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 COVID-19 COVID-19
By Lisa Gervais
While the province may be getting over the 
first peak of COVID-19, Dr. Norm Bottum 
of Haliburton says there could be a second, 
and subsequent, peaks before a safe vaccine 
is rolled out in possibly a year’s time.

Speaking from the Haliburton Hospital on 

April 21, he said, “things are nice and quiet 
but we are a long way from being out of the 
woods.”

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
CEO Carolyn Plummer echoed the 
sentiment, telling The Highlander on 
April 21, it’s too soon to know for certain 
whether the virus has peaked in our region.

“We are in regular communication 

with our local public health unit and will 
continue to monitor the situation. In the 
meantime, we remain focused on ensuring 
we are prepared to safely manage through 
the COVID-19 pandemic and to continue 
supporting our community, particularly 
those who are most vulnerable.”

Dr. Bottum said it appeared Ontarians 
had done a great job of mitigating the 

initial surge. He added the County has been 
fortunate to have only seven confirmed 
cases since people travelled for March 
break, returned from Florida and cottagers 
are coming despite pleas not to.

In particular, he said we’ve been lucky it 
has not hit our long-term care homes. 

“We have had the benefit of time to 
get prepared and be ready,” he said of 

County ‘a long way from being out of the woods’

INSIDE: HALIBURTON COUNTY COVID-19 HEROES PAGES 8-9 FREE
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Cashier Kris Leuzinger holds up a ‘thank you’ rock mysteriously placed on the Haliburton Jug City windowsill. See the full story on page 9. Photo by Joseph Quigley.
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with Mark Dennys, CD
Sales Representative

Call Mark at 705-457-0473

We Build 
World-Class Homes…
and We’re Just
Down the Road

www.confederationloghomes.com.

BART’S ROOFING 
& RESTORATIONS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

• New Roofs & Re-Roo� ng • Fascia & Fascia Board 
• Cedar Shake, Shingles & Repairs • Eaves-Troughs 

• Skylight Replacement & Repair • Ventilation Systems 

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED FROM TOP TO BOTTOM

• bartsroo� ng.ca 
• huestis@bell.net 

Blake Huestis 
705-720-4201

www.inceptionalsoul.com
nancy@inceptionalsoul.com

ph. 705-306-9742

• Celebrant 
• Reiki Master 
• Spiritual Consultant

Allow me to facilitate your wedding or celebration of life/living funeral

Need support?  

Distance healing or spiritual 
guidance now being offered by 
donation through telephone, 
email or video conference.

preventative measures at Highland Wood and Hyland 
Crest. He also credited non-essential businesses for 
shutting and following health guideless.

However, he remains cautious.
“This is the first phase. The big thing is we’re in 

Haliburton County, cottage county, and in another 
month, people will want to come up. There’s a risk of 
still introducing the virus.”

He said it will be key to see how the provincial 
regulations roll out from here since “that virus is still 
out there.”

He personally predicts it will be a quiet summer in 
Haliburton County with a majority of events being 
cancelled. 

As for HHHS, he said “we’ll probably have to 
carry measures right through the summer.” That 
means maintaining 21 COVID-19 acute care beds in 
Haliburton and nine non-COVID-19 beds in Minden; 
separating the hospital sites and ensuring long-term care 
homes are isolated from the hospital buildings to avoid 
cross-contamination. He said the assessment centre will 
likely remain is place as well with more people being 
encouraged to do self-assessments and getting swabbed. 

The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care has 
changed the assessment to include more symptoms. It is 
also encouraging essential workers to be screened. 

“Getting a swab is the key, especially as we start 
opening up the economy.” He said he anticipates the 
recovery will be staged but “even at stage 3 we’ll 
be still social distancing, regular hand washing, and 
avoiding large groups.“I think it’s going to be slow and 
cautious.” In its weekly community update, HHHS said 
“we are implementing further measures to separate both 
Long-Term Cares facilities (Highland Wood and Hyland 
Crest) from the hospitals, and better protect the health 
and safety of our residents.”

How you can help HHHS
• Volunteering with the HHHS Community Response 
Team to help deliver groceries or offer friendly visiting 
by phone. Contact 705-457-2941 or infocc@hhhs.ca 
for more information. 
• SIRCH Community Services is helping to coordinate 
the creation of fabric face masks. Visit sirch.on.ca and 
look for “Can You Sew? Sewing for a Great Cause” 
under the ‘News’ section for more information. 
•  Stay informed via local media. HHHS is also keeping 
HaliburtonCares.ca up-to-date with new information 
about supports from local service providers, different 
levels of government (including emergency financial 
assistance), and more. 

Clarificiation: In last Thursday’s Highlander, “HHHS 
responds with unprecedented action,” Plummer said, 
although it is true that funding specifics have not yet 
been detailed for COVID-19 related changes, such as 
new acute care beds, the actions were sanctioned by the 
Ministry of Health. 

By Joseph Quigley
The Eastern Ontario Regional 
Network (EORN) has issued its first 
request for proposals to build new 
cellular infrastructure as part of a 
massive $213 million project.

The bidding process will aim to 
identify partners who can expand 
cellular coverage throughout eastern 
Ontario as part of a wider effort to 
improve mobile broadband. The 
initiative involves all three levels of 
government.

“Now more than ever, our 
government understands that 
families and businesses in Ontario 
need to be connected to prosper in 
this 21st-century digital economy,” 
Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock 
MPP Laurie Scott said in a press 
release, adding the project will take a 
number of years to complete.

Minden Hills Mayor Brent Devolin 
serves on the EORN board. He said 
the COVID-19 pandemic has not 
yet caused a substantial delay in 
the process. He further said getting 
proposals back from service providers 
would normally take about three 
months. 

“Given the current status, I’m not 
sure whether that drags out. Most 

people are involved in technology 
and connectivity. We all work from 
a distance anyway, so that may not 
be such a big deal as it is for some 
organizations,” Devolin said.

COVID-19 shows 
need for connectivity
The pandemic has increased people’s 
reliance on cellular and internet 
services, with many now working 
remotely.

County library CEO Bessie Sullivan 
said the library internet hotspots 
are seeing use, accessed frequently 
from parked cars. The County has 22 
hotspots in total, seven at libraries. 

“It clearly points out that we are not 
where we need to be in terms of the 
digital divide,” Sullivan said. “When 
we have a situation like this, it just 
points out where our gaps are. The fact 
that there are options is a good thing, 
but I think it really does say that we 
really need to have a better internet 
infrastructure.”

Jacques Larroude is a Blairhampton 
area resident. As a manager for the 
CARE International Rapid Response 
Team, part of the major international 

humanitarian organization, he works 
remotely and needs reliable internet 
for his job.

He said it has been steady during 
the pandemic, but he has experienced 
unworkable slowdowns in the past. 
Due to his location, he also only 
has access to one provider, with an 
alternative unwilling to extend its 
coverage an additional 700 metres to 
accommodate him for cost reasons.

Larroude further said as one of the 
poorest counties in Ontario, Haliburton 
should have some priority for new 
infrastructure.

“If anything happens to the particular 
service – I only have one choice, one 
option – I’m basically out of a job. 
That is a concern,” he said.

However, Devolin said the COVID-
19 situation has further emphasized 
how vital connectivity is and hopes 
that could expedite future projects.

“Accelerated connectivity will 
benefit us all. I’ve always believed this 
could never happen fast enough and in 
light of COVID-19, I’m more firm in 
my views,” Devolin said. “This needs 
to be perceived as kind of a basic 
Canadian right. That we should all 
have access to reasonable connectivity 
from coast to coast.” 

Cell providers get call to improve services

Continued from page 1

Cautious approach

The Eastern Ontario Regional Network has issued its first request for proposals. File photo.

�https://markdennys.com/
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Make 
a Wise 
Choice.

• Private & secluded in mature forest setting
• 3 spacious bedrooms, cathedral ceiling with sky 

lights, open concept grand room. 
• Gorgeous new sunroom (16x20) sunfi lled through 

weather wall windows with beautiful south facing view 
of lake.

• Cedar decks & docks - Comes with most furnishings 
Ready to move in!

MAPLE LAKE JEWEL - $549,000

• Custom built 2 + 2 bedroom. Approximatley 2500 sq. ft. of 
comfortable living

• Stellar kitchen - open, updated, catherdral ceilings & skylights

• Fully fi nished lower level with walkout. Ideal for in-law suite
• Lots of out buildings for toys and storage 

4.75 ACRES / PERFECT & PRIVATE $539,000

• For lease
• 3 Units available
• 820 • 900 • 2500 sq.ft
• Great retail/ professional space

STEADMAN’S MALL

• Updated, open concept
• Full basement with walk-out
• Massive 3 bay garage 

GREAT HOME & 8 ACRES $525,000

SOLD!

PROFESSIONALS INC.
BROKERAGE Independently Owned and Operated

SOLD!

• Wonderful open concept home in Hunter Creek
• Bright & cheery 2 bedroom, one level living
• Beautiful landscaping with easy to maintain gardens

• Lots of storage - attached garage - 2 sheds - great 
value!

EASY LIVING IN HUNTER CREEK $159,000

Sadie Lester was welcomed home by the community on April 17. Photo by GoFundMe.

By Joseph Quigley
With a procession of vehicles, signs, and 
cheers, Haliburton welcomed Sadie Lester 
as she returned home from treatment at 
SickKids Hospital in Toronto April 17.

Lester was the six-year-old critically 
injured in an attack by two Saint Bernard 
dogs April 12 in Dysart et al, according to 
the family. She was airlifted to Toronto, 
requiring extensive treatment and surgery, 
including over 400 stitches. Her mother 
Lindsay Lester also suffered non-life-
threatening injuries in the attack.

But the community has rallied around 
the family, putting up welcome signs and 
lining up in cars outside the family home, 
including police cruisers and a fire truck. 
The community has also raised more than 
$36,951 on GoFundMe to support Sadie as 
of April 22. 

“The welcome back into Haliburton was 
beyond anything we could ever imagine,” 
AJ Lester, Sadie’s father, said in a Facebook 
post. “I truly can’t thank you all enough … 
This community has banded together and 
have shown us what a real community is.

“Your time and effort mean the world to 
my family and Sadie was beaming ear-to-
ear. She said she’s famous. You gave a little 
girl who’s going through hell on Earth a 
huge gift today.”

Tiffany Prentice said she knows the 
family through the Lakeside Church and 
participated in the gesture. 

“We’ve all kind of adopted Sadie as our 
own this week,” Prentice said. “Just as they 
(the Lester family) kind of crested the hill, 
it was a cloudy, overcast day. I swear to you 
the clouds parted and the sun shone down 
on that truck … There was no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that God was with them on 
their journey.” 

AJ Lester has posted regular updates to 
Facebook during Sadie’s recovery process. 
He described a difficult experience given 
the severity of Sadie’s injuries. Lester said 

she would require a walker to get around 
their home and expects more surgery in the 
next 12 months, as well as another trip to 
SickKids to remove stitches April 24.

“Please understand if you don’t hear 
back from us, it’s just so overwhelming,” 
Lester wrote in an update April 16. “We 
are grateful for all your support, love and 
prayers, we just don’t emotionally have it to 
talk to everyone, to talk to hardly anyone. 
We just want to wake up from this, but it’s 
not a dream.”

Lester said the family is declining media 
interviews. 

In another update, he said he has 
encouraged Sadie with the thought of a trip 
to Disneyland when the experience is all 
over.

“I just want to give this beautiful little 
creation something to set her sights on in 
the midst of all this pain. Her questions 
break my heart,” he posted April 15. “Truly 
thankful to God for sparing her, just still in 
total disbelief.”

Police said they are still investigating the 
attack, and the dogs are quarantined outside 
of the community by order of the local 
health unit.

“We are upset, frustrated and angry, but I 
want those who are watching to know we 
don’t have hate in us right now,” Lester 
said.

Prentice recalled how the community 
supported her family when they went 
through an ordeal three years ago, where 
her son was also airlifted to Toronto 
hospital. She said they wanted to make sure 
that support happened for Sadie too. 

“We do this with everyone when this 
happens. The community itself really takes 
on that family as their own and becomes so 
close. They just have to help in some way, 
and it makes them feel better. Especially 
right now with the isolation,” Prentice said. 

The GoFundMe for the Lester family is 
available at https://ca.gofundme.com/f/
sadie-lester. 

Community rallies to 
welcome home Sadie
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HELP REDUCE THE
SPREAD OF COVID-19

Symptoms of COVID-19 may be 
very mild or more serious and 

may take up to 14 days to appear 
after exposure to the virus.

TAKE STEPS TO REDUCE THE SPREAD OF THE CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19) :

SYMPTOMS IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS

Follow the advice 
of your local public 

health authority.

Wash your hands often 
with soap and water 

for at least 20 seconds.

Try not to touch 
your eyes, nose 

or mouth.

Avoid close contact 
with people who 

are sick.

Cough and sneeze 
into your sleeve and 

not your hands.

Stay home as much as possible 
and if you need to leave 

the house practice physical 
distancing (approximately 2 m).

FOR INFORMATION ON COVID-19 :
1-833-784-4397 canada.ca/coronavirus

Isolate at home to 
avoid spreading 
illness to others.

Avoid visits with older 
adults, or those with 
medical conditions. 

They are at higher risk 
of developing 
serious illness.

Call ahead 
before you visit 
a health care 

professional or call 
your local public 
health authority.

FEVER
(greater or equal to 38 °C)

COUGH

DIFFICULTY BREATHING

Use alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer if soap and 
water are not available.

If your symptoms 
get worse, contact your 
health care provider or 
public health authority 
right away and follow 

their instructions.

CYAN MAGENTA DIE CYAN

YELLOW BLACK CYAN CYAN

Approbation
Bien que tous les e� orts aient été mis en œuvre pour éviter toute erreur, S.V.P., bien vérifi er cette épreuve. 
Notre responsabilité se limite au remplacement des fichiers finaux.

100�% 50�% 0�%

PHAC_01-Info_10.25x13.571_EN_rev1
2020-04-14 Info
Épreuve #1 Page 1

2490-Print Fr/En dailies

FINAL-LIVRÉ

M&H
87, RUE PRINCE, BUREAU 310
MONTRÉAL QC  H3C 2M7
T. 514 866-6736 | PRODUCTION@MH.CA

PHAC_01-Info_10.25x13.571_EN_rev1

ENGLISH - REVISION 1

YWCA resources still available
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COVID-19
Follow The Highlander on 
Facebook for the latest updates: 
Facebook.com/TheHighlanderOnline

WHERE TO GET 
THE HIGHLANDER
To do what we can for social distancing, we've consolidated our distribution 
to the following pick-up points. We're sorry if your newspaper isn't where 
you normally pick it up. 

If you're staying home, don't forget you can sign up to read the entire 
newspaper on your computer, just as 
it's printed, at: thehighlander.ca

• Haliburton Foodland
• Haliburton Independent
•  Haliburton Independent 

Gas Bar
•  Opposite Haliburton 

post office 
• Haliburton Stedmans Mall
• Minden Foodland
• Minden Valu-mart
• Minden Kawartha Dairy

• Minden On The Spot Variety
• Minden Shell Gas Bar
• Coboconk Foodland
• Eagle Lake Country Market
•  West Guilford Shopping Centre
• Wilberforce Foodland
• Gooderham Lucky Dollar
• Hunter Creek Estates
• Lochlin

 Minden Kawartha Dairy

By Lisa Gervais
Haliburton County businesses are 
continuing to diversify during COVID-19, 
with services ranging from chiropractic, to 
yoga, to ballet lessons all being offered via 
technology.

When a personal support worker at a 
long-term care home was recently injured, 
Dr. Jason Bradley at Haliburton County 
Chiropractic and Rehabilitation was able to 
do a virtual session with the client. 

“The session takes place with video 
conferencing. The conferencing is supported 
via our practice management software. 
It is fully encrypted and satisfies PHIPA 
(personal health information protection 
act requirements). The patient needs a 
computer with a camera and an internet 
connection,” Bradley said.

He said clients can book sessions on the 
company’s website, or via email. He said 
the system sends all the necessary links for 
people to follow and start the appointment.

He’ll do a detailed history, find out what 
happened, and learn about any concurrent 
health issues. 

“The patient will be instructed to perform 
various ranges of motion, special tests and 
orthopedic testing as appropriate via video. 
Once the injury is better understood, the 
chiropractor will provide a customized 
rehabilitation program, pain control 
strategies and lifestyle recommendations via 
email to the patient,” Bradley said.

With injuries that could result in claims, 
he said the necessary paperwork is 

forwarded as are recommendations for 
things such as light duty.

Bradley said the majority of third-party 
insurance payers will cover the tele-health 
sessions as per typical in-appointments.

He added that follow-ups can be 
established as needed and anyone with 
aches and pains, new injuries, or flared-up 
injuries can access the service.

“Our goal is to maintain our supportive 
role treating the residents of Haliburton 
County while taking the pressure off 
our over-taxed health care system due 
to COVID-19, our local emergency 
departments, nurses, paramedics and family 
physicians specifically,” he said.

Amanda Rico, of Harmony Yoga 
Haliburton, admits technology is not her 
strong suit, however, she has had to adapt, 
and started teaching online March 26.

“It’s been going well,” she said. “I’m 
getting the hang of the online live world. 
I’ve created a Facebook group called 
Harmony Yoga Home Practice where I offer 
short Facebook live classes and meditations, 
share plant-based recipes, and the teachings 
of Ayurveda (a holistic healing system).”

She said the class sizes have decreased 
from studio classes but she’s happy that the 
group can come together from the comfort 
of their living rooms and practice. 

Rico said adapting to an online teaching 
platform was relatively easy. She was able 
to watch a few tutorials, contact a couple of 
help desks, “and just like that, I was on my 
way into the online yoga world. Talk about 
getting me out of my comfort zone.”

She said she simply had to continue to 
share her love of yoga.

“I decided to teach online to support my 
students because I truly believe we need 
the practices of yoga and meditation. I 
hope by making these classes available, it 
helps keep some normalcy in people’s daily 
routines. My goal is that these classes offer 
a sense of connection and community with 
everyone who comes online to practice, 
which can be valuable in these times of 
uncertainty and isolation.”

The yogi said she also needs to work, as 
she doesn’t qualify for any government 
money but still has a downtown Haliburton 
studio to pay for.

But, ‘teaching and sharing this practice 

makes me happy. I feel so lucky I get to do 
what I love and have people supporting me. 
I’ve received a lot of messages, texts, and 
emails filled with gratitude for the online 
classes.”

Meanwhile, Chyna Schell has been 
operating her Haliburton Dance Academy 
online since the week after March break.

“It’s been going well,” Schell said. 
She attributed this to a supportive ballet 
community.

The site encourages students to, “jump 
into class today to see your friends, do your 
best, work hard and have fun!”

Businesses bring normalcy to people’s lives

Amanda Rico of Harmony Yoga Haliburton has been offering online programming since 
March 26. Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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No time for complacency

By Lisa Gervais

HAVE AN OPINION? 
SEND YOUR LETTERS TO EDITOR@THEHIGHLANDER.CA (MAX 300 WORDS)

By Jack Brezina

We’ve had some good news from the 
Ontario government - and locally - about 
the COVID-19 situation.

Premier Doug Ford told us this week that 
health experts say the outbreak has likely 
peaked in Ontario. 

The modelling, released this past Monday, 
showed things such as staying home and 
physical distancing - along with the work 
of our frontline health care providers - is 
working to contain the spread of the virus 
and flatten the curve.

Here’s what we know.
The wave of new community-spread 

cases appears to have peaked and Ontario 
is trending toward a best-case scenario 
rather than a worst-case scenario. We are in 
considerably better shape than the March 
modelling. 

However, we also know several 
hundred new cases are identified daily 
in Ontario although the rate of growth 
day-over-day is declining. Hospitals 
have not been overwhelmed as a result 
of capacity planning and the public health 
measures currently in place. 

Dr. Norm Bottum tells us in today’s 
Highlander that we’re somewhat lucky to 
have had only seven cases locally since we 
know people travelled during March break, 

have returned from wintering in Florida, 
and are coming to the cottage.

He attributes it to people following health 
protocols, and preventative measures at 
Haliburton Highlands Health Services.

But, he is worried about what will happen 
next month when cottagers traditionally 
return for the summer season to our County. 

Across the province, there also remains 
a real worry over outbreaks at long-term 
care homes and other facilities where large 
groups of people live. 

So, rather than looking upon this 
week’s news as permission to ease up on 
handwashing, or going out to do some 
non-essential shopping, or over to the 
neighbour’s for that long overdue beer, 
view it as affirmation that you are on the 
right track.

All of us still need to stay home unless 
absolutely necessary for essential trips, such 
as accessing health care services, groceries, 
picking up prescriptions or supporting 
vulnerable community members with 
meeting essential needs. If you must leave 
home, continue to go alone and stay at least 
two metres apart from others. 

Yes, it’s going to get harder and harder as 
the temperatures warm up. And, yes, it’s 
going to become ever so more tempting 

for cottagers to return. 
However, we must all 
continue to stay the 
course so the good 
news keeps coming. 
The last thing we need 
is May modelling 
saying we have gone 
backwards, that a second peak is upon us 
and a worst-case scenario now looms. We’d 
hate to see a second wave that could ruin 
summer. 

The public is further reminded that 
Ontario has made improvements to 
its COVID-19 self-assessment tool by 
expanding its symptom list, addressing the 
most high-risk individuals, and making 
it more accessible and responsive. If you 
have any suspicion at all that you have been 
infected, get yourself tested. 

Don’t be complacent at the first sign of 
good news. Continue to protect your health 
by washing your hands often with soap 
and water or alcohol-based hand sanitizer, 
sneeze and cough into your sleeves, avoid 
touching your eyes, nose or mouth and 
avoid contact with people who are sick. 
Stay home if you are sick. After all, it will 
be slow and steady that wins this race not 
fast and reckless.

Some thoughts and musings as the self-
isolation grinds on:

• I have found that it is best to limit the 
amount of pandemic “news” one consumes. 
Initially, it was hard not to hang on every 
word, every pronouncement, every piece 
of so-called breaking news as the gathering 
storm unfolded. Newspapers, radio, 
television, and of course the internet, were 
tapped for the latest updates. Drawn like a 
moth to a flame, I sought out every bit of 
advice and speculation. But like that hapless 
moth, I learned that the flame can burn 
as well as illuminate. I started to forego 
the daily briefings from Ottawa, Toronto, 
and especially Washington, relying on the 
aggregators to give me the highlights once 
or twice a day. I found a calming effect was 
the result of limiting my exposure to the 
sources I trusted and leaving the rest for 
others to fret about.

• Hats off to the staff in our grocery 
stores, who soldier on under very trying 
conditions. Thank goodness they are there 
to keep the shelves stocked, calculate our 
purchases and deliver orders to those who 
can’t or shouldn’t get out to shop. It must 
be intimidating to work, every day, in a 
situation surrounded by shoppers with 
masks and some without, those struggling 
hard to maintain the six feet of separation 
and those unaware how breaking that 

rule must make others feel. There are 
many frontline workers who deserve 
our admiration and thanks, but we often 
overlook or take for granted those who help 
to keep us fed. Thank you.

• Speaking of groceries, have you noticed 
how shopping has all of a sudden become 
a highlight of the week? And what is all 
this fuss about toilet paper? I admit I don’t 
want to run out either, but I am sure I won’t 
be needing a closet full of rolls in the next 
three or four weeks. While, at least it won’t 
spoil, toilet paper was far down my want 
list. I can think of many other things to 
consider stock-piling.

• Have you Zoomed lately? Zoom is 
not the first and only multiple participant 
communications platform, but it seems 
to have become the one everybody is 
talking about and using. I have birthday 
party Zoomed and read plays on Zoom 
and, well, attended meetings on Zoom or 
similar services. I have heard of church 
services and book clubs and online family 
gatherings congregating online. Tip: go 
to the bathroom before starting what you 
suspect will be a protracted online meeting.

• While I understand the concerns 
about straining the limited health and 
infrastructure resources we have here in 
the Highlands, I have sympathy for those 
city folk who decamped to the cottage for a 

couple of weeks 
or longer. If I 
was sheltering in 
place in the city, 
(especially with 
children), the 
open spaces and 
nostalgic draw of  
a cottage would 
be irresistible, 
particularly if “home” is in one of those 
apartment or condo towers. Confronted with 
the same options, most of us would choose 
to be here rather than in the city right now.

•  It is the direct interpersonal contact I 
miss the most. On the occasional visits to 
the post office or the grocery store, there 
is an irresistible urge to talk with people, 
keeping the requisite six feet or more 
distancing, of course. The conversations for 
the most part aren’t deep or consequential 
to anything in particular, they are just 
interactions, basic human contact that has 
been stripped from our lives by the rules of 
the day. There is a hunger for that contact, 
however fleeting, that we instinctively sense 
is missing from our daily lives. Even a 30 
second chat about the weather seems to 
provide a boost to the soul.

• Now, if you’ll excuse me, I’m sure it is 
time to wash my hands.

Pandemic notes
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Editorial opinion

LETTERS

Guest Column by
Dr. Diane Duff RN PhD
Virtual health care has been around for 
a couple of decades in Canada, but we 
have struggled to make virtual visits 
a mainstream part of primary health 
care delivery (family doctor and nurse 
practitioner visits). 

Privacy concerns, lack of digital expertise 
or connectivity by both patients and 
clinicians, and lack of approved “fee 
for service” funding have all delayed 
implementation of virtual health services. 

In a recent study by the Canadian Medical 
Association, it was noted that less than two 
visits in every one thousand (1.5/1000) 
were done using virtual technology. This 
means the vast majority of visits to the 
doctor or nurse practitioner were conducted 
as face-to-face office visits or less 
commonly via home visits.  

Virtual health care is an umbrella 
term that encompasses phone visits, 
videoconferencing visits, and email or text/
chat visits that can be done synchronously 
(at the same time, using two-way 
communication); or asynchronously (at 

different times; more like writing and 
replying to an email or letter and then 
responding back and forth over a period of 
time). 

So, what is wrong with just continuing 
face-to-face primary care office visits? 
Office visits require patients and 
practitioners to travel and coordinate times. 
For children and frail, elderly patients, this 
usually requires the support of one or more 
family members. Even without the COVID-
19 pandemic, having sick people travel and 
congregate in a doctor’s office is not ideal. 
Even if people were to be able to physically 
distance to two metres (six feet) in waiting 
rooms, surfaces and people may still be 
contaminated through touching, sneezing, 
and coughing. 

Primary care face-to-face visits in doctor 
and nurse practitioner offices should be 
reserved for vulnerable people who must 
be seen and physically examined, such 
as babies, people who lack technology, 
or individuals that require hands on 
examination or care. During the COVID-
19 outbreak, office visits may facilitate 
transmission of this highly contagious virus 

before, during, and after overt symptoms 
are present and will lead to greater 
community spread. Fortunately, most 
primary care practitioners in our counties 
have greatly increased the number of virtual 
visits they are offering and the Ministry of 
Health has fee-for-service codes to support 
virtual care.

COVID-19 may be the catalyst that helps 
us finally close the gap between consumer 
demand for virtual services and primary 
care provision of these services. It may also 
help non-attached or non-rostered people 
(people without access to a family doctor 
or other primary care clinician) have access 
to basic health care without having to use 
the Emergency Department (ED) or walk-in 
clinics to receive care. 

While ED and walk-in care can fill an 
immediate need, these are expensive ways 
of delivering primary care and many 
people, especially older patients, need 
continuity of care in order to self-manage 
their ongoing or chronic illnesses. In our 
counties, almost 50 per cent of people are 
non-rostered with a primary care provider 
in our community. 

Kudos need to be sent to the Haliburton 
Highlands Family Health Team. They 
have not only offered their services to do 
COVID-19 assessment and testing but 
have also extended their services to many 
unrostered individuals in our community 
during the pandemic so that they do not 
have to visit the Emergency Department. 
Other virtual primary health practices and 
services in Ontario have also reached out to 
offer virtual primary and specialist services, 
should we need their support. 

As an unrostered patient myself, I recently 
decided to try out one of the virtual online 
options. I signed on to the virtual care site 
and 15 minutes later I was registered, had 
finished an asynchronous chat visit, and 
a prescription had been sent to the local 
pharmacy of my choice. The service was 
quick, efficient, and free. 

While virtual visits may not be for 
everyone, most of us at least have a phone, 
and they may reduce the pressure on our 
existing primary care services. For more 
information about virtual health care, check 
out https://access2022.ca/ (Diane Duff is a 
nurse based in Haliburton County)

Good for you: virtual health care

Letter to the 
Haliburton Highlands
Dear, dear Haliburton,
Saying goodbye is usually a face-to-face, 
hand-to-hand experience. But not this year. 
So, as we move out of the County on May 
1, we must find a different way of saying 
thank you to our friends, neighbours, 
and community that have been home and 
family.

We moved here as full-timers in 2005. 
Before that, Paul had cottaged at the 
Harrison Farm on Little Boshkung in the 
‘40s, been a camper at Cecil and Jean 
Irwin’s Sherwood Forest Camp, then a 
cottager on Big Boshkung where I joined 
him 35 years ago. But it was only when 
we bought the Charles Barry farmhouse on 
Barry Line, and opened the Gaia Centre 
Retreat that we came to appreciate the real 
lively ‘spirit of the county’. And it is that 
land-loving, music-making, co-creative, 
self-sustaining, helping-hand spirit that 
makes it so hard to leave.

It’s been an interesting 15 years globally. 
When we opened the Gaia Centre in 
2005, it was the International Year of 
Sustainability. As we leave, it is the 
50th anniversary of Earth Day. These have 
been Earth-conscious, Gaia-centered times. 
We are very thankful for the support of so 
many organizations and individuals who 
served on the board, provided leadership, 
and attended the programs. We are grateful 
for the privilege of working with you on 
issues that will be even more pressing in the 
decades to come.

It’s been an interesting time of personal 
development as well. Paul has relearned the 
violin, thanks to Bethany, been a founding 
member of three fiddle groups, and learned 

trombone under the baton of Maestro Glen. 
He will miss the Highland Concert Band 
and all the music-making.

It’s been a great place to age. As elders, 
we felt our life-experience was welcome 
and put to good service. 

Paul was grateful to be a volunteer with 
so many important services like SIRCH, 
Hospice, and Community Care. 

But now, we feel the need to put down the 
snow shovel and head to the warmer climes 
of East Toronto, not too far away.

It would take the rest of the newspaper to 
mention all the folks we’re grateful to have 
met – the medical staff, municipal officials, 
and so many creative volunteer leaders. 
Instead, we wish you well and that you 
continue to be the spirit-full community that 
you are.

Carol Kilby and Paul Irwin 
Algonquin Highlands

Mask-maker 
donates $700
Dear editor,
A sincere and heartfelt “thank you” to 
everyone that requested facemasks to help 
limit the community spread of COVID-19. 

I have made more than 250 facemasks 
thus far and received wonderful donations 
allowing me to donate $350 to the 
Haliburton food bank, as well as $350 to 
the Haliburton Hospital. 

I am grateful for your generosity and 
thankful that we are #StrongerTogether.

Thanks.

April Martin
Haliburton

No need to envy citiots
Dear editor,
I appreciated your balanced editorial on 
the topic of cottagers coming to Haliburton 
County during this crisis.

I have been retired for a few years. We 
own a cottage. We come here year-round, 
spending weeks here in the summer and 
around Christmas. We adore the outdoors.

We just returned from Toronto for another 
three to four-week stint. Our cottage, which 
is a four-season home, is way out in the 
bush. On our once-weekly trips to Minden, 
I have researched and used every step I 
could to shop safely, using information 
from reliable sources such as CBC and the 
CDC. 

I was desperate for any sort of a chat, so 
I told someone at the store that we have a 
cottage. I won’t make that mistake again in 
case I am accosted. Fear breeds anger.

Yes, stupid things have happened. At 
Killarney, the general store was overrun 
by silly people who travelled without their 
own supplies. The only empty shelves I saw 
at the grocery store were in the cleaning 
supply area. We would get sick without 
fresh fruits and vegetables so, no, I haven’t 
brought weeks of supplies with me. 

If my spouse or I did come down with 
symptoms, I would never even think of 
going to the local hospital. It’s just over 
two hours to world class medical care in the 
GTA. To me, the local hospital is for events 
such as possible strokes and accidents with 
power tools. We‘ve received care from the 
Minden Hospital three times over the past 
quarter century and yes, we’ve financially 
supported it in exchange.  And, yes, we’ve 
also donated to flood relief in the past.

Yes, we are “lucky” to have two places to 
live (although our downtown Toronto condo 

is very small): my job in Toronto was just 
a means to acquire and support our cottage 
life. I suspect part of the resentment coming 
from locals is just envy. Yes, I drove myself 
like a fool working in downtown Toronto 
for many years to make the money to buy 
and pay for this place. I almost burned 
out. My health is damaged. No need to be 
envious of us “citiots.”

Carol Jackson 
Minden Hills

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Marie McEachnie sent in this photo with 
the caption: “Spring thaw at sunset on 
Kabakwa Lake. Winter’s tempest fighting 
with Summer’s Sun is called Spring.”
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SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF: 
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION 

FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS, 
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING, 

BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES, 
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

DON BARKER HEATING & COOLING

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 | 
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By Lisa Gervais
One manages an office, another drives a 
truck and a third volunteers for community 
radio. Collectively, they’re just some of 
Haliburton County’s heroes in the war 
against COVID-19.

The Highlander asked local health care 
providers to nominate one from their 
ranks and the majority recommended Kim 
Robinson, the executive director and office 
manager of the Haliburton Highlands 
Family Health Team/Haliburton Family 
Medical Centre. 

While not on the frontlines, Dr. Nell 
Thomas said without Robinson “nothing 
would be where it is today. She keeps the 
clinic running, created the COVID-19 
assessment centre, makes sure people get 
paid and coordinates the sick time and 
meetings. In most of our cases, if each one 
of us stepped away, things would carry on 
but if Kim stepped away, I can’t imagine 
what would happen.”

Robinson said she’s honoured but it’s 
a team effort. “Without them, none of 
the work that we have done around the 
COVID-19 pandemic would be possible.” 
She said they face daily changes with ease, 
pick up work where they see the need and 
support one another and herself.

“I truly didn’t think twice about what this 
pandemic would mean for me. My concern 
was the team, physicians, patients, etc. I 
couldn’t have managed to do what I have 
done without the support of our entire 
healthcare community and community at 
large.”

Robinson said the pandemic “has 
consumed my time, but in a way that has 
actually been a blessing, so to speak. It 
has shown me exactly what this team can 
do. It has taught me to not be complacent 

and that we should practice such care with 
each other and our patients every day. I 
am fortunate to be able to come to work 
each day … I am not fearful of contracting 
COVID-19. I feel protected and educated 
thanks to our physicians.”

The trucker
Rick English lives in Carnarvon but spends 
the bulk of his work weeks on the road as a 
transport truck driver. 

He’s been driving for 48 years, and at 68, 
says he should retire but admits, “I enjoy 
doing it. I love the highway.”

This week, his route took him to Sault 
Ste. Marie, then into Michigan, Minnesota, 
Illinois, and back to Toronto and home. 

He said his work life has not changed all 
that much during COVID-19, other than he 
cannot break up the routine by going into 
a restaurant for a sit-down meal. However, 
he has a refrigerator and microwave in 
the truck and says his wife always fills 
the fridge with leftovers. He can still get 
takeout and the washrooms are open and 
clean. 

As for border crossings, he said he can’t 
bring his wife since only co-drivers are 
allowed as essential workers. Other than 
that, the crossings are probably faster since 
there are fewer cars on the roads.  

Asked how he feels about truckers being 
treated as heroes, English said, “Everyone 
is waving at us when we go by, and wanting 
us to blow the horn. We get more respect 
now than we did before. But, how will they 
treat us after this is over? We’ll see if the 
tradition carries on.”

The radio guy
Mike Jaycock has been a voice of 
information and inspiration throughout the 
pandemic on Canoe FM. He has shows 
Mondays from 7-9 a.m. and Fridays from 
3-6 p.m. as well as doing the mayor’s report 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. He’s conducting 
other COVID-19-related interviews as well. 

“I’m fortunate to have a mini-studio at 
home with microphone, phone connection 
technology, mixer and computer software 
that allows me to record and edit phone 
interviews as well as record commercials 
and station promos,” Jaycock said. “I’m 
able to mix in music, if needed, and 
produce a finished product to send into the 
station via Dropbox. Between preparation 
for the shows I do and the interviews, I 
probably put in eight to 10 hours a week, 
from home. As a result, it sounds like I’m 
in station a lot more than I am.”

Jaycock said since he’s a senior with 
a history of asthma and some breathing 
problems, he’s extremely cautious and 
concerned around trips away from home. 
He goes to the station and comes home. 

“The station has been very proactive 
in terms of setting out the protocol and 
providing materials (disposable microphone 
socks, wipes, soaps) to ensure we stay 
safe. It’s important for us to be at the radio 
station because, as a community radio 
station, it falls to us to provide as much 
current information as we can while at the 
same time providing friendly, neighbourly 
voices for members of our community. It’s 
in times like these that community radio 
excels. So, while the family is a little 
concerned, I am glad to do what I do, 
thanks to the radio station’s concern for its 
volunteers. I feel pretty darned safe.”

Not all Haliburton County heroes wear capes

Rick English stands beside his truck before taking off on a trip April 20. Photo by Lisa Gervais.

Kim Robinson at work. Photo submitted. 

Mike Jaycock is a voice on Canoe FM.  
Photo submitted.
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•  Please call ahead. We can likely serve you 

without meeting in person.

• Remote videoconferencing available.

• No need to leave home or come into town.

Our office remains open during 
regular business hours.
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FIND YOUR HUSQVARNA AT

MASTER THE 
MOWING AND 
SAVINGSHusqvarna’s riding  lawn mowers 

are designed from the turf up 
to deliver cutting- edge levels 
of performance,  durability and 
operator comfort. 

SPECIAL 
PRICING*

• Powerful Kawasaki Engines

• Reinforced Cutting Deck

• Pedal Hydro Transmission

• 15" Seat

• Soft Rim Steering

SPECIAL PRICE $2,699.99 

YT1842

SPECIAL PRICE $3,099.99 

YT21548

YT1842

YT21548

*While supplies last. Ask us for complete 
details and qualifying models. Offer valid 
April 15 to June 30, 2020.

EMMERSON RENT-ALL
rental@emmersonlumber.com  • 705-457-1550 

  www.emmersonlumber.com 

By Joseph Quigley
Haliburton’s Jug City cashier Kris 
Leuzinger described working during the 
COVID-19 pandemic to be a “little nerve-
wracking,” with customers still stopping by 
regularly.

But she said she was pleasantly surprised 
April 16 when she discovered a decorated 
rock left on the windowsill of the store. 

It was emblazoned with bright colours 
and the words “thank you” written in black 
marker.

“It just made me feel really good,” 
Leuzinger said. “I’ve been feeling pretty 
down with what’s going on. I don’t know 
where it came from or who left it but I want 
to say, thank you. Put a smile on my face.”

Community members are finding a variety 
of ways to show their appreciation for the 
frontline workers providing services during 
the pandemic. 

School communities including J. Douglas 
Hodgson Elementary School have held up 
signs of support and posted them on social 
media. People have put up messages in their 
windows. Dysart et al put up a sign on one 
of its community events boards thanking all 
essential workers.

Another location getting positive 
messages is haliburtoncares.ca, which 
offers a submission form for people to 
upload messages for local healthcare staff. 
Haliburton Highlands Health Services vice 

president of community programs Stephanie 
MacLaren said they have received a lot of 
support on social media.

One message submitted to haliburtoncares.
ca April 3 directed towards “all health care 
workers in Haliburton County” said: “You 
are not alone - we are here, cheering you 
on, holding you in prayer, waiting to shake 
your hand, give you a hug and thank you in 
person when it is safe again. Thank you.”

“We are deeply grateful for the support 
being shown to health care and frontline 
workers,” MacLaren said. “These messages 
represent the best of Haliburton County 
– we all know this is a tight-knight 
community, that rallies together to support 
people when they need a helping hand, and 
that is exactly what is happening during this 
challenging situation. 

“It is heart-warming to see, and it gives 
us the extra boost we need to keep working 
hard, day and night, to keep everyone 
healthy and safe.”

The Highlander wants to highlight 
supportive messages directed to healthcare 
and other frontline workers during the 
pandemic. 

Grab a photo of how you’re showing 
support and send it to joseph@
thehighlander.ca. We’ll feature them in our 
paper. 

Also, be sure to continue submitting 
messages to haliburtoncares.ca. 

Community shows support for frontline workers

Cashier Kris Leuzinger holds up a ‘thank you’ rock mysteriously placed on the Haliburton 
Jug City windowsill. Photo by Joseph Quigley.

 COVID-19 COVID-19
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For more information:
705-457-4700

www.haliburtonchamber.com

Haliburton Highlands
ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

Haliburton Highlands
ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

WE ARE STRONGER 
TOGETHER...

The Haliburton Highlands 
Chamber of Commerce  

would like to 
underscore the 

importance of supporting 
our local business 

community at this time. 

Here are just a few ways 
that you can support 

them: 

Buy Gift Cards

Order Takeout & Tip Extra

Pay with Plastic 

Show Your Appreciation 
to the Employees in Every 

Establishment 

Comment, Like & Share 
their Social Media Posts

Shop Local Online or on the 
Phone

Buy Now & Pick Up Later

Call to Support, Not 
Complain

Write Positive Reviews on 
Google, facebook, etc. 

Share an Uplifting 
Interaction Using 

#BuyCloseBy 

Follow the Chamber & 
Local Business Social 

Media Pages

Please share this list 
so we can support 

our local businesses 
through this, we are 
#StrongerTogether.

RESTRICTED FIRE ZONE IN EFFECT
For all Zones in the fi re region of Ontario
In order to ensure public safety and well-being during the evolving COVID-19 outbreak, Ontario has declared a 
Restricted Fire Zone for the entire fire region of the province (Restricted Fire Zones 1 to 36) outlined in the map below, 
effective April 3rd, 2020 at 12:01 a.m.

The Restricted Fire Zone is in effect until further notice. This is a proactive action to reduce the number of preventable 
human-caused fires and reduce the risk of wildfires impacting the public. 

Restricted Fire Zones help protect public safety. In a Restricted Fire Zone, outdoor fires are banned. Portable gas stoves 
may still be used BUT must be handled with extreme care. For more information, contact your local Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Fire Management Headquarters.

For detailed information on the Restricted Fire Zone boundaries visit: Ontario.ca/forestfire.

Fraud charges 
laid in Minden
Two Minden Hills women are 
charged with numerous counts 
of fraud and forgery following 
a months long investigation by 
OPP.

In a media release issued April 
16, the Haliburton detachment 
said the two were employees of 
a local business.

They further said the 
business’s general manager 
contacted them after 
inconsistencies were allegedly 
noted with financial documents 
and invoices. 

As a result of the investigation, 
a 32-year-old woman is charged 
with 21 counts of fraud under 
$5,000 and 21 counts of make 

forged document. A 39-year-
old woman is facing 10 counts 
of fraud under $5,000 and 10 
counts of use, deals, acts on 
forged document.

The Highlander is not 
releasing their names as the 
paper cannot guarantee it will 
be able to follow through on 
their court appearances and the 
outcome of the court case. 

The accused are scheduled to 
appear in the Ontario Court of 
Justice in Minden on July 8, 
2020.

Be careful of 
COVID scams
The OPP Anti-Rackets Branch 
and the Canadian Anti-Fraud 

Centre (CAFC) say COVID-19 
related scams are ploys to extort 
money and personal information 
from fearful, trusting victims.

According to information 
received by the CAFC, there 
are about 20 popular scams 
now underway, including: 
offering duct cleaning services 
or air filters to protect from 
COVID-19; giving false 
results saying you have been 
tested positive for COVID-19; 
offering financial aid and/or 
loans to help you get through 
the shut downs and offering fast 
COVID-19 tests for sale.

The two agencies say if you 
were using your computer 
when you were scammed, it’s 
possible a virus or malicious 
software was installed on your 
computer. Run a full system 

check using reliable security 
software. If you do not have 
security software such as 
virus scanners and a firewall 
installed on your computer, a 
trusted computer professional 
can help you choose what you 
need. Scammers may have also 
gained access to your online 
passwords or other personal 
information. Change these 
using a secure computer. If you 
paid someone by credit card 
or through an electronic funds 
transfer, contact your financial 
institution or credit card 
company immediately. They 
may be able to stop or reverse 
the transaction.

(OPP briefs compiled by Lisa 
Gervais)

OPP news
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HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

Tim Kegel
incineratingtoilets.ca 

info@incineratingtoilets.ca

Call us to fi nd out more about 
INCINERATING TOILETS!

TIRED OF COMPOSTING TOILETS?

Eco- friendly • Only ash remains!
Bus: 705-341-9170
Fax: 705-489-4522
kegelheatingandcooling@hotmail.com

• Geothermal 
• Furnaces 
• Fireplaces 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Air Conditioning 
• Hrv’s  
• Radiant Floor Heating 
• Chimneys 
• Ductwork 
• Radiant Tube Heaters
• Gas Piping 
• Boilers
• AND MORE!

Tim Kegel

By Joseph Quigley
The federal government is providing more 
aid for businesses, but advocates are calling 
for support beyond loans.

The federal government announced a 
range of funding April 17, including $962 
million towards regional development 
agencies and the community futures 
network. It also announced April 16 it will 
introduce a program to provide loans to 
commercial property owners to forgo the 
rent of businesses for April (retroactive), 
May and June.

But Haliburton County Development 
Corporation (HCDC) executive director 
Patti Tallman said although the additional 
funding is positive, groups are lobbying to 
get more non-repayable, or grant, support.

“There’s certainly lots of money that’s 
going into rural communities which is 
something we’ve really been advocating 
for,” Tallman said. “The challenging piece 
for us as a CFDC (Community Futures 
Development Corporation), we don’t want 
to see people go into debt and we’d like to 
provide them with funding.”

Tallman said they expect to get just under 
$1 million from the funding. Although 
details are limited, they assume it will be 
directed towards their investment fund 
to provide loans to businesses for the 
pandemic. She added the HCDC COVID-
19 loan program – up to $25,000 at zero per 
cent interest– has had lots of interest and 16 
takers so far.

She said businesses are feeling pressure 
locally, especially given the pandemic is 
stretching into the tourist season. 

“We’re just cutting into our tourism season 

which is the biggest impact of our whole 
year. It’s just unfortunate that the small 
business owner is the one that’s taking the 
heat,” Tallman said.

Haliburton Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce executive director Jennifer 
Locke said the latest government 
announcements were a win for businesses. 
She also highlighted the announced 
expansion to the Canadian Emergency 
Response Benefit, with seasonal workers 
can now more readily access, and the bigger 
payroll range for the Canada Emergency 
Business Account, which is now for 
businesses between $20,000 to $1.5 million. 

But Locke said there is some confusion 
about qualifying for all the different 
programs. However, she added businesses 
are innovating quickly during the crisis.

“I find my members are just trying to 
wrap their heads around what they qualify 

for,” Locke said. “Overall, they’re just 
hoping the community will support them 
now where they can and keep them in their 
minds as we move forward.”

She encouraged businesses to fill out 
the online Canadian Survey on Business 
Conditions, due April 24, to ensure the rural 
voice is heard.

“We’re a tight-knit community and we’ve 
weathered hard times before,” Locke said. 

Tallman said CFDCs are lobbying for 
more help to provide for businesses over 
the next two years, with non-repayable 
contributions.

“We just hope the federal government is 
going to keep pushing money towards rural 
communities,” she said. “We just hope we 
can assist our rural community to get back 
into the land of the living. It’s just such a 
horrible time for everybody.”

 COVID-19 COVID-19

County businesses awaiting more federal support 

By Lisa Gervais
The Minden Food Bank has seen about a 
20 per cent increase in demand since the 
beginning of COVID-19 and anticipates 
even more people will need their services 
into the summer and fall.

“We’re getting a lot more calls from 
people we’ve never had before, and are 
distressed that they have to call the food 
bank,” Marilynne Lesperance told The 
Highlander April 16.

Lesperance added they have also seen 
a corresponding bump in donations. 
CanoeFM, for example, recently gave 
them $8,000 from bingo proceeds to buy 
for all area food banks. She said the lake 
associations have been generous, as have 
other clubs and associations.

However, with government regulations 
affecting businesses, it isn’t always easy to 
source food, Lesperance said. 

She said they had been “scrounging” at 
the grocery stores they usually buy from but 
have had to source regional wholesalers as 
well.

The upstairs commercial kitchen area 
on Newcastle Street is filled with tables 
containing supplies for all of the area food 
banks, including the 4C’s in Haliburton, 
Central East Food Network in Highlands 
East, and smaller food banks in Coboconk 
and Kinmount. 

Joanne Barnes is there, continuing to help 

fill the tables for eventual distribution.
“Overall, donations are coming in fast 

and furious,” she said. “We are a huge way 
ahead of where we were a year ago, like 
several thousand dollars ahead.” 

Like Lesperance, she said, “It’s amazing. 
We have the money coming in. It’s just 
laying hands on product.”

She is concerned about what she believes 
will be a lack of seasonal jobs this year and 
the impact that will have on families. 

“We are now looking at a regular base 
of 150, plus 300 new families,” Barnes 
predicted. She added they also have 
limited volunteers due to the pandemic. 
Some of their regulars are aged or have 
compromised immune systems. Plus, they 
have to practice social distancing as best 
they can while at the food bank. “I’m 
weary. I’m putting in long hours. I do help 
unload trucks but it’s more the mental 
exhaustion,” Barnes said. 

However, Barnes said she remains 
buoyed by the fact, “It’s amazing how this 
community always pulls together.”

Due to regulations, they have one client 
come to the door to give their family name 
and size. They bring the food outside, 
loose in shopping carts, for clients to bag 
themselves. The carts are then sanitized for 
reuse. The food bank is also delivering to 
those who do not have transportation or do 
not want to go out. You can contact them at: 
24 Newcastle St., Minden, 705-286-6838, 
mindencommunityfoodcentre@gmail.com

Food bank demand, donations up in Minden
 COVID-19 COVID-19

Joanne Barnes of the Minden Food Bank stands behind a table of staples destined for 
food banks in Coboconk and Kinmount. Photo by Lisa Gervais.

Abby Campbell
Associate Insurance/ Financial Advisor

Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
1-41 Maple Avenue | Haliburton

O: 705-457-5199 | C: 705-854-0154
Abby_Campbell@cooperators.ca

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • INVESTMENTS • GROUP
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Kevin Buckley ME

Visit our website
buckleyelectric.com ESA Licensed Contractor 7000397

Wiring for
Custom Home,

Cottage & Renovation

Upgrade from
Fuses to breakers

Back up Power Systems

Home Electrical Inspections

We are still OPEN 
for Drive Thru business at 
Minden & Haliburton Timmies!

HWY 35
MINDEN 705.286.6618

SUBWAY IN MINDEN AND 
HALIBURTON ARE OPEN 

FOR TAKE OUT ONLY.

705.457.1177177 HIGHLAND ST. 
HALIBURTON  

MON-FRI: 9 AM-9 PM • SAT-SUN: 9 AM-8 PM

OPEN  for business

HIGHLAND
TIMBER MART 

Harcourt 
705-448-2268  Gooderham 
705-447-2012 Kinmount 
705-488-2000

Harcourt 
705-448-2268  Gooderham 
705-447-2012 Kinmount 
705-488-2000

Harcourt 
705-448-2268  Gooderham 
705-447-2012 Kinmount 
705-488-2000

REMEMBER - Delivery is always FREE

HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM • SATURDAY 8AM - 3PM • SUNDAY CLOSED

We now have a patten using perforated eave trims 
to prevent ice back-up and IT WORKS!

QUALITY ROOFING
Steel - Shingles 

Eavestroughing & Gutter Guard

terry.stoughton@hotmail.ca 
stoughtonsqualityroofi ng.ca705-457-0703
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YOUR LOCAL RETAIL MEAT STORE

4071 Elephant Lake Rd, Harcourt  |  705.448.1007
solowaysoutlet.com  

Frozen hot dogs, sausages, steaks, hamburgers, condiments, buns &  ice. 
The same “Street Meats” from famous Toronto street vendors & food trucks.

YOUR LOCAL RETAIL MEAT STORE

4071 Elephant Lake Rd, Harcourt  |  705.448.1007
solowaysoutlet.com  

Frozen hot dogs, sausages, steaks, hamburgers, condiments, buns &  ice. 
The same “Street Meats” from famous Toronto street vendors & food trucks.

YOUR LOCAL RETAIL MEAT STORE

WE DELIVER TO HOMES WITH PUROLATOR • STREETMEATTORONTO.COM
• 705-448-1007 • 4071 ELEPHANT LAKE ROAD•

STILL  ACCEPTING CONSTRUCTION WASTE

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 
OUR STAFF, ALL EMPLOYEES 

& FRONT-LINE WORKERS, 
WE TRULY APPRECIATE IT!

• Construction Waste Containers • 
Commercial Containers • Demolition 

Services • Deliver, Load & Leave Option 
• Scrap Metal Bins • Disposal Services

Tasty Maple Treats • Artisian Quality Gifts & Col-
lectables • Group Appoinmentments 

Tom & Diane Dawson 
WINTERGREEN MAPLE SYRUP & PANCAKE BARN

dawson.wintergreen@sympatico.ca | wintergreenmapleproducts.com

MAPLE SYRUP AND PRESERVES 
AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT

           CALL TO ORDER 
Mother’s day GIFT BASKETS   
705-286-3202 | 3325 GELERT RD, MINDEN.

Pantone 343 C

Pantone 161 C

Open for Take-out
WED TO SUN: EVENINGS - 4 P.M.- 8P.M.

Please call to order. Stay in your vehicle and 
your order will be delivered to you as well as 
our Credit/Debit machine in the parking lot.

705-489-1939. View our full dinner menu 
at www.thepeppermill.ca. Follow us on 
facebook for our daily features

Pantone 343 C

Pantone 161 C

OPEN FOR 
BUSINESS?
Let your customers know with an ad 
705-457-2900 • sales@thehighlander.ca  
Or for a free listing (25 words max) 
email admin@thehighlander.ca 

25 Hops Drive, Haliburton • 705-457-2022 • www.cordellcarpet.ca

At this time, we will continue to have our 
showroom closed to public tra�  c based 

on available public health information and 
government direction.

We have implemented a COVID-19 
procedure to keep everyone safe.

CURBSIDE PICK-UP
 is available by ordering through email at 

cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca or phone 705-457-2022.

This will ensure the safety of our sta�  and 
of our valued customers.

Please remember to stay safe, socially distance 
and  wash your hands. We are all in this together.

HOURS 
Tues-Fri: 9 AM - 4 PM 
Closed: 12 PM - 1 PM 
Sat & Sun: closed 

MINDEN· HALIBURTON 
HEARING SERVICE 

Gordon Kidd, H.I.S./H.I.D.

41 Bobcaygeon Rd. Box 579 
Minden, ON KoM 2Ko 

705.286.6001 

HOURS 
Tues-Fri: 9 AM - 4 PM 
Closed: 12 PM - 1 PM 
Sat & Sun: closed 

MINDEN· HALIBURTON 
HEARING SERVICE 

Gordon Kidd, H.I.S./H.I.D.

41 Bobcaygeon Rd. Box 579 
Minden, ON KoM 2Ko 

705.286.6001 

 YOUR HEARING IS IMPORTANT

STEP #1: 
Get your baseline Our testing is FREE

STEP #2: 
Is there a medical solution?

STEP #3: 
Will amplifi cation help? FREE 30 day trial

CALL 705-286-6001CALL 705-286-6001
WE ARE CURRENTLY OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(705) 457-2375  | walkershvac.com | 81 Mallard Rd, Haliburton

Full Service HVAC Repair, Maintenance & Installation
• Furnaces • Heat Pumps • Boilers • Air Conditioners 

• Fireplaces & Stoves • Water Heaters • Geothermal Systems 
• Radiant In-Floor Heating

• DUCT Installation • WETT Certifi ed • FREE Estimates 
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HRBLOCK.CA | 1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)

Pension income splitting can reduce the taxes you or your spouse owe. If you qualify, our Tax 
Experts can help you make the most of the pension income tax credit and keep more of your 
money. You’ve worked hard all these years and it’s time to finally enjoy your free time. 

Receive 10%* off your tax preparation fee if you’re 65+ years old. 

SPLIT PENSION 
INCOME WITH 
YOUR SPOUSE 
AND SAVE

*Complex and Premier returns only. Visit an H&R Block location for details. Valid only at participating locations.  
Offer excludes Instant Cash Back® and cannot be combined with any other discount. Must be 65 years or older to qualify.

HRBLOCK.CA | 1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)

Pension income splitting can reduce the taxes you or your spouse owe. If you qualify, our Tax 
Experts can help you make the most of the pension income tax credit and keep more of your 
money. You’ve worked hard all these years and it’s time to finally enjoy your free time. 

Receive 10%* off your tax preparation fee if you’re 65+ years old. 

SPLIT PENSION 
INCOME WITH 
YOUR SPOUSE 
AND SAVE

*Complex and Premier returns only. Visit an H&R Block location for details. Valid only at participating locations.  
Offer excludes Instant Cash Back® and cannot be combined with any other discount. Must be 65 years or older to qualify.

tel: 705-457-1676
fax: 705-457-9928 

62 Maple Avenue, Haliburton

HRBLOCK.CA | 1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)

Pension income splitting can reduce the taxes you or your spouse owe. If you qualify, our Tax 
Experts can help you make the most of the pension income tax credit and keep more of your 
money. You’ve worked hard all these years and it’s time to finally enjoy your free time. 

Receive 10%* off your tax preparation fee if you’re 65+ years old. 

SPLIT PENSION 
INCOME WITH 
YOUR SPOUSE 
AND SAVE

*Complex and Premier returns only. Visit an H&R Block location for details. Valid only at participating locations.  
Offer excludes Instant Cash Back® and cannot be combined with any other discount. Must be 65 years or older to qualify.

Pension income splitting 
can reduce the taxes you 
or your spouse owe. If you 
qualify, our Tax Experts can 
help you make the most 
of the pension income tax 
credit and keep more of your 
money. You’ve worked hard 
all these years and it’s time to 
fi nally enjoy your free time. 

Receive 10%* off your tax 
preparation fee if you’re 
65+ years old. 

Due to the current COVID-19 
crisis we have closed our 

Minden Location. Our 
Haliburton branch is open 
as as a drop off location 

only. We are practising social 
distancing while getting 

people their money

STAYING HOME? 
Read the complete paper online each 
week. Sign up at TheHighlander.ca

By Joseph Quigley
After months of negotiations, the Ontario 
Secondary School Teachers’ Federation 
(OSSTF) and the province have reached a 
tentative collective agreement.

The two sides announced the deal April 
20 after a negotiation period which saw 
multiple one-day strikes. Teachers protested 
provincial cuts and expressed concern over 
changes such as mandatory e-learning 
credits for students.

But OSSTF District 15 – Trillium 
Lakelands president Colin Mathew said 
although he is not privy to what happens at 
the central-bargaining table, the COVID-19 
pandemic likely had an impact. 

“The whole bargaining landscape, at least 
in the short-term, really changed with this 
current crisis,” Matthew said. “It’s hard to 
imagine it didn’t have an effect.”

The deal will be reviewed for approval 
by local leaders in the coming days. If 
approved by them, the OSSTF said it will 
have a ratification vote by all its members 
in May.

OSSTF president Harvey Bischof thanked 
his members for their work in their public 
awareness campaigning. 

“As a result of our combined efforts, 
this government, although early in its 
term and holding a majority, was pushed 
back from some of its most egregious 
proposals,” Bischof said. “While this 
tentative agreement does not satisfy all 
of our concerns, we recognize the current 
environment we are in and the need 

for students to have stability once this 
emergency is over.”

“Our aim was to ensure our young people 
receive the best education we can offer, 
so they can develop the skills they need to 
succeed in the classroom and in the jobs of 
the future,” Minister of Education Stephen 
Lecce said. “We will remain focused on 
the government’s dual priority of keeping 
students safe while ensuring the continuity 
of education.”

The province has now reached deals with 
all of its teachers’ unions, including the 
Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario, 
which is going through its own ratification 
process.

A local deal still needs to be worked out 
between the union and Trillium Lakelands 
District School Board. Matthew said 
negotiations have awaited completion of 
the central deal. If that deal is ratified as 
scheduled, Matthew said local bargaining 
should take place in May and June. What 
will be discussed will depend on what is 
covered in the central agreement.

Matthew added he is concerned about 
possible cuts based on deals made with 
other teachers’ unions. The Toronto Star 
reported the tentative deal with the Ontario 
English Catholic Teachers’ Association 
includes an increase in average high school 
class sizes from 22 to 23 students this fall.

“We know what we went out to fight 
for, which is no cuts to public education. 
I would hope when I see the terms of the 
deal, that will be the case,” Matthew said.

Province, high school 
teachers reach deal

After months of negotiations and several one-day strikes, the province and Ontario 
Secondary School Teachers’ Federation have reached a tentative deal. File photo.
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NEWLY RENOVATED HOME - $419,900
A renovated 3 bdrm., 3 bath home with a view! Wood 
plank ceilings add warmth and character throughout. 
The large kitchen with an island, and wait until you see 
the amount of cabinetry! The Master Bedroom has a 
walk-in closet. The view from the deck is lovely. The 
lower level has 8 ft. ceilings and is partially fi nished 
with a 3 pce. washroom and walkout to the back yard. 
An oversized attached garage adds to the package. 
The 5-acre parcel has excellent space for 
gardens, building a shop and parking t
he toys.

.

NEW LISTING!

Don’t keep me a secret!

LISA MERCER
705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

COUNTY ROAD 121 RETREAT $1,199,000
• 

• 5 Bedrooms / 4 Bathrooms
• Includes a Cabin on a 4 acre pond
• 30’x28’ Garage and more!  94 acres

HORSESHOE LAKE 
$1,399,000
•   Western views across 

Horseshoe Lake
•   Confederation Log Home 

Loaded with Upgrades
•   Granite Landscaping, Hot 

Tub, Fire Pit Patio
•   4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 

Bathrooms, Loads of Space

LYNDA LITWIN
sales representative
cell 705-457-8511

LYNDALITWIN.CA
lynda@lyndalitwin.ca

KEN - 705-754-5280  
ken@kenbarry.com

Out Standing 
in his Field

kenbarry.com

Two adjacent, very private, nicely treed lots with gentle slope towards beautiful 
Minnicock Lake.  This quiet, motor restricted lake is perfect for all nature-lovers 

allowing you to bask in the tranquility that surrounds.  Build on 1.2 Acres with 198’ 
frontage OR 1.54 Acres with 298’ frontage, OR purchase both for the ultimate 

piece of paradise.  Close to Haliburton Village.

MINNICOCK LAKE - VACANT LOTS
$219,900 AND $229,900

KELLY@KELLY -MERCER .C A  •CELL :  705 -455 -7500

SOLD!

KELLY MERCER

If you’re looking for 
service beyond a 
sale, give me a call!

MERCER

If you’re looking for 

sale, give me a call!

Make ME your
REALTOR® of choice

Melanie Hevesi

2018, 2017 20132016, 2015, 2014

MelanieHevesiMelanieHevesi

SOLD

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

NOBODY IN THE NOBODY IN THE NOBODY IN THE 

WORLD WORLD WORLD 
SELLS MORESELLS MORESELLS MORE
REAL ESTATE THANREAL ESTATE THANREAL ESTATE THAN

111############
PROFESSIONALS INC., BROKERAGE 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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DEBRA
LAMBE*

TERRY 
CARR*

VINCE 
DUCHENE**

MELANIE
HEVESI**

KELLY 
MERCER*

LISA 
MERCER**

TED 
VASEY*

RICK
FORGET**

KEN** BARRY

TODD TIFFIN*

RE/MAX Professionals Inc., Brokerage

                                                                                                             

MEET YOUR REALTORS    **BROKER *SALES REPRESENTATIVE

JOEL TAYLOR*LYNDA 
LITWIN*

TODD TIFFIN
Sales Representative

705.457.6107
todd@toddtiffin.com

JOEL TAYLOR
Sales Representative

705.854.1311
joel@joeltaylor.ca

Call us for 
outstanding 
service - you 

won’t be 
disappointed!

TED 
VASEY*

705-455-2034
ted@tedvasey.ca

WILBERMERE LAKE
Very charming well maintained 3 bedroom home - w/o kitchen and dining room 

to rear deck 12 x 38 - oak kitchen cabinets - propane fi replace in living room - hardwood 
fl oors - 4 pc. master bedroom ensuite -  4 pc. main fl oor bath - main fl oor laundry 

- fully fi nished basement with family room - 40 feet of deeded access to lake - sandy 
beach - attached garage. Asking $329,000

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

HOUSE AD HOUSE AD 

HOME WITH COLIN + JUSTIN

IN THE 
HIGHLANDS

Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  C O T TA G E  C O U N T RY

Stylish landscaping 
and more with Colin + Justin

Next issue: May 14

PROFESSIONALS INC.

705-448-2222 • 705-457-0580
HaliburtonHighlands-Remax.ca

Brokerage Independently Owned & Operated

Rick Forget 
BROKER

GRACE RIVER: $278,000
Pretty 2 bed/1 ½ bath home on Grace River! Cozy plan; galley KT w/walk-
out & intimate dining area! LR is bright & SR walks out to spacious front 
deck! Picturesque views! Lower level is partly fi n w/rec room, 2nd bdrm, 

a ½ bath, laundry & separate entrance! Boasts maintenance free ext, F/A 
pp & drilled well! Lot is level & incl a single det. garage w/shop! Cross rd to 
your pvt dock & sandy, kid friendly shore! Enjoy access to Grace & Dark 
Lks! Perfect location & amenities are close by! It doesn’t get any better! 

Cottage now; retire later! Don’t wait!

NEW PRICE!

VINCE 
DUCHENE

  Cell: 705-457-0046

vince@vinceduchene.ca 
www.vinceduchene.ca

Broker Meticulously kept showing pride of ownership and only 5 minutes from
Haliburton Village. This home is just down the road from the driving range, very 
close to the Hospital and of course all amenities in Downtown Haliburton.  A full 
covered veranda across the front starts the 1st impression off just right but also 
boasts an open concept KT/LR/DR area with walkout to a dining deck off the 
dining room. The full walkout basement has a huge rec room with wet bar and a 
3 piece bath. Owners are moving to a condo so all appliances and much of the 
furnishings are staying as well as generator and snowblower.  Call today to view!!

1790 OLD DONALD ROAD - $289,900

SOLD!! MULTIPLE OFFERS!

705-854-0103
Sales Representative

705-854-0103DEBRA LAMBE 

It’s all about the location and 
double lot! Walk to town, park, 
shopping, churches and lake! � is 
older home is sitting on a lovely 
and gently terrace double lot in 
the town of Haliburton. � is 2 
Bedroom/ 1 bath home would be a 
great weekend get a way or starter 
home. Some features include 
propane furnace, UV water 

� ltration system (not 
presently in use) and 
closed in porch, and 
garden shed.   $174.900

SOLD!
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Stop the Spread
COVID-19 can be deadly.
Stay home. Save lives.

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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COVID-19
See the latest closures and 
cancellations at TheHighlander.ca

By Lisa Gervais
The Wilberforce Fair, scheduled for the first 
weekend in August, has been cancelled due 
to COVID-19.

The Wilberforce Agricultural Society 
made the announcement last week. 
They said it was done with “great 
disappointment.”

“The decision was not an easy one 
for our directors, however after board 
discussion and all avenues considered, we 
unanimously felt it was the right thing to 
do. The health and safety of our members, 
volunteers, sponsors, donors, vendors and 
our community is paramount,” they said in 
a news release.

They added they anticipate that social 
distancing may be a long-term social 
measure, with various phases where large 
gatherings will continue to be discouraged 
to some degree. 

They said even if some constraints are 
lifted, it may take some time for people to 
trust attending events. 

In addition, “we have a large seasonal 
population who may not be here in the 
same numbers this summer season. Also, 
our local residents may still be in self 
isolation, particularly our senior population 
as they remain our most vulnerable.”

They further noted that the local and 
surrounding area businesses who have 
traditionally been the fair’s sponsors are 
experiencing significant financial duress.

They felt it would be inappropriate 
to approach them for advertising or 
contributions in kind.

Another major consideration was the 
fairground availability, as the fair takes 
place on municipal property. 

“Should social distancing still be in effect 
throughout the summer and fall, there is 
no guarantee that the grounds would be 
available for the Wilberforce Agricultural 
Society to hold the event.”

The fair is a not-for-profit community 
event, and the financial impacts were a 
huge part of the board’s discussion. They 
said their budget currently stands in a 

healthy position to freeze expenses without 
any reductions for planning 2021. “We felt 
this was the best course of action given 
the fact that without the funds from our 
sponsors, what will surely be an anticipated 
lower attendance, along with general 
expenses for our exhibits, we would put the 
fair’s future financial viability at risk.”

They said they’re looking forward to a 
return on August 6-7, 2021.

“Stay safe, and know that we remain 
optimistic for another big little fair in our 
future.”

Algonquin Highlands 
cancellations
Meanwhile, the Township of Algonquin 
Highlands announced on April 17 that it is 
cancelling all summer programming and 
events. 

This includes: the Oxtongue Lake Canada 
Day and summer speaker series; Dorset 
family movie nights and museum heritage 
day, Stanhope Heritage Day; swimming 
lessons and aqua-fit; the Stanhope Soccer 

League; Dorset kids fish derby and arts, 
crafts and antiques show and community 
garage sale.

Fall programming and events will be 
re-evaluated in August.

The seasonal opening of the Dorset Tower 
has also been postponed. 

They also announced that the household 
hazardous waste event scheduled for 
Saturday, May 16 at the Maple Lake 
Landfill has been rescheduled to Saturday, 
June 6.

Wilberforce Fair added to summer cancellations

Procedural 
bylaw changes
Council, at a special council meeting 
April 21, approved an amendment to 
the municipal procedural bylaw due to 
provincial Bill 187, which allowed for 
council, board and committee members 
participating in meetings electronically 
to be counted for quorum during an 
emergency.

The bylaw change also allows for the 
formation of an emergency governance 
committee, which would allow two or fewer 
councillors to be delegated powers during 
an emergency for a meeting should the 
other three council members be unavailable 
for valid reasons. 

Staff keep busy
CAO Shannon Hunter reported on how 
staff have kept busy working over the past 
month since the pandemic broke out, even 
with offices closed.

“Working at home protocols have 
been implemented for all departments. 
Staff continue to be creative in order to 
meet work expectations,” Hunter said. 
“All departments are meeting with their 
counterparts in the other municipalities and 
many collaborations have transpired.”

Hunter reported administration is working 
as part of the municipal emergency 
operations centre, communicating COVID-
19 updates to the public, and working on 
the year-end audit, amongst other duties.

The roads department self-isolated for 14 
days due to potential COVID-19 exposure. 

The department is now back to work using 
safe distancing protocols, addressing issues 
such as culverts.

“While we have had an easy spring, we 
have had a half-dozen culverts wash out 
due to frost heaving them out of the road,” 
the staff report said.

The bylaw department indicated it could 
enforce orders under the Emergency 
Management and Civil Protection Act, 
which can now be used against those 
breaking social distancing and essential 
services orders. But the department said 
calls to date have been minimal.

Hunter also reported the fire department 
has called off weekly training and the 
fire chief has been focused on dealing 
with COVID-19 and securing protective 
equipment.

Highlands East news

The Wilberforce Agricultural Society has been forced to cancel this year’s fair due to the coronavirus. File.

Meeting live-streamed
The meeting was live-streamed to YouTube 
and done completely remotely.

All five members of council attended via 
an online call, which required every vote 
to be a recorded one for public record. At 
peak, 18 viewers were watching the stream.

At the end of the meeting, Mayor Dave 
Burton thanked everyone who took part.

“These times are very difficult for so 
many reasons,” he said. 

“I wish everyone to stay healthy and safe. 
We’ll get through this together - apart.”

(Highlands East news compiled 
by Joseph Quigley)
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Highlander people
By Lisa Gervais
Last Spring, Whitewater fire chief Jonathan 
Wilker was on the frontline of Ottawa 
River flooding. This year, he’s helping to 
manage a global pandemic for Algonquin 
Highlands.

Wilker was recently hired to replace Mike 
Cavanagh, who is now deputy chief of 
Peterborough. 

In an interview with The Highlander last 
month, Wilker said he’s originally from 
Ottawa. His last position was as fire chief 
for Whitewater, about an hour outside of the 
Nation’s Capital, where he served for two 
years.

“It was a very similar municipality in size 
and in challenges,” Wilker said. “So, I’m 
looking forward to bringing the experience 
from there to here.”

While only on the ground a week at the 
time of the interview, he said he’d had an 
opportunity to meet a lot of the firefighters 
and officers “and we have a really good 
group of dedicated people, so I’m really 
looking forward to being here.”

Whitewater covered 500 square kilometres 
with the Ottawa River wrapping around one 
side of it. Wilkins oversaw five volunteer 
stations. The population of 7,000 was a 
tad bigger than Algonquin Highlands. At 
the height of the 2019 floods, they issued 
300,000 sandbags. 

He noted the geography is different 
here and the distance between stations 
a challenge. There are stations on North 
Shore Road, in Dorset and Oxtongue Lake. 

He said other challenges, such as ensuring 
enough volunteers, is province-wide.

“Recruitment and retention. We’re 
going to look very hard at some different 
strategies. How we can, and where we 
can, find people in the community that are 
willing to volunteer. The challenge really 
for our firefighters is finding that work-
life balance and us making sure that we 
can make it a rewarding and challenging 
career.”

He said the township has a good handle 
on the department’s challenges and “we’re 
working proactively in dealing with those 
issues.”

For example, he said call volumes are 
dropping, with fewer fires, so it’s tougher 
to motivate firefighters. But, “the way to 
achieve that now is through good, efficient, 
challenging training.”

This is his third department. He was also 
a volunteer for the City of Ottawa and a 
rural sector chief. He’s dealt directly with 
18 different stations, all of whom operate a 
little differently.

“My strategy here is, I’m going to take 
some time and evaluate, and then we’ll start 
looking at some of the things I’ve learned, 
if it’s appropriate to do that. But I’m not 
going to make any changes immediately. 
We’ve got a very well-run department with 
passionate people. We’ve got challenges 
like every department has but I’m not 
going to make any rash decision and all the 
firefighters need to hear that too.”

He said he was attracted to the job 

because he loves working with volunteer 
departments and he favours the size of the 
area. 

“It’s stepping into a department which is 
in good shape but I can help out and make a 
difference.”

He applauded his predecessor for doing 
a great job of training and building good 
infrastructure and communications.

“I’m very positive about the outlook of the 
future.”

New AH fire chief positive about future

Algonquin Highlands’ new fire chief, Jonathan Wilker. Photo by Lisa Gervais

By Lisa Gervais
Bay of Blood, a novel set in Georgian 
Bay, is based on the mysterious death of 
renowned Canadian painter Tom Thomson.

The book’s idea came to author 
Andy Potter when he was watching a 
documentary about Thomson’s life and 
mysterious death called West Wind: The 
Vision of Tom Thomson.

“This would make a great novel,” Potter 
thought. Then he thought, “No, it wouldn’t. 
You can’t fly too close to the Tom Thomson 
myth. It’s sacred. He’s a Canadian icon.”

So, Potter wrote a mystery novel based on 
Thomson’s death.

Thomson died on July 8, 1917. The 
famous painter murdered in Bay of 

Blood died on July 8, 2017. There are other 
similarities, but the painter in the novel 
is not Thomson, and he’s not the main 
character.

The novel’s main character is OPP 
Detective Sergeant Eva Naslund.

As one of the book’s reviewers says, 
“Potter takes his readers on a fascinating 
21st-century chase, with bells and whistles 
never dreamt of 100 years ago: cellphones, 
female detectives, Russian operatives, and 
shady Toronto art dealers.”

Potter won’t elaborate on the suspects; he 
doesn’t want to ruin the whodunit.

Ken Haigh, a Georgian Bay author, 
provided this short overview of the novel.

“In Eva Naslund, we discover a sleuth 

who is sympathetic, vulnerable, and 
smart. Bay of Blood is an exciting new 
entry in the world of Canadian detective 
fiction. I look forward to volume two.” 

To mark the one-year anniversary of the 
book’s release, Potter and his publisher are 
offering readers of The Highlander a chance 
to win one of 12 free ebooks.

To win, simply email your name to amp-
northnoir@outlook.com; subject Llne: 
‘Ebook Giveaway.’ Contest closes April 30, 
2020. Winners will be selected at random.

If readers want to get a print book, Bay 
of Blood is available at book retailers. For 
more information or sales details, visit 
Potter’s author site at amp-northnoir@
outlook.com

Author gives Highlander readers a chance to win ebook
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7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 
Toll Free 1-844-277-1260 Fax: 705-286-4917 • www.mindenhills.ca

INFORMATION PAGE
Roads 705-286-3144    Community Services 705-286-1936

the township of 

In Season, Every Season

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY PLEASE DIAL 9-1-1. FOR ALL OTHER MUNICIPAL EMERGENCIES PLEASE CALL 1-866-856-3247.
Facebook: @Township.Minden.Hills • Twitter: Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

DISCLAIMER : The information provided on this page is considered current and valid on as of April 17, 2020. 
While the Township of Minden Hills works diligently to provide the public with the most current information regarding 
service provisions and reductions during the COVID-19 pandemic, we are aware that, due to the rapidly evolving nature of 
outbreak, information can, and may, change on a daily basis. The public is strongly encouraged to refer our website at www.
mindenhills.ca for current and up-to-date information. Anyone unable to access the website can call 705-286-1260 or email 
admin@mindenhills.ca for assistance.

Township Service Provision Reductions
 

A reminder that all Township facilities remain closed to the public, until further notice.  
Administrative call answering services will remain available between the hours of 8:30 AM and 

4:30 PM Monday to Friday, 705-286-1260 listen carefully to the full message and follow the 
message prompts or admin@mindenhills.ca.

 
Please provide your name, contact information (phone and/or email) and a clear and brief 

message regarding the reason for your call. 
 

The public can be assured that essential services will be maintained as much as possible.
 

We are asking the public to restrict inquiries to Township priority requests only 
and please understand that it may take longer to reply to messages as Staff handle 

increased phone and email inquiries.
 

We are also asking the public for their patience during this time and to observe our request to 
contact the Township for municipal related inquiries by the following methods only:

Telephone: 705-286-1260 listen carefully to the full message and follow the message prompts
 

Email: admin@mindenhills.ca
 

Please do not call or email the various Departments or their related extensions or 
submit inquiries though the Minden Hills website Contact Us form.

 
If you are aware of anyone who is not adhering to the Government’s order which prohibits 
organized public events and social gatherings of more than fi ve (5) people, or who are not 
practicing appropriate physical distancing; you are encouraged to contact your local police 

department or the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online by visiting opp.ca/reporting.
 

For a complete list of all Township service provision reductions, please go to: 
www.mindenhills.ca/covid-19-information/

Meetings
All Council, Committee of the Whole, Public, 

Advisory Committee and Local Board 
regularly scheduled meetings have been 

suspended until further notice.

Landfi ll Reminder
Summer hours at Waste Sites begin May 1, 2020. A 
reminder: please do not attend waste sites until you 
have accumulated 3 bags of household garbage.

Earth Day

Earth Day 2020 is April 22nd

In view of the current global health situation, 
outdoor gatherings and activities are prohibited, 

however, the Township of Minden Hills believes it is 
still possible to celebrate Earth Day from home!
A few simple ideas to organize environmental activities at home, 
alone, or with your family could include; Reducing food waste, 
Lowering your thermostat, Replacing your light bulbs with low-

energy light bulbs, remember the 3 R’s (Reduce, Reuse & Recycle), 
going for a walk or bicycle ride, or start growing seeds for your own 

vegetable garden… The list is endless.
 

Let’s change our habits for a brighter future, 
on Earth Day and every day.

 
Visit www.earthday.ca for more information.

Building Permits
The Building, Bylaw and Planning Departments are 

accepting electronic applications only. 
Until the Provincial mandate has been lifted, only 

projects deemed essential by the Province of Ontario 
will be issued permits. Submit your permit application 

to admin@mindenhills.ca.

By Joseph Quigley
The Haliburton Highlands will be featured 
in the premiere episode of a new HGTV 
Canada series Scott’s Vacation House Rules 
April 26.

The hour-long renovation show hosted 
by Scott McGillivray features cottages 
getting transformed into more appealing 
rental properties. The inaugural episode 
will feature a cottage situated outside of 
Minden, with local workers taking part in 
turning an inherited family cottage into a 
German-inspired guest house.

“For over 10 years I’ve been helping 
homeowners – advising them on income 
properties and renovation techniques – and 
now I’m taking what I’ve learned in both 
of these and applying them to the growing 
market of vacation rentals,” McGillivray 

told The Highlander. “With the rise of 
Airbnb and other booking services, vacation 
homes have become a hot part of the real 
estate market.”

The episode will feature local talent, 
including Minden’s Above Board Carpentry. 
The business declined an interview. 

Professional artist and Haliburton School 
of Art + Design teacher Rose Pearson 
participated in filming back in August and 
painted shutters in a Bavarian-style. 

“I don’t have any experience in film at 
all,” Pearson said. “It was interesting for 
me to experience all the little takes. I’m 
interested in seeing now what parts they 
harvested.”

McGillivray said the episode turned out 
particularly well, which is why it was 
chosen for the premiere of the series.

“I’m proud of all of our episodes, but 
we felt this one was especially great. The 
homeowners also have a very universal 
goal, which is to use the property to 
generate additional income in order to let 
them retire someday,” he said. “Shooting 
in Haliburton was beautiful, and the 
community was very welcoming.”

Pearson said some nerves come with being 
on television.

“I feel really sheepish. I’ll probably hold 
my breath and hide under a blanket when 
my scene comes up,” she said. “It’s not my 
comfort place, that’s for sure.”

The episode airs April 26 at 9 p.m. It can 
be streamed via watch.globaltv.com and 
through all major TV distributors. 

“If you’re interested in taking an hour 
to get away from our current news cycle, 

this is a great way to spend that hour,” 
McGillivray said. “If you’re interested in 
learning more about vacation homes or 
you’re a real estate/renovation junkie, you’ll 
find lots of good information.”

Another Minden-area cottage will get 
featured in the series May 10, according 
to Brown + Co, the local construction 
company who worked on that episode. 
Contract manager Andrew Brown said it is 
not their first TV production and it was fun 
being apart of it.

“We understand how much reach projects 
like this have, we always get excited about 
it. We enjoy the exposure,” Brown said. 
“We, like other people in the area, as well 
as cottagers, see our level of quality that 
we can perform and how easy we are to get 
along with.”

Local talent featured in new HGTV show
Left: The Haliburton Highlands will be spotlighted in an episode of HGTV Canada’s Scott’s Vacation House Rules premiering April 26. Right: Designer Debra Salmoni and local artist 
Rose Pearson paint together during the episode. Photos submitted.
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Highlander volunteers

Canoe FM is deemed as an essential 

service and in this time of crisis we 

thank all our VOLUNTEERS who are 

committed to providing information that 

is accessible to everyone. Keeping our 

community connected by  broadcasting  

local information and public service 

announcements is at the core of what we do.

Community Radio Serving the Haliburton Highlands

Laurie Scott, MPP
Haliburton -  Kawartha Lakes -  Brock 

Applaud ing  communi ty
vo lunteers  who make  

a  d i f fe rence  in  the  
l i ves  o f  so  many  

each  and  every  day!
Const i tuency  Of f ice

14  L indsay  St .  Nor th
L indsay ,  ON.  

K9V 1T4  

T :  705 -324-6654
F:  705 -324-6938
laur ie .scot tco@pc.o la .org
www. laur iescot tmpp.com

A sincere thank you to all of our 
passionate hardworking volunteers.

VOLUNTEERS ARE 
OUR FOUNDATION

thethe

YARD
HIGHLAND

By Joseph Quigley
When Alex and Barbara Kosny 
returned to Wilberforce March 30 
after staying in Florida over the 
winter, they were forced into unusual 
circumstances.

As with all returning travellers, they 
had to keep themselves in isolation 
for two weeks due to COVID-19, 
meaning they could not leave the 
house. But they were not left in the 
lurch for long, as neighbours and 
volunteers with the Central East Food 
Network ensured they could get the 
supplies they needed. 

“It was a very, very big help,” Alex 
Kosny said. “When we sent a list of 
our order to Foodland, very next day 
volunteers came. How can it be? I am 
very, very happy that happened and 
very surprised.”

National Volunteer Week is April 
19-25 and organizations across the 
County are showing their appreciation 
as volunteers continue helping even 
during a global pandemic.

Volunteers from groups such as 
the Rotary Club of Haliburton, the 
Central East Food Network and the 

newly formed Neighbours Helping 
Neighbours are delivering groceries. 
SIRCH and Rotaract Haliburton 
Highlands are collecting cloth masks 
for use, woven by volunteer sewers.

Haliburton Highlands Health 
Services (HHHS) vice president 
of community programs Stephanie 
MacLaren said when the pandemic 
broke out, volunteers emerged quickly.

“Haliburton County is an 
embarrassment of riches when it 
comes to community spirit and 
volunteer support,” MacLaren said. 
“Our phones lit up with many people 
wanting to know how they could 
help.”

She said community support services 
has a dedicated volunteer group, which 
have continued to help drive people to 
medical appointments, deliver Meals 
on Wheels and make friendly visits by 
telephone or virtually. She added many 
people stepped forward who have not 
volunteered with HHHS in the past.

“There are a lot of people stepping 
up to organize responses – whether 
it is doing fitness classes for seniors 
over the internet, running errands, 
reaching out to neighbours. It is really 
impressive how we as a community 
have responded,” MacLaren said.

Other organizations are also 
honouring volunteers, including the 
many who help year-round. The 
Township of Minden Hills, which 
usually holds a recognition event for 
the week, put out a release thanking its 
volunteers.

“Your continued commitment and 
enthusiasm in helping develop our 
community is greatly appreciated. 
Minden Hills wouldn’t be the 
wonderful place it is without all 
of you,” the township said. “To all 
those who have been volunteering or 
assisting others in various ways during 
this uncertain time, we want to say 
thank you.” 

However, some regular volunteers 
in the vulnerable population have 
taken a step back due to COVID-19, 
something MacLaren said HHHS 
is fully supportive of. She said she 
cannot predict what the “new normal” 
will look like moving forward during 
the pandemic but expects volunteers 
will continue to come forward.

“What is truly evident throughout 
all of this, is that the spirit of 
volunteerism and the calling to be of 
service to the health and well-being 
of the community is alive and well in 
Haliburton County.”

Volunteers step up during pandemic

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOURS.
WE APPRECIATE EACH OF YOU!

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOURS.THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOURS.THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOURS.THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOURS.
WE APPRECIATE EACH OF YOU!

                  THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CLIENT SERVICES DIRECTOR OF THE PREGNANCY CARE 
          & FAMILY SUPPORT CENTRE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR THE VITAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF OUR CENTRE & BOARD VOLUNTEERS. 

              THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT & FOR GIVING OF YOURSELVES
 IN ORDER TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS IN OUR 

   COMMUNITY.  THE GIFT OF TIME IS PRICELESS; THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOURS. 
WE APPRECIATE EACH OF YOU!

Judy Davis is a volunteer for hospice. File photo.

 COVID-19 COVID-19
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HHHS Haliburton & 
Administrati on Offi  ces:
7199 Gelert Road, Haliburton, ON  K0M 1S0
705-457-1392

HHHS Minden:
6 McPherson Street, 
Minden, ON K0M 2K0
705-286-2140 

It’s time to applaud this country’s 

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are truly a gift to our community. 

Each day is brighter thanks to you!

During National Volunteer Week we want to thank 
Haliburton Highlands Health Services volunteers for 

their selfl essness and commitment.

Each and every one of you are a true blessing.

You make a world of difference 
in all that you do

Our volunteers are the heart & soul 
of our organization. Thank you for all your support over 

the years.  We could not do this without you!

"No one can do everything, but everyone can do 
something and together we can change the world." 

- Ronald J. Sider   

 
The Township of Minden Hills would like to express their apprecia-
tion to all of the volunteers within the community who have contribut-
ed their time and energy in supporting our annual special events, 
lending a hand at our Cultural Centre, sharing concerns and ideas 
on our advisory committees, keeping youth and seniors active 
through a variety of programming and so much more! through a variety of programming and so much more!

 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 
APRIL 19-25 2020 

Cathy McIlmurray chops vegetables while preparing meals for SIRCH. File photo.
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Living well

Serving all Faiths  
Prearranged & Prepaid Funeral Planning
tel: 613-338-3259 fax: 613-338-5641

WWW.DALYFUNERALHOME.CA
200 Old Hastings Rd. 

PO BOX 99 Maynooth, ON K0L 2S0

10% OFF SENIORS DAY
Last Thursday of every month

15% off every monday!
705.457.2715 • 187 Highland St. Haliburton

SENIORS DAY!

705-286-1351
16 BOBCAYGEON RD 

MINDEN ON

SENIORS 
DISCOUNT

EVERY 
TUESDAY!

10% 
OFF

Adult Day Program
Friendly Visiting
Meals on Wheels
Diners Club / Bridge / Cribbage
Emergency Response System 
Home Help & Home Maintenance 
Home First / Home at Last 
Supportive Housing / Assisted Living 

Balanced Fitness / Falls Prevention
Nursing Foot Care
Telephone Security Checks
Transportation Services 
Hospice Palliative Care
GAIN (Geriatric Assessment and 
Intervention Network)

We help enable seniors and adults with disabilities or health issues, 
remain independent, engaged in their community, and 

in their homes for a longer period of time.
Our community based services include;

Toll Free 1-855-285-2944
705-457-2941
www.hhhs.ca

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES

38 Bridge Street West, Bancroft
24 HOURS • 613-332-3990 • neumanfh@gmail.com 

www.neumanfamilyfuneralhome.com
Jeff  & Crystal Neuman

Modern Choices - Traditional Value

Customized Life Celebrations • Affordable Burial 
And Cremation Options • Funeral Pre-Planning 

And Pre-Arrangements • Aftercare Program
Serving All Faiths

Formerly Baragar Funeral Home

Next 
Living 
Well 
May 21

What’s 
cooking?

Jeri-Lyn Cuda of Minden Hills made Challah bread and said it turned out really good.

Left: Andrea Strano made banana 
pudding and sends readers to 
www.the-girl-who-ate-everything.com/
magnolia-bakerys-famous-banana-
pudding/

We've noticed a lot of Higlanders 
are dealing with self-isolation 
through cooking and baking. 
Starting last week, we encouraged 

people to share their photos and 
recipes with us. 
Here are our first submissions. 

Send others to editor@
thehighlander.ca.
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home of the highland

PROUD 
SUPPORTER OF YOUR 
HIGHLAND 

STORM

Minden
705.286.1270
800.254.7814 toll free

Haliburton
705.457.1732
800.457.1732 toll free

� oydhallinsurance.com

Con� dence is knowing someone has your back. On the ice or in life, you perform best when you know your
back is covered. The right team makes all the di� erence - let us take care of your insurance so you can achieve your 
goals. At Floyd Hall, our dedicated sta�  are on your team so you can watch or play the game we all love while having 
peace of mind; let us do the worrying. 

Confidence.

The Highland Storm 2019/20 
Joanne Sharpley’s Source for 
Sports and Dollo’s Foodland Rep 
Peewee team had a rocky start to 
their season.

Early on, the players were 
focused on individual success, 
however as the season progressed, 
they started to work together as 
a team supporting each other 
through both wins and losses. 

Our season’s highlight was 
attending the Muskoka Parry 
Sound tournament in Port 
Carling. 

The Peewees showed grit and 
determination and were successful 
in winning the B division 
championship. 

In playoffs, we faced the 
Durham Crusaders and 
unfortunately, we were 
unsuccessful in winning and this 
ended the season for the Peewees. 

I am proud of the players, it was 
a challenging year with few wins, 
however they continued to show 
up and work hard in practices. 

Thank you to the parents for 
their commitment and support 
throughout the season. 

Coach Reynolds

Coach’s message Rep Peewee

AUTO PARTS
Highway 35 Minden (across form Ridgewood Ford)  

705-286-1011

For every 
auto or marine battery
donated to CarQuest
We will donate $18

to Storm Minor Hockey

P R O U D  S P O N S O R Proudly serving Haliburton County since 1998
705.457.3744www.TheBetterWayToBuild.com

GO STORM!

HOME & COTTAGE
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Highlander classifi eds
OBITUARIES

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE GORDON 
A. MONK FUNERAL HOME LTD.

REGARDING THE STATE OF EMERGENCY 
CONCERNING THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK

We at the Gordon A. Monk Funeral Home Ltd. recognize 
the seriousness of the State of Emergency declared by 
the Ontario Government and the Ministry of Health. As 
of today, public gatherings, services & receptions at our 
facilities will be suspended until further notice. 

Our � rm is still operating to the best of our ability in order 
to provide service to our families in their time of need. We 
will discuss options and address any concerns with each 
family until the crisis is over. 

We are working diligently to keep the funeral home 
sanitized, so it will continue to be a healthy & safe 
environment for our families that are in need of our services. 

In order to comply with the mandate at present time, we ask 
that if you need our assistance and/or require our services, 
please feel free to contact us at the funeral home and make 
an appointment, either by telephone or email. 

We appreciate your understanding 
in this trying time. 

Sincerely, 

Kirsten L. Monk & 
Barry A. Cray

www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

127 Bobcaygeon Rd, P.O. BOX 427, ON K0M 1K0 
• Phone (705)286-2181 • Fax (705)286-6661 • Toll Free 1-888-588-5777 
• info@gordonmonkfuneralhome.com • www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

� e day you le�  we weren’t prepared
to say goodbye to you

But we struggled through, and accepted it
which is all that we could do

We think of you today,
but that is nothing new

We thought about you yesterday,
and days before that too

We think of you in silence
We o� en speak your name
All we have are memories,

and pictures in a frame
Your memory is a keepsake
from which we’ll never part

God has you in his arms
We have you in our hearts

Love you now and always,
Maxine, Lorne, Mary, Karen & families

Your memory is a keepsake
from which we’ll never part

God has you in his arms
We have you in our hearts

Love you now and always,Love you now and always,
Maxine, Lorne, Mary, Karen & families

OSWALD 
SNELL

SEPTEMBER 20, 1931 – APRIL 24, 2000
Fully Insured and 

Licensed for 
Scissor Lift/Skyjack

E mail: info@daggspainting.com

Roll off bins for home 
renovations, roofi ng, and clean ups.
We drop off, you fi ll, we haul away
CALL BRIAN 705-930-7198

COTTAGE COUNTRY BINS

We drop off, you fi ll, we haul away

COTTAGE COUNTRY BINS

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certi� ed Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1
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Deck installation & cleaning, plus painting 
& staining for your home or cottage. 

Quality & Reliability

705-455-2818
jpgdecks@bell.net

HOME & COTTAGE

WHAT’S 
COOKING?
We’ve noticed a lot of Highlanders 
are dealing with self-isolation through 
cooking and baking. Share your 
photos and recipes with us. Send to 
editor@thehighlander.ca

In Loving Memory of   

Marion Sedgwick
Anna Marion Sedgwick of Gelert died 
April 13, 2020, at the age of 90. Marion 
was a teacher, nurse, nursing teacher, 
missionary, United Church of Canada 
diaconal minister, world traveller and 
gardener. She was born in Gelert Aug. 
10, 1929, to John Barr and Mary (Allen) 

Sedgwick. She was predeceased by her brothers, Rowland Sedgwick (the 
late Edna) and the Rev. Wendell Sedgwick; her sister, Genevieve Payne; 
and her niece Joan Bertin. She is survived by brother-in-law Philip 
Payne and sister-in-law Lorna (Keay) Sedgwick. Marion is warmly 
remembered by her nieces and nephews Sonya (Sedgwick) Proctor (late 
Mike), Katherine Sedgwick (Raymond Brassard), Melanie Sedgwick, 
John Sedgwick, Kenneth Sedgwick, Megan Payne (Je�  Payne), Bruce 
Payne (Jennifer Ackert), Nancy Payne (Denis Grignon), Valerie Payne 
(Scott Iverson), and niece Joan’s husband Joe Bertin. Aunt Marion is 
also remembered fondly by great-nieces and great-nephews Nikita and 
Conor Payne, Esmé and Christian Iverson, Madeline and Sydney Payne, 
Yannick and Jonah Grignon, Nathan, Daniel, Emmet and Timothy 
Wisnicki, Sam and Tom Sedgwick, and Julia and Claire Sedgwick. 
Marion had friends all over the world.

Cremation has taken place; a memorial service will be held when we are 
able to gather once again for worship. If you would like to do something 
in Marion’s memory in the meantime, you could plant a tree or a patch of 
garden. Gi� s to honour her remarkable life may be made to the Mission 
and Service Fund of the United Church of 
Canada and can be arranged through the 
Gordon A. Monk Funeral Home Ltd., P.O. 
Box 427, Minden K0M 2K0

 

IN MEMORY

Room for rent in Minden. Parking, Satellite, WiFi 
and all expenses included. Also 2 commercial/
residential properties for rent in Minden, Call 
Joseph 705-306-0979

Furnished room for rent in large house, share 
kitchen, livingrm, diningrm. 5 mins. to Minden. 
$800 incl. Avail. Immed. Suits mature adult. 
References required. 1st and last. Dave 705-455-
2050 

FOR RENT

Wanted used rowing machine. Call John 705-
286-2798

WANTED
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Doyle Plumbing, Heating and Cooling is a full service 
Plumbing and HVAC business. We have expanded our 
service area to Haliburton County and we are in need 

of experienced Plumbers and HVAC technicians, 
with a strong background in residential service.

Ideal candidate will be neat and clean in appearance, 
good with customers and have a clean driver's abstract.

HVAC Tech
• Required: Gas fi tter 2 licence, 313D Licence, 

min 3 yrs experience
• Oil Licence, light commercial experience and 

boiler/hydronic experience are assets

PLUMBER
• Required: min 3 yrs experience

• Well and septic service experience a strong asset.

Full time, permanent, on call rotation required, 
company vehicle supplied. We offer a Great Salary, 

Bonus structure, Group Benefi ts, RRSP Match

Please email resume to: tracey@doyleplumbing.ca

Highlander classifi eds
HELP WANTED

CLEANERS needed Tuesday to 
Friday for residential and 
commercial properties. NO 
WEEKEND WORK.  Must have 
own vehicle. Call 
705-854-0436

HIRING? REACH READERS ACROSS HALIBURTON COUNTY

See What I Mean? by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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NO CHEATING! 
SOLUTIONS FOR APRIL 23

Here's how you can stay informed 
about local news and COVID-19 
without leaving your home:

1. Read or download the full 
edition of The Highlander FREE 
online at thehighlander.ca.

2. Sign-up to get The Highlander 
delivered at thehighlander.ca 
FREE every Thursday to your 
inbox, along with local information 
and announcements as they become 
available.

3. Follow us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/TheHighlanderOnline.

Stay in touch with 
The Highlander for

•  Updates on event cancellations
• Health Unit updates
•  Municipal and county information
• Local news as usual

You can also email us with 
information for the public, 
including closures, cancellations, 
store hours and announcements, 
etc. Send your email to 
admin@thehighlander.ca.

An important 
message for 
our readers

FIREWOOD
Cut, Hand Split, Delivered $350/single bush cord  

Multiple Cord Rates $325
Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

Call Brian 705-930-7198

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$325 per Bush Delivered

FIREWOOD

Dr. B. Mason
Chiropractor

3398 Gelert Rd., Minden, Ont.
705-286-4350

HEALTH & WELLNESS

 Probatius 
YOUR GUIDE THROUGH 
THE WORLD OF PROBATE 
CALL 705-286-0101

YOUR GUIDE THROUGH 
THE WORLD OF PROBATE 

WILLS & PROBATE
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No Harm, No Foul by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords

S
1

A
2

P
3

S
4

F
5

L
6

E
7

D
8

M
9

E
10

E
11

C
12

H
13

I
14

S O N I
15

T B E P
16

E T R O

S
17

H O O T
18

F R O M T
19

H E H I P

T
20

H R E E L
21

U I I
22

C E

A
23

R P E L D
24

A R N S
25

O
26

C K S

T
27

A O E
28

A
29

R L
30

A S S O

M
31

Y O B
32

R
33

E D
34

H
35

A
36

I R

S
37

H U C
38

K S O Y S T E R
39

S
40

R
41

U S S I A N D
42

A U B
43

O
44

F
45

A
46

R T T
47

O P
48

P
49

C B

N
50

U T S A B
51

O
52

U
53

T R
54

I
55

S K S

E
56

T O L
57

O P R
58

I C H E

F
59

U D G
60

E
61

T H E N
62

U M B E R S
63

O
64

R D E R E
65

N I D M
66

E E T

R
67

E S T S D
68

D A Y S
69

T D S

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONSPuzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.48)

8 4 2 9 1 3 7 6 5
5 6 3 8 7 4 1 9 2
1 7 9 2 5 6 3 4 8
3 5 6 7 2 1 4 8 9
2 8 1 4 6 9 5 3 7
4 9 7 5 3 8 6 2 1
6 3 8 1 9 5 2 7 4
9 2 5 3 4 7 8 1 6
7 1 4 6 8 2 9 5 3

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Mon Apr 13 14:33:53 2020 GMT. Enjoy!

23

27

31

44

50

56

59

64

705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

L
I
S
A

M E R C E R

Don’t keep 
   me a secret!

Broker

In the market to buy a home or 
cottage? Feel free to give me a call

See What I Mean? by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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Across

1 Response to "speak!"

4 ___II (Gillette razor)

8 Some latte teas

13 Fat feline of the funnies

15 Two-syllable poetic foot

17 White flower in a Pfeiffer film 

title

18 Very rare, before "million"

19 Slather atop, as sunscreen

21 Sugar ___ (gold digger's guy)

22 Miss terribly, with "for"

24 Clears one's conscience, in a way

26 The Mauna meaning "long"

27 Half qts.

28 "Of course you realize, this 

means ___" (Bugs Bunny)

29 "... we gotta go, ___ my-o"

30 Top-of-the-line

32 Fictional Marner

34 What a mammoth task may 

require

40 Make ___ for oneself (get known)

41 One who fixes a flat?

42 Spoon-bending Geller

45 Prefix with -gram or -phragm

46 Univ. dorm bosses

48 Peron played by Madonna

49 Patsy Cline-like star with the 

breakout hit "Blue"

52 "Up 'n ___, Sleepyhead!"

53 Hitchcock walk-on, notably

54 Unleash, as wrath

56 CBC's "The Fifth ___"

58 Bill Withers song represented 

five times in this grid

61 "Rah-rah" type

62 Bemoaned

63 Uncomfortable "necktie"

64 Deep subjects?

65 It's not kosher

Down

1 Reminiscer's word

2 "Too-Ra-Loo-Ra-Loo-___" (Irish 

lullaby)

3 Window opener's desire

4 The point of a fork

5 Black out, as private text

6 Old Olds models

7 Pre-cloud backup item

8 Corp. portfolio expert

9 Creates, as an artisan

10 Sit down to ___ (dine)

11 Footnote word, in full

12 It might come with a cherry on 

top

14 15-minute allotment, per Warhol

16 Disappoint a date-seeker

20 ___ town (recently arrived)

22 "Kubla Khan" river

23 What planks and crunches 

strengthen

25 Boxing Day event

27 Westminster wallet stuffers

31 Elton's record label, once

32 CRA remittance encl.

33 Research sch. in Vancouver

35 Fox shelter

36 Spammer's medium

37 Five, to fifty

38 Dream in French?

39 Streetcar

42 Worrywart's woe

43 "Just because" is a lousy one

44 "Me as well"

46 Make more distressed, as jeans

47 "Ain't that ___" (Cheap Trick)

50 Fifties "far out!"

51 ___ Yello (old soft drink brand)

52 Stratford, England's river

55 Some fuel suffixes

57 Browning's "before"

59 ___ culpa

60 Prov. capital N of Calgary
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Editorial opinion

 TheOutsider

By Will Jones

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cheryl Riley took this photo of an owl in her yard on Jan 22.

Winter weather bluesLast week, I thought my lovely wife might be going out of her mind. And, it had nothing to do with me. Honest.Well, it may have had a little to do with me but I am positive that you’ll side with me if she ever decides to make her grievance official.You see, I booked a vacation for all of us, my lovely wife, Little Z and me before you go assuming that I’m leaving the two of them behind in Haliburton while I jet off to the sun. Oh, no, I’m the sane one and skipping out on my lovely wife would bestow on me a fate worse than death if ever I dared return. Or so I thought until last week. And I say this because my lovely wife is grumpy, even a little annoyed, because I booked a week’s holiday for us all on the sun-drenched island of Aruba.Yes, she got that bottom lip stuck right 

out because we were going away. Can you believe it? She’s mad, I say, mad as a toque-wearing hatter.
Her reasoning, and she almost always has good reasoning (never argue with my lovely wife, you won’t win), is that it was snowing and it was going to snow for most of the next week. That’s this week, as in now, to you guys. So, if it is snowing lots please don’t tell her when we get back on Sunday. I have to admit that I didn’t really understand her ‘logic’ but when she stated: “I can’t believe we have to go away just when it’s really snowing a lot here,” being the ever-unwitting husband, replied: “Oh yes, snowing, of course, dear.” Now, I thought I’d responded perfectly, especially considering that I had obviously completely missed her point and also found it quite incredulous that she could 

moan about going away on holiday to the Caribbean in the middle of a Canadian winter.
Her scowl, however, told me that my answer had been less than satisfactory; probably due to my furrowed brow and rolling of the eyes.“Can’t you see, it’s perfect weather for skiing!” she snapped.‘Can’t you see it’s perfect weather for lying on a beach,’ I thought, or maybe mumbled. Either way, she read my mind, lips or some other part of my body that seemed to be disagreeing with her and I was slung headfirst into the dog house. As I looked out, from the kennel, the weather didn’t seem to be helping either. Big fat white flakes of snow began to fall and soon the backyard was carpeted in fluffy white. Then Little Z added to my 

misery by whooping it up on his toboggan and asking if he could go to the ski hill on the weekend.
“We can’t,” said my lovely wife, rather tersely. “Daddy is making us go on holiday.”That was last Friday.Thankfully, a few days in the sunshine, one or two mohitos and some serious grovelling on my part has turned around my lovely wife’s mood. She’s relaxed, tanned and happy now. But, we return on Sunday and I expect you all to keep quiet about the snow, even if it’s piled up to the window ledges. 

If you see my lovely wife, just smile, nod, and for Pete’s sake, don’t mention the holiday!

Dear editor,

Re. “Council says no to ranked ballots,” The Highlander, page 8, Thurs., Feb. 2, 2017I don’t think the Minden Hills council had much information to discuss this matter before rejecting it. One councillor claimed Australia uses the ranked ballot system and it can take months to formalize results. Can anyone imagine it would take that long counting the 5000 or less votes cast in 2014 in Minden Hills by whatever process?The amendment to the Municipal Act of 1996, which enabled consideration of ranked ballots, stipulates a process of public information by public meetings before enacting a bylaw on the subject but not for leaving things as they are.The national government fumbled the electoral reform process recently and abandoned it. The Ontario government, in 2007, proceeded with a referendum on the subject but fumbled the education process. 

I suppose the local governments might be forgiven at least for inattention.But consider this from Local Government in Canada, Seventh Edition, Tindall and Tindall, page 19. ‘A municipal government’s obligation to engage citizens in democratic governance is far more important than its obligation to manage the services delegated to it by the provincial government.’ Of course, the Tindalls are trying to assert that local government is of primary importance referring back to Earl Durham in 1840, page 27 in the book mentioned above, ‘municipal institutions of local self-government … are the foundation of Anglo-Saxon freedom and civilization.’  
We don’t believe that now. Turnouts for municipal elections are always lower than those for provincial and national elections. To echo a famous foreign politician, ‘Sad.’

Jim Milne
Haliburton

Not enough info to dismiss ranked ballots

Dear editor,

The environment weighs heavily on everyone’s mind, however, there are many things we have forgotten over the years of prosperity.
I can remember when we returned milk bottles, soda and beer bottles to the store. They would send them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled so the same bottles could be used over and over. In a manner of speaking, they really were recycled. 

Grocery stores bagged our groceries in brown paper bags that we reused for numerous things. Most memorable besides household garbage bags was the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our school books that were provided by the school. This was to ensure the books were not defaced by our scribblings and could be reused over and over. We walked to the grocery store where feasible, and didn’t climb into a 300 horsepower machine every time we had 

to go two blocks. We washed the baby’s diapers because we didn’t have the throw away kind filling our landfills. We dried our clothes on a line not in an energy-gobbling machine burning up 220 volts. Wind and solar power really did dry our clothes back in our early days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always brand new clothing. We had one TV or radio, in the house, not a TV in every room. The TV had a small screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not the 60” screen of today. In the kitchen we blended and stirred by hand because we didn’t have electric machines to do everything for us. We packaged a fragile item to send in the mail using wadded up old newspapers not styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. We didn’t fire up a gasoline powered lawnmower but used one that ran on human power and we exercised by working so we didn’t need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. We drank from a fountain when thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic 

The good old days weren’t so bad

bottle every time we had a drink of water. We didn’t need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest burger joint and yet with all this so called technology our younger generation can’t even make change without the cash register telling them how much. 

If this seems somewhat harsh I guess a reality check is what I have just outlined to embrace the fact the good old days weren’t so bad and (were) healthier.
Bev MacDuff
Gooderham
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Outsider

By Will 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cheryl Riley took this photo of an owl in her yard on Jan 22.

especially considering that I had obviously 

As I looked out, from the kennel, the weather didn’t seem to be helping either. Big fat white flakes of snow began to fall 

misery by whooping it up on his toboggan and asking if he could go to the ski hill on the 

“We can’t,” said my lovely wife, rather tersely. “Daddy is making us go on holiday.”That was last Friday.Thankfully, a few days in the sunshine, one or two mohitos and some serious grovelling on my part has turned around my lovely wife’s mood. She’s relaxed, tanned and happy now. But, we return on Sunday and I expect you all to keep quiet about the snow, even if it’s piled up to the window ledges. 
If you see my lovely wife, just smile, 

If this seems somewhat harsh I guess a reality check is what I have just outlined to embrace the fact the good old days weren’t so bad and (were) healthier.
Bev MacDuff
Gooderham
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By Will Jones

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cold comfort from fashion faux past

A unique sculpture adds some life to a tree in Haliburton. Photo by Alex Coop.

“If it’s one, two, then through, you’re 

good to go,” explains a friend of mine 

but I’m not so sure I’m going to take his 

advice.
You know the scenario. You’ve asked 

for some sound direction in whatever it 

is that you’re doing and someone steps 

forward with a knowing smile to offer 

you a tidbit of their long learned and 

extensively tested wisdom but when they 

have finished saying what they are saying 

you still are nowhere nearer to the answer 

than when they started.
It’s a bit like the time when I asked a 

school pal of mine whether I could wear 

moccasins, white socks and baggy pants 

with an elastic cuff around the ankle. His 

advice was long and rambling, it covered 

fashion history, sexuality and even a bit 

of geography. I have to admit to being 

swayed by some of what he’d said, too, 

and by the end I thought my choice of 

1980s style was cool as … and I went out 

to the local disco looking like the rejected 

offspring of a clown and an Indigenous 

person from a spaghetti western.

Oh, yes, you should have seen the war 

paint, sorry, make-up, it quite topped off 

my look.
That’s the point, I guess. I listened to 

this friend of mine back in high school 

and sort of took his advice, the bit that I 

understood, and where did it get me? I’m 

sorry, I can’t mention her name and it’s 

probably best because neither she nor I 

could admit to being proud of the entire 

debacle. 
But back to one, two and then through.

It seems that this is a tried and tested 

way of finding out if the ice is strong 

enough to withstand your weight when 

walking across a lake. If, when pounding 

your spud bar on the frozen surface of the 

lake (please, someone write in and tell me 

why it’s called a spud bar) it takes two 

hits before going through, you are OK to 

walk on the ice. Hmm, I have a couple of 

questions. How hard is one and two? And, 

who was it that tested out this theory to 

get a definitive answer?
It’s not that I don’t believe my friend. 

He is, after all, a big fellow, somewhat 

heavier than I am and the perfect person 

to follow out onto the frozen lake if you 

are at all worried that there may be thin 

ice ahead. However, the one, two and 

then through technique doesn’t really hit 

all the scientific buttons 
when I stop to query it 
as an indisputable 
fail-safe to falling 
in a hole of freezing 
cold water.

As such, I have taken to wearing baggy 

pants with ankle cuffs when I venture 

out onto the lake early in the ice fishing 

season. I stuff said pants with those 

foam packing peanuts (they can’t escape 

because of the handy cuffs at the ankles) 

and they make for excellent buoyancy 

aids in the event of falling though thin 

ice. 
I did forego the moccasins, though. For 

the life of me, I couldn’t finds a pair with 

cleats anywhere! 

Dear editor,

Ouch! If I was about to book a week’s 

vacation for my family in the Haliburton 

Highlands, I would be looking elsewhere 

after reading this paragraph in the 

Jan,12 Highlander regarding short-term 

rentals: 
“So, it’s time for Dysart and the other 

municipalities to do their homework, pick a 

solution that works for them and hopefully 

implement it before we are overrun with 

short-term renters once again this summer.” 

Really? Overrun? Synonyms are pestered, 

harassed, plagued, invaded by. Was that an 

appropriate word to use? Short-term renters 

are comparable to a mouse infestation?   

Short-term rental listings, through 

agencies and on international websites, 

market the Highlands and draw people 

here from around the world without costing 

Haliburton County a cent in advertising 

costs. Short-term rentals offer a unique 

accommodation experience. In parts of 

the Highlands where accommodations are 

limited, short-term rentals fill a void.

From a retailer point of view, short-term 

rentals bring good fortune and prosperity.

For cottagers trying to pay their municipal 

taxes, short-term rentals are a blessing.

The municipalities should take a 

favourable look at short-term rentals and 

solve any challenges that may jeopardize 

their existence before we ‘welcome’ short-

term renters to the Haliburton Highlands 

once again this summer. 

Mary Barker
Agnew’s General Store, Wilberforce and 

40 Winks Guest House, Airbnb host.

Reader doesn’t think we’re ‘overrun’ by tourists

Dear editor,

After reading the front page article in last 

week’s paper  (Jan. 12, 2017 Worries over 

cottages becoming ‘party pits’) I was very 

disappointed. The article was extremely 

one-sided. There have been many articles 

written from the point of view of the 

various cottage associations. The paper 

should try to do a better job of balancing 

these special interest groups with the 

businesses and people of Haliburton County 

who depend on these people to come here 

and spend money. The short-term rental 

crowd are some of the biggest spending 

tourists and we need every dollar we can 

get. Also not mentioned was the right of a 

cottage owner to do as they wish with their 

cottage. Many people rely on rental income 

to keep the family cottage in the family.  

Andy Rickard
Minden

Disappointed in coverage

Dear editor,

Much has been reported about high speed 

Internet. I thought hospitals and medical 

centres were to be connected with the 

highest speed. Who is their provider? Last 

Friday, I had a specialist appointment in the 

Haliburton Medical Centre. The specialist 

had come from Peterborough. His first 

words were “the system was down” so 

he couldn’t access my files. Fortunately, 

I had them with me. On other occasions 

at the Minden site I have had the same 

experience. Why is this happening? Why 

are they always “changing the system”? 

Why is the emergency department unable 

to access your tests from your family 

physician, even in the same building? 

Why is there not a connection between 

the hospitals, emergency departments, 

and medical centres for accessing tests? 

I always give my family doctor’s name 

expecting her to be notified of any 

appointments elsewhere. There should be 

a relationship with the health care system 

and your family physician. We, the patient, 

need to advocate for a better system of 

connectedness or what’s the point expensive 

high speed Internet.  Dr. Danielle Martin 

has written a book with excellent ideas on 

connectedness for patient care.

Lois Rigney
Canning Lake

Health care and the Internet Have an 
opinion?

Send your letters to 
editor@thehighlander.ca

(Word Count: 300 max)
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Highlander advisories
Subway Minden and Haliburton. Open 
for take-out/remote order from Monday – 
Friday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m., Saturday – Sunday 
9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Mill Pond Restaurant Open for take-out 
from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Check menu on 
Facebook or Instagram.
Haliburton Highlands Food and 
Beverage Showcase at Wintergreen on 
Father’s Day has been cancelled. Please 
send donations in support of fresh-water 
wells in India to Diane Dawson (cheques 
made out to H.A.V.E.).
The Pepper Mill Steak & Pasta House 
Open for take-out Wed – Sun 4 p.m. 
– 8 p.m. Call 705-489-1939. Menu at 
thepeppermill.ca.
Stoughton Electric Available for 
plumbing, electrical and septic work and 
emergencies. 705-447-2211 jason@
stoughtonseptic.ca
McFadden’s Meat Market Open
Soloway’s Outlet Delivers to homes 
with Purolator. 705-448-1007. 
streetmeattoronto.com
Glecoff’s Family Store Open Monday 
- Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Curb-side 
pick-up, delivery, or in-store with social 
distancing. 705-457-2715.
Wintergreen Maple Syrup and Pancake 
Barn Maple syrup and preserves 
available by appointment. 705-286-3202. 
wintergreenmapleproducts.com.
Highland Timber Mart Open Monday - 
Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday 8 a.m. - 3 
p.m. Sunday closed. Gooderham 705-457-
2012, Harcourt 705-448-2268.
Garbutt Disposal Still accepting 
construction waste. 705-286-1843.
Minden Animal Hospital Open Monday – 
Friday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Call 705-286-2919 
to pre-book your appointment.
Cordell Carpet Open for curb side pick-
up. Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. and 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Call 705-457-
2022 or email cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca
Paws at Killara Station Open for doggy 
day care and care with conditions. Call 
705-854-0055 or email info@killarastation.
com.
Fresh at Killara Station Pre-order your 
eggs and chicks. Call 705-854-0055 and 
pay online or honesty box.
Contact North Services available by 
phone, e-mail, text, Zoom and Facebook. 
Contact Robin 1-855-699-6330 or 
muskokahaliburton@contactnorth.ca.
John Fountain Electronics Open by 
appointment only. Call 705-286-2536.
Canadian Tire Closed for in-store 
shopping but other options available. 
Curbside pickup hours: Mon - Sat: 8 a.m. - 
6 p.m. Sun: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Phone orders: 
705-286-4400. Email orders: Mon - Fri: 
7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. joannec@cantire682.
com.
Neighbours Helping Neighbours 
Volunteer group picks up groceries or 
takeout food, provides a friendly call or 

email, or helps with urgent chores. Email 
Bonnieroe08@gmail.com or call 705-286-
2414.
Hyland Taxi Reduced hours. Sunday 
-Thursday 7 a.m. – 9 p.m. and Friday - 
Saturday 7 a.m. – 12 a.m. If transportation 
is needed outside hours, arrangements 
must be made the day before by calling 
705-457-1777.
County Automotive Open for repair only. 
Drop off only. Call 705-457-1411 or email 
countyautomotive@hotmail.com.
Minden Electric Emergency electrical 
calls only by telephone 705-286-2946 and 
by email to carla@mindenelectric.com. 
Hours 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Generator Solutions Temporarily 
closed to public but staff still available 
at monica@generatorsolutions.ca or 
telephone 705-286-1003 from 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Monday - Friday.
Bernstein’s General Store Not open to 
walk-ins. Call Marty at 705-457-1777 or 
email bernsteinsgeneralstore@gmail.com 
to order for curbside pick-up. FedEx drop 
offs available by appointment only 705-
457-1777. FedEx pickups – you will be 
called to arrange curbside pickup
Lockside Trading Company Free virtual 
interior design and online shopping at 
lockside.com. Open daily 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
at 1-888-0484 or by appointment, or email 
shop@lockside.com, 24/7.
Sunny Rock Bed and Breakfast closed 
until July 1. Taking reservations into the 
summer and beyond. 705-286-4922, 
sunnyrockbb.ca.
Sew What Free washable fabric 
facemasks for anyone who needs them. 
Call or text 705-457-8764. 
Edilicious Teamed up with Nourished to 
offer a falafel meal deal on Saturdays. 
Delivery available. Contact Nourished at 
705-775-0525 to order.
Step of Grace Conditioning Studio 
Open with on-line training. Call 705-457-
6749 or 416-707-1966.
SIRCH Free frozen take-out meals 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m. at 2 Victoria Street, Haliburton.
Abbey Gardens Open Wednesday to 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Follow on 
Facebook for updates on operations. 
Call 705-754-4769 or email  info@
abbeygardens.ca for free delivery.
McKee Security Open for business with 
enhanced protective tools for employees 
and public. Call 705-457-2156.
Northern HVAC. Open for business and 
fully operational within the HVAC spectrum 
with new regulations for public safety. 
northernhvacco.ca. 705-489-2001.
Transat Travel Working remotely and 
can access calls and emails.  pcc22ha@
transat.com or 705-457-3290.
Kegel Heating & Cooling Open for 
emergency services and installations. 705-
341-9170. kegelheatingandcooling.ca.
Masters Bookstore Closed to 

walk-in business. Place orders at 
mastersbookstore.ca, by phone 705-457-
2223, or by email mastersbook@bellnet.
ca. Pick-up/delivery will be arranged.
Royal Lepage Trillium Team Working 
from home and checking phone messages 
and emails regularly. trilliumteam.ca.
Haliburton Dance Academy Livestream 
classes. info@haliburtondanceacademy.
com.
Walkers Heating & Cooling Systems 
Open 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. for phone and 
email inquiries. No walk-in appointments. 
walkershvac.com. For 24/7 emergency 
service call 705-457-2375.
Minden Wine Store Closed.
Minden Subaru Open by appointment 
only. Service: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to 
Friday. Sales: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 705-
286-6126.
County Sign & Display Closed to walk-
in traffi c but continuing to produce and 
supply signage. countysign@interhop.net. 
705-286-6650.
Haliburton Legion Closed. Contact offi ce 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
705-457-2571.
Up River Trading Co. Closed.
Haliburton Auto Closed.
Tails and Trails Offer doggy daycare and 
pet sitting. Open with regular hours. Call 
(705) 935-8245 to fi nd out what measures 
they are taking to avoid human contact.
Highlands Medical Supplies In-store 
personal shopping no longer available. 
Available to take your orders by phone or 
email. Pre-paid orders can be delivered 
or via “Pick-Up Box”. Call 705-457-
9355 (Mon - Fri 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.), info@
highlandsmedicalsupplies.com. Weekend/
after hours: 705-455-2705 (urgent only.)
Hawk River Construction Open for 
business but closed to public. Payment, 
statements and invoices through email or 
mail. 
The Pregnancy Care & Family 
Support Centre Closed to face-
to-face client interactions. Staffed 
regular hours (Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Friday 12 
p.m. - 4 p.m.) and available by phone 
or text (705-457-4673) or email (hope@
haliburtonpregnancycentre.ca). If anyone 
(including non-clients) needs diapers, 
formula or baby clothing, contact them and 
arrangements will be made for pick-up.
Castle Antiques and Cafe Closed.
Stone 21 located at Pinestone No longer 
offering takeout.
The Cookhouse Restaurant – 
Haliburton Forest Only takeout. 
Order ahead by calling 705-754-1729. 
haliburtonforest.com/amenities/
South Algonquin Dinner Open for 
take-out daily from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Call 
705-448-1168. 
West G Pizza & Grill Open for take-out 
and delivery after 4 p.m. Call 705-754-
9141. 

Abbey Gardens Food Hub open for retail 
shopping and take-out food only. Pre-
orders welcome by calling 705-754-4769 
or abbeygardens.ca/shop-online/
AM/PM Outdoor Gourmet Special 
takeout menu. Open 6 days a 
week. Call 613-876-4639 or email 
amanda@ampmoutdoorgourmet.com. 
ampmoutdoorgourmet.square.site.
John E. Francis Fuels Offi ce closed but 
operating business as usual by phone or 
email. Invoices will be mailed or emailed, 
not delivered by drivers.
McKeck’s Open for take-out and online 
ordering. Mon-Sat from 12-7 p.m. Menu at 
mckecks.ca/menu. Call 705-457-3443.
Hudson Henderson Insurance Brokers 
Open for appointments not walk-ins from 
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Pet Valu Haliburton store operating with 
reduced hours Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 
5 p,m, and Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
WRD Cottage Rental Agency Open 
as usual but working remotely. Call 
705-457-9434 or email to fran@
ontariocottagerental.com.
Molly’s Bistro Bakery Open 7 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Wednesday - Sunday. Takeout or 
frozen carry-home cuisine. Call ahead for 
order. 705-268-6988.
Fleming CREW Employment Centre 
Providing service via phone and email. 
Offi ce at 49 Maple Ave closed to public. 
Call 705-457-2020 or email fl emingcrew@
fl emingcollege.ca.
Courtney @ Bruce’s Barbershop Closed 
until further notice.
Pine Grove Point 4445 Elephant Lake 
Road, Harcourt. Open Sun - Thurs 9 a.m. 
- 6 p.m., Fri - Sat 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. Variety 
Store open for essential needs and the 
Pizza & Snack Shack open for take-out 
orders.
Rails End Gallery and Arts Centre 
Closed. Posting images from current 
exhibition on Facebook.com/railsend.
Riverview Furniture Open with regular 
business hours via email or phone for 
furniture/fl ooring needs.
Lacey’s Hair Design Closed. All 
appointments will be postponed. To rebook 
call 705-457-9888. or click the Phorest link 
on Instagram page.
Baked and Battered Closed.
Nourished Offers healthy, delicious, fresh 
and frozen food options. Wed - Sat 11:30 
a.m. -3 p.m. for takeout/delivery. 705-306-
0526.
The Beer Store Minden and Haliburton 
locations will be closing at 7 on Fridays. 
No longer accepting empties.
Century 21 Granite Realty Group 
Available only through appointment. 
Call 705-457-2128 or email info@
century21granite.com.

COVID-19 LOCAL BUSINESS ADJUSTMENTS & CLOSURES

Contact admin@thehighlander.ca 
for a free listing (25 words max)



Vacant Lots

Custom built 3 bR, 3 bath waterfront 
home/cottage. With 25 acres, 225 ft 
of ftrg and Southern exposure. This 
private and peaceful property. open 
concept living with beautiful maple 
cabinetry. Cozy sunroom, gorgeous 
gazebo and stone patio with fi repit. 

2 BR guest cottage. Wheelchair 
accessible. $1,399,000

Spruce Lake

INCREDIBLE ESTATE PROPERTY!  
Ultimate privacy with 6.90  acres 
and 550 ft of clean clear shoreline. 
Granite walkways and patios. Over 

4000 sq ft of living space.  This 
custom built “True North” log home 
has recently had numerous quality 
upgrades. Too many to mention. 

You’ll appreciate them when you see 
them. 5 bdrms, 4 baths, full fi nished 
bsmt, Haliburton room, insulated 

triple garage with fi nished loft.  
$2,389,000

Kennisis Lake

Enjoy being close to nature in a 
quiet, private and peaceful setting. 
4 BR, 2 bath log home/cottage. 25 

acres of mature trees. Stunning open 
concept living. Engineered hard-

wood fl ooring, granite countertops 
and walk-out to covered wraparound 

deck. Heated workshop with loft. 
$999,000

Colbourne Lake

Low maintenance 4 season cottage. 
4 bdrm, 1 Bath. Open concept. Over-
sized dining area perfect for hosting. 

Large deck with glass railing. Lots 
of space for the whole family to stay. 

Additional living space in bunkie. 
Beautifully landscaped maintenance 

free property. Granite fl ower beds 
and stairway to water. Ample privacy 

and much more. $899,000.

Kennisis Lake

Looking for a yr-rnd home or a 
4-season cottage? Breathtaking 

3-bdrm, 2 bath home. Custom built 
kitchen w/ granite countertops, 
built-in appliances, lrg island & 
much more. 4 season sunroom. 

Ramps, paths & staircases suitable 
for all ages. 4 season bunkie & 

double car garage. Call LBO for all 
extra special details. $1,150,000.

Kennisis Lake

•  WEST LAKE $559,500 0.81AC

• DRAG LAKE $499,000. 7.24 AC

• OTTER LAKE $289,000 - 67.9AC 

• COLBORNE LAKE $289,000. 4.83AC

• CONTAU LAKE $165,000. 1.33AC

•HARBURN ROAD $99,000. 44+AC  

• IRONDALE RIVER $79,000. 3.22AC

• TRAPPERS TRAIL $49,900. 0.93AC

• DEEP BAY ROAD $49,000. 3.05AC

• TATTERSAL ROAD $37,000 1.03AC

• FRED JONES ROAD $34,500. 6.59AC

• TWIST LANE $27,900 0.43 AC

• FRED JONES ROAD $25,000. 0.38AC

It’s all about the lot!!  Enjoy 
the gorgeous sunsets from 
this west facing level lot.  
Amazing rock shoreline, 
deep water entry is great 
for the avid swimmers.  125 
ft frontage and year round 
road.  Looking for a fi xer 
upper this one is for you! 
3 bdrms 2 with balconies. 
3 product pellet stove 
and back up solar system. 
$569,000

Kennisis Lake

Stunning 4 BR, 4 bath turn key 
home/cottage. Large sunny level lot. 
100+ ft of private frtg and personal 
boat launch. Panoramic lake view. 
80 ft deck. High quality fi nishing’s. 
Many upgrades in fall of 2018. Dou-

ble attached garage and detached 
single garage with carport. Shows 
pride of ownership. $1,050,000

Grass Lake 

Off ering a million-dollar 
view and spectacular sun-
sets! Bright open concept 
custom built 3 BR, 3 bath 
home. Floor to ceiling 
windows providing stunning 
lake views. Finished lower 
level. Cozy 3 season cedar 
screened in porch. 56 ft of 
Houston docking. Water-
front enjoyment without 
waterfront taxes.  $558,000

Twelve Mile Lake

Looking for a quiet, calm 
and peaceful four season 
cottage or waterfront 
home? Look no further. 
This 3 BR, 3 bath immacu-
late cottage sits on a private 
lot. Large open concept 
living, excellent for hosting 
family gatherings. 125ft of 
frtg with stunning western 
views. $662,000

Wenona Lake

Looking for the perfect 
traditional cottage to call your 
own? This turnkey 3 bedroom, 
4 season cottage is on beautiful 
Miskwabi Lake. Open concept 
living space. Finished with pine 
walls and ceilings, gives the true 
cottage feel. Recently installed 
laminate fl ooring throughout, 
indoor sauna. This property has 
it all! Walk-out to wrap around 
deck. Bunkie for additional 
living space. $486,900

Miskwabi Lake

Great traditional family cottage! 
4 Bdrm, 1 bath cottage has open 
concept living space fi nished 
with laminate fl ooring and 
wood interior boasts cottage 
charm. Large lakefront deck. 
Enjoying the Southern expo-
sure. The list doesn’t stop there, 
sauna building at waters edge, 
large sitting deck and dock 
provides ample space the whole 
family will enjoy.  $379,000

Percy Lake

Choose to build your dream 
cottage on this stunning prop-
erty overlooking Long Lake or 
renovate the existing building 
which includes 2 BR and 1 full 
bath. Extensive 650’ of water 
frontage. Private seasonal ac-
cess and beautifully wooded 
54+/- acres provides ample 
privacy. Endless possibilities. 
$499,900

Long Lake

(705) 457-6508
contact@haliburtonrealestate.on.ca
www.haliburtonrealestate.on.ca

The Haliburton Real Estate Team

Connie Dykstra
CLIENT CARE ASSISTANT

Kim Barnhart
CLIENT CARE MANAGER 

Rosemarie Jung
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Karen Wood
BROKER 

Linda Baumgartner
BROKER OF RECORD

Nicole Baumgartner
BROKER

Meticulously cared for 3 BR, 
2 bath year round home/
cottage. Private lot perfect 
for children to play. 176 ft 
ftrg. Beautiful sandy beach, 
dock and full sun. Bright 
open concept living. Fully 
fi nished lower level. Enjoy 
the stunning views of nature. 
Detached single garage. A 
property that can be enjoyed 
all year. $619,000

Haliburton Lake

NEW PRICE!

Recently renovated 4 bdrm, 2 
bath home. Low traffic year-
round municipal maintained 
road. Beautifully treed level lot. 
Many recent upgrades include 
new roof, fully renovated 
bathrooms, luxury vinyl flooring 
throughout, blown-in insulation 
and much more. Bright open 
concept living space, spacious 
kitchen, large rooms and ample 
storage space. Finished lower lev-
el, large deck and heated attached 
double car garage. $399,999

Nesbitt Road - 

NEW LISTING

We found the perfect starter 
or retirement home for you! 
1.10-ac level lot surrounded by 
mature trees. Cozy 2-bdrm, 1 
bath home with open concept 
kitchen and living space. 
Kitchen is fi nished with Pine 
cabinetry and beautiful views of 
the backyard. In-fl oor radiant 
heat and recently installed vinyl 
fl ooring throughout. Attached 
oversized single insulated 
garage. $259,000.

Airport Road 

NEW LISTING

Every nature lovers dream! 3 
bdrm, 2 bath rustic log home 
perfectly situated on 92 acres. 
Deck around the front & side to 
enjoy your lovely yard, gardens 
& forest. Complete and utter 
privacy! Open concept kitch-
en-dining fi nished with wood 
cabinetry and grand wood 
cookstove. Large sunken living 
room with propane stove. Large 
3 bay garage. $559,500

Carroll Road 

NEW LISTING

To all who work each 
day to keep our 

communities strong 

Thank 
You

WE’RE HERE 
FOR YOU!




