, when they are covered 
with ice or snow.

• Use extra caution on bridges and ramps. Ice 
can form without warning, even if roadways are dry.

•  Watch out for black ice, a thin, nearly 
invisible coat of ice that can make the road look like 

shiny new asphalt.
Pavement will look grey or white in the winter.

Riverwalk Winter Usage & 
Wetlands Boardwalk Update

The Boardwalk is currently closed until further notice. 
The Logger’s Crossing Bridge is cleared of snow 

regularly but is not sanded or salted. Residents are 
advised to “Exercise Caution” when using pathways as 

they could develop slippery conditions.

Recycling Tip of the Week
Wrapping paper should be placed in the Paper (Fibres) 

stream, with the exception of the foil/shiny wrapping 
paper it is not recyclable.

Winter Sand
Winter sand is now available at the upper parking lot of 

the S.G. Nesbitt Memorial Community Centre, 
by the Skate Park. Please note this is for Individual Use 

Only – No Commercial Users Please.
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Highlander events

A Santa Saturday night
With the help of the Rotary Club of Haliburton, Santa made 
his way to Currys Chevrolet Buick GMC in Haliburton 
Dec. 5. Families came from far and wide, making sure to 
bring their lists so that they could share with Santa what 
they were hoping to find under their tree this Christmas. 
Even though kids couldn’t sit on Santa’s lap, the night 
was still magical as they not only got to talk to Santa but 
also received goody bags and pizza from his elves as a 
thank you for coming; some even went home with an extra 
special prize of a turkey. (Hannah Sadlier)

Top: Even from a distance Santa was very excited to see 
all of the kids who came to visit him Saturday night at 
Currys Chevrolet Buick GMC in Haliburton. Bottom left: To 
make sure that Santa knew exactly what everyone was 
asking for, Elf helper, Cheryl Hamilton, let the kids tell her 
and then she passed it onto Santa. Photos by Hannah 
Sadlier.
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DEC. 10
Visible Voices offers a Creative Interlude: Trees, Trees, Trees. 
Thursday Dec 10, 1:15 - 3:15 p.m. by Zoom. Join them for an 
afternoon of fun and easy cardmaking. Stella and Fay will guide 
you in the creation of three different tree cards. Register early so 
they can plan, all materials supplied. Cost: by donation, email: 
visiblevoicesstudio@gmail.com  
DEC. 12
Saturday, Dec. 12, Haliburton Legion presents Ryan Vanlieshout 
in the main hall, doors open at 6:30 p.m. This is a sold-out event. 
Social distancing will be assured and masks are required to be 
worn until you reach your seat. For information contact www.
haliburtonlegion.com
DEC. 10 AND 12
Planet Haliburton - building back better from the pandemic and 
climate emergencies - Terry Moore will be having a conversation 
with Annamie Paul, the new leader of the Green Party of Canada 
on how the Green Party would tackle the two key crises of our 
time. To be aired: Thursday, Dec. 10 from 6-7 p.m. and Saturday, 
Dec. 12 from 7-8 a.m. Find it on the CanoeFM website. 
DEC. 16 
Lunch Is on Us every Wednesdays from 11:30 - 2 p.m.  It’s free 
of charge, hosted by SIRCH Community Services and everyone 
is welcome (till the food runs out). Location: SIRCH Bistro & 
Marketplace, 49 Maple Ave., Haliburton - street level. Follow 
SIRCH’s Facebook page to see what’s being served each week. 
DECEMBER
Minden Hills Holiday Lights Contest
Go for a drive through the Township of Minden Hills to enjoy the 
lights and vote for your favourite at www.HHCC.blog. The list 
of addresses can be found in the advertisement on page 15 of 
today’s Highlander. 
Minden Community Food Centre Christmas hampers
The Minden Community Food Centre is urging people to register 
for Christmas hampers by calling 705-286-6400 between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. from Nov. 30 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 7-11. Hamper pick up 
will be Dec. 21, 1-3 p.m. at the S.G. Nesbitt Community Centre. 
People are asked to bring photo ID for all family members 
including children. This year’s pick-up will be a drive thru and the 
public responsible for loading their own vehicles. Mask required. 
Enter via Parkside Street and follow signs and instructions from 
volunteers. Exit via Prentice Street. Select volunteers have 
already been contacted. 
CFUWs (Canadian Federation of University Women) purpose 
is to promote friendship, life-long learning and advocacy among 
members. There is also a focus on socializing with other women 
through fun interest groups and monthly series of stimulating 
speakers and events. For more information: Gail Gotter g_
gotter@hotmail.com or Pam Hewitt Osborne phewittosborne@
gmail.com
Every Monday via Zoom, online art classes by Carole Finn. Must 
register one week in advance 705-457-2404 finn@halhinet.on.ca
Every Wednesday evening on Zoom – As We Find It Play 
Reading Group for anyone with a love of theatre. For more 
information email kbutler@haliburtonhighlandsmuseum.com.
Haliburton School of Art and Design for digital versions of some 
of the art talks and entertainment originally planned for summer 
school. See facebook.com/flemingHSAD
Friends, fun and adventure - The Royal Canadian Sea Cadets 
is a free program for youths aged 12 to 18. Meeting every 
Thursday evening 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Coboconk Legion. 
For more information call 905-484-4005

WHAT’S ON

HAVE AN UPCOMING EVENT?
Contact admin@thehighlander.ca

Bus: 705-341-9170
Fax: 705-489-4522
kegelheatingandcooling@hotmail.com

• Geothermal 
• Furnaces 
• Fireplaces 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Air Conditioning 
• Hrv’s  
• Radiant Floor Heating 
• Chimneys 
• Ductwork 
• Radiant Tube Heaters
• Gas Piping 
• Boilers
• AND MORE!

Tim Kegel
We Build 
World-Class Homes…
and We’re Just
Down the Road

www.confederationloghomes.com.

Sixteen local vendors sold unique Christmas gifts at the Dec. 5 market at the Haliburton Legion. “Everyone seemed to 
have their clocks set for the same time. Everyone came right as we opened at 11 a.m. It was great,” said Verle Mobbs, 
one of the organizers. Co-organizer Claudette Pitre said “We had no real difficulty planning this. Of course, we spoke 
to our local health unit to see what we had to follow, but the guidelines were simple, and our vendors were great at 
cooperating with them.” Even as they started to close in the late afternoon, people were still going in empty-handed and 
coming out with gifts. (Hannah Sadlier)

A unique Christmas market

Top: Claudette Pitre and Verle Mobbs, organizers of this year’s Christmas market. Bottom left: Tina Winstanely takes 
a moment to admire beautiful prints created by local artist Biljana Banchotova of Tory Hill. Bottom right: Wendy 
Rasmussen, of Wicked Bend Creations. Photos by Hannah Sadlier.

Highlander events
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Rev. Saint Clair Cleveland and his 
wife Diana have their Christmas 
lights up for the season. There are 
thousands of them. The Clevelands 
do this to share their love of the 
season with others and in return 
they ask that people bring along a 
food donation for the Haliburton 
4C’s Food Bank. Last year, they 
collected more than 100 pounds of 
food. Diana said they have been 
doing lights since moving to the area 
five years ago, but last year was the 
first time they promoted it. Asked 
about the hit to the Hydro bill, Diana 
said they use LED lights and leave 
them on for shorter periods of time 
during the week. She said it cost 
them an estimated extra $200 for 
the season. Every year they make 
modifications. This year there is 
a little red truck with a Christmas 
tree and a deer scene. “We enjoy it. 
We’re retired and it keeps us out of 
trouble,” Diane said. The Clevelands 
are located at 1948 Unicorn Rd. in 
Haliburton. (Lisa Gervais)

For the love 
of the season

Lights at the Cleveland home in 
Haliburton. Photo by Laurie Sweig.

Highlander events
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HOME & COTTAGE

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

Fully Insured and 
Licensed for 

Scissor Lift/Skyjack

E mail: info@daggspainting.com

FIREWOOD
Cut, Hand Split, Delivered $350/single bush cord  

Multiple Cord Rates $325 + delivery
Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

Call Brian 705-930-7198

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$325 per Bush Delivered

FIREWOOD

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 | 
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

We now have a patent using perforated eave trims 
to prevent ice back-up and IT WORKS!

QUALITY ROOFING
Steel - Shingles 

Eavestroughing & Gutter Guard

info@stoughtonsqualityroofi ng.ca
stoughtonsqualityroofi ng.ca705-457-0703

Highlander classifieds
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TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certi� ed Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

For breaking news check the TheHighlander.ca

Construction Waste Containers 
Commercial Containers 

Demolition Services
Deliver, Load & Leave Option

Scrap Metal Bins
Disposal Services

 THE GARBUTT FAMILY WISHES YOU 
a Merry Christmas 

& A Happy New Year!

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - If you have a 
problem with alcohol, contact A.A., We can help. 
705-745-6111. https://district82aa.org/Meeting-
Locations.html

AL ANON- WE CARE, are you troubled by 
someone’s drinking? Meetings: Thursdays 7 p.m., 
St. Anthony’s 27 Victoria Street, Haliburton, 
and Mondays 7 p.m. at Highland Hills United 
Church, 21 Newcastle, Rear Entrance, Minden. 
1-888-4AL-ANON (1-888-425-2666) al-anon.org  All 
are welcome.

NOTICES

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF: 
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION 

FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS, 
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING, 

BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES, 
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

DON BARKER HEATING & COOLING

 www.hilarys.info  705.448.3394    1.877.HILARYS

KILN DRYING HARDWOOD & SOFTWOOD
Custom Manufacturer of

FLOORING · TRIM · SIDING
FURNITURE COMPONENTS · CANOE GUNNELS

F O R 
O V E R

20 
YEARS

2217 Loop Rd, Wilberforce, ONhklapow@gmail.com

CUSTOM MANUFACTURER

FLOORING - TRIM - SIDING 

www.trimandfl oor.ca • info@trimandfl oor.ca
705-448-3394 • 2726 Essonville Line, Wilberforce

FOR 
OVER 

25 
YEARS

OPEN YEAR ROUND

INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

Tim Kegel
incineratingtoilets.ca 

info@incineratingtoilets.ca

Call us to fi nd out more about 
INCINERATING TOILETS!

TIRED OF COMPOSTING TOILETS?

Eco- friendly • Only ash remains!
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LINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT • MINDEN

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL

FAMILY 

CAS MATTERS 

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street, 
2nd Floor - Box 648, 
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

LAWYER

Dr. B. Mason
Chiropractor

3398 Gelert Rd., Minden, Ont.
705-286-4350

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Highlander classifieds
OBITUARIES

CONVENIENT 
AND 
AFFORDABLE 
STORAGE 
CONTAINER 
RENTALS 
located just 
outside of town. 
Self serve units 
are 8' x 20' are 
accessible 24/7. 
Rental fees start 
at $150/month. 
Limited quantity 
available, call 
705-457-9558 for 
details

FOR RENT
Sweet and Sour by Barbara Olson

© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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SOLUTIONS FOR DEC 10

FOR SALE

Donna Scarrow (nee Stewart)
(Resident of Gooderham, Ontario)

Peacefully at Peterborough Regional Health Centre on 
Tuesday a� ernoon, December 1, 2020 in her 70th year. 
Beloved wife of Ken Scarrow. Loving mother (stepmother) 
of Teresa (Nathan), Ryan (Sara), Rodney (Angi), Gary (Judi), 
Randy (Nilla), Tess (Angelina). Fondly remembered by her 
grandchildren  Kessel, Travis (Claudia), Jesse, Zac (Audrey), 
Walker (Everette), Kaila (Jonny), Michael, Jonathan, Luke, 
Austin, Breanna and Brody. Donna enjoyed � shing and 

helping cut wood in the bush. She liked doing cra� s, puzzles and most of all, her family.
Private Family Arrangements

Private Funeral Arrangements. Interment to follow later in 2021 in Lakeview Cemetery, 
Meaford. As expressions of sympathy, donations to the Canadian Cancer Society 
would be appreciated by the family. Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to the HALIBURTON COMMUNITY FUNERAL 
HOME 13523 Hwy. #118, Haliburton, Ontario (705) 457-9209. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

Braithwaite, Barbara Joan (née Gascoyne)
Braithwaite, Barbara Joan (née Gascoyne) died suddenly but peacefully November 17, 
2020, aged 87, with children Jed and Leah by her side. Predeceased by Edmund, beloved 
husband of 60+ years, parents Oswald and Evelyn (née Graham) and brother Ken. Survived 
and dearly missed by brother Robert, grandchildren Hannah and Andrew Braithwaite and 
daughter-in-law Nella Catalfamo; Mirya and Graham Reid and their father Donald Reid.
Barbara’s great gi�  was creating enduring relationships.  Her formative years were 
spent in Davisville, Toronto, where her oldest friendships were forged. Some of 
her dearest friends were met at North Toronto Collegiate Institute and celebrated 
annually at NTCI reunions. Kindergarten teacher was an impossible dream without 
piano, instead she found work at IBM. Her ‘hi-tech’ career was cut short a� er meeting 
Ed as company policy did not allow women to remain employed a� er marriage.
Barbara and Ed settled in Kitchener-Waterloo. Friends were collected from Ed’s Electrohome 
colleagues and hers at Dominion Life Insurance. When children arrived, Barbara 
stayed home in the wonderful Maplewood Place community, � nding time to add “Avon 
Lady” and “dedicated volunteer” supporting May Court Club’s preschool program and 
Parkminster United Church’s UCW for 25+yrs. She warmly hosted international students 
maintaining lifelong contact. Barbara returned to paid work in the ‘Children’s Department’ 
at Sears and ultimately realized her teaching dream as an Educational Assistant for the 
Waterloo Region District School Board providing loving support to special needs children. 
She established deep connections with all her colleagues which lasted long into retirement.
� e East Moore Lake cottage built by her father and brothers was a constant for Barbara for 
70+ years. When young, summers were spent at the lake especially with the ‘Duncan girls’ and 
later the MacLean family. In retirement, Barbara and Ed rebuilt a year-round home and she 
embraced a new community beginning with St. Paul’s Anglican Church supporting the co� ee 
hour, � ri�  Shop and Prayer Group. Days passed quickly with school volunteering; cards, 
knitting and swimming groups; and  enjoying local theatre. Retirement also meant travel 
including across Canada visiting long-time friends and winters in Portugal meeting new ones.
� e strength of Barbara’s relationships was revealed in support from friends and 
the close-knit East Moore community during Ed’s illness and a� er his passing. She 
was grateful to continue her “lakeside life” and travel for several more years with 
their help and friendship. � eir deep a� ection was most apparent during Barbara’s 
sudden illness. Despite pandemic challenges, so many provided comfort with 
outside visits, through windows and via video calls. Barbara greeted all with love 
and her beautiful smile. � is is how she will be remembered and greatly missed.
Her family would like to express gratitude to Drs. Mihu and Vlasschaert and Sandra Butler 
for their caring support ensuring Barbara maintained her vibrancy and quality of life.

Visitation and Celebration of Life
Barbara’s life will be celebrated at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Minden, Ontario when 
permitted. In lieu of � owers, donations to the Lung Association of Canada, Minden 
Hospital Health Auxiliary or the children’s or cultural charity of your choice would 
be appreciated. Condolences can be shared directly with the family or via www.
communityfuneralhomes.com. Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the COBOCONK COMMUNITY FUNERAL 
HOME 6644 Hwy #35, Coboconk, Ontario  (705) 454-3913. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

4 Pirelli Snow Tires on 
rims, used 1 season, GM 
5 bolt pattern. 225/65R17 
$550. Call Ken 647-457-
5790 

Watkins and Rawlelgh 
products for sale. 705-
935-0327 

2006 Buick Lucerne 
CXL, fully loaded. 
Cadillac Northstar 
engine. Test drive by 
arrangement. $2,500.00 
call 705-286-6379 

4 Snow tires on rims, 
225/75R15 Hercules 
Avalanche X-treme. 
$718.90 call 705-286-
0101

Brand new large 1 bdrm 
apt, s/s full kitchen, 
propane fireplace, very 
bright. Own entrance, 3pc 
bath, plenty of storage. 
Hot tub, water access & 
shared laundry. 5 min. to 
Minden $1,400./month, 
first & last, all inclusive. 
References required, 
available immediately. 
Call 705-455-2050 

1 bdrm shared 
accommodation. Large 
bath, kitchen, living 
space & dining area. 
Hot tub, water access & 
shared laundry. 5 min. to 
Minden. $800./month, 
first & last. References 
required. Call 705-455-
2050 

Louie� 

CAR CARE & DETAIL CENTRE

Rubber mat 
set of 4 for $1499

RUSTPROOFING $89
705-455-3691
LOCATED AT STAN’S GARAGE

NO DRIP • FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER 

GIFT CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE

WINTER SPECIAL exterior 
wash vacuum and armoral$25

 add for 14.99

Buy 1 winter 
blade get 1 FREE

CAR CARE

Classifieds $8
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Highlander classifieds

For information and a list of stores selling  
bingo sheets go to  WWW.CANOEFM.COM

You can win up to $800 every week!

Listen and Play every  
Tuesday Night at 6pm. 
 Three games are played 
each Tuesday Night

HELP WANTED

Are you a Highlander?
The Highlander is looking for a salesperson to help us grow the newspaper and our sister 
publication, Home in the Highlands With Colin and Justin.
The ideal candidate will have media sales experience, but we’re eager to talk to anyone 
with a proven track record building client relationships. You’ll be familiar with Haliburton 
County and surrounding areas, and be comfortable working with businesses to help them 
grow through our print and online products.
This is a full-time contract, based in Haliburton village. Work-at-home and remote options 
also possible.
For more information or to chat about the position, please contact Simon Payn, publisher, at 
simon@thehighlander.ca or at 705-457-2900.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Executive Director

Full Time, Permanent

The Haliburton Highlands Chamber of Commerce 
is seeking an energe� c and enthusias� c 

professional to fi ll this excellent management 
opportunity!

If you have knowledge of the Haliburton 
Highlands area and community businesses, and 

possess qualifi ca� ons and experience in:
• Rela� onship and Concensus Building
• Marke� ng and Communica� ons
• Membership Management
• Events and Project Management
• Offi  ce and Financial Administra� on

We would love to hear from you! 
Please submit a cover lett er and resume by

December 14, 2020 to:
admin@haliburtonchamber.com 

Full posi� on descrip� on available at 
www.haliburtonchamber.com

 
 

Haliburton County Council  
 

is seeking members of the public to join the  
 

Haliburton County Library Board 
 
The County of Haliburton benefits from the involvement of local 
residents who help County Council make decisions about the 
programs and services provided to our citizens.  Applicants for 
this position must be: 
 - At least 18 years old 
 - A Canadian Citizen 
 - A resident of Haliburton County 
 
You can find the detailed posting along with application 
instructions on our website at www.haliburtoncounty.ca/careers 
 
If you require assistance with the application process please 
contact Andrea Bull, Human Resources Manager at 705-286-
1333 or at abull@county.haliburton.on.ca  
 
The application process will close on December 13, 2020. 

 

The Township of Algonquin Highlands is seeking 
applications from experienced, qualifi ed persons for the 

position of Fire Chief.  Reporting to the CAO, and as a 
member of the Sr. Management Team, the Fire Chief is 
responsible for the overall operation of the fi re services 
including administration, policy development, budget 

development and management, operational procedures, 
fi re suppression/investigation, fi re prevention and public 

education, emergency medical responses, community 
emergency planning, public relations and ensuring 

compliance with the Ontario Fire Code, Municipal By-Laws 
and Provincial and Federal legislation. 

Visit our website at: www.algonquinhighlands.ca 
for the full job description. 

Please submit your resume and cover letter to: 

Dawn Mugford-Guay 
Human Resources Coordinator 

Township of Algonquin Highlands 
1123 North Shore Road, Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1 

Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca 

Township of Algonquin Highlands requires a 
Fire Chief

The Township of Algonquin Highlands is seeking 
applications from experienced, qualifi ed persons for 
the Operations Manager position. Reporting to the 

CAO, and as a member of the Sr. Management Team, 
the Operations Manager will have a thorough, practical 

knowledge of public works, facilities 
and waste management as well as fi nancial 

management procedures. 

Visit our website at: www.algonquinhighlands.ca 
for the full job description. 

Please submit your resume and cover letter by 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, December 18, 2020 to: 

Dawn Mugford-Guay 
Human Resources Coordinator 

Township of Algonquin Highlands 
1123 North Shore Road  

Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1 
Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca

Township of Algonquin Highlands requires an 
Operations Manager

DRIVERS - part time or full time - 
needed for Hyland Taxi. G License 
for taxi is required. B, C or F 
License required for 11 passenger 
van and bus. Call 705-457-9898.

HAV E AN OPIN ION?  
Send your letters to editor@thehighlander.ca (300 words max)
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Highlander puzzles
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.54)
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Flip the Bird by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!NOW REOPENED!

Sweet and Sour by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords 
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Across

1 "Peg ___ Heart" (1912 play)

4 Fist ___ (bros' hellos)

9 Musical twin of F

15 Perjure oneself

16 Small opening?

17 Seeds in the breeze

18 Century's 100: Abbr.

19 Not literally

21 Old-school copy machine

23 Data clerk's take-out order?

24 Shiny, white tooth quality

27 Half of a "Law & Order" 

episode

31 Repeated refusal

32 They're blowing in the winds

34 You can bank on it

35 AMC's "Better Call ___"

38 Spokesclown McDonald

39 Sinking like a stone

42 Walk the beat

45 Squared up

46 "___ Asks Why" (CBC podcast)

49 The least bit

51 Chinwagging jag

54 "Check at Information"

55 Centres of attention

58 Visit by ship

60 Ostrich cousins

61 Description of some wines ... 

or of this puzzle's theme 

answers

66 Coastal rivulet

67 Internet devices

68 Was-saw link in an Elba 

palindrome

69 Hound sound

70 Audiophile's apparatus

71 Door ___ (event lure)

72 Maiden name indicator

Down

1 "Moonstruck" actress Dukakis

2 Most boggy

3 "As you wish, m'lady"

4 Like some closet doors

5 Beginning to form?

6 Boardroom sess.

7 Party pooh-pooher, perhaps

8 Bandaged spots

9 "Sol" rising direction

10 Chaw chewer's receptacle

11 Being a helicopter parent, say

12 Texter's R, often

13 Theology: Abbr.

14 Future therapist's maj.

20 "Not to mention ..."

22 "___ tu" (Verdi aria)

25 Injury additive, in an idiom

26 Linguist Chomsky

28 Rose-rose link, to Gertrude 

Stein

29 View from Peggy's Cove, N.S.: 

Abbr.

30 '60s hallucinogen

33 Wedding-related

36 Person calling from home

37 Perrins's partner in the sauce

39 More annoyingly proper

40 "___, I'm Sandra Dee" ("Grease" 

song)

41 Sporty boat brand

42 Collectible disc in the '90s

43 Calendar span in Spain

44 Leaves in a cup?

46 Capital city of Iran

47 Rogers's dance partner

48 "You can come out now!"

50 Parisian phone greeting

52 You might whack it with a 

racket

53 Runup to I

56 "Let ___!" ("Get 'er going!")

57 Golf green machine

59 "Assuming that's true, ..."

61 Some radio bands

62 Start to "grow" in the fridge, 

say

63 Suffix with solit-

64 "Exodus" hero

65 Vancouver hip-hop duo 

Snotty Nose ___ Kids

CROSSWORD 
sponsored by Ken** Barry

KEN BARRY, Broker
705-754-5280 - ken@kenbarry.com           

Out Standing in his Field



www.royallepagelakesofhaliburton.ca

Minden 
705-286-1234

Kinmount 
705-488-3060

Haliburton 
705-457-2414

TEAM

  *Sales Representative(s)   ** Broker of Record  **CRA

 TRILLIUMTEAM.CA
For more listings, visit

“One phone call to 
the offi  ce! Chris 

James contacted. We 
agreed on an asking 
price. Within a week 

I got an off er!! I 
Accepted. SOLD!!! 

THANK YOU”

�Lawrence E.  
Bacon Road

705-457-2414 ext 27

    LAKES 
HALIBURTON

of
Brokerage Independently Owned & Operated

Anthony 
vanLieshout** 

Marcia 
Bell*

Chris 
James*

Erin 
Nicholls*

Chris 
Smolarz*

MEET THE

• Four season Classic Viceroy style cottage/home
•  3 + 1 bdrms., 2 baths, open concept layout with loads of windows
•  Cathedral ceilings, pine plank � oors, oil furnace + woodstove heat
• Drilled well, full septic, Bunkie and detached garage.  
•  Excellent privacy with over 250 � . � ge, sand wade-in shoreline, 

big lake view. 
• Located on one of Haliburton’s premier lakes. 

HALIBURTON LAKE    $899,000 

CATHY BAIN* 
705-457-2414 ext.44
Cell: 705-854-1553 • cathybain@live.ca

• Vacant waterfront building lot on dead-end road.
• 1.48 acre lot with 125 feet of clean shoreline.
• Shore Road Allowance owned.
• In an enclave of high-end properties.
• South facing.

 WHITE LAKE - VACANT LOT $399,000

• Renovated Historic Kinmount Church
• Cathedral Ceilings, Lo� , Hardwood Floors
• Large Master Bedroom with Walkout
• Walking Distance to Restaurants, Groceries, Park
• Own a Piece of History and Make it Your Own

$299,900  DICKSON ROAD

• Fully-furnished, winterised cottage or home on water.
• Year-round municipally maintained road.
• White Lake is one of the cleanest lakes and low density.
• Private 1.3 AC lot w/gated drive & 125 �  of clean shoreline.
• An amazing � oating boat house included

RUSSELL DRIVE - WHITE LAKE. $879,000

STEVE BRAND* 
705-488-3060
cell/text 416-271-6844 • steve@stevebrand.ca

•  3 + 1 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath, 1860 Sq Ft Home on 31.5 Acres
•  1768 Sq Ft Insulated Workshop with Extra Large 

Garage Doors
•  Large Master, Recreation Room with Stone Fireplace 

& Wetbar
•  Double Attached Garage with Breezeway Featuring 

Hot Tub Room
• Pond, Creek, Endless Possibilities to Run a Business

$699,900  HIGHWAY 118

Holiday 
     Gr� tings

For your trust in our company,
your faith in our expertise,

and for the relationship
we enjoy with you,

we thank you
and sincerely wish you

 

A world of peace and a

Ha� y & Prosperous New Year!

•  267 Acres of Rolling Topography with Mature Sugar Maple Trees
•  30 Acre Private Lake Stocked with Bass, Quiet and Serene
•  Stunning “dry stack” Granite Landscaping , Geothermal 

Heating and Cooling
•  2008 Built Architecturally Green Energy E�  cient Designed
•  6000 sq � , 5 Beds, 5 Baths, 2- 30x40 Winterized Shop and Studio
• Visit www.1342barry.com For Additional Information

$5,500,000  PRIVATE LAKE
•  3 Bedroom, 2 bathroom, 4 Season, 2000 Sq Ft Home/

Cottage
•  0.62 Acre Lot, 100 Feet Clean Smooth Granite Shoreline
• Lakeside Attached Deck with Haliburton Screen Porch
• Sauna, Full Basement, Several Walkouts, Bunkie/Shed
• Comes Fully Furnished and Ready to Enjoy

$849,900  KENNISIS LAKE 

•  
  Evans
• 
• 
  DeCarlo
• 
VanLieshout
• 
• 
• 
Ozersky
• 
• 
• 

  Hatherton  

• High Exposure Corner Commercial Building, Buy or Lease
• 2000 Sq Ft, Large Paved Parking Lot, Many Possibilities
• 12 O�  ce Spaces, 2 Washrooms, Utility Room, Kitchenette
•  Forced Air Heating, Air Conditioning, Town Water & 

Sewer
• Close to Town and All Amenities

699,900  COMMERCIAL 

MARGIE PRESTWICH* 
705-286-1234 ext.223
Cell: 705-306-0491 • margieprestwich@live.ca

SOLD!

SOLD!

NEW LISTING!


