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Cary Brown rides his bicycle in
the snow in Minden Hills Jan. 16.
See more photos on page 19.
Photo by Lisa Gervais.

Courts convict no one over 2020 drug busts

HIGHLANDER INVESTIGATES

By Lisa Gervais

A backlogged court system, exacerbated by
COVID-19, has stalled the cases of locals
charged in major drug busts in 2020.

Of the 24 Haliburton County residents
charged after the execution of major
drug warrants in 2020, 16 are still before
the courts, two have had their charges
withdrawn and another three have seen their

charges stayed. The court office could not
provide information on the remaining three
cases.

There has only been one case resolved
in favour of the Crown, a 38-year-old
Haliburton man pleading guilty Dec. 10,
2020, with sentencing scheduled for Feb. 8,
2021.

A Ministry of the Attorney General
spokesperson told The Highlander Dec.
23, 2020 that “it would be inappropriate

to comment on matters that are before the
Court.”

The charges withdrawn or stayed were
revealed by a Lindsay courthouse update
of matters handled in the Minden court,
provided by the ministry’s office.

Charges are stayed when a judge or
a Crown decides that it would be bad
for the justice system for the case to
continue. This means the issue of guilt or
innocence is never determined. It was not

Continued ‘Some’ on page 14

Students
seek help
with slow
internet

By Joseph Quigley
Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

When the pandemic closed schools

in 2020, student Megan Klose
nonetheless found herself travelling to
the Haliburton Highlands Secondary
School parking lot.

Online learning proved challenging
with their family’s internet quality. To
make do, they utilized the school’s
WiFi hotspot, with her mother — a
teacher — working from the front seat
and Klose taking a class from the back.

“My family faced significant
disadvantages because of our internet
connection,” Klose said.

County council heard that and other
stories of connection problems from
a delegation headed by Point in Time
Jan. 13. The organization is seeking
financial support to help students
struggling to learn due to a lack of
online connectivity.

Point in Time executive director
Marg Cox said it is an issue affecting
approximately 150 children and youth
in the County. She highlighted a survey
they conducted with 59 local youth,
with only 14 per cent reporting they
had reliable internet and 54 per cent
reporting having less-than-unlimited
data.

“We’re really mounting a campaign
focused on, are you in for internet in
Haliburton County,” Cox said.

The group presented two policy
goals: long-term solutions to
connectivity barriers and short-term

Continued ‘Not’ on page 2
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A delegation presented to County council about youth connectivity Jan. 13. Photo by Joseph Quigley.

‘Not fair to students’ who can't connect

Continued from page 1

solutions for youth in urgent need. For
the short-term, they offered ideas like
cellular data plans or hubs, increasing
community access point alternatives,
and meeting the transportation needs
of those who cannot get to hotspots.

County-born McGill University
professor Michael Mackenzie said the
issue is impacting many students, but
not evenly.

“The existing disparities have really
widened for those most in need of
connection,” MacKenzie said. “Both
to educational opportunities and to
supportive services during COVID
... Being connected is critical for the

development, health and wellbeing of
youth.”

Coun. Andrea Roberts praised the
presentation and asked about the
Ministry of Education’s responsibility
to address the issue. Cox said the
group is interested in working with all
levels of government.

“We’re very concerned that if we
wait for provincial intervention that
the youth in our County will be losing
credits,” Cox said. “We concur that
we feel that we’d really like to see
the Ministry of Education stepping up
here. But in lieu of that, we feel we
still need to move forward.”

Cox said public hotspots are

PET TYME
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MAY 27
JUNE10
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@
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important, but there are hurdles such
as ensuring they are robust enough to
handle an increased load and they do
not lead to people gathering too much
for public health protocols.

Council did not pass any specific
motion to address the issue but
agreed to advocate to upper levels of
government and consider financial
support in the 2021 budget.

“Our community deserves and needs
equitable access to the necessities
and in the world that we’re living in,
internet is a necessity,” Klose said.
“It’s something we all need and it’s not
fair to the students that can’t get that
access.”

12621 Hwy 35 Minden
705-286-0727

froyoptical.com

705-286-0727
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Warden Liz Danielsen expressed disappointment at misinformation being circulated
about the shoreline protection bylaw. File photo

County pushes back on
shoreline ‘misinformation’

By Joseph Quigley
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

County council debated the future of its
shoreline bylaw and will hold another special
meeting to address an increasingly fraught
debate over the legislation.

Council decided to schedule a special
meeting Jan. 27 to examine the bylaw and
its upcoming public consultation, which will
include both an online survey and a public
meeting in February or March.

Councillors weighed whether the document
— which would restrict development within
30 metes of the shoreline — should be slowed
in the wake of increased outcry. Warden
Liz Danielsen lamented the spread of
misinformation and council receiving some
vitriol.

“Disappointed to see the number of people
who are willing to cast aspersions about us
and our work,” she said. “About the thought
that this is being sprung upon them and we’re
doing this under the cloak of secrecy. This is
a topic that’s been under discussion for 2.5
years and longer.

“It is unfortunate that people feel they
need to start calling us names and giving
members of council a difficult time ... The
raft of emails we have received in the last
couple of weeks, I believe are reactive of the
misinformation.”

She said they must find a way to combat
the misinformation. She indirectly referenced
the Haliburton County Home Builders
Association (HCHBA) estimating a $750,000
cost to enforce the law and advertising that.
However, that figure is inaccurate. The
County’s current 2021 draft budget features
$115,000 towards enforcement, including
$88,000 for a new officer to assist the one
already on staff.

The HCHBA and others have also pushed to
delay the changes until after the pandemic is
over to allow for an in-person public meeting.
But Coun. Brent Devolin said he opposed that
because the pandemic could linger for the rest
of the term.

“For us to delay it because of COVID ... I
don’t think (the bylaw) will be dealt with in
this term of council and I think that would
truly be a mistake,” he said.

However, deputy warden Patrick Kennedy
said they should hit a pause button on the
document and it is not yet good enough to
move forward.

“I’m not in anybody’s back pocket on
this. I am as much in love with the water as
anybody at this table or in this County,” he
said. “I don’t feel this bylaw is at that stage
yet, to the point it can be taken out to the
public for comment. I fully endorse a step
back ... I feel like we have lost the public
trust on both sides of the issue.”

Kennedy suggested an external consultation
group or committee examine the document,
but Coun. Carol Moffatt pushed back on that.

“Ultimately, it’s our job as the people who
are elected to listen to the public,” Moffatt
said. “Our problem right now is, I think, all
the noise that’s out there. We can’t address
the misinformation without a competing
information campaign, and we can’t do that
without dedicated resources.”

She added council needed to provide input
into what is going out to the public and what
questions will be asked.

Danielsen said people should be more
specific about what parts of the bylaw should
be addressed, which she said it not being seen
in messages lately.

“We’re hearing a lot from all angles and we
need to work hard to try and get it right.”

Carlee Northover
Associate Insurance/Financial Advisor
Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
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Minden Hills budget standing committee met Jan. 14. Photo by Lisa Gervais.

Minden targets 3.65 per cent levy hike

Three per cent taxation and .65 per cent growth

By Lisa Gervais

Minden Hills councillors want a 3.65 per
cent levy increase in the 2021 budget - a
figure they began to work towards Jan. 14
after the second draft of the budget started
at 21.75 per cent.

It is not unusual for the township to begin
with a large number, Mayor Brent Devolin
pointed out. Last year, for example, the first
draft came in at 34.14 per cent. They settled
at a 5.3 per cent tax levy increase.

“In Minden, we haven’t lost our mind,”
Devolin said. “We use a somewhat different
methodology.”

CAO Trisha McKibbin added at the
start of the day, “staff is very much aware
this (21.75 per cent) is not an acceptable
number.

Coun. Bob Carter suggested they set a
target figure and Devolin agreed, saying,
“to set a range of the levy increase might
be a good place to start ... like setting a
destination, embarking on a trip, so we
have that lens as we talk about and make
decisions for council.”

Devolin said they set a number of just
under four per cent for the County of
Haliburton and he wanted to see Minden
Hills within a percentage of that. Carter
and deputy-mayor Lisa Schell suggested
two per cent. Coun. Ron Nesbitt said he’d
be happy with three; Coun. Jean Neville
anywhere between two and four; Coun.
Jennifer Hughey under five and Coun. Pam
Sayne between two and 3.9 per cent.

Councillors decided to go with a target of

a three per cent levy increase and .65 per
cent of growth. Only Coun. Carter voted
against in a recorded vote.

Later in the meeting, Carter suggested
they look to the 2019 and 2020 budget
surpluses to help them reach their goal. He
thought they could use half for the 2021
budget and the other half for the 2022
budget.

Director of finance Lorrie Blanchard said
there was $1 million from 2019 and about
$200,000 from 2020, which meant they
could plug $600,000 from budget surpluses
into third draft numbers for 2021.

The draft had hefty borrowing numbers.
In addition to $12 million for the arena,
there was talk of borrowing more than $7.5
million for roads, bridges and culverts.
Coun. Sayne said she thought Ontario’s
444 municipalities had to continue to lobby
the province for one per cent of the GST to
help townships with infrastructure costs.

Council is also considering whether or not
to proceed with some new hires, including
a deputy treasurer and two new staff for the
building, planning and bylaw department. It
was suggested the hirings could be phased
in and not placed in the budget until Sept.

1 due to the unlikelihood of hiring during
COVID. Council also found efficiencies
by backdating hiring for the new arena and
community centre.

Fire chief Nelson Johnson said they’d
had 298 calls in 2020, the department’s
biggest year to date, representing a 30 per
cent increase. He wants to up wages for

firefighters by 22 per cent, representing a
jump to 180 hours per firefighter from 140.
There also remain outstanding decisions

about roads.

Blanchard said they plan to use gas tax
and OCIF funding [$295,000] for road
resurfacing projects to include Rice, Clear
Lake, Brady Lake, Lochlin, Tom Bolton
and Howland Junction roads.

They are also looking to borrow
$7,768,300 for major roadworks, including
engineering and design for sections of
Scotch Line and Bobcaygeon roads. There
are planned replacement of culverts along
the Shuyler’s Island Causeway and a total
of 34.52kms of mechanical brushing in the
budget.

There was some discussion of cutting
$257,000 for engineering-related costs for
Blairhampton Road.

Schell said she didn’t want to cut anything
from the roads budget.

“This is the department I get the most calls
and complaints about. For years, we’ve
been robbing Peter to pay Paul in this
department. I’d like to see it get left in the
budget.”

Carter said if council hopes to get to 3.65
per cent, they have to ask themselves, “is it
something we really need to do?

“It comes down to having to make
some hard decisions in the end if we are
committed to the tax increase we want to
have. We are going to be paying interest on
whatever we borrow. I’'m all for investing in
this area if we can afford it.”
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By Lisa Gervais

Minden’s new $12.7 million arena and
community centre is not expected to open
until June 1, and possibly later, staff and
councillors determined at a Minden Hills
budget standing committee meeting Jan. 14.

With the province of Ontario declaring a
second state of emergency until Feb. 10 at
the earliest, director of community services,
Craig Belfry, said his original plan of a soft
March 1 opening is not going to happen.

Mayor Brent Devolin raised the issue
while talking about the second draft of the
community services department budget.

Belfry said he was looking for an
additional $616,225 or a 51.57 per cent
increase from 2020 with “the majority
of this increase in association with
operationalizing the new recreation
complex, including equipment, supplies and
staffing.”

Devolin said following the stay-at-home
order effective Jan. 14 to Feb. 10, he
couldn’t see a soft opening happening
before June 1, well past the hockey and
figure skating seasons. He added there was
no point in including new staffing dollars
for the facility as of Jan. 1, 2021, but
instead phasing hiring and related costs to
Sept. 1.

“I think anything short of that is a pipe
dream,” Devolin said. “I just don’t think it’s
on.”

“Turns your world upside down, would
you say?” Devolin asked Belfry.

Belfry said the stay-at-home order
“dramatically” changes what he and his

department had been planning for. He said
with a facility opening delayed until June
it means reduced costs. For example, they
will not have to turn the ice plant on until
late August, saving $10,000-a-month until
then. He agreed staffing could also be
delayed.

Devolin added even if the township
is able to open the complex in June, or
perhaps more realistically for Sept. 1,
the community centre won’t be open for
the types of functions it has hosted in the
past until there is widespread vaccination
locally. He added it would likely mean
limited numbers in the fitness centre and on
the walking track. Belfry thought a reduced
opening could be managed with existing
staff until fully operational.

CAOQ Trisha McKibbin said she would do
a follow-up report for third round budget
talks that not only represents reduced
staffing and operational costs due to
COVID, but reduced revenue as well.

Council voted to set a tentative opening
date of June 1, 2021 with new staffing not
to be budgeted until September 1, 2021.

During the discussion, council also
touched on some of the remaining
purchases at the arena and community
centre to get it up and running.

A report itemized some $167,000 worth
of items that would be considered for
debenturing.

Council also discussed inclusions of
volleyball lines for the gym floor ($1,800),
finishing and sealing the concrete floors
in the stands and upper arena public

B HIGHLANDS EAST NEWS

Backing calls for
pandemic relief

Highlands East Council agreed to support
two external resolutions calling for COVID-
19 support for childcare and veterans’ clubs
at its January 19 meeting.

One resolution from the Town of Carleton
Place asked the province to prioritize
children and childcare in its post-pandemic
recovery plan and provide increased
funding to providers.

Another resolution from the Township
of Huron-Kinloss asked the province to
expedite a planned amendment to provide
a retroactive property tax exemption for
veterans’ clubs from 2019 onward.

Council voted to support both resolutions.

INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

Eco- friendly » Only ash remains!

TIRED OF COMPOSTING TOILETS?

Call us to find out more about
INCINERATING TOILETS!

incineratingtoilets.ca
info@incineratingtoilets.ca

Building steady
despite pandemic

Builders constructed $12.1 million in
projects in Highlands East last year,
compared to $12.25 million in 2019.

Staff presented the 2020 totals for the
building department. The municipality also

issued 192 permits, nine fewer than in 2019.

Deputy mayor Cec Ryall complimented
the building staff. “You guys, under
the circumstances, have done a really
unbelievable job. You were shut down for
a bunch of time where you couldn’t do
anything. What you’ve done - in terms
of the volume of work and the financial
contribution - is really worth saying ‘thank
you’ for.”

Jamie Morton

Associate Financial Advisor

Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
|-41 Maple Avenue | Haliburton
0:705-457-5199 | C:705-571-6946
Jamie_Morton@cooperators.ca
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COVID delays opening of Minden's new rec centre

The S.G. Nesbitt Memorial Arena and Community Centre remains empty. File photo.

washrooms ($35,000). There was also talk
of a snack bar ($60,000), and a security
system ($10,000). Council also approved
the purchase of a ride-on floor machine
($15,995) and an Olympia leveller
($16,800).

Director of finance, Lorrie Blanchard,
said they would be looking to borrow

Committee meetings
to return

Highlands East is rebooting its committees
after a year of hiatus with a joint structure.

Council approved the modified structure
the meeting. The economic development
coordinator will create an agenda for a joint
meeting to be livestreamed sometime in
March, with future meetings after that to be
considered monthly for priority items only.
Public members of the committee would be
panellists.

The municipality has not run committee
meetings since the pandemic due to
technical difficulties and limited IT.

Ryall said the joint structure is a very good
idea.

approximately $12 million for the arena
project over a 25-year period, which would
amount to $638,000 a year in repayments.

In her initial report, Blanchard put all
debentures together, including roads,
bridges and culverts, but Carter said “these
need to be separated as much as possible, so
(they are) kept transparent and clean.”

“I know a lot of committees want to get
into the projects,” Ryall said.

However, the fire committee — which was
investigating service changes and attracted
controversy over fears of hall closures
— will not be included. CAO Shannon
Hunter said fire chief Chris Baughman is
too preoccupied with additional duties as
the community emergency management
coordinator.

“Continuance of the fire committee will be
reviewed at a later date,” Hunter said.

(Highlands East news compiled by Joseph
Quigley, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter).
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COVID-19:
Free public notices
for local businesses

With many businesses either temporarily closed
or making changes to their hours and operations
during the COVID-19 lockdown, The Highlander
can help get the word out to your customers and
the rest of the community.

If you have updates on business hours and
operations, please email them to admin@
thehighlander.ca. They will be posted free of
charge in the paper and online. To save space,
please keep messages to 25 words.

If you would like to place a larger ad to let people
know you are open (or closed), please email
sales@thehighlander.ca.

For news and COVID-19 updates check the
TheHighlander.ca
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By Joseph Quigley
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

County council formalized an economic
development position and collaborative
procurement as its first steps toward
improving operations as recommended by a
service delivery review.

Council discussed the review at a special
meeting Jan. 13. All members agreed to
include an economic development position
in this year’s budget and to begin work on
collaborative procurement later this year.

The initiatives are just two of the 12
overarching areas addressed by consultant
StrategyCorp in the review to improve
collaboration, efficiency and realize more
than $1 million in potential cash flow
improvements. Council also agreed to work
through the other recommendations slowly
at its future meetings.

“I know that this has been a difficult
one,” Warden Liz Danielsen said. “But I
think we’ve come to some agreement about
how we’re going to approach this a bit at a
time, in a reasonable fashion that works for
everybody.”

StrategyCorp recommended the County
hire an economic development officer
this year, with an estimated upfront cost
of $200,000 annually. It also suggested
starting collaborative procurement — joint
purchasing of goods and services by the
County and its lower-tier municipalities —
with estimated savings between $372,000
and $1,193,000 annually once implemented.

Coun. Brent Devolin said it made sense to
move on procurement early.

“That’s some of the savings that fund and
helps some of the things that will come in
subsequent years,” Devolin said.

“It’s a real area of need for the County,”
CAO Mike Rutter said. “No one (on staff)
has that expertise. They’re not a purchasing
expert. That would be really helpful for us.”

But these only represent two of the
six initiatives StrategyCorp suggested
to start in 2021. The others were
communications, waste management,
roads and co-ordination. Council directed
staff to bring back more information
about implementing those and other
recommendations at a future meeting.

Danielsen said ongoing discussions will
be needed, adding better communication is
important.

“We’re not good at communicating with
each other,” she said. “We have discussions
at the County council and quite often the
information just stays here. It doesn’t go
back to the lower-tiers.”

However, Devolin said live-streamed
meetings make it easier for lower-tier
councillors to access.

Although the County may yet move on
other initiatives, deputy warden Patrick
Kennedy cautioned to not overload staff.

“I’m just so worried about our staff, about
burning them out,” Kennedy said. “If it
takes an extra year, I don’t care.”

“We definitely need to agree on an
approach and what those, maybe one or two
low-hanging fruit pieces are,” he said. “That
aren’t going to create a massive workload
for any specific individual.”

Abby Campbell

Associate Insurance/ Financial Advisor
Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
I-41 Maple Avenue | Haliburton
0:705-457-5199 | C: 705-854-0154
Abby_Campbell@cooperators.ca
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County takes first steps in operations overhaul

County council agreed to start work on joint purchasing of goods and services, such as

contracts and road salt. Photo via Flickr.

Kennedy praised council for getting

through the meeting.

“I’m just so proud of this group,”

Kennedy said. “We’ve made some pretty

big decisions and I’m just so thrilled to be
part of it.”

Groups focus of OPP COVID enforcement

By Joseph Quigley
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The OPP is enforcing a new stay-at-home
order and dispersing larger gatherings, but
said it is not targeting individuals.

The province introduced a new stay-at-
home order Jan. 14, demanding people
only leave for essential trips such as work,
purchasing goods, exercise, caring for
animals or others, or moving. The province
also said law enforcement would be
empowered to issue fines under the order.

OPP spokesperson Const. Iryna
Nebogatova said the attention the order
has received has brought more complaints,
which drive enforcement. She added
gatherings - limited to five people outdoors
- are the main source of the complaints.

“I do understand the stay-at-home order
under the emergency management and Civil
Protection Act, Reopening Ontario Act are
quite confusing,” Nebogatova said. “What
we are focusing on here would be the large
gatherings, the gatherings whether they’re
indoor or outdoor.

“The individuals are not the focus of this
enforcement,” she added.

In a press release Jan. 15, OPP said it
could levy fines of $750 for failing to
comply with the order and/or $1,000
for preventing others from complying.
However, the press release added that

officers will not arbitrarily stop an
individual or vehicle to check compliance
with the orders.

“Individuals are not expected to provide
proof of essential work,” OPP said.
“Officers can ask an individual to identify
themselves if they have reasonable grounds
to believe the individual is violating an act.”

The province said bylaw enforcement can
also issue fines under the order, but Dysart
et al bylaw officer Robert Mascia said he is
redirecting complaints to OPP.

“If the OPP require assistance in
enforcement measures, the municipality’s
bylaw department will gladly help,” Mascia
said.

Cottagers being allowed

County resident Donna Pugh said she called
police on a cottager neighbour who visited
their secondary residence this past weekend.

But Pugh said OPP indicated that it is
allowed — and they were not going to
attend to address someone travelling to a
secondary residence.

“Our premier of the province has strongly
told us all to stay home,” Pugh said. “Then
to see our County booming with people
who don’t live here all the time, when
they’re asked to stay home, I just find that
really frustrating.”

The order states someone can travel to

OPP have begun enforcing a new stay-at-home order but said it is focused on gatherings

rather than individuals. File photo.

another residence if they intend to be there
for less than 24 hours and are attending for
an essential purpose; or if they intend to
reside there for at least 14 days.

Nebogatova did not directly address
cottager enforcement when asked but said
there are exemptions for people to leave
their homes under the order that should be
respected.

“We are requesting that the members of
the public voluntarily comply with the new
stay-at-home order to limit their mobility
outside their homes except for essential
reasons,” she said.

Pugh said despite the province’s words,
the enforcement is not going far enough.

“The whole thing doesn’t have many
teeth,” she said.
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Students must not be left behind

The image of an educator and student
needing to teach and learn from a car at a
WiFi hotspot in the County does not sit well
with me.

But that’s what the Klose family had to
do when the pandemic closed Haliburton
Highlands Secondary School in 2020. Like
many County families, they don’t have the
internet required to support online learning.

Point in Time, which has been looking
into the issue, says it’s affecting
approximately 150 students and youth in
the County. Executive-director Marg Cox
added they surveyed 59 local youth, and
only 14 per cent said they had reliable
internet and 54 per cent said they have less-
than-unlimited data.

In the first instance, this is probably due
to our poor connectivity and in the second
it may be due to economic hardship. Some
families can afford unlimited. Some cannot.

Point in Time is spearheading a campaign.
Long-term, it’s about overcoming
connectivity barriers. Short-term, it’s
solutions for youth in urgent need, such
as cellular data plans or hubs, increasing
community access point alternatives, and
meeting the transportation needs of those
who cannot get to hotspots.

Cox brought her plea to County council.
They suggested it was a Ministry of
Education issue. However, Cox pointed out
that they could not wait for the ministry to

Il COVID CORNER

Vaccine safety

The official Summary of Adverse Events
Following Immunization (AEFIs) for
COVID-19 from Dec. 13, 2020 to Jan. 9,
2021 says there were 21 adverse events
out of 113,246 COVID-19 vaccines
administered in Ontario. This is a reporting
rate of 18.5 per 100,000 doses administered.
All 21 were listed as non-serious (100
per cent of total AEFT reports). The most
common reported adverse event was
allergic skin reaction, reported in 43 per
cent of the total 21 AEFI reports. No AEFI
reports met the “serious” definition, and
there were no AEFI reports that included
“medically important events or COVID-19
vaccine-specific adverse events of special
interest.” [Source: COVID-19 vaccine
safety: Weekly report on adverse effects
following immunization - Canada.ca] All
adverse events are tracked and monitored.
Safety data from the Evidence Summary
provided by Pfizer-BioNTech research data
tell us that 44,000 subjects were randomly
placed in either the group receiving the
vaccine or in the group that got a placebo
(fake vaccine). From the 21,669 who
received the vaccine, report of pain at the
injection site was common (up to 83 per
cent), resolved within one or two days, and
was considered mild or moderate. Fatigue
was reported in 34-59 per cent of recipients
(varying by age groups), headaches 25-51
per cent, muscle aches 11-37 per cent, fever
1.4-3.7 per cent (more common in subjects
younger than 55 years). These symptoms
started within one day of receiving the

take action as it is not going to happen any
time soon, if at all.

Council didn’t pass any specific motions
but said they’d lobby upper levels of
government and “consider” financial
support in the 2021 budget.

Unfortunately, that really isn’t good
enough.

Students are locked out of schools now
and for the immediate future. The County
can lobby Laurie Scott and Jamie Schmale
all they want but nothing is going to happen
quickly. And the budget won’t be passed for
another month or two.

Warden Liz Danielsen suggested they
could dip into safe restart funding — and
they should. While maybe this is not how
the province would like the money to be
spent, in this case it might be better to beg
forgiveness than ask for permission.

If they cannot provide the dollars to
help families with technology to get them
connected, they could open their facilities
as temporary hotspots. There is the newly-
refurbished Minden recreation complex,
upstairs at the Haliburton arena or the Keith
Tallman Arena in Wilberforce. There is the
Dorset Recreation Complex.

Someone would have to immediately
jump in to finalize a list of needy families,
and perhaps organize volunteer drivers to
get them transported to those WiFi hotspots.
There will be logistics around public health

vaccine and resolved within two days. The
majority of symptoms were described as
mild or moderate.

An evidence summary provided by
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine researchers
tell us that 30,413 subjects were
randomized to receive either the vaccine
or a placebo. Pain at injection site was
reported in 83 per cent of people after dose
one, and 88 per cent of people after dose
two. Redness was reported in 2.8-6.3 per
cent of people and swelling in 6.1-12.2 per
cent. Fatigue was reported in 37-65 per
cent; headache 32-58 per cent; muscle pain
22-58 per cent and joint pain in 16-42 per
cent of participants. Fever (38.9-40 degrees
Celsius) occurred in less than 0.1 per cent
after first dose and 1.3 per cent after second
dose. Symptoms appeared in the first one
to two days after the vaccine was given and
lasted only one to two days.

In summary, the most common adverse
events reported from the two research
studies were mild to moderate and short-
lived. The reactions were less common
in older adults than in younger adults.
Participants are to be monitored for two
years after the second dose of vaccine to
measure long-term protection and safety.

These research safety data were published
only after a third party unbiased review
was given by NACI (Canada’s National
Advisory Committee on Immunization).
NACI is an external advisory body that
provides independent and continuing
scientific and public health reviews to the

protocols too. The
Trillium Lakelands
District School Board
could surely assist

as it knows of bus
drivers not working
right now. Perhaps
smaller school buses
could be enlisted in
the effort. There are
resources in this community. They just have
to be enabled.

While County council talks about
lobbying upper levels of government, and
perhaps putting money in the 2021 budget,
we’ve already seen the Haliburton and
District Lions Club jump in with $1,000
towards the cause. Once again, it looks like
the community is having to bail out yet
another need in our County.

We have heard so many press
announcements, federally, provincially and
municipally about the billions of dollars
going into ensuring no one is left behind
when it comes to connectivity - and yet - at
least 150 school children here are being
left behind. They need the help now - not
in a month or two. It’s not just time for the
County to step up, either. Scott and Schmale
should be embarrassed that constituents in
the County have to drive to a high school
parking lot in Haliburton, in winter, so they
can teach and learn.

By Lisa Gervais

Public Health
Agency of Canada
(PHAC) that is
responsible for
public health,
emergency
preparedness and
response, and infectious and chronic disease
control and prevention.

When it comes to effectiveness, at seven-
plus days, after the second dose of Pfizer’s
vaccine, 95 per cent protection from
COVID-19 was achieved. Protection begins
as early as 12 days after receiving dose
number one. Moderna’s research reported
that starting two weeks after the second
dose of vaccine there is 94.5 per cent
protection. It is 80 per cent effective after
one dose.

These vaccines are considered highly
effective at preventing infection of COVID-
19 and are shown to be safe and well
tolerated.

Currently, both Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines are being tested on the SARS-
CoV-2 variant mutations and have been
shown to maintain protection against these
variants. Mutations will continue to occur in
the virus, but they alter only small pieces of
the virus. Thanks to the technology of the
mRNA vaccines there is a broad immune
response activated that creates many
antibodies. While we do not know for how
long the immune response will protect us,
we do know that these vaccines will, over
time, literally open our doors to freedom.

By Dr. Nell Thomas
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Brenda-Lee Cunningham titles this photo “friends of our Algonquin Highlands.”

B LETTERS

Scott ignoring
environmental questions

Dear editor,

S. McCormick nailed the most important
issue of the era in the letter published in the
January 14th Highlander.

In this case it’s Laurie Scott who’s
ignoring the question (1 must write to her,
but I’ve done that before and 1 think The
Highlander is a better option) and Doug
Ford who’s ignoring the issue.

It seems that the COVID crisis is just
the excuse some politicians have wanted,
in order to sweep away some bothersome
irritants that they would rather not think
about.

By that | mean vital provincial
responsibilities, which include nurturing the
health of our wetlands and wildlands.

Governments in the past, including

Conservative governments, have from time
to time made the tough choice, and the right
choice, to prioritize nature over profit.

It’s appalling that the Ford government
apparently sees the pandemic as an
opportunity to vandalize the modest amount
of environmental protection that presently
exists in Ontario, knowing discussion and
debate will be virtually non-existent - note
Laurie Scott’s response to the question from
The Highlander.

I wrote to David Crombie a few weeks
ago to congratulating him on his principled
stand in resigning as chair of the Greenbelt
Council.

I wish the Ford Government would listen
to him.

John Bateman
Minden Hills

Remembering
Camp Comak

Dear editor,

So great to hear the Leslie M. Frost Centre
is finding a new life with the OPSEU
purchase (Highlander, January 14, 2021).

Even better to hear that the plans include
community engagement and collaboration
through the municipality. That’s what good
neighbours do.

Not mentioned in the article and editorial
was the centre’s connection to “good old”
Camp Comak. Campers arrived by bus
at the centre and were marshalled by age
category, while waiting for the “Coma-
King” pontoon boat to ferry us over to the
island one small group at a time. LMFC
represented the start of an exciting time
at camp, and, the melancholy moment
of departure for home and normal (read,

boring) routine.

Beyond that, the centre was also the place
where we gathered to venture up the forest
fire tower and be terrorized by the desent
down the ladder (I froze when the trap door
was opened, much to the aggravation of the
counsellors who had to shuttle me down).

Most memorably, LMFC hosted
the entire camp population in the rec hall
on July 20, 1969, to watch and hear Neil
Armstrong land on the Moon on their (by
today’s monster standards) small black and
white T.V. - one small step for Man, many,
many trips for the Coma-King! Now that’s
a memory!

I’'m sure hundreds of former Camp
Comakers will be happy to see the centre be
an active energetic place again.

R. D. (Bob) Waldon
Caledon and Halifax, Canada
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Dealing with change

At the Trillium Lakelands District School
board’s first virtual meeting of 2021,
trustees heard Director of Education Wes
Hahn paint a picture of a school system
that, while attempting to deliver the best
education possible during a pandemic, is
straining at the seams to cope with all the
changes that are being thrown at it.

“This has been quite a week of dealing
with change,” Hahn told the Jan. 12
meeting.

The board will deliver programming
virtually until at least Jan. 25. Hahn was
expecting an announcement from public
health and the ministry of education Jan.
20 about a return to in-person education.
The announcement was not made before
publish time. He also hoped parents were
not confused by the fact some urban boards
in southern Ontario will continue to deliver
programming virtually until Feb. 10.

“We strongly recommend that our teaching
staff stay home,” Hahn said. “Custodial
staff will be at school along with teachers
and educational assistants who have
special needs students in their building still
receiving in-person education.”

Hahn told trustees when in-person
education does return, enhanced screening
protocols will be in place and the testing of
asymptomatic students stepped up.

“I realize the toll that this is taking on
families, students and staff.” Hahn said.

“It is especially hard on teachers with their
own children at home. Internet conductivity
issues have become extremely stressful
also. I appreciate the patience all our
parents have shown through this pandemic.

“We need to celebrate what we are doing,”
Hahn said. “Teachers are working so hard.
It is very encouraging to see the things that
are happening and we want to make sure

we are supporting teachers, particularly
those delivering learning at home which
many teachers are finding difficult.”

Wait lists

Hahn addressed the issue of wait list times
for students moving from on-line learning
to in-person learning and vice-versa and
said parents will need to remain patient.
“Until spaces become available,
students won’t be moving.” Hahn said.
“Re-organization is very stressful at this
time. We can’t keep all families happy. We
will not engage in a large-scale re-sorting as
it will send the system into upheaval.”
Hahn told trustees there are 70 students
in the elementary panel requesting a return
to in-person learning, with five wanting to
move from in-person to on-line learning.

Student trustee reports

Student trustees Kaylee Kelly and Ryder
Lytle presented anecdotal data provided
by peers to indicate that for some students
this very unusual school year has been
extremely challenging.

Lytle told trustees and senior staff that
board software packages are not capable
of converting senior math and science
annotations and technical terminology,
making it very challenging to do the work
on-line.

Kelly shared students, particularly those
responsible for care of younger siblings
while parents work, have found keeping up
with their on-line work all but impossible.

“Students are finding themselves
unmotivated and overwhelmed. They are
overstressed. There is too much material
coming at them and too little time to do
it,” Kelly said. “Many are facing five-plus
hours on-line with three full lessons and

Local school playgrounds remain empty. Photo by Lisa Gervais.

an evaluation every day. Three quarters

of the people I speak with respond
negatively (about their current educational
experiences). ”

Brohman advocates
for parents

Haliburton trustee Gary Brohman thanked
the student trustees for the insights.

“We need to meet all student needs at this
time. Virtual learning makes school more
challenging for many students. Hopefully
(all students learning on-line) this is
only a couple more weeks and it needs
to be without a load of homework and

expectations,” Brohman said.

Brohman also wanted to know what the
board could do for a family educating
multiple children at home with only one
computer or inadequate internet.

“The parent should call their home
school,” Hahn said, “and packages are
available for students to work from home.”

The Haliburton trustee raised a final
scenario about parents unable to get their
senior elementary students to even log on,
let alone do work on-line.

“We recommend that you contact the
home principal to request work packages
that might work better,” Hahn suggested.
(School board news compiled by Kirk
Winter)

Non-profit housing complex gets new playground

By Joseph Quigley
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Children in Wilberforce’s Maple View
complex are enjoying a new $34,000
playground area thanks to a grant from the
Ontario Trillium Foundation.

The Monmouth Township Non-Profit
Housing Corporation announced the
completion of the playground Jan. 14.
Originally finished in October, the structure
and rubber matting area replaced one that
was 25 years old.

Administrator Kathy Rogers said the play
area benefits their residents and is a way
for the children there to play more safely
without having to exit the community
amidst a pandemic.

The playground “does get used quite a lot
by families that are here and so we wanted
to be able to replace it,” Rogers said.

The structure features an additional slide
and an extra level compared to the old one.
There is also an adjusted wooden border
in one area of the matting, allowing for
easier access for strollers, walkers and
wheelchairs.

Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock MPP
Laurie Scott said it is great news for
residents.

“Improving playground infrastructure
encourages physical activity for youth and
increases accessibility for families living in
the community,” she said.

In a press release, the corporation said the
project has a “positive, long-term outcome.”

“The children who live in the complex,
and visitors who come to the building, will
enjoy many more years of active play with
friends and neighbours when conditions
improve,” the press release said. “Families
who receive safe affordable housing within
our complex will have amenities right
outside their door, making playtime easy.”

The corporation reached its 25th
anniversary in 2020 but was unable to
host a celebration due to the pandemic.
Still, Rogers said it was great to reach the
milestone.

“It’s very exciting,” she said. “We’ve done
well and the building’s in great shape. Great
tenants. Helped out a lot of people along the

»

way.

Monmouth Township Non-Profit Housing Corporation administrator Kathy Rogers stands
next to a new playground recently completed at the complex. Photo by Joseph Quigley.
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Highlands East to rein in exotic animals

By Joseph Quigley
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Highlands East council voted to move
ahead with drafting an exotic animal bylaw
to address the possibility of them in the
municipality.

Bylaw enforcement officer, Kristen
Boylan, brought the idea forward Jan.

19. She said it was a response to a recent

controversy in the neighbouring Hastings

Highlands, where the municipality lacked
such a law to address a family bringing in
a collection of lions and tigers to create a

roadside safari experience.

Boylan said Ontario is the only Canadian
province without exotic animals legislation.
About half of Ontario municipalities have
rules on them, but none within the County.
She said with the dog bylaw due for an
update, she decided they should address the
matter.

“If we do not have a bylaw, there’s
nothing to stop anyone from bringing in
say, lion cubs, bears, pythons,” Boylan said.
“No way of having any enforcement should
we receive any complaints.”

Boylan also offered an option to have a
unified bylaw including dogs and exotic
pets, but deputy mayor Cec Ryall said it
would make more sense to separate them.

“In the case of dogs, it’s pretty well
defined,” Ryall said, noting the distinction
between exotic and other unregulated
animals such as domestic cats. “We’re
going to licence exotic animals, but we’re
not going to licence cats.”

As an example, Boylan cited a 2019
Huntsville bylaw, which she said reduced
complaints there. Coun. Suzanne Partridge
said she is in favour of prohibiting exotic
pets but added she did not want to do so for
dog hybrids, which are illegal in Huntsville.

“My last dog who just died in June was a
hybrid and I wouldn’t have been allowed

Highlands East is preparing an exotic animal bylaw. Photo via Flickr.

to have her and it was a sweetheart,” she
said, adding it can be difficult to determine
a hybrid without DNA testing. “It can’t
just be the judgement of the bylaw control
officer.”

Boylan replied she could research and

bring forward information on hybrids.

Coun. Cam McKenzie said the
municipality would need to figure out
how to grandfather the rules for those who
already have such pets.

“Snakes are more common than what most

people realize,” McKenzie said. “To try and
prohibit them is going to cause some issues
... That is something we maybe want to
think about before we do this.”

Muskoka outdoes Haliburton in climate change goals

By Joseph Quigley
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Muskoka Climate change co-ordinator
Kevin Boyle said the district’s goal of
reducing its corporate and community
emissions by 50 per cent in the next 10
years was no certainty.

Boyle spoke to an audience of 37 at the
Environment Haliburton! (EH) enviro-café
Jan. 12 to discuss “A New Leaf: Muskoka’s
Climate Strategy” and its creation.

The strategy’s goal is significantly greater
than Haliburton County’s corporate plan to
reduce its emissions by 30 per cent from
2018 levels by 2030. Boyle doubted the
goal would have been reached without
the advocacy efforts of Climate Action
Muskoka (CAM), who demanded it.

“You see them every Friday on the corner.
That momentum really builds,” Boyle said.
“While that is an ambitious target, that
shouldn’t be seen as an ambitious target.
That is what the science tells us we should
do. That should be seen as the baseline.”

Boyle highlighted the years of effort that
went into building the climate strategy
passed Dec. 21, which also includes a net-
zero emissions target by 2050. He said
action is needed to address climate change
and took pride in Muskoka’s efforts.

“I am very happy despite how confusing
the process was - and it was - where we got
to and how much support the council has
for it and how much support the community
has for it,” Boyle said.

“It brings strong policy leadership and
firm targets which put climate action at the
forefront of all decision-making,” CAM
spokesperson Melinda Zytaruk said in a
press release.

The County of Haliburton passed its
corporate climate change mitigation plan in
September. The County is still working on
adaptation and community plans.

Boyle complimented the County for
getting all its lower-tier townships on board
with the overarching plan but said he could
not celebrate if Muskoka went for a lower

target, given scientific consensus about the
need for greater reductions.

“I would rather fail at meeting 50 per cent
but try, rather than set something lower.

In saying that, I’m not criticizing other
governments that haven’t set that target.
Maybe they could set that target and blow
beyond it,” Boyle said.

Canada’s formal goal is to reach a 30
per cent reduction of 2005 levels by 2030,
though the federal government has said it
will exceed that. Ontario’s climate action
plan aims to reduce its emissions by 37 per
cent by 2030 from 1990 levels.

Boyle said the goal will require
community buy-in, given 98 per cent of the
district’s emissions are from community-
based sources.

“You need buy-in from everybody. So,
you really want everyone at the table
when you’re developing those reduction
strategies,” he said.

EH! vice-president Terry Moore said
the presentation had takeaways for the

Muskoka climate change co-ordinator Kevin
Boyle spoke to the district's new plan at an
enviro-café. Photo by Joseph Quigley.

organization for when the County begins its
community planning.

“It’s a lot of encouragement,” Moore said.
“Some really good ideas and lessons for
us.”
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We can help you navigate
the process in this changing world.
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« 4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms
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Tod Vasey
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| 705-455-2034
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LITTLE REDSTONE LAKE - $895,000
Beautiful building lot on prestigious Little Redstone Lake! This well
treed, very private property features 5.7 acres and 930ft of clean rock and sand
shoreline. Exceptional sunrise views with clean deep-water

swimming. Driveway is installed and potential building site is
cleared. Bring plans for your refreat and begin the dream today!

Out Standing in my Pield
KEN | 705-754-5280 | ken@kenbarry.com

Commercial Investment - $680,000 This is it! Situated overlooking scenic Highway 35,
One of the busiest and most visible comer locations in Haliburton County. Over 860 feet
of frontage on 2 roads backing onto the Gull River. Take your canoe or fishing

boat right from the back of this property and navigate down to Gull Lake.

Municipal water and sewers. Level 2-acre commercial property. Income

already in place. A spacious 3 bedroom detached rental home along with

a very established and reputable commercial tenant.

’—S[A‘LEES REPRESXI’AT@ RR
705-935-1011 - MovingTheHighlands.com « Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

RE/MAX
PROFESSIONALS
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Based on 2019 residential transactions sides. Source: CREA, RE/MAX
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Highlander business

B WORKING MOMS

There are a small number of stay-at-home moms in Haliburton County who combine raising children and running a business. In this series, Carolyn Allder speaks with some of them.

‘Not just a mom' doing something she loves

By Carolyn Allder

After Kenzie Merritt puts her daughter,
Arden, down for her afternoon nap, she
takes her oldest son, Joey, downstairs.

As the early afternoon sunlight floods
the basement, Joey sits and watches his
favourite show The Wiggles while Merritt
plugs in her wood burner. She figures she
has an hour or so to get some work done.

The stay-at-home mom operates a
business called Happy Twig Shop where
she uses reclaimed birch wood and turns
it into magnetic alphabet disks or wedding
ring holders which are her best seller.

Merritt’s business is new, only just over
a year old. It all started when she decided
to turn some inexpensive wooden cutting
boards into Christmas gifts by using a wood
burner.

“I had so much fun with it and everyone
loved the gifts I did, I thought I would try
some different stuff. So, I starting cutting
some rounds. I had never wood burned
before but I loved it so much I ended up
buying a better-quality burner.”

Merritt, originally from the Hamilton area,
moved to Minden in the fall of 2019.

“When we moved up here, it was
questionable if T was going to find work
when mat leave was over and would we
have to put two kids in daycare or could
I stay home with them. Then COVID
hit. [My husband Jamie and I] made the
decision we were going to try to make it
work with me staying home and this is kind
of a bonus.”

Merritt says she is trying to find the
balance between being with her kids and
filling the orders she is getting.

“My mornings are all about the kids. I’ll
take them out places or go for walks. I can

not get work done with the two of them
(by her work corner in the basement). I
leave the work until nap time. Some days
Joey will watch cartoons or play on his
own. Some days it just doesn’t happen. I’ve
just learned to accept that because if T get
stressed about it, it’s not helping anybody.
Night time is my prime time to get my
work done.”

Merritt sits at her work table. She starts
burning the name on a “First Christmas™
ornament while a small video monitor
shows her daughter sleeping in her crib.
Her three-year-old son starts drawing on
a nearby white board. The Wiggles are
singing about fruit salad on the TV.

“] started the Etsy store with the mindset
if I didn’t sell anything, I wasn’t losing
anything. I was going to be a stay-at-home
mom regardless, this is just my effort
at bringing in some extra money and
something for me. I love creating stuff.
love doing this. I found that I was getting
absorbed in just being a mom every day. I
love that the kids see me working and that
I’m not just their gopher. I actually have
something I do myself.

Some days I feel like a rock star, I’ve been
a super mom and been so productive with
work and then realize we have no clean
clothes. I'm still working on finding the
balance.”

Most of Merritt’s orders are from word
of mouth such as the custom charcuterie
boards which Joey sometimes helps wax or
a wooden tic tac toe game.

“My grandpa always told me to find
something to do that you love then you
never work a day in your life. I’m not
making a steady income but I’'m doing
something I love and I’'m not just a mom.”

Kenzie Merritt and sometimes helper, Joey. Photo by Carolyn Allder.

Chamber of commerce gets new executive director

By Joseph Quigley
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Haliburton Highlands Chamber of
Commerce has a new executive director to
help guide the organization as it navigates
the pandemic in 2021.

The chamber announced Jan. 18 that
Amanda Conn is taking over the position
from Jennifer Locke, who left Jan. 15. With
the move, the organization also announced
it would undertake a strategic planning
process in early 2021.

Conn said she hopes to build on the
successes of her predecessor.

“We are certainly looking to continue to
be - and strengthen - the voice of business
in the Haliburton Highlands,” Conn said.

The new executive director said she has
lived in the Highlands full-time for a year.
She said her background is in software
companies of many different sizes, as well
as president of the Brady Lake Ratepayers’
Association.

“The board is excited to work with
Amanda and we are confident that the
Chamber is in good hands,” president
Andrea Strano said. “Under Amanda’s
guidance the chamber will be well-
positioned to thrive and continue to support
our members during these challenging
times, and for years to come.”

In a press release, the organization also
highlighted its 2020 efforts overseen by
Locke, including the chamber partnership
initiative to provide a youth wage subsidy
and job board, online training, COVID-19
recovery and getting municipal support for
an official BuyCloseBy season.

“The board and members are grateful
for Jennifer’s hard work, dedication, and
progress that she helped the chamber
achieve during her time in this role. She
has grown and nurtured relationships with
leaders and other organizations in our
community that will continue to be very
beneficial to the success of the chamber,”
Strano said.

The Haliburton Highlands Chamber of Commerce has hired Amanda Conn as its new

executive director. Submitted photo.

The chamber is still working out its
strategic planning process, but Conn said
its role in the pandemic is to communicate
effectively with its members.

“Provide as many resources and
opportunities as we can,” Conn said.
“Looking for different ways we can support
our members and really be a strong voice
for business.”
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Highlander investigates

Some facing charges from separate incidents

Continued from page 1
stipulated why the charges were dropped
or stayed.

The Highlander has also learned that four

Haliburton County residents were charged
in connection with more than one drug
bust in 2020.

A then 59-year-old man and a 49-year-
old man were charged on May 13, 2020
with trafficking cocaine. They were
charged again on May 28 - just 16 days
later - with possession for the purpose of
trafficking cocaine. Both are still before
the courts.

A then 30-year-old Haliburton man was
also charged Jan. 30, 2020 with trafficking
cocaine, possession of property obtained
by crime under $5,000 and possession of
cocaine for trafficking. He was charged
again on Nov. 12, 2020 - 10 months later
- with possession of cocaine and fentanyl
for the purpose of trafficking. He is still
before the courts.

And a now 26-year-old Minden Hills
man was charged on Jan. 30, 2020 - had
those charges stayed on Dec. 2, 2020 -
and was also charged on April 9, 2020
with possession, trafficking cocaine and
possession of methamphetamine. He also
had charges related to firearms and stolen
property.

The ministry spokesperson said that
the federal Crown, through the Public

Prosecution Service of Canada (PPSC), is
responsible for prosecuting charges laid
under the Controlled Drug and Substances
Act.

They told The Highlander Jan. 4, 2021
that the PPSC makes every effort to
resolve files in a timely manner. They
added they cannot comment on specific
factors affecting any particular case. There
are numerous factors which are outside of
their control, a spokesperson added.

“For instance, when a person charged
with an offence exercises his or her right
to set a trial date in the Ontario Court of
Justice or to have a preliminary inquiry
and a trial in the Superior Court of Justice,
it is not unusual for the matter to remain
before the courts for over a year or more,”
she said.

“In addition, court closures and
reductions in matters proceeding due to
the COVID-19 pandemic have had an
impact on many of our files.”

‘it feels like

whack-a-mole’

Haliburton Highlands OPP detachment
commander Liane Spong would not
comment on the courts.

However, she said that one of the biggest
challenges with drugs is recidivism, or

An image of the Scales of Justice. Flickr.

repeat offences.

“We know recidivism is always
anticipated,” Spong said. “That is how
our team does so well. They anticipate
there’s going to be recidivism and they are
already working on a layered approach
to that. They are already on top of people
every step of the way. When we are able
to execute another series of successful
warrants, some of the same players are
re-arrested again.”

Dysart et al Mayor Andrea Roberts
declined to comment on the court system.
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However, she did say it is “disheartening
and really frustrating” to see people
arrested, charged and released only to be
arrested, charged and released a second
time.

“It feels like whack-a-mole. Where you
take down two or three people and make
some good arrests and hope that you’ll
alleviate the problem and it pops up again.
Punishment enough is obviously not a
deterrent,” she said. “It’s a bit of a joke.”

Next week: A look at the opioid crisis

Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911 AFTER-HOURS MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY DIAL 1-866-856-3247

(Virtual) Council Meetings

Council and Committee of the
Whole meetings are currently
being conducted virtually via web
conference and Closed Session
meetings via teleconference, until
further notice. Meetings begin at
9:00 AM unless otherwise noted.

The schedule of
upcoming meetings are:

January 28
Regular Council Meeting

February 11
Committee of the Whole Meeting

Members of the Public are invited
to observe Council proceedings by
joining a live-stream link available
on the township website at www.

mindenhills.ca/council/ or by
using the direct link provided in
the notice. We encourage those
wishing to view the meeting to
also download the agenda, as
it will not be displayed during
the streaming process. Meeting
agendas can be downloaded
by visiting our website at www.
mindenhills.ca/council/.

Please note the live-stream link
provided for each meeting will
only be activated while Council is
in session.

Notice — 2021 Budget Deliberations

The Council of the Corporation of the Township
of Minden Hills will commence the 3rd Round
of its 2021 Budget deliberations during its
Regular Meeting of Council via web conference
scheduled for January 28, 2021.

Trisha McKibbin, CAQ/Clerk
705-286-1260 ext. 505
tmckibbin@mindenhills.ca

Request for Proposal
RFP #ADM 21-01

Bob Lake Public Boat Launch Design

The Township of Minden Hills and the Bob Lake
Association are seeking proposals from qualified
consultants for the preparation of a preliminary
engineering design sufficient to determine the
layout and positioning of a single station boat
launching ramp at Claude Brown Road
on Bob Lake.

The deadline for submissions is
February 5,2021 by 12:00 noon.
Visit our website at www.mindenhills.ca for
more information and how to submit a proposal.

Tax Statements for Income Tax Purposes

Requests for Tax Statements can be mailed to the
following address, or placed in the Township drop
box labelled and located on the north wall of the
Administration building facing Pritchard Lane and
the Municipal parking lot. It is accessed from the
wheelchair entrance and is at the top of the first ramp.

Absolutely no cash is to be deposited
in the drop box.

Township of Minden Hills, PO Box 359, #7 Milne Street,
Minden, ON KOM 2K0

Please include your name, the property roll number,
amailing address, as well as an email address and/
or phone number with your request. Requests will be
emailed if an email address is provided; otherwise the
statement will be mailed through Canada Post.

Requests must be accompanied by a cheque for the
applicable fee of $10.00, for each property roll.

Requests will be processed in accordance with
COVID19 safety protocols, so please allow a minimum
of two (2) weeks for processing. If your request does

not include all of the required information or fee, the
Township will not be held responsible for any delays in
providing the requested information.

Landfill Safety

Please continue to practice social distancing at
landfills. Keep 2m distance between you and
others on site and only attend if
absolutely necessary.

Waste Reduction Tj

The average four-person household uses 2 rolls of
paper towel per week. At $1.50 per roll, that's $156
per year! Try switching to cloth whenever possible to
reduce waste and save money.

A Message From the Fire Department

Choosing a Fire Extinguisher
for Your Home

At home, place the power to put out small
fires in your hands and within your reach.

Step 1:
 Choose primary extinguishers for your
home. This includes solutions for your living
area, garage or workshop, and they’re
pieces of equipment that you absolutely
must have, according to the NFPA.

e Living area — For your main home
protection, install a 2-A: 10-B:C rated living
area unit on every level of your home, no
more than 40 feet apart. Class A-B-C.

© Garage/Workshop — Due to volumes
of flammable liquids in the garage, you
should install a higher rated unit such as the
3-A:40B-C Garage/Workshop unit.
Class A-B-C.

Step 2:
 Choose supplementary extinguishers
for your kitchen and areas with a higher
likelihood of electrical equipment fires.
These are not required, but are highly
recommended.

o Kitchen — The kitchen is the likeliest place
you will have a fire. Protect your home with
a 711A extinguisher in the kitchen area.

e Electrical — Ideal for tackling fires involving
energized electrical equipment with a rating
of 1-A: 10-B:C. Class B-C.

How to use Fire Extinguishers

Stand 5 feet away from the fire and follow the four-step
PASS procedure recommended by the National Fire
Protection Association:

P - Pull the pin and hold the extinguisher with
the nozzle pointing away from you.

A - Aim low at the base of the fire.

S - Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly to discharge the
extinguishing agent. (When the agent first hits the fire,
the fire may briefly flare up. This should be expected.

S - Sweep the nozzle from side to side, moving carefully
toward the fire. Keep the extinguisher aimed
at the base of the fire.

When to use Fire Extinguishers

It's important to remember that fire extinguishers are
only one element of a complete fire survival plan. Only
use your extinguisher after making sure:

o All residents of the home have been evacuated
to safety

o The fire department has been notified

o There is a clear exit behind the person using
the extinguisher

Use your extinguisher only to keep a small self-
contained fire from growing, only when the room is not
filled with smoke, or to create a safe pathway out of
the home. Be sure to read the instructions and become
familiar with your fire extinguisher’s parts and operation
before a fire breaks out.
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Highlander people

Cats capture Cailey’s heart in Dorset and Guelph

By Lisa Gervais

As a toddler, Dorset cottager Cailey
Seymour held kittens that her aunt saved
from outdoor living at Paint Lake. Now
just 22 years old, she is carrying on that
tradition by founding Dorset Rescue Kittens
in May of last year.

A student in her final year of Sheridan
College’s veterinary technician program,
Seymour and her partner, Thomas Marshall,
are based in Guelph. However, they are
working with a team of volunteers in the
Dorset area who are doing their part to
help orphaned kittens, and to spay and
neuter adult cats to keep the feral situation
in check. When she graduates this spring,
Seymour plans to move back to the area
and continue her rescue work in earnest.

Seymour said she’s been greatly involved
in animal welfare since becoming a
teenager.

“I spent a month of my summer between
high school and post-secondary school
living and volunteering on an elephant
orphanage in Zambia. I have travelled to
Guatemala to assist veterinarians in high
volume spay-neuter clinics. I rescued a dog
in Costa Rica ..., “ she said.

She’s worked at her local humane society,
has volunteered at Woodlands Wildlife
Sanctuary in Minden Hills and has a
number of certificates for working with
animals.

She said she started Dorset Rescue Kittens

after taking in a mother cat with five
newborns and four other kittens last spring.

“After working and volunteering for
several other animal rescue organizations, it
was clear that it was meant to be for me to
start something of my own,” Seymour said.

She and Marshall launched a number of
social media platforms, a website and email
address, and set up fundraising through
GoFundeMe and Paypal.

On the ground up north, she relies on
foster parents to help her. They have
between five and 10 foster homes but are
seeking more in Dorset and surrounding
areas to begin fostering in the spring of
2021.

“Most of the time when someone reaches
out about a feral cat colony or a family
of cats they are feeding, they don’t have
the resources to trap them and bring them
to us. So, we pack a vehicle with crates
and blankets and do our best to catch cats
that really don’t want to be caught. We
travel for hours every week to spend time
rescuing kittens and bringing kittens to vet
appointments,” Seymour said.

They usually keep kittens 1.5 months
before they can adopt them out. They often
need medical attention and socializing
before they go to their forever homes. Some
stay as long as four months. “We provide
food, litter, medications, toys, transportation
and vetting while they are in our care,”
Seymour said.

Seymour said she remembers each of their

Cailey Seymour with one of her many rescue kittens. Submitted photo.

names, their faces, their quirks and special
personalities. She also keeps close contact
with everyone involved, the people who

find the cats, fosters, adopters and donors.

“It has always been so exciting to watch
the transition of a cold, sick, helpless
outdoor kitten to a healthy, happy, loved
kitten,” she said.

“It’s crazy to think that I’ve only been
running the rescue for the last eight months
and I can’t wait to see where it goes. This
rescue brings me so much happiness and
knowing that every life that comes into my
care likely wouldn’t have survived without
me, makes me want to do everything I can
to help even more animals in need.”

Dorset Rescue Kittens charges an
adoption fee but is otherwise 100
per cent donation-based.
* Email address for contact
and e-transfer donations:
dorsetrescuekittens@hotmail.com
» Website: dorsetrescuekittens.ca
* They have an Amazon Wishlist
and also accept medical supplies,
kitten food, unscented litter, toys
and live traps.
* GoFundMe: gofund.me/d0442e09
* Instagram: @dorsetrescuekittens
* Facebook: Dorset Rescue Kittens
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Highlander community

Lions ‘are in’ for student internet connectivity

The Haliburton and District Lions
recently donated $1,000 to The Haliburton
Children, Youth and Family Services’
Internet Connectivity Working Group ‘are
you in?’ fundraiser.

The initiative is aimed at addressing
inequities in internet connectivity and
the Implications for County children and
youth.

“The working group, chaired by Marg
Cox, executive director of Point in Time
Centre for Children, Youth and Parents,
has determined the need for both long-
term and creative short-term solutions,”
Lion Gail Stelter said.

She said the Lions learned from the
group’s publication that significant
barriers to reliable internet connectivity
exist for children, youth and families
across our community.

“We learn that these barriers, however,
do not fall evenly, and existing disparities
have only widened for those most in
need of connection to supportive services
during COVID. Being connected is critical
for the development, health, and well-
being of youth. The Lions are pleased
to be able to use funds, recently raised

through their Cash Calendar Lottery, to
support this initiative.” (Lisa Gervais)

Lions Jim and Marilyn Frost present a cheque for $1,000 to Marg Cox. Submitted by Gail Stelter.

BUSINESS ADVISORIES | COVID-19 LOCAL BUSINESS ADJUSTMENTS & CLOSURES

Transat Travel — Operating remotely, contact by email: linda.
coneybeare@transat.com or call 705-457-3290.

Cordell Carpet — Open for curb-side pickup. Monday to
Friday, 7.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Email
cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca or call 705-457-2022 or cordellcarpet.
ca.

Algonquin Outfitters — Full details of operations can be found
at algonquinoutfitters.com/covid-19-dec-28-2020 and for
Haliburton store at algonquinoutfitters.com/store-location/
haliburton. Offering curbside pickup and rentals as well as
online sales at algonquinoutfitters.com or call 1-705-457-3737
for local service.

Outdoors Plus — Open but can only have one person in the
store at a time. Currently keeping regular hours Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-
6 p.m., Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun 8 a.m -3 p.m. This can change
quickly, call store to make sure we are available. 705-457-3113.

Tim Hortons - Minden and Haliburton are open for drive-thru
and walk-in take out. 12597 Highway 35, Minden & 5003 CR
21, Haliburton.

Buckley Electric — Open. Serving Haliburton County. Call 705-
286-1134 or email info@buckleyelectric.com.

Abbey Gardens Food Hub - In-store shopping available. Call/
shop on-line for curbside pick-up. Wednesday to Saturday 10 a.
m. - 6 p.m. 705-754-4769 or abbeygardens.ca/shop-online.

Minden Hills Rent-All - Open by appointment for sales and
service of Stihl and Cub Cadet products. Also the renting of
equipment and party products. Call 705-286-3047.

Kubota North - Open with curbside pick up and drop off. Call
705-645-1175.

The Pregnancy Care & Family Support Centre — Remains
available to our clients, using text/telephone 705-457-4673 and
email hope@haliburtonpregnancycentre.ca.

John Fountain Electronics — Hours of operation, Tuesday
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. / half hour those
mornings for curb-side pickup.

Up River Trading Co. - uprivertrading.com is open for business

and we're doing curbside pickup in Minden and Haliburton
on request. Call us at 705-286-1015. Our cafe remains closed
during lockdown.

The Haliburton Real Estate Team - Is Business as (UN)Usual.
We're here to help you buy or sell. Call Linda at 705-457-6508.

County Automotive — Open by appointment only. The office is
closed to customers at this time. Drop off your vehicle only. Call
705-457-1411 or countyautomotive@hotmail.com.

Parker Pad & Printing — Open 8.30 a.m.— 3.30 p.m, Monday-
Friday. We can process all orders via phone, email and digital
upload. Drop off/pick up location in front vestibule. 705-457-
2458 or tracy.stoughton@parkerpad.com.

Fleming CREW Employment Services — All in-person

services suspended until further notice. Offering appointments
virtually and by phone. Please call, email or visit website to book
appointment. 705-457-2020 or flemingcrew@flemingcollege.ca
or www.flemingcrew@flemingcollege.ca.

Taylor Carpet One - Huntsville - Our showroom is closed but
we are still open for curbside, Mon to Sat 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Call
705-789-9259 or visit taylorcarpetonehuntsville.com.

Country Rose Flowers & Garden - Accepting prepaid orders
by phone for pickup or delivery. Open Mon-Sat 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
at 13513 Hwy 118 W Haliburton, ON 705-457-3774.

Lakeview Motel — Open, however business not as usual and
we are accepting essential workers only. Call 705-457-1027 for
information.

Riverview Furniture - Open offering curbside and delivery.
Call or email 705-286-3167 or info@riverview-furniture.com

Wintergreen Maple — Open by chance or appointment
(curbside) anytime your schedule allows. Call 705-286-3202.

Subway Minden & Subway Haliburton - Open 7 days from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. for takeout and remote order pickup only.

Glass Eagle Studios on Blairhampton Road - During the
lockdown we will be open to sell our honey. Call Tom at 705-
286-3628.

Contact North - Haliburton - Take advantage of online
workplace and skills training, high school, post-secondary
programming with support from Contact North in Haliburton.
Help available at 1-855-867-9528 or www.studyonline.ca.

WRD Cottage Rental Agency - Still taking bookings ad
accepting cottage rentals for this 2021 Summer season. Call 705-
457-9434.

Walkers Heating & Cooling - Open for 24/7 emergency
service. Office closed to the public but we can be reached by
calling 695-447-2375 of by emailing info@walkershvac.com.

John Francis Fuels - We continue to provide essential services
but our office is closed. Contact us a 705-286-2738 or office@
johnefrancisfuels.ca.

Studio Rose — Open. Our website has many things for pick
up or shipping. Call 705-286-3383 or 705-754-5099 or at
studiorosepottery.com.

Troy Optical - Open, please call for appointment. 705-286-
0727 or troyoptical.com.

Highlands Storage — Available. Call 705-489-3925 or email
info@highlands-storage.com for on-site office’s business hours.

The Parish & Strano Real Estate Team - Open. Call 705-457-
5485 for a no-charge property evaluation.

Lockside Trading Company - Online shopping, curbside pick-
up, delivery. Youngs Point & Haliburton open Mon-Sat. Contact
lockside.com or shop@lockside.com or 1-888-714-0484.

Highlands Printing and Publishing - Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday to Friday. Email mountainside_farm@hotmail.com or
call 705-489-2036. Not open for walk-ins.

Algonquin Cookhouse - Open take-out only, Tuesday-Sunday
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Mondays. Harcourt, E Trail, 705-448-
8868. Find us on Facebook.

Delancey Sports — Open Monday-Thursday 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Offering curbside,
online and delivery options. Call 705-455-9938, Email info@
delanceysports.com or visit delanceysports.com

If you have updates on business hours and operations, please email them to admin@thehighlander.ca. They will be posted free of charge in the paper and online. To save space,

please keep messages to 25 words. If you would like to place a larger ad to let people know you are open (or closed), please email sales@thehighlander.ca.
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Highlander sports

IThe Interview: Matt Duchene

Highlander editor Lisa Gervais caught up
with Nashville Predators’ - and Haliburton
native - Matt Duchene Jan. 15, the day
after the Predators defeated the Columbus
Blue Jackets 3-1 in their 2020-2021 season
opener.

Q: How did you spend the off-season.
Were you in Nashville? Canada?

A: We came back to Hali from mid-August
until the start of October then headed back
to Nashville. Our little girl, Jaymes, was
born Nov. 9 so we needed to get back in
advance of that.

Q: What was it like getting back to
training camp ... what kind of off-season
training were you able to do?

A: Off-season training was totally normal.

I trained in my gym while I was at the
cottage and skated in town and then when I
got back here I was going to the rink during
the week to train and skate. It was way too
long of a period of time to not play hockey
for our liking but it’s great to be back.

Q: I think you played 15.27 minutes in
the first game back. How were the legs?
lungs?

A: Pretty light workload first game back.
The minutes were pretty spread out around
the lineup. Legs and lungs felt great! Was
awesome to be back.

Q: How do you feel about the division
format? Will you miss playing in
Canada? However, good rivalry building
in your division. Intensity should be up?
A: It’s definitely a different year and will
definitely miss playing in all the rinks this

Haliburton’s Matt Duchene is back in action with the Nashville Predators, who kicked off their 2020-21 NHL season Jan. 14. File.

year but we will eventually have fans at
a lot of our games here in Nashville and
in other rinks in our division so that will
be awesome ... also all the teams in our
division have great weather so that’s nice
too.

Q: Big win first game out. How did it
feel?

A: Awesome, was so nice to play hockey
again and to get that first W feels great.

Q: Tell me about your line with Erik
Haula and Luke Kunin.

A: I loved our line’s first game. Definitely
some areas to improve but finishing +1 and
controlling the game when we were out
there was a great start. It was our first game
ever together as a line so only more good
things to come.

Q: How do you think the team will do
this season?

A: Love our team. We have a different
vibe and feel than last year. Last year was a
transition year for this franchise and I love
what we did in the off-season. I’m excited
to see what we do this year.

Q: Any personal goals?

A: Always lots of personal goals, but the
biggest one is just to be the best I can be to
help the team win.

Haliburton teen competes to be All-Round Champion

By Lisa Gervais

Haliburton teen, Evan Armstrong, will
debut on the big screen when he appears
in an episode of All-Round Champion on
TVO Jan. 27.

In the series produced by Canadian
entertainment company marblemedia,
each of the episodes features 10 of North
America’s most decorated young athletes
competing in the ultimate competition
in winter sports. The catch is they aren’t
competing in their own sport but in each
other’s.

Lianna Cohen of C2C Communication
said, “Armstrong definitely has something
to prove, as he is a multidisciplinary athlete.
He’s participated in soccer, basketball,
volleyball, track and field, mountain biking,
triathlons and cross-country skiing. He’s
always been skiing; however, he didn’t start
competing competitively until last year.”

Evan, who is 15 and attends Lakefield
College School, told The Highlander that
being part of a TV production was quite a
memorable experience.

“At times it was super fun but sadly it was
also boring at times. One of the sayings in
the TV show world is ‘hurry up and wait’.
and is that ever true.”

He added that he now knows how much

work and how many people go into creating

a TV production.

“There are so many people involved
in the filming of the show and a lot of
others involved in behind-the-scenes stuff
(advertising, editing, etc.).

Evan said being in this type of TV show
was fun and he met some amazing athletes
and got to try new sports that he had always
wanted to try.

He has already seen the production as it
aired in the States earlier on BY Utv.

“I feel that it went well. There were a
couple of embarrassing moments that ended
up getting aired, which I am not very fond
of but overall, it went well. With all the
takes they took they have quite a few that
turned out well,” he said.

He said he thinks Haliburton County
and other viewers should watch the show
because it is an engaging competition show
with an entertaining cast.

“It’s really interesting to see how well
kids can learn a new sport in just three
days that they are unfamiliar with and then
go on to compete in that sport. Although
I have already seen the show once I
will likely watch it again (especially the
episode coming next week) because it is
something that I really enjoyed filming and
am interested in. I’'m also excited for it to

Evan Armstrong on the cross-country ski trails. Photo submitted.

come out because I want to know what my
friends and viewers, that haven’t seen the
show before, think of it.”

Two-time Olympian and two-time world
champion hurdler, Perdita Felicien, hosts
the series, which also features some
internationally-renowned guest mentors,
including Olympic gold and silver medalist,
Jennifer Heil, in freestyle skiing; Olympic
gold medalist, Jamie Salé, in figure skating
and Olympic gold medalist, Beckie Scott, in

cross-country skiing as well as many more.

Each episode features a guest Olympian
judge who assists in the training, all
while the contestants are scored on skill,
sportsmanship and improvement.

At the end of the series, one of the
remarkable young athletes will be crowned
the All-Round Champion.

The series was filmed pre-pandemic last
winter in Canada and is available to view
through tvokids.com (Lisa Gervais)
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Aging Well Haliburton County is promoting safe walking. Flickr.

Aging Well promotes walking safely this winter

By Lisa Gervais “We just want to raise awareness for “But you don’t need to be old to suffer a Cartwright said. “In the current lockdown,
Carole Brown, a member of Aging Well people to stay healthy,” Brown sa.id. bad fall,” Cartwright said. o boot and cane grips can l?e ordered locally
Haliburton Co’unty said she and other The committee hgs rgleased a winter .They suggest that one way to limit the over the phone for. curbside plgkup. Fpr
committee membe;s have witnessed safety alert, including 1nf0rmat}0n on where risk of a winter fall is to use boot aqd . sizing — try shoe' size, or one size up if boot
older adults falling while out and about in people can purchase kleats during COVID-  cane ’c.leats when walking outdoors in icy soles are very thick.” .
Haliburton County this winter. 19 lockdowns. . conditions. . If you do fall, the committee suggests you
Brown added one woman was walking in The cornrni.ttee’s Marjory Cartwright.said Thes:e are sharp metal strips that come on try to lapq on your buttocks to prevent more
the vicinity of a local drug store wearing this ygar’s winter weath_er has created. icy a flexible band. They are easy to take on serious injuries. l_Dgn’t rush to get up. Make
inappropriate footwear and no gloves. Condlthns that rpake driveways, parking and off and they can be firmly attached to sure you are not injured before trying to get
“We need to educate again,” Brown said lots, stairs and 51dgwalks hazardqus. boots. ' up or letting others help you get up. And,
of the committee’s work. ’ Falls are the leadlr}g cause qf injury There are also grips that can be attached don’t let the .fear of. falhpg again prevent
She said in some cases older adults have among older Cangdlans, 1ead1ng to to canes. you from being active since inactivity
Hot been able to travel to their southern 85 per cent .of seniors’ injury- related . “A variety of these useful and rgasonab}y creates an even greater risk of falling.
homes this year due to COVID, and “a lot hospitalizations and 95 per cent of all hip priced aids can be purchased online and in
’ fractures. a wide number of County retail outlets.”

of people are not used to wintering.

YOUR HEARING IS IMPORTANT
STEP #1:
Get your baseline Our testing is FREE

STEP #2:
Is there a medical solution?

MINDEN 100/0

OFF

SENIORS

Serving all Faiths

Prearranged & Prepaid Funeral Planning
STEP #3: e HALIBURTON tel: 613-338-3259 fax: 613-338-5641

- o . . MIN
705-286-1351 DIEOO10]\ W  win ampiification help? FREE 30 day trial HEARING SERVICE T T

16 BOBCAYGEON RD EVERY WE ARE CURRENTLY OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 200 Old Hastings Rd.
MINDEN ON TUESDAY! CALL 705-286-6001 PO BOX 99 Maynooth, ON KOL 250
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SENIORS DAY!

15% OFF EVERY MONDAY'!

f 705.457.2715 « 187 Highland St. Haliburton

Stay-at-home
except to play

Haliburton County residents are doing their
best to stay at home during the most recent
COVID-19 lockdown. It allows going out of
doors for exercise, though, and Highlanders
are taking advantage of the allowances and
mild winter to date. While downhill skiing
is not allowed at Sir Sam’s Ski/Bike, cross-
country skiing, ice fishing, snowmobiling
and dog sledding can stay open, as long as
the public and operators follow public health
requirements. Outdoor skating rinks are also
still permitted with restrictions in place.
And, of course, walking remains a popular
activity. (Lisa Gervais)

Top: Amanda Vlahaki and her daughter,
Vaida, 3, cross-country ski at Twin Lakes
Jan. 16. Bottom: Alina Conner flies down
a hill at 12 Mile Beach Jan. 16. Photos by
Lisa Gervais.

To book an ad, contact dawn@thehighlander.ca
michele@thehighlander.ca - rob@thehighlander.ca

NEXT ISSUE: FEBRUARY 18. BOOKING DEADLINE FEBRUARY 16

Nancy Crowther, Owner
Hours: Mon - Thu 9am-6pm

Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-6pm
Sun 10am-4pm
Hours may vary due to Covid

Paulmac’s Petfood
Heritage Plaze
Minden ON KOM 1KO0

paulmacs@interhop.net
www.paulmacs.com

SENIORS DAY
Last Thursday of every month

t: 705-286-1172

10% OF

Customized Life Celebrations ® Affordable Burial

And Cremation Options ® Funeral Pre-Planning

And Pre-Arrangements * Aftercare Program
Serving All Faiths

Modern Choices - Traditional Value
38 Bridge Street West, Bancroft
24 HOURS ° 613-332-3990 * neumanfh@gmail.com
www.neumanfamilyfuneralhome.com
Jeff & Crystal Neuman

Formerly Baragar Funeral Home

Adult Day Program
Friendly Visiting
Meals on Wheels

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES

We help enable seniors and adults with disabilities or health issues,
remain independent, engaged in their community, and
in their homes for a longer period of time.

Our community based services include;

Diners Club / Bridge / Cribbage
Emergency Response System

Home Help & Home Maintenance
Home First / Home at Last
Supportive Housing / Assisted Living

Toll Free 1-855-285-2944
705-457-2941
www.hhhs.ca

Balanced Fitness / Falls Prevention
Nursing Foot Care

Telephone Security Checks
Transportation Services

Hospice Palliative Care

GAIN (Geriatric Assessment and
Intervention Network)
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William Ford Clapp

William (Bill) Ford Clapp, at age 90, passed away

peacefully at home on Friday January 8th, surrounded

by love until the end. He was born in Columbus, Ohio

on October 30, 1930 to Milo Ford and Helen Peoples

Clapp. Preceding him in death are his sister Sarah Reid,

step-mother Helen Young, and step-brother Ivor Young.

William (Papa Bill) will be deeply missed by his wife

Nancy Hummel, 3 children Susan (Danny) Nolan, Ali-

cia (Karl) Scholz, and Ford (Heather) Clapp. Bill was

tremendously proud of his 6 grandchildren, Sarah, Christopher and Emily Nolan, Marie
and Carson Scholz, Spencer Clapp and fondly remembered by his former wife, Judy.

Bill grew up in Columbus, Ohio, and attended Upper Arlington High School. He spent
two years at Dartmouth College in New Hampshire and completed his undergraduate
degree in Business at Ohio State University. In 1952 Bill joined the US NAVY Supply
Corps during the Korean War and after training in the US he became a commissioned
officer assigned to the second largest naval base in Japan. This was an experience that
stayed with him his whole life. He was recognized for the Korean War Veterans cap he
often wore, he learned some Japanese which he would teach to anyone willing to listen,
“Anatano, jinse no, mokuteikewa nandesuga?”. And he forever loved all things Japanese
- their art, furniture and food. After two years abroad he traveled home from Japan on
the Canadian destroyer, the HMCS-Haida, which today sits in port in Hamilton, Ontario.
He took tremendous pride in taking his son and 3 grandsons to visit this historic site and
important chapter in his life.

Bill's passion for learning and teaching led him to universities in Berkeley, California
and Boulder, Colorado where he studied Psychology and then to Reno, Nevada where
he taught Psychology at the University of Nevada. In 1970, with three children and wife
Judy, Bill moved his family to Toronto where he had accepted a position as Chief Psy-
chologist at Thistletown Regional Centre working with children and later at the Mus-
koka Centre in Gravenhurst.

Bill was active in sports of all kinds throughout his life from swimming, football and golf
in high school to sailing, rollerblading and of course tennis which he loved most and
played (and won at) into his 80s.

Bill also loved to travel and did it extensively with his wife Nancy. Bill followed Nancy
for months-long stays where she was working as a travelling nurse in Florida, Hawaii,
and the Virgin Islands (where they lived on a boat). Together they saw Russia, China,
Greece, Croatia to name a few. Dad was happiest when he was on-the-move to places
new and exciting. The stories and adventures are endless. Recounting them often left
us in awe or laughing with tears.

Bill was fun loving, full of life and always talking to people; keen to uncover some in-
teresting information or strike up a friendship. Flea Markets were his favourite “go-to”
place. If he found a deal he would buy a dozen (red shorts) regardless if he needed it
or not.

Bill never feared death or dying so perhaps he has just moved on again to some place
new and exciting. We will forever hold him close to our hearts and will miss his smiling
face every day.

SOLUTIONS FOR JAN 21

Dr. B. Mason
Chiropractor

3398 Gelert Rd., Minden, Ont.
705-286-4350

In Loving Memory of
Aileen Mary Brown
(nee Watson)

Born in Kinmount, Ontario on April
27, 1922 and quietly passed away at
Caressant Care, McLaughlin in Lindsay,
Ontario on January 18, 2021 in her 99th
year.

Daughter of the late Herbert and Marg
Watson. Predeceased by her husband
George Brown (2005). Dear mother
of Joan (Dave) Parton, Barb (Doug) Meagher, Marg (the late

Don Hall

left us January 19, 2011.

From Minden

In loving memory
of a wonderful
Husband, Father,
Gramps and
Best Friend who

Gerry) Luke, the late Len (2014)(Carol) Brown, Gloria (John)
Clarke, Angus (Anthea) Brown, Kevin Brown and predeceased
by her infant daughter Rosemary. Loving grandmother of many
grandchildren, great grandchildren and great great grandchildren.
Also predeceased by her brother Joe Watson and by her sister
Lorraine Barker. Loving remembered and will be greatly missed by
her family and friends.

In keeping with Aileen’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A
celebration of her life and interment at St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church Cemetery, Kinmount will be held at a later date.

Memorial Donations to the Sick Children’s Hospital, Cystic
Fibrosis or to a charity of your choice would be appreciated by
the family and can be arranged through the

Gordon A. Monk Funeral Home Ltd., PO.

Box 427, Minden, Ontario KOM 2KO0.

www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

This day is remembered and quietly kept,
No words are needed, we shall never forget,
For those we love don’t go away,

They walk beside us every day.
Unseen and unheard, but always near,
So loved, so missed, and so very dear.

Sadly missed and loved forever!

Eleanor, Stewart, Jenny, Glenn and Julie,
Chris, Andrew, Ryan, Caitlin and Owen
Family and Friends

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY @ ABBEY GARDENS
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS AND STRATEGIC INITIATIVES

We are currently seeking an experienced Director of Operations and
Strategic Initiatives to work with staff and Board members
in achieving our goals.

This is a full time position, reporting to the Board of Directors,
to provide leadership to the Abbey Gardens team of managers
and part-time/seasonal staff.

Responsibilities include: financial management,
planning & development, nurturing partnerships, human resources,
marketing & communications, and overseeing strategic initiatives.

For full job description please go to
https://abbeygardens.ca/get-involved/#jobs
or contact bolin.barb@gmail.com for more information.

Applications can be submitted via email to bolin.barb@gmail.com
Deadline for applications: Feb.1, 2021

* Welders for
full time work
with benefits
available.
Experience is
required.

 An individual
for steel work,
cutting, steel
layout and
running shop
equipment. This
is not a welding
position willing
to train someone
with a great
work ethic.

* An individual
for CNC Plasma
Table Operator.

Email scott.
alexander@

northsteel.ca or
call 705-457-6670

HAVE AN OPINION? Send your letters to editor@thehighlander.ca (300 words max)
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HALIBURTON

TIMBER MART

HALIBURTON LUMBER is accepting
applications for the following position:

ARCHITECTURAL
DRAFTSPERSON

We require an energetic individual who can
contribute to our Home & Cottage design department.

The ideal candidate will have excellent verbal
communication skills, knowledge in construction
and building supplies, be proficient in AutoCad
and an organized multitasker.

If you are motivated and enthusiastic, please
forward your resumé by email to:

admin @haliburtonlumber.com
or mail to P.O. Box 534, Haliburton, ON KOM 150

Only successful applicants will be contacted.

A

HALIBURTON

TIMBER MART
HALIBURTON LUMBER is accepting

applications for the following position:

YARD ATTENDANT/
DRIVER POSITION

We require an energetic individual to assist in
delivery of building supplies, customer service and
material handling. Applicants must possess strong
communication skills and knowledge of building
supplies. The ideal candidate will have a Class D
drivers licence.

If you are organized and possess the ability to
multitask in a fastpaced environment,, please
forward your resumé by email to:

admin @haliburtonlumber.com
or mail to P.O. Box 534, Haliburton, ON KOM 150

Only successful applicants will be contacted.

Haliburton Community Housing Corporation is looking for a

PERMANENT PART-TIME MAINTENANCE PERSON.

Must be available for on call and weekends.
Applications due by February 12, 2021.
For more information and to submit your resume including
referrals send to HCHC, 1 Victoria St., Haliburton,
ON KOM 150 or email to manager@haliburtonhousing.com

on unwavering belief in people and possibilities

WE'RE HIRING!
MARKETING & SALES COORDINATOR

We are looking for an enthusiastic team
player to join our team. If you think you have the
qualifications we invite you to apply by emailing a cover
letter and resume to: info@sirch.on.ca. For a full job
description visit our website www.sirch.on.ca/job

building centres

SALES CLERK

Applications are being accepted for
a full time sales clerk position at our
Haliburton store. Responsibilities
include customer service and
inventory control. Successful
candidates should have a good working
knowledge of lumber products and
good computer skills.

Please submit resumes to
Emmerson Lumber Limited,
Attention Cleve Roberts, PO. Box 150,

Haliburton, ON. KOM [S0. Or e-mail
cleve@emmersonlumber.com.

Extendicare Haliburton is looking for passionate
individuals to join their team!

We're hiring for various roles, so be sure to
send us your resume, in confidence, to
Ecanada@Extendicare.com.

When you choose to build your career with Extendicare,
you're joining a team dedicated to making a difference!

Camp White Pine is seeking Cleaning and
Maintenance Staff. Up to 5 months of work
available, May-September. Earn up to $25/hour.
Email info@campwhitepine.com or call
416-322-6250

HIRING! We are looking for a full-time driver
with a valid DZ licence. Fuel delivery experience
is an asset. We offer employee health benefits.
Please send resume to office@johnefrancisfuels.
ca or call 705-286-2738

DRIVERS - part time or full time - needed for
Hyland Taxi. G License for taxi is required. B, C

bus. Call 705-457-9898.

or F License required for 11 passenger van and

FOR SALE

Watkins and Rawlelgh products for sale. 705-935-
0327

Intake Coordinator/Reception
Full Time / Permanent

Under the direction of the Youth Wellness Hub
Manager, the Intake Coordinator/Receptionist
is responsible for helping create an inclusive,
welcoming culture for youth 12-25, booking
appointments, receiving and processing
external referrals, reception duties, providing
administrative support to management and
staff, maintaining the Dacima database and
EMHware and clinical records and generating
reports. High School education (Grade 12);
1-3 years related experience working in mental
health or related field; Human Service
diploma an asset.

We welcome and strongly encourage
employment of persons with lived experiences,
economic challenges, from First Nations, Métis
and Inuit peoples, people of all ages, ancestry,
citizenship, ethnic origin, place of origin, faith,
creed, disability, family status, marital status, all

genders and sexual orientation.

Please visit www.pointintime.ca
for a detailed job description.

Send resume by February 5, 2021 to:

Mary Sisson, Youth Wellness Hub Manager
marys@pointintime.ca
or
Point in Time Centre for Children, Youth and
Parents P.O. Box 1306, 69 Eastern Avenue
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HOME & COTTAGE

PON BARKER HEATING & COOLING

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF:
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION
FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS,
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING,
BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES,
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

INSULATED CONCRETE
FORMS (ICF)

BILLWOOD
everythingicf.ca « info@everythingicf.ca
« (:647.236.W00D - 0: 705.489.2258
- 1.866.383.9663

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
FOR AN ICF BUILD

GUIDED INSTALLS &
EXPERIENCED LOCAL
BUILDER REFERRALS

Norm Barry

Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance « Security Checks

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of:
Heating « Plumbing « Grounds Inspection « Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 . Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

TASN

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certified Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca

www.tasn.ca

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands KOM 1]1

Fully Insured and
Licensed for
Scissor Lift/Skyjack

E mail: info@daggspainting.com

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM
KEITH JENNINGS
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 |
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

STILL ACCEPTING CONSTRUCTION WASTE

Construction Waste Containers
Commercial Containers
Demolition Services
Deliver, Load & Leave Option
Scrap Metal Bins
Disposal Services

"Show us your Junk!

705.286.1843
GARBUTT DISPOSAL.ca

Proudly Serving Haliburton County Since 1970

Highland Electric
Heating & Air Conditioning

39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON
Ph: (705) 286-1885

Heinz Huck

admin@highlandelectric.ca www.highlandelectric.ca

HOME HANDY MAN & CONTRACTOR

ALL KINDS OF WORK DONE ... JUST ASK ! FRIENDLY,
HONEST SERVICE, CALL DOUG 705-834-0325

& HP SuPer STORE
PROBANE

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.
Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces
BBQ's; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

(705) 286-2421

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 Fax: 286-4134

EDERA
Qo\if 3. TIO(\)

)

We Build
World-Class Homes...
and We're Just

Down the Road

www.confederationloghomes.com.

FIREWOOD LAWYER

Nedbittys Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B.
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public

tel: 705.457.2977

fax: 705.457.1462 CRIMINAL

195 Highland Street,

2nd Floor - Box 648,
Haliburton ON KOM1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

FAMILY

CAS MATTERS

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED

LINDSAY ¢ PETERBOROUGH ¢ BANCROFT ¢ MINDEN

FOR RENT

1 bdrm shared accommodation. Large bath, kitchen,
living space & dining area. Hot tub, water access &
shared laundry. 5 min. to Minden. $800./month, first
& last. References required. Call 705-455-2050

READ THE
HIGHLANDER

FROM ANYWHERE

Get the complete paper by
email each week. Sign up at
TheHighlander.ca




TheHighlander 23

Thursday January 21 2021 | Issue 474

Highlander puzzles

by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords

Can you eat with your dentures? ~

The answer should be yes, call us!

One Hump or Two?

Across r Steve Kerr
1 Completely wrecks the wheels DENTURE C LINIC
7 Drifting bit of smoke : IC’ZrTiI; lle;fegzlnr?:eb
11 Three-item Subway sub e Same Day Repairs & Relines
14 Shortly, shortly * House Calls
15 Davis's drooling dog 143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON
16 Speedwagon stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
— p 9 . stevekerrdentureclinic.com
17 "My lips are sealed," in a CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888
convent?
20 "__silly question, .." s -
21 CBC film critic Glasner
22 Nervous polygraph testees, 7 5 8
maybe
24 High-visibility coat that's less 2 8 1
effective? 5 s 4 3
28 Yucatan year o
31 Add-ons to would or wanna 5 7 3 9 4 8
32 Buenos __
33 Birthing assistant 6 1 7 ?
35 Sis or bro 8 9 4
36 Maid of the ___ (Niagara Falls
boat) Down 30 Not up on the latest 4 9 2
- . 34 Hung out in a hammock
39 Harley-riding grannies? 1 Funny Fey - Prin(?ipal bldg. P 3
“ \bllkmg cheers:”and a vodla 2 Legal responsibility 37 Maker of Sein%eld's car
ran .
44 "Whadia say?" 3 Bomb bigtime 38 5-ml. measures LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS
4 Equally tearjerking . .
45 Like a brew pub's brew . 40 Big part of a Brian Mulroney
46 Dance wildly. <a 5 Cave to cajolement, maybe caricature 1 5 6 9 7 2 ol 3 4
48 "Where d dy’ y , 6 It's usually a bad idea 41 Festive tide
"Where di wrong?" .
50 Maternit _dVIP 9 7 Cry of wide-eyed wonder 42 Hands-up time? 7 8 2 4 3 6 1 9 5
aternity war s e
, . 8 "It's justwhat __ 47 Results of a burning desire?
51 Web-surfing goose of Hawaii? 9 Knight's address 48 The deets 9 4 9 3 5 1 8 2 7 6
:Z LZ?// rr:aii/tbe over one’s head 10 One with wares to sell 49 Outlandish outfits 6 ) 7 1 4 3 9 5 8
57 < g 11 Belts out suddenly, with 51 "If million dollars . "
ome diag. tests "song" _
. 52 Casual refusals 5 3 4 6 8 9 7 1 2
61 Kwik-E-Mart owner of TV 12 Just over a yard 53 London tube?
62 L|kefan ecs;tatlc silent 13 Brown bread? 54 US TV awarois 9 1 8 7 2 5 4 6 3
66 Pf?r Orm‘:r- lend | 18 Shady street liners 58 Li.kéa moneybags, in Mexico
Big mo. for calendar sales 23 One with a cool delivery, once 7 2 6 5 8 9 7 3 4 1
67 Young with an "Old Man" 25 Flanged + beam 59 POV prelude, in texts
song anged support bea 60 Like a satisfied attention- S| 7 113514161219
68 Mental makeup 26 Oil transport option seeker
69 E-cigarette's lack ;; -I?e n I|ne|W|thk AbD 63 Freshly-hired 3141912161115 817
S op naval ranks: r.
70 Alter, as public opinion 29 Snug spot for breakfast o4 s co.llmk;cerpart fo b "s|ul’N|"ul’P AR “cl"s|"1|"s
71 "Already?" 65 U.K. mil. honour - I15 -
K|l Al P| | E|l M A Hl 1| N| T
M| o] N|"D| R| O sl Al N| 6| E
y BN Al R| cfl SEsIP] 1] 6|l o] T
D/Zt St Al T] vl E] T 3 HEBEE
0 | T AN Al 6| R ul TI'R| E
/ vl k[E| s s s| 1] s
37 38 39
me @ . N EEERE B
NN Pl E Al L
Gl Ef N[ o] AR [Ps| IR U
0o[“s| Al"s| o] rR[®E[ T| H]| u|'M| B
R In the market to buy E.l home or ul ol BI%s] ol N sl ¢l ul sl E
cottage? Feel free to give me a call = =l Al VERZN 1 Gl el 21 RIZ P12
. . 61 62 63
705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca Ol T{ T{ SEm UL LI EW g Al LL LB
R| A|l H| S T| E|] E] S Rl E| S| Al T




The Halibwrton Real Estate Team

1047 Parish Line Road, Haliburton ON KOM 1S0
@ @ O o Rosemarie Jung Karen Wood Linda Baumgartner Nicole Baumgartner Kim Barnhart Connie Dykstra
Sales Representative Broker Broker of Record Broker Client Care nager Client Care Assistant

Linda Baumgartner, Broker of Record e (705) 457-6508 e contact@haliburtonrealestate.on.ca ¢ www.haliburtonrealestate.on.ca

COMMERCIAL The Yabeview Vloted Chandter Cint

One of Haliburton’s most popular Experience the freedom of fractional
Motels. The Lakeview Motel offers ownership in Chandler Point on beautiful
14 motel rms and personal living Kashagawigamog Lake. A fully furnished,
quarters. Immaculate grounds and 3 bdrm/2 bath cottage steps from the
very well maintained buildings. beach and outdoor activities. Bring your
Turnkey operation. Lovely inground personal items and groceries to enjoy a
pool, 4 hot tubs, horseshoe pit, dining maintenance free cottage life. Chandler
room, BBQ’s and much more offered Point offers a boat dock, canoes/kayaks
to guests. Personal living quarters for use, a playing field and campfire site
with 3 bdrms, 2 baths, 2 living rms and located on the point to take in amazing
kitchen/dining area. Huge potential views. Annual fee includes property

to expand on this 3.78-acre parcel. taxes, maintenance and contribution to a
$1,950,000 reserve fund for ongoing improvements
to the cottage and land. Allotted 5 weeks
use through the year and shared with 9
owners. $55,700

U/ tliams Zaw{my Vcant Yot

Fractional ownership is stress free.

Pack your personal items, groceries and
enjoy your holiday at the cottage. Own
this fully furnished 3-bedroom, 2 bath
cottage with 9 others. Bright open concept
living space, pine flooring and propane
fireplace. Williams Landing offers 4 shared ANGEL ROAD HALIBURTON LAKE ROAD

docks, sand beaches, stunning hiking 129,000+HST 1.63AC $119,000 23.52 AC
trails all on 47 acres and more. Annual

maintenance fee includes everything from
cottage and yard maintenance, electricity,
water, sewers, cottage cleaning, internet,
and phone. Enjoy Haliburton’s pristine
Kashagawigamog Lake 5 weeks of the
year. $59,900

HIGHWAY 118 30TH LINE
$119,000 10.75AC $69,900 4.99AC

FOUR GOOD REASONS YOUR SHOULD MARKET YOUR HOME DURING WINTER!

LESS [ BETTER By selling your home during the

winter you have "first dibs" on the

CUMPETITIUNI \ TIMING plentiful spring market!

As the days get shorter, more of your

SH 0 RTER showings will take place in the dark of

MORE . lacs in
l the evening. Beautiful lighting can make

M UT I VATED BUYE RS - D AYS for a comfortable homey feeling for

potential buyers!

THINKING OF SELLING? DON'T MISS THIS MARKET!

The fact is, if you want to sell your home, it should absolutely be on the market during the winter.

Call LINDA today to learn more about why NOW is the time to sell 705-457-6508




