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Roofer Gunter Franke claims he warned Haliburton Highlands Health Services about the need to replace the Highland Wood roof for years. Photo by Joseph Quigley.

By Joseph Quigley
Families of residents of Highland Wood 
in Haliburton are criticizing management 
of the long-term care home after an 
inspection found they failed to comply with 
maintenance regulations for the facility’s 
roof. 

The Ontario Ministry of Long-Term Care 
completed an inspection Feb. 27, finding 

five regulatory infractions.
The issues relate to the roof severely 

leaking in February 2019, forcing the 
evacuation of residents. The report said 
Highland Wood was not complying with 
protocols for emergency planning, cleaning, 
and routine and preventative maintenance.

Family council chair Trina West said the 
report helps illustrate the families’ belief 
that the roof collapse was preventable, 
contrary to assertions of Haliburton 

Highlands Health Services (HHHS). She 
added HHHS should have repaired the 
roof in 2017, at the same time the attached 
hospital roof was fixed.

“The result of this negligence was the 
traumatic and unnecessary experience 
of the displacement of residents in the 
home due to the extensive roof leak in 
February 2019, causing severe distress to 
residents, families and staff,” West said in 
a June 17 letter from the family council 

to HHHS administration. “There must be 
accountability.” 

HHHS president and CEO Carolyn 
Plummer said the organization had already 
identified some of the issues raised by the 
inspection and was addressing them through 
its action plan on Highland Wood released 
Feb. 21.

“The February inspection report will be 
helpful to identify strategies for continued 
improvement,” she said.

Highland Wood broke regulations, inspector says
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 YOUR HEARING IS IMPORTANT
STEP #1: Get your baseline Our testing is FREE

STEP #2: Is there a medical solution?

STEP #3: Will amplifi cation help? FREE 30 day trial

CALL 705-286-6001
Ask us about Starkey's award winning technology!

HILARY MORRIN
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

VIRTUAL TOURS • PAPERLESS TRANSACTIONS • CONTACTLESS CLOSINGS

YOUR TRUSTED REALTOR

63 WALLINGS ROAD 
WATERFRONT RENTAL $2600/MTH 

2410 N 6TH LINE, NORWOOD $1,198,000

1171 PRECIPICE ROAD $675,000

 www.bakedandbattered.com • 128 Highland Street, Haliburton
Cottage Bakery 705-457-BAKE • Fish Fry 705-457-2252

NEW MENU

HOURS 
TUE - SAT: 8 AM - 4: 00 

SUN - MON:  CLOSED

7 DAYS A WEEK 8 A.M. TO 7:30 P.M.

Pressed for time? 

BAKEDANDBATTERED.COM

ORDER ONLINE!

Patio open!

MAPLE SYRUP & PANCAKE BARN 
Winter Green 

The inside dining area will not be open this 
summer (no maple menu) but we will be 

opening for retail and BBQ take out, with social 
distancing. BBQ take out will be available 

curbside or for eating on the “patio” (pulled 
pork, turkey, roast beef, sausage on a bun, 
coleslaw, potato salad,maple beans, and 

desserts and drinks Frozen fruit pies, tourtiere, 
quiches, waffl es, pancakes, french toast, 

sausages available for an “at home” Wintergreen 
Breakfast. Call anytime for curb side pick up. 

Stay safe and take care of everyone....cheers, 
Family Dawson

(705-286-3202) 

OPEN JULY 4th - AUG. 30th

WEEKENDS ONLY
IN A DIFFERENT FORMAT THAN USUAL

Fire ban in effect
The County’s four lower-tier 
municipalities, on July 7, announced a 
county-wide total fire ban.

They said that due to high 
temperatures and an extreme 
fire hazard, the ban is effective 
immediately.

It applies to all outdoor burning and 
fireworks, including agricultural burns, 
flying lanterns, brush piles, container 
fires, open flames and charcoal 
burning appliances.

It further means:
•�All burn permits are suspended until 
further notice.

•� All fires must be extinguished. 
•� Fireworks are prohibited.
•� �Portable charcoal equipment (e.g., 

BBQs, Hibachis, etc.) cannot be 
used.

•� �CSA-approved propane or gas-
operated appliances (propane 
BBQs) may be used, following the 
manufactures guidelines.

•� �Outdoor fireplaces, fire rings and 
other outdoor fires shall not be lit at 
any time.

• ��There are no exceptions, including 
using fire for cooking or warmth.

•� �Burn barrels and incinerators 
shall not be used.
Violation of the fire ban may result in 

a fine and fees for the fire department 
for responding. 

Highlands East  
suspects get bail
Two suspects charged with possession 
of stolen property from Highlands East 
have been released on bail.

A 35-year-old-man, appeared in 
Belleville Court June 26 for a hearing 

on charges of possession of property 
obtained by crime, two counts of 
careless storage of a firearm, two 
counts of unauthorized possession 
of a firearm, four counts of failing 
to comply with a release order, four 
counts of breach of recognizance and 
possession of a controlled substance. 

The court released the man with 
conditions to live with a family 
member providing surety for him in 
Victoria, British Columbia, with a 
no-deposit bail of $5,000. 

He is next scheduled to appear at 
court in Bancroft Aug. 25. 

A 69-year-old-woman, was also 
charged with possession of property 
obtained by crime, two counts of 
careless storage of a firearm and two 
counts of unauthorized possession of 
a firearm.

She was released on bail June 25 and 
is scheduled to appear Aug. 11.

Police charge three 
for drug trafficking
Police arrested and charged three 
Haliburton residents with drug 
trafficking June 30.

In a press release, OPP said the 
Haliburton Highlands and City of 
Kawartha Lakes Community Street 
Crime Unit conducted a vehicle stop 
as part of a drug investigation. Police 
said they found the suspects in the 
vehicle had cocaine and fentanyl.

All three suspects face charges 
of possession for trafficking and 
possession of property obtained by 
crime. Two of the suspects are also 
charged with failing to comply with a 
probation order.

All were released on undertakings 
and are scheduled to appear in Minden  
court Sept. 2.

Two charged for  
animal offences
Two suspects have been charged with 
permitting animals to be in distress 
and failing to comply with standards 
of care.

A Minister of the Solicitor General 
spokesperson said the charges under 
the Provincial Animal Welfare 
Services Act were served July 2. 

The ministry said on Feb. 7 in 
Minden Hills, the individuals failed to 
protect two hound-type dogs and five 
puppies from harmful temperatures 
and the elements.

Also, on Feb. 13 in Minden Hills, the 
spokesperson said the suspects failed 
to provide adequate and appropriate 
water. The suspects also face a charge 
for failing to comply with an order.

Two City of Kawartha Lakes 
residents are scheduled to appear at 
court in Minden Oct. 13. 

(News briefs compiled by Joseph 
Quigley and Lisa Gervais)

News briefs

Two people have been charged after 
a February investigation into a Minden 
property with chained dogs. File photo.
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blake@remaxminden.com

C. Blake O’Byrne
Sales Representative

705.935.0011 blake@remaxminden.com

Make 
a Wise 
Choice.

• Over 2000 sq.ft all on one level
• Level 2 acre lot zoned mixed residential/commercial

• Numerous recent upgrades - doors and windows
• Perfect location, great access and private as well. 

IDEAL WORK AND LIVE - $249,000

• Custom built 2 + 2 bedroom. Approximatley 2500 sq. ft. of 
comfortable living

• Stellar kitchen - open, updated, catherdral ceilings & skylights

• Fully fi nished lower level with walkout. Ideal for in-law suite
• Lots of out buildings for toys and storage 

4.75 ACRES, PERFECT & PRIVATE $539,000

PROFESSIONALS NORTH INC.
BROKERAGE Independently Owned and Operated

• Newer charming 2 bedroom
• Terrifi c pine trim accents throughout

• Open concept with cathedral ceiling
• Full deeded access to Maple Lake

MAPLE LAKE - DEEDED ACCESS $299,000

• Charming 3 bedroom bungalow
• Lots and lots of upgrades - easy to maintain. 

• Private, peaceful deck and wonderful landscaped 
gardens

• In the heart of Minden - walk to everything!

MINDEN IN-TOWN $269,000
NEW

NEW

NEW

Jamie Morton
Associate Financial Advisor

Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
1-41 Maple Avenue | Haliburton

O: 705-457-5199 | C: 705-571-6946
Jamie_Morton@cooperators.ca

HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE • INVESTMENTS •  GROUP

By Lisa Gervais 
Short-term rentals are on the agenda when 
Algonquin Highlands staff and council meet 
for a special council meeting July 10.

Mayor Carol Moffat said during the 
mayor’s report on CanoeFM July 2 that 
it will be an E-meeting as they have been 
doing for several weeks. 

She emphasized it’s not a public input 
session.

“This is simply a meeting where council 
will get our feet wet. We’ll receive a staff 
report. We’ll find out what other folks are 
doing.”

Moffatt conceded it is a contentious topic. 
“Short-term rentals are a really important 

aspect of our community and our economy. 
They’re problematic as well. So, we need to 
find a balance there.”

Moffatt added, “we’ll make sure there’s 
plenty of notice for the public input process 
going forward.”

She encouraged anyone who wants to 
watch the proceedings to check out the 
township website or the mayor’s Facebook 
page for a link.

Office reopening
As of last week, the Algonquin Township 
office is open. 

Moffatt said as staff transition back, there 
are protocols in place for the public.

“It’s to keep public and staff safe, of 
course,” she said.

Moffatt reiterated they’re doing visits by 

appointment only for now. People have to 
call ahead and book an appointment with 
the staff person they want to see. It’s also 
“BYOM,” or bring your own mask.

Moffatt said staff are eager to get back to 
work but also have trepidation as it’s still “a 
worrisome time.”

“There is no such thing as business as 
usual, which I think we all know. But we 
are encouraging folks to continue doing 
their business with staff by phone and 
slowly getting back to an 8:30-4:30 routine 
with staff in the office. So, we’ll see how 
that goes.”

Square at landfills  
working well
Moffatt said the new digital payment 
system installed at the Maple Lake landfill 
is working out well.

The township put the touchless pay system 
in place a couple of weeks ago, which is 
allowing them to collect construction and 
demolition waste, and things such as tires 
and electronics after a long COIVD-19 
related ban.

Those items can be taken Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday of each week.

“The first couple of weeks went really, 
really well so we’re really glad about that,” 
the mayor said.

(Algonquin Highlands news compiled by 
Lisa Gervais)

Algonquin Highlands wades 
into short-term rental waters

The township office has reopened. File.
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Pictured: 236ml Gel Hand Sanitizer
70% Liquid Hand & Surface Sanitizer 1L
KN95 Masks and blue surgical masks in 10pk or 50 pk

+WE CARRY 

POOL 
SUPPLIES!

RDS
QUALITY CLEANING SUPPLIES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 9 A.M. - 4 P.M.

705-340-3718
449 KENT ST. W. LINDSAY
BY THE NEW LCBO STORE

VISIT US FOR YOUR

Tel 705-455-6355 
offi ce@lebolaw.ca

123 Maple Avenue, Haliburton 

LEBOLAW

Bram Lebo LL.B MBA
Barrister & Solicitor

•  Please call ahead. We can likely serve you 

without meeting in person.

• Remote videoconferencing available.

• No need to leave home or come into town.

Our office remains open during 
regular business hours.

By Lisa Gervais
Minden Hills taxpayers are now able to 
take other materials to two waste disposal 
sites, after being restricted to just household 
garbage and recyclables for months.

Council voted July 2 to allow exact 
change payments of cash immediately and 
a digital payment system in the very near 
future.

Just two weeks earlier, they voted against 
going entirely cashless with a Square 
system at Scotch Line and Ingoldsby.

Director of public works, Travis Wilson, 
thanked staff for bringing the item back to a 
special meeting.

“Staff were eager to get a form of payment 
for Scotch Line and Ingoldsby sites and 
hope the changes proposed in this report 
can receive the support of a majority of 
council,” he said.

Wilson explained, “if you come in with $5 
for garbage (if you are over the bag limit) 
and only have a $10 bill, we have to accept 
a $10 bill, or perhaps a digital payment.”

The system, designed to limit contact 
between the public and landfill staff during 
COVID-19 would be in place to Oct. 31, 
and then reviewed.

Coun. Bob Carter asked when the changes 
could be implemented. Wilson said the cash 
option could be done almost immediately 
but it could take two to three weeks from 
July 2 to get the digital payment system up 
and running.  

Coun. Jean Neville wanted cash payments 

to be accepted as soon as possible.
“There is going to be a lineup at (Highway 

35) with just the people I know who have 
been after me about this construction 
waste,” she said. “I’ve had people that have 
taken pickup trucks there twice and had to 
go home and unload them because they’ve 
been turned away. There’re people that have 
drywall disintegrating into their yards that 
they’re trying to get rid of, trailers that are 
full to overflowing and we have to start this 
like today. I have people constantly, every 
day, at me about this. I’m losing sleep over 
it so we can’t wait any longer.”

Wilson said no other municipality is 
accepting cash payments, and “in terms 
of getting things started, staff would have 
liked to have this in place two weeks ago, 
however we’re back at this again today,”

CAO Lorrie Blanchard expressed some 
reservations. 

For example, she said council had to 
consider scenarios such as, “someone 
comes up and they say ‘I’ve got a $20 
bill and I wanted to bring an extra bag of 
garbage with me’, which is $2 and we’re 
not going to give them $18 back and the 
person says, ‘you know what? I was going 
to buy a bag of milk with that.” She said 
she was also seeking a legal opinion as the 
township could also be dealing with its fees 
and charges bylaw. She noted the discussion 
also was cross-organizational, such as the 
handling of money at the administration 
office when reopened.

Mayor Brent Devolin asked if they 
couldn’t just proceed unless a reason came 
up that they could not. 

Coun. Ron Nesbitt agreed, saying he’d 
had numerous calls from people about 
when the township will accept other items. 
He said he’d also had calls about illegal 
dumping. 

Coun. Neville added, “We’re infracting 
ourselves on the clean and clear bylaw with 
people’s yards.”

Coun. Carter said the township shouldn’t 
“confound” the issue but just stick to 

landfills for now. “As long as you put it 
out there … (that people) need correct 
change, then so be it. Just do it and get this 
going. The decision we make today is not 
necessarily the decision six weeks from 
now. See what the issues are, refine as we 
go along. Be logical about this and get it 
going.”

Coun. Pam Sayne said there would be 
lineups and proper staffing must be in place 
to manage traffic so people can get in and 
out as quickly as possible.

Minden Hills landfills opening doors wider

The Township of Minden Hills is expanding what materials it is taking at Scotch Line and 
Ingoldsby landfill sites. Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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WEDNESDAY - JULY 1st  - 5 P.M. - 9 P.M. 
THURSDAY - SUNDAY  12 P.M. - 9 P.M. 

RESERVATIONS ONLY • 705-489-4449
Takeout and delivery also available at 

WWW.RHUBARBHALI.COM

STARTING JULY 7th TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY 5 P.M. - 9 P.M. 
THURSDAY - SUNDAY 12 P.M. - 9 P.M.  

Gloria Carnochan 
For service you can trust call 705-754-1932  
• www.kennisisredstone.com  
• kennisisoffi ce@gmail.com

Each office is independently owned and operated. Not intended to solicit 
properties current listed for sale or buyers under contract.

•  3 season 2 bdrm cottage, level lot, open 
concept

• Wood Stove, no septic and running water
•  Cottage sits close to the lake, spectacular 

views
•  Beautiful for your dream cottage, easy 

access

STARTER COTTAGE-LITTLE REDSTONE

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

 •   3 Bd / Ensuite+4 Pce Bath, Lg Octangular 
LT/DR

 •   Open Kit/DR, Lots Of Windows, Carpet, 
Spacious

 •  Wrap Deck, Deck At Water, Deep Entry, 
N W Exp

•  Sand mid summer, Spectacular view, 
turn key

NORTH WESTERN KENNISIS LK

$425,000

$749,000

•  101 feet of waterfront, 
with NE exp

•  Small cove on the left side of property
•  Gorgeous Canadian Shield 

& Mature Trees
•  Building site has already been cleared!

DESIRABLE KENNISIS LAKE LOT
$399,000

By Lisa Gervais
It’s believed an oily rag may have ignited 
some wood at the Scotch Line landfill, 
resulting in a July 2 fire that spread to 
3,000-square-feet.

Minden Hills fire chief Nelson Johnson 
said the fire was reported to them about 7 
p.m. and they left the scene about 9:30 p.m. 
last Thursday.

Johnson said the fire was in the 
construction and demolition, or C&D, pile, 
mostly containing wood. 

Johnson said they initially responded with 
one fire truck and three members of the 
department. However, they were unable to 
get through the gate. Although they had a 
key, the lock would not open. They had to 
remove the gate. He said once they got in, 
they quickly established their water supply 
with another 11 firefighters arriving on 
scene. He said the Dysart fire department 
was called in to help. He said in addition to 
water, they used some foam. 

Johnson said they utilized a portable 
monitor so they could throw a lot of water 
at the fire fast, from a distance. They then 
used an excavator to check for hot spots. 
While he didn’t specifically know the 
cause, he suspects a chemical reaction of 
some sort in the heat.

Director of public works, Travis Wilson 
said C&D waste can sometimes cause a 
fire, especially with the very hot and dry 
conditions the township has experienced. 

“Typically, what happens is somehow 

an oily rag finds its way into somebody’s 
load of C&D. They tip it at the landfill 
into another large pile of C&D. It is near 
impossible to spot one oily rag in hundreds 
of cubic meters of C&D,” Wilson said. 

“With the rag buried in the pile, they 
can spontaneously combust, which can go 
on for days or weeks. Once it has burnt 
off enough product for ample amounts of 
oxygen, it will then turn into a fire,” he 
said.

He said, luckily they had their excavator 

on site and the operator was able to assist 
the fire department by moving the materials 
around. 

“Our fire chief determined that the fire 
had started near the center of the pile, so the 
above theory matches what was seen on the 
ground through his investigation,” Wilson 
said. 

Wilson added that to give the public a 
further idea of how long it had likely been 
smouldering within the pile, the landfill 
was closed July 1 and they only had three 

visitors who hauled in C&D on July 2, so 
it could have been smouldering for at least 
two full days. 

Wilson said approximately 345 cubic 
metres of C&D waste was burnt.  

He said as per their Environmental 
Compliance Approval, they notified the 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks.

Wilson credited Johnson and his team 
for doing “a great job getting on site and 
extinguishing the fire.”

Crews knock down fire at Scotch Line landfill

A fire broke out at the Scotch Line landfill July 2. File photo.
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By Joseph Quigley

Time to fix long-term care 
In March, a Ministry of Long-Term Care 
inspection report was released concerning 
the Highland Wood roof failure, and the 
subsequent evacuation of residents in 2019.

At the time, The Highlander wrote a story 
that was quickly overshadowed by the onset 
of COVID-19.

Not only was the Haliburton Highlands 
Health Services (HHHS) preoccupied with 
the pandemic, but so was The Highlander 
and its readers. It wasn’t time to expand on 
the story and publish a more in-depth piece.

However, with the report, and other 
investigations, including interviewing two 
roofers who alleged a history of known 
problems with the roof, the paper continued 
to work on the story knowing that one day 
the timing would be better. 

With HHHS having a solid handle on 
COVID and Highland Wood families 
wanting a comprehensive story told, we 
decided this was a better time.

After all, there is much to be learned from 
- and improved upon - from the Highland 
Wood roof failure, just as there is much to 
be learned about, and fixed, with the plight 
of long-term care homes during COVID-19.

We have learned that the roof saga was 
littered with errors. The report cited a lack 
of emergency planning, communication, 
staff support, maintenance and funding. 
Some families, staff and management of 

HHHS have now all attested to how ruinous 
it was and how many problems the system 
has.

With the onset of COVID-19, LTC homes 
across the province have gone through 
unexpected, bizarre emergencies. HHHS 
has passed the COVID test in its two LTC 
homes with flying colours. It has done a 
much better job of crisis management. We 
think part of the reason is they have learned 
from the roof shortcomings. 

Other homes have faltered during COVID, 
unequipped to handle such an emergency, 
and thereby exposing more horrific 
underlying problems with LTC.

We can no longer accept the status quo. 
HHHS and the province must draw from 
Highland Wood and all other examples to 
fix what is broken.

We picked up the roof story again in 
late May, taking the necessary time to put 
everything together.

Much of the information in today’s 
Highlander, such as the inspection report 
and the accounts of the roofers, is new.

We wanted to ensure all the information 
we had was presented in one central story 
that can easily be referred to as the province 
prepares an independent commission to 
review LTC. We need to highlight stories 
like these - not to criticize HHHS during a 
pandemic - but to help ensure nothing gets 

missed when the 
province hopefully 
overhauls LTC.

To some readers, 
Highland Wood’s 
roof situation may 
pale in comparison 
to what the 
military found in 
other Ontario LTC homes. But we can’t 
ignore it. It’s part of a bigger picture. The 
commission must consider and learn from 
it.

Nor can we let the province off the hook. 
It is ridiculous that HHHS could only 

get grant funding to repair its Haliburton 
hospital roof in 2017, but not the attached 
LTC home, when they were the same 
building. Not only would this likely have 
prevented the tragedy two years later, but 
it seems inefficient not to get it all done 
at once. The province was non-committal 
when we asked about it, but we hope to 
see it addressed after the commission gets 
underway.

As our population ages, we need a 
robust LTC home system to handle it. It 
will be difficult and costly, but necessary. 
Sometimes, it takes a crisis to make us 
realize change is needed. We must ensure 
our leaders see this so the system can be 
fixed.

Submitted by EH!  
president Susan Hay
A famous economist once said, “only a 
crisis can produce real change.” Well, 
we’ve certainly got the crisis. More than 
one, actually. Unfortunately, the bigger 
crisis of climate change isn’t getting the 
attention it deserves. 

A just recovery from this COVID crisis 
depends on acting not only to recover from 
the current pandemic, but also acting on 
climate change, preserving biodiversity and 
confronting social and racial injustice. We 
can’t have one without the others.

One of the major factors in the cause of 
the current pandemic is ongoing devastation 
of natural ecosystems, especially of forested 
lands. We’ve also seen that when we fail to 
provide adequate housing and safe working 
conditions for our temporary and low wage 
workers, we risk not only their health, 
but everyone’s, while simultaneously 
compromising our food supply.

So, how is it then that governments around 
the world are rolling back environmental 
protection, bailing out fossil fuel companies 
and passing new trade agreements that 
support industry that will further damage 
our climate? 

On July 1, a trade agreement between 
the United States, Mexico and Canada 
known as the USMCA replaced the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). According to author Martha 
Pskowski of desmogblog.com, “this new 
trade agreement provides loopholes for 
oil, gas and mining companies to operate 

across borders and paves the way for U.S. 
companies to export even more fracked gas 
into Mexico.

“The deal won’t lead to measures that will 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions,” said 
Gustavo Ampugnani, the executive director 
of Greenpeace, Mexico. “On the contrary, it 
will accelerate the burning of fossil fuels.”

These are examples of what is known 
as “disaster capitalism,” a phrase made 
popular by author, Naomi Klein. Other 
examples of disaster capitalism are 
privatization of public property, (think long-
term care homes), arbitrary elimination of 
laws (think environmental protection) and 
slashing democratically-chosen programs 
that help ordinary citizens (think slashing 
funding of public health units).

In our own country, at the beginning of 
the COVID crisis, both Premier Kenney 
and Premier Ford introduced sweeping 
measures to weaken environmental 
reporting, more far-reaching and potentially 
riskier than what is unfolding in the United 
States. Fortunately, due in part to public 
outcry, these protective measures have 
recently been reinstated.

In order to meet the Paris Climate Accord, 
urgent action needs to be taken, yet our 
emissions continue to rise. Our COVID 
crisis could be the portal through which 
our world can re-emerge as a safer, kinder, 
cleaner place.  

We have chosen Haliburton as our home, 
surely wanting to protect our natural 
environment. We need a strong economy, 
but one that doesn’t negatively impact what 

drew us here in the first place.
Economist Kate Raworth has developed 

an economic model that makes sense for 
our turbulent times. It’s called “Doughnut 
Economics.” It is an economic system 
that meets the needs of all within the 
means of the planet. This model is a visual 
framework for sustainable development 
that combines the concept of planetary 
boundaries with the concept of social 
boundaries. 

In this model, an economy is considered 
prosperous when all social foundations 
are met without overshooting any of the 
ecological ceilings. Amsterdam and Costa 
Rica are currently using this model to 
recreate their economic paradigms.

We also have to think about resilience, 
as we become increasingly aware of our 
weakened food supply chain. As Pierre 
Ducasse, communications officer, author 
and consultant said in a recent Trent 
University virtual presentation, “there can 
be no sovereignty without food autonomy.” 
In other words, we need to be producing 
more of our own food.

Mike Perry, Lindsay lawyer and social 
justice advocate says, “historically, 
pandemics are a time to reimagine, and I 
am inspired by all the people who’ve been 
saying they don’t want to go back to the 
old market system. Some say there is no 
alternative. I say, nonsense. There are lots 
of ways we can do better.”

Do we have the courage and imagination 
to create the change that our world so badly 
needs?

Environment Haliburton!

Correction: The photo accompanying the story “New vantage point for Minden business” (July 2, page 15) was incorrectly captioned. The correct 
caption from left to right: Tara O’Sullivan, RMT; Jacqueline Ziorjen, owner, RMT, certified reflexologist; Alana Coty, osteopathic manual practitioner; 
Sue Bowe, hypnotherapist, leadership alchemist (life coach). Absent is Howie Owens, naturopath, acupuncturist.” The Highlander regrets the error.
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Questioning health  
unit statistics
Dear editor,
I am writing this letter regarding the posted 
rate of COVID-19 on the HKPR district 
health unit website in the Haliburton area 
versus the true rate locally. 

The posted rate is obtained from Health 
Card data (address), so no cottagers that 
have/have had COVID-19 are included in 
the stats. 

Those that test positive are recorded in 
their home town area only as the Health 
Card states. 

As such, our friends and neighbours and 
local businesses have no idea how many 
people really have or have had the virus in 
our area. 

I believe it is definitely more than the 
number noted on the HKPR health unit 
website.

Also, although our businesses are doing 
a good job (I go into a minimal number 
of stores), I do notice more people not 
social distancing, with no masks, not using 
sanitizer, many people from one family/
group per store, etc. 

I would like to see all employees 
(instructed by the owners) using gentle 
verbal reminders to those not following 
protocol.

I realize the businesses need summer 
revenue, but residents can’t afford it if it 
means local health suffers.

Lynda Williams 
Haliburton

The right data
Dear editor,
Detailed information is critical in order 
to effectively deal with this coronavirus 
pandemic. But, what is it that makes one 
person asymptomatic, another have mild or 
severe reaction and someone else a fatality? 

What should we know about the medical 
history and biological aspects of those who 
have encountered this disease? For good 
contact tracing are we gathering enough 
information from those who have been 
infected with the coronavirus? What privacy 
concerns will be raised about gathering 
needed information?

When someone tests positive for COVID-
19, the name and contact information is 
needed in order to conduct proper contact 
tracing. Postal code data regarding the 
residence and workplace of an infected 
person are required in order to identify any 
hot spots.

 Information on means of travel (public, 
private or hired) will also help to identify 
contagion situations. But name, phone 
number and email address are not needed 
after contact tracing on that individual is 
concluded. While retaining some location 
information, any personal information must 
be deleted and destroyed when the initial 
contact tracing of an infected person has 
been completed.

However, contact tracing is very different 
from understanding and combating the 

disease. Serious consideration could be 
given to gathering biological information 
(including DNA) from those who have 
succumbed to COVID-19 and those who 
were hospitalized (including what level of 
medical care received). That information 
need not contain any personal markers. 
Any medical/biological/demographic 
information must be stored in a separate 
database – to be destroyed after the 
pandemic is over.

Information is vital when understanding 
and fighting this disease. As long as 
necessary data is strictly stored and 
destroyed (when no longer needed) then 
privacy concerns can and should be 
properly handled and we will be better 
equipped to deal with the pandemic - now 
and until an effective vaccine is developed.

Dennis Choptiany 
Markham/Koshlong Lake

Speaking out on gun ban
Dear editor,
What I did on Canada Day was different 
this year. I sent an email to Liberal PM 
Justin Trudeau’s parliamentary address. It 
read as follows:

Dear Sir.
I am a polite and good Canadian.
I respect the law and people.
Yet, you have demonized and scapegoated 

me with a gun ban that is contrary to the 
facts of safe and responsible Canadian gun 
ownership.

I have served in capacities that you 
would probably cower from, while you 
hypocritically go around paradoxically 
protected with an armed escort.

You have lied saying words to the effect 
that the guns you have banned are designed 
to kill the most people in the shortest period 
of time. This is factually and technically 
a blatant lie in the case of many of the 
firearms.

You have conflated a rapid fire military 
M16 with a light duty civilian AR 15 that 
many wouldn’t even use to hunt a deer due 
to its limited lethality.

You did it undemocratically ... no real 
opportunity for debate; ignoring petitions, 
based on falsehoods, and during a 
pandemic.

It is Canada Day and you have made me 
ashamed to be Canadian.

Sean J Muldoon  
Haliburton County

Bring back the  
port-o-potties
Dear editor,
This is a letter to the editor which shouldn’t 
have had to be written, but it seems some of 
the human population is so disgusting and 
revolting that it needs to be said.

When the COVID-19 outbreak started a 
few long months ago, the port-o-potties, 
johnny-on-the-spot, or whatever you prefer 

to call them, were removed from some 
parks. The one I am referring to in this 
letter is/was in the Tory Hill Park, which is 
at the intersection of Hwy118 and 503. 

Since its removal, people have been using 
the parking lot, the area around where the 
port-o-potty used to be and part of the 
rail trail to relieve themselves which is 
completely inexcusable. These areas are 
littered with human feces, toilet paper, 
wipes etc. and in case there is any doubt 
that it is human waste soiling the park, I 
know of no other species who uses toilet 
paper to wipe their backside. 

Even before all this heat and humidity the 
stench hung in the air and you had to watch 
where you walked to avoid the toilet paper 
and piles of you know what. Now with the 
extremely hot and humid conditions, this 
park is no longer an enjoyable place to 
go walking along the trail, nor is it a safe 
place.

I contacted the Municipality of Highlands 
East July 6, and informed them of this 
situation. They quickly returned my call, 
sent someone to the park to investigate and 
have assured me that a port-o-potty will be 
re-installed. Thank you, Highlands East for 
your prompt attention.   

Deborah Wisniewski 
Tory Hill

Allergic to fireworks
Dear editor, 
Like many of my fellow citizens, I have 
been preoccupied with trying to avoid a 
COVID-19 infection. My age dictates that 
I am in a high-risk category and underlying 
medical conditions move me up a notch or 
two on the risk scale.

For a number of years, I have known 
that I had a very bad allergy problem. As 
an example, if I was near any fireworks, I 
would feel unwell. I had no idea why this 
happened.

In 2018, I was experiencing real problems 
and a decision was made to do more 
detailed testing of me to see if the problem 
could be identified. This testing produced 
three bad results and two as likely being 
indicators of a problem. I was stunned at 
the findings. 

In discussion with the specialist, I was told 
that there were no magic pills or creams 
that would make the problems go away. 
In January 2019, I suffered a massive 
allergic reaction from medication that 
was administered to me following major 
surgery. The reaction triggered swelling that 
crushed my intestines. It took 10 days for 
that to subside.

The element Cobalt I now know is 
one of my biggest problems. Your body 
requires it to live and it is used extensively 
in everyday life. Beer drinkers may be 
interested to know that it was found to be 
great at removing foam from beer. It is 
now banned as a de-foaming agent as beer 
drinkers in Quebec suffered severe cardiac 
problems when cobalt was used for this 
purpose.

Cobalt is used in fireworks. It is what 

provides the vivid colours that so fascinate 
us all. It is also what makes me unwell. 

In Eagle Lake, there is extensive use 
of fireworks. I would like people to take 
note of what I have said and voluntarily 
abstain from igniting fireworks within one-
kilometre of the intersection of Haliburton 
Lake Road and Eagle Lake Road. This 
would mean no more launching from Eagle 
Lake Beach and the Municipality of Dysart 
controlling what transpire on their property.

As I grapple with the reality of my 
problems, there have been moments of 
humour. It has been suggested that with my 
allergy problems living in a nudist colony in 
a desert might be better for my health than 
staying in Eagle Lake.

Peter McLuskey 
Eagle Lake

Let’s hope girls benefit 
from arena, too
Dear editor,
New arena. I’m from Toronto and have 
no say in your local issues, but I was 
wondering how much time will be allotted 
to women and girls for their sporting 
activities. 

Being a grandmother of a sporty 11-year-
old granddaughter makes me aware of these 
concerns. It has also meant that I watch 
sports pages to see if girls’ teams are well 
represented and photographed, especially 
for high schools. 

Since everyone is working so hard to 
get this arena built, let’s hope everyone 
benefits.

Also, I’m really enjoying the cottage 
mystery. What a great idea. I’m keeping 
them so that others may enjoy them too. 
The cottage politics is very amusing. 
Enough said. 

Beverley Lane 
Toronto

LETTERS PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Wendy Bolt captured this image of a goose 
with her trail cam on Mountain Lake.
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NEWEST
DEALER
IN THE
AREA

By Joseph Quigley
The County of Haliburton is once again 
dealing with an unexpected flock of vandals 
damaging municipal address signs.

Director of Public Works Craig Douglas 
reported about the problem of Blue Jays 
defacing 911 signs at the June 24 council 
meeting. The issue spiked around 2014, 
when the birds damaged hundreds of signs, 
prompting the County to install plastic 
coverings to prevent further damage. 
Douglas said the issue is being felt hard 
again this year, with about 400-500 signs 
being defaced. The expected replacement 
cost is $7,500.

To address it, Douglas proposed replacing 
the signs in bulk at the County’s expense, 
with plastic coverings added once again. 
Council approved the expenditure.

“We were hoping it was a one-time issue,” 
Douglas said. “It’s a health and safety issue 
and we want to get on it right away.” 

Douglas said the plastic coverings cost 
about $15 per sign. Staff had tried to chase 
individual homeowners to help cover 
replacements in the past, Douglas said, but 
found it not worthwhile.

“We were chasing money, going on a long 
time and making these single trips out to 
who knows where to replace one sign,” 
Douglas said.

Douglas said the issue has persisted over 
the years, with up to 35 signs annually 
replaced, but this year has been the worst 
one since 2014. 

CTV Barrie reported the County replaced 
16,000 signs in 2014, costing about 
$23,000.

Ornithologist offers 
answers
Emeritus professor of Wildlife Biology at 
McGill University David Bird said this 
is not a situation he has heard of before, 
but he is “almost 100 per cent certain” the 
birds are attacking the signs for calcium 
carbonate, used in paint and coatings. He 
said it is a nutrient Blue Jays use to produce 
eggs. 

He said there are accounts of them 
pecking at the paint on the sides of houses 
or railings for the same reason.

“The birds are deriving a nutritional 
benefit from eating the calcium carbonate 
in the paint,” Bird said, adding they may 
ingest it immediately or stow it away.

He said other possible explanations for 
birds pecking at artificial surfaces – such 
as defending territory or even reminding 
humans of empty feeders – do not make 
sense in this scenario.

Bird said the behaviour may have spread 
within the County because of how Jays 
observe each other.

“Birds are very visual creatures and they 
watch each other all the time,” he said. 
“These kinds of behaviours get copied by 
other birds. Because they say ‘hey, that guy 
must be getting something good off that 

sign,’ and next thing you know, it’s part of 
the population.” 

“Douglas said in smaller numbers, they 
have found other road signs damaged as 
well. He said they have found reports of 
similar issues in the Parry Sound area 
and Cook County in Minnesota, but not 
amongst Haliburton’s neighbours.

 Bird said the spike this year may have 
something to do with changes in natural 

conditions, causing jays to have a harder 
time finding egg-making nutrients in 
the environment. Those conditions may 
be local-specific, which may be also be 
why other places do not experience the 
problem, Bird said. The remote landscape 
of Haliburton may also mean the jays do 
not spread the behaviour farther out to 
neighbouring areas, he said.”

Jays’ taste for signs leaves County feeling blue

The County of Haliburton is once again grappling with Blue Jays damaging municipal 
address signs. Photo via Flikr.
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By Joseph Quigley
SIRCH, Rotaract and Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters are partnering to put technology in 
the hands of people in need to help connect 
the community.

The three groups began “A Caring 
Connection” July 5, an eight-week program 
to collect used technology, clear them of 
data and update them, then provide them to 
people. A Rotaract member will be paired 
up with each person receiving a device to 
ensure they know how to use it.

Rotaract Haliburton Highlands president 
and project coordinator Rebecca Anderson 
said providing this technology is important 
given the separations caused by COVID-
19. She cited some of the vulnerable 
populations being hit hardest by the 
pandemic – isolated seniors, women in 
dangerous living situations without phone 
access and children in families without 
enough devices.

“There is a lack of connection in our 
community and it’s felt by the most 
vulnerable in our community,” Anderson 
said. “How are you expected to do 
schoolwork without a computer? How are 
you going to call 911 without a phone? 
How are you going to feel included in the 

community when you can’t even connect 
with your community?”  

The groups will collect the devices, 
including phones, laptops and desktop 
computers that can still work. They aim to 
gather 500.

SIRCH executive director Gena 
Robertson said it is great to see a youth-led 
organization such as Rotaract partnering 
and taking this on. 

“I haven’t witnessed a great deal of 
youth volunteerism, so to me this is 
really exciting,” Robertson said. “Stay in 
Haliburton County … and participate in the 
social services in the County.”

Anderson said it is valuable for Rotaract, 
which launched in February but was 
curtailed by the pandemic.  

“It shows how serious we are when 
it comes to serving our community,” 
Anderson said. “It’s a really great 
opportunity for us to get out there.”

Anyone looking to donate devices can call 
SIRCH at 705-457-1742 to arrange drop-off 
or pick-up. Anyone interested in being part 
of this program or learning more about it 
can contact Rebecca_anderson@sirch.on.ca. 

“I can’t wait to see the generosity of our 
community,” Anderson said. “I’m really 
excited to see this project go.”

Gathering devices to 
show they care

SIRCH food security coordinator Emma Wood (left) and connectivity project coordinator 
Rebecca Anderson hold devices being gathered for a new community service initiative. 
Photo submitted.
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The February 2020 inspection was critical 
of several of Highland Wood’s policies. For 
one, it found HHHS “failed to ensure there 
were schedules and procedures in place 
for routine and preventative maintenance 
related to the roofing system and flooring 
material.” There were also no schedules 
for preventive inspection and there was 
no documentation of any spot checks, 
inspections and follow-up by maintenance 
staff in 2018.

“HHHS was conducting maintenance 
work and procedures regularly,” Plummer 
said in reply. “But is taking steps to 
improve documentation measures.”

The report also noted “three minor and 
short-lived ceiling leaks identified in June, 
July and October 2018.” The report said no 
contractor had inspected or made repairs 
to the roof in 2018, other than to provide 
quotes. 

An inspection conducted by an 
engineering firm in May 2017 for the 
Haliburton hospital and Highland Wood 
roof identified several issues and suggested 
replacement between 2018 and 2021. 

The report also found cleaning issues 
stemming from the roof leaks. A de-icing 
agent began leaking during the roof’s 
failure, causing white stains on carpets and 
baseboards. The stains are recurring but 
should diminish over time, the report said. 
However, the inspector found the HHHS 
manager of environmental services was 
not aware of persisting stains and had not 
developed a schedule to continually remove 
them.

The report also found HHHS failed to 
ensure its emergency plans were reviewed 
and tested as much as regulated. The plans 
in place during the roof’s failure did not 
properly address communications and 
specific staff responsibilities. HHHS also 
failed in conducting a planned evacuation at 
least once in three years, as required.

Families press HHHS  
on preventability
HHHS has been under fire for the roof’s 
failure for more than a year. Residents were 
evacuated to other long-term care homes 
until an already-planned roof replacement 
for the spring could be finished. But there 
were difficulties, with some residents 

getting moved as far as Lindsay and 
Peterborough. 

HHHS has relied on the word of a 
preliminary report from its insurer’s roof 
inspector, Michael Flynn of Michael 
Flynn and Associates Ltd., a Barrie-based 
forensic-engineering company specializing 
in disaster mitigation. Flynn said the 
“failure of the roof occurred suddenly 
without warning.”

“There were no ongoing signs of water 
infiltration or roof leaks, there are no signs 
of early failure,” Flynn wrote. “I want to 
assure you, this event occurred very early 
on within the service life of the roof and 
occurred without the normal signs of early 
failure. No one within your facility is at 
fault and certainly should not be blamed for 
this unfortunate incident.”

Flynn’s office declined a request for 
comment.

Plummer said the extreme weather 
fluctuations and freeze-thaw cycles created 
a gap in the roof flashing and a frost crack, 
allowing more water to leak. The weather 
created a problem beyond the surface of 
the roof HHHS had planned to address, she 
said. The incident also prompted HHHS 
to adjust the specs of its spring roof work 
to address the flashing. Plummer said they 
also retrofitted the flashing at Hyland Crest, 
a long-term care home in Minden, because 
of the incident. 

Extreme weather damaging roofs was 
a documented issue in 2019. CBC News 
reported about a spike in insurance claims 
about roof damage that winter due to the 
weather. 

In an email to HHHS, Flynn also said 
he would “attempt to determine the cause 
(of the failure) once I can substantiate the 
conditions in which the former and current 
roof were installed.” 

But Plummer said no further details 
or information about causes were ever 
provided to HHHS by its insurer or Flynn.

Families said they’d raised alarm about 
the roof not getting repaired in September 
2017, the same time the Haliburton 
Hospital roof was replaced. HHHS received 
provincial grant funding to repair the 
hospital roof, but that did not extend to 
long-term care homes. However, HHHS 
made plans that year to replace roofs at both 
Hyland Crest and Highland Wood. 

But West said splitting the hospital and 
Highland Wood roofs was nonsensical. 

“It is the same building, so you cannot 

acknowledge the need to replace one 
side, then deny having knowledge of any 
problems with the roof and neglect to 
replace the other,” West said.

Plummer said it was unfortunate HHHS 
could not secure the funding for the 
Highland Wood roof to address it ahead of 
the planned timeframe. But she maintained 
the early failure of the roof occurred 
suddenly and without warning.

The ministry did not directly address a 
question posed by The Highlander about 
criticism regarding the lack of infrastructure 
funding for long-term care.

HHHS also conducted an internal 
investigation in the wake of the roof failure 
and found no “evidence of any earlier 
reports of problematic leaks or challenges,” 
according to HHHS vice president of 

support service and chief financial officer 
Kathy Newton in June 2019.

HHHS has acknowledged errors in its 
communication and emergency planning, 
through the release of a lessons learned 
and draft action plan Feb. 21. The report 
describes scathing feedback HHHS received 
from families in the wake of the roof 
failure. It also highlighted how there were 
members of staff and management who 
believed HHHS should have addressed the 
roof sooner and its failure was avoidable.

“It was preventable and it’s disgusting it 
was allowed to happen,” the general staff 
feedback section said. “Played Russian 
roulette and lost.”

“(Surprised) that the roof was not dealt 
with sooner,” the report said about general 
management feedback. “The previous 

HHHS: failure ‘occurred suddenly without warning’
Continued from page 1

The province is placing long-term care homes under 
scrutiny after COVID-19 outbreaks, deaths, and military 
reports of neglect at several privately-run homes. They 
are launching an independent commission to identify 
systematic issues. 

There have been no such reports for HHHS homes and 
no COVID-19 cases in them.  

Plummer said HHHS welcomes the commission.
“As has been seen through the COVID-19 pandemic, 

there is a need for more investments in the Long-
Term Care sector in terms of infrastructure, staffing, 
equipment and training,” Plummer said. “HHHS hopes 
to see these issues raised through the course of the 

independent commission’s work.”
Plummer said the pandemic has resulted in hospitals 

assisting long-term care homes across the province. It 
is a model HHHS has used for years, with its integrated 
buildings and programs. Plummer said it would be good 
if the province could provide funding in a way that 
reflected that integration.

“It would be of great value for integrated organizations 
such as ourselves if we were able to operate from a 
seamless or single funding pool so that resources could 
be unified across all programs and facilities,” Plummer 
said. “We will actively seek opportunities to share our 
experiences and provide input to support positive change 

for the Long-Term Care sector.”
Blazina said the forthcoming commission will address 

issues and uncover how COVID-19 impacted long-term 
care.

“This independent, transparent commission will get to 
the bottom of this crisis and enable us to take quick and 
decisive action to address the pressing issues facing our 
long-term care homes. Ontarians deserve answers, and 
they will get them,” she said. “Details including terms 
of reference, membership, leadership of the commission 
and reporting timelines, will be announced in the coming 
weeks.” (Joseph Quigley)

COVID-19 puts long-term care homes under scrutiny
Continued to page 11

Timeline by Joseph Quigley.

HIGHLAND WOOD TIMELINE

Engineering report finds deficiencies with the Highland 
Wood and Hyland Crest roofs. Recommends 

replacement between 2018-21. HHHS plans for that.

Haliburton Hospital section of roof, attached to Highland 
Wood, redone with grant funding. Funding specific to 

hospitals, not approved for Highland Wood.

Hyland Crest roof is replaced.

May 
2017

Sept 
2017

Sept. 
2018

Highland Wood roof fails due to ice buildup, causing 
severe leaks. Residents evacuate.Feb. 

2019

Residents return to Highland Wood after 
roof replaced over spring. June 

2019

HHHS gathers feedback about Highland Wood response. 
Some families, staff and management are critical.Dec. 

2019

HHHS releases draft action plan to address its 
failures responding to Highland Wood. Feb. 

2020

Ministry releases inspection report on Highland 
Wood, finds HHHS failed to meet several regulations.March

2020
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Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK  
Send your photos to editor@thehighlander.ca

WWW.MYLAKESIDE.CA     |      9 PARK STREET, HALIBURTON      |     (705) 457-2851 

ONLINE 

We are online and in our community to serve 
you still... 

Join our Sunday Morning Services 10:00am at 
www.mylakeside.ca or Facebook 

Volunteer with us preparing meals, delivering 
groceries, and assisting local support agencies 
by contacting admin@mylakeside.ca 

Financial assistance available for counseling,  
groceries, medicine, and emergency  
expenses. Don’t let a lack of funds stop you 
from finding the help you need. 

“Zoom” online social and support gatherings 
for young families, singles, and empty-nesters. 
Contact admin@mylakeside.ca to connect 

“Do not withhold good from 
those to whom it is due, 
when it is in your power to 
do it.”  
  Proverbs 3:27 

ONLINE 

We are online and in our community to serve you still... 

Join our Sunday Morning Services 
10:00am at www.mylakeside.ca or 
on Facebook. 

Volunteer with us preparing meals, 
delivering groceries, and assisting 
local support agencies by contact-
ing admin@mylakeside.ca 

Financial assistance available for 
counseling,  groceries, medicine, 
and emergency expenses.  

 

WWW.MYLAKESIDE.CA 
9 PARK STREET 
(705) 457-2851 

ADMIN@MYLAKESIDE.CA 

Louie� 

CAR CARE & DETAIL CENTRE

Exterior Wash 
Vacuum Armoral Wax$49

Complete Interior Shampoo 
Engine Shampoo + Polish +Seal$149

Rustproofing$89
Complete Boat 

Detailing FOR ONLY$199

705-455-3691
LOCATED AT STAN’S GARAGE

 
Meeting Agenda to include 

Auditor’s Report, Election of Directors, Appointment 
of Auditor, Election of Directors

 
Due to the limitations on public gatherings mandated 
by the government of Ontario as a result of the 
COVID-19 global pandemic, this meeting will be held 
as a virtual meeting via ZOOM. In order to participate, 
members of the public who wish to attend will 
require an invitation which will provide information 
on how to participate.
 
For further information or to request an invitation, 
please contact:
 
Linda Kay
O�  ce Coordinator, SIRCH Community Services
Phone: 705-457-1742
Email:  info@sirch.on.ca

TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2020, 4:30 P.M.

Bus: 705-341-9170
Fax: 705-489-4522
kegelheatingandcooling@hotmail.com

• Geothermal 
• Furnaces 
• Fireplaces 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Air Conditioning 
• Hrv’s  
• Radiant Floor Heating 
• Chimneys 
• Ductwork 
• Radiant Tube Heaters
• Gas Piping 
• Boilers
• AND MORE!

Tim Kegel

director of maintenance publicly said 
the roof was a ‘ticking time bomb.’ 
Surprised that there was no funding 
supplied.”

Plummer told The Highlander in 
February, after the report’s release, she 
had never heard those words from the 
previous director of maintenance and 
could not tell if it was accurate. The 
Highlander was unable to find any 
other record of the comment being 
made.

The action plan lays out actions 
HHHS would take in the short, mid 
and long-term to address the feedback, 
including improving emergency 
plans, a communication strategy 
and implementing an infrastructure 
renewal plan.

But Plummer said increased 
workloads due to COVID-19 had 
delayed progress. 

However, she added that the 
Highland Wood incident has informed 
efforts to improve communications 
about COVID-19 with staff, families, 
residents and the public. That has 
included regular messages, a hotline 
for staff and long-term care families, 
question and answer documents for 
staff and a community-based website 
with resources.

“We will continue to maintain 
and improve upon this more robust 
communication approach, and remain 
open to feedback,” Plummer said. 

History of issues
Haliburton Roofing Ltd. owner Gunter 
Franke had done maintenance on the 
roofs of Highland Wood and Hyland 
Crest since they opened in 2000, up 
until HHHS discontinued use of his 
services in April 2018.  Franke alleged 
his dismissal was over a dispute with 
a new maintenance director after 

he refused to do work in inclement 
weather. Plummer said Franke did 
refuse to work, but added it did not 
impact future consideration of him as 
a contractor. 

Franke alleged the roofs had issues 

for years and should have been redone 
well before scheduled. Franke said he 
was regularly called to repair leaks 
at Highland Wood. As the years went 
by, Franke said he grew concerned 
about the state of the roof. He alleged 
he informed the former director of 
facilities and projects Peter Fearrey 
about the need to replace it, giving 
warnings since 2014/15.

“As the years got on, the worse the 
roof got, the harder it was to find the 
leaks,” Franke said. “Every time it got 
harder, I told … the maintenance guys 
it’s time. The roofs are shot.”

Mike Wilson owns Northland 
Coverings, another Haliburton roofing 
company. He said he was called to 
examine the roof for issues twice with 
Fearrey at least two years ago. After 
checking, he said he did not want to 
do any quotes on it.

“They just wanted patch work and 
it needed a full replacement like the 
hospital roof,” Wilson said. “All I 
can say is that it was years before the 

(Highland Wood) evacuation that they 
knew of the problems.”

He added he was called specifically 
to address leaks. 

“They showed me where it was 
leaking on the inside,” Wilson said. “I 
just said the roof is past its life.”

HHHS picked Hyland Crest for 
roof work first in 2018 due to leak 
problems there, according to Newton. 
They planned to work on Highland 
Wood subsequently. 

As far as HHHS knew, there was no 
need to push the schedule up or have 
work at the two facilities done at the 
same time, Newton said. 

“There wasn’t an active leak in 
Highland Wood. It wasn’t in failure. 
We were still a year ahead of the 
proactive plan,” she said. “There 
was nothing telling us, giving us any 
reason to be concerned.”

In response to the roofers’ accounts, 
Plummer again quoted from Flynn’s 
report about the roof and that the 
incident was unpredictable and 
occurred suddenly and without 
warning.

“HHHS does not believe there 
is reasonable basis to question the 
inspector’s conclusions,” she said.

Cindy Franke, Gunter’s partner, said 
the situation reflects poorly on them as 
they maintained the roof for years. She 
further said she disagrees with how 
HHHS has portrayed the situation.

“They’re making it sound like this 
was all of a sudden,” she said. “That’s 
not how it happens.”

West said ultimately, the Highland 
Wood roof evacuation caused a great 
deal of hardship and damage for the 
people involved.

“The mental damage, psychological 
damage is the biggie here in this. The 
psychological damage done to the 
residents and the families,” she said. 
“Nothing like this should ever happen 
to vulnerable people like this.”

Continued from page 10

As the years got on, the 
worse the roof got, the 
harder it was to find 
the leaks. Every time it 
got harder, I told … the 
maintenance guys it’s 
time. The roofs are shot

Gunter Franke 
Roofer
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Highlander health

KEEPING YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY

SAFE THROUGH
UNCERTAIN TIMES

               
           • Curbside pickup
        • Online ordering                

     • Forgot Meds at Home? 
   We can help, ask about 
easy Rx transfers

      

We Offer:

Dorset Village Pharmacy
        1103 Main Street, South of the bridge
    705-766-1911  |  www.pharmasave.com

       Open Monday – Friday: 8:30am – 5:30pm
  Open Saturdays (May – Oct): 9am – 4pm

DORSET'S NEW COMMUNITY PHARMACY

By Lisa Gervais
The Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge 
District Health Unit will not confirm 
whether there have been more than 10 
positive cases of COVID-19 - among non-
permanent residents - in Haliburton County.

The Highlander asked the health unit if 
it was possible there had been more cases 
of COVID-19 in the community, and more 
positive tests at the assessment centre in 
Haliburton, but that those testing positive 
are being statistically attributed to the health 
unit of their permanent residence.

Dr. Lynn Noseworthy said the health unit 
maintains that based on the information 
they have received to date, the health 
unit can confirm 10 people who live in 
Haliburton County have tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

She confirmed, however, that when a 
positive COVID-19 test result comes 
back, the findings are reported to health 
authorities in the region where the 
individual lives.

She said people can get tested for COVID-
19 anywhere in Ontario, regardless of 
where they live in the province. 

“The appropriate health unit/health 
department will then do follow-up contact 
with the person who tested positive for 
COVID-19. This includes directing the 
person to self-isolate, not go out, monitor 
symptoms and take further precautions 
to limit the spread of coronavirus,” Dr. 
Noseworthy said.

She added that details are also 

obtained about every place that individual 
visited or persons they were in contact with 
during their infectious period. She said 
health units are in daily contact with these 
individuals to monitor and ensure they are 
following directions for the required period 
of time.

In these situations, Dr. Noseworthy said 
health unit/health department staff will also 
reach out to other people who may have 
been in close contact with the person who 

tested positive for COVID-19. 
She said these ‘close contacts’ will be 

given direction by health unit staff on 
what to do, including self-monitoring for 
symptoms, self-isolating or taking other 
preventive actions. If the contacts develop 
symptoms, arrangements are made for them 
to be tested for COVID-19 as well.

“The bottom line is that regardless 
of where a person lives or is tested for 
COVID-19 in Ontario, the provincial case 

and contact management system is very 
methodical, comprehensive and thorough,” 
Dr. Noseworthy said. 

Members of the public reached out to The 
Highlander last week. They alleged there 
had been more than 10 positive COVID 
test results in the County but they had 
been attributed to other areas. They felt it 
resulted in misleading information and a 
reduction in the perceived risk and gravity 
of COVID-19 locally.

Health unit COVID reporting comes under scrutiny

Positive COVID-19 tests are being assigned to home health units. File photo.
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Mercruiser 4.5L 200 
hp, Tonneau and Bow 
cover, Bimini Top, Snap 
in Matting, Tilt steering, 
Stereo

RINKER QX 18 IO

“COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE, COMMITTED TO YOU”

3613 County Road 121 Kinmount 
705-488-2811 | walstenmarine.com

info@walstenmarine.com

Yamaha F150, SPS triple 
toon, ski bar, bow fi ller 
seat, hydraulic steering, 
black out package, 
docking lights. 

2019 BENNINGTON 22 SCWX

$219Bi Weekly
10% down, 240 month 
amortization, OAC

TRUSTED 
SALES SERVICE 

PARTS & 
STORAGE

FAMILY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED 

SINCE 1972!

Yamaha F90 HP, Trailer, 
Tonneau and Bow cover, 
Ski Bar, Tilt Steering, 
Stereo, Snap In carpet, 
Coloured gel sides

LARSON LX 160 2019

MSRP $42,895
NOW ONLY 
$33,995+tax

30 Hp Yamaha fourstroke, 
trailer, 2 fi shing seats, 
livewell, rod storage, spare 
tire

ALUMACRAFT 145 ESCAPE

THE BIGGEST

EVENT
SUMMER SALE

MSRP $47,800
NOW ONLY 
$39,995+tax

$78Bi Weekly
10% down, 180 month 
amortization, OAC
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By Lisa Gervais
More Haliburton County residents will be 
able to access virtual mental health support 
during COVID-19 after the Haliburton 
Highlands Health Services Foundation 
secured some outside funding.

In her bi-weekly update on local response 
to the pandemic, HHHS CEO and president, 
Carolyn Plummer said the Foundation is 
the recipient of first-round funding from 
the United Way City of Kawartha Lakes - 
Emergency Community Support Fund.

“This funding will be used by HHHS and 
community partners to enhance access to 
virtual mental health services for vulnerable 
members of our community, so that more 
people can benefit from these important 
supports,“ Plummer said. 

Plummer said she wanted to remind the 
public about services available to support 
mental health during the pandemic.

“As news of COVID-19 continues to 
circulate, it is natural to experience periods 
of stress, anxiety, fear, sadness, frustration, 
helplessness, isolation, difficulty sleeping or 
concentration, or physical symptoms such 
as increased heart rate, upset stomach, or 
low energy,” Plummer said.

She said many service providers have 
introduced virtual access to mental health 
supports, including counselling and 
treatment. 

For a list of local service providers 
and their contact information, visit 

haliburtoncares.ca or call the HHHS – 
Community Support Services Response 
Team by phone 705-457-2941 or by text 
at 705-457-0016 (Monday to Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.), or by email at 
infocc@hhhs.ca anytime. 

Other online mental health supports 
include the Wellness Together Canada 
portal from the Government of Canada, 
which provides tools and resources for 
mental health and substance use supports 
(wellnesstogether.ca), and Big White Wall, 
an online peer-to-peer support community 
for mental health (bigwhitewall.ca). 

Plummer said health care workers can 
also access a set of mental health supports 
and resources from CAMH (camh.ca/
covid19HCW), as well as the Health Care 
Worker Assist service from Ontario Shores 
to provide virtual care for those workers 
who may be at risk of developing increased 
symptoms of anxiety and depression. 
Health care workers can access this service 
by visiting ontarioshores.ca/hcwassist. 

Masks to be compulsory 
at businesses
Area businesses will have to have a policy 
in place that requires people to wear a 
non-medical mask or face covering before 
entering their commercial establishment. 

The Haliburton Kawartha Pine Ridge 
District Health Unit said on July 7 that the 

requirement will come into effect at 12:01 
a.m. July 13, 2020. 

The use of masks will be required while 

the provincial Emergency Order remains in 
force or until such time that the Ministry of 
Health lifts the requirement.

Highlander health

The focus is on mental healthduring the pandemic this week. File photo.

PATIO NOW 

OPEN 

AL

GONQUIN

H A R C O U R T
COOKHOUSE

3907 Loop Road • Hwy 648 , Harcourt 
705-448-8868

DAily  
11am-9pm

Follow Us!

1012 Garden Gate Drive, Haliburton, ON
(705) 754-4769 • www.abbeygardens.ca

SUMMER 
PROGRAMS

DAY
@ Fun Outdoor 

Programs!  
Must sign up for 

all 4 days!

LIL’ BUDS DISCOVERY PROGRAM
Ages 5 & 6 • Cost $55/day 

July 14-17 & August 18-21 • 9am –12pm

OUTDOOR KIDS DISCOVERY PROGRAM
Ages 7-10 • Cost $55/day

July 28-31 & August 4-7 • 12pm–4pm

TAKING THE REINS PROGRAM
Ages 11-14 • Cost $65/day

August 11-14 • 12pm–4pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER,  
call Irene at (705) 754-4769 or email irene@abbeygardens.ca

HHHS ups mental health services during pandemic
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Highlander sports

For more information:
705-457-4700

www.haliburtonchamber.com

Haliburton Highlands
ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

DEAR 
MEMBERS

We are 
#StrongerTogether

Wednesdays are 
#TakeOutWednesdays. 

Post your takeout on 
social media for your 

networks to see! 

Haliburton Highlands
ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

We want to tell 
our members’

COVID 
stories. 

Do you have a fantastic 
business story you would 

like to tell?

How are you shifting 
your operations?

How are you 
encouraging consumer 

con�idence?

How are you sourcing 
and using PPE?

Tell us! 

Our of�ice is currently 
closed to the public.

The Executive Director 
can be reached at 

705 854 0593
-or-

jennifer@
haliburtonchamber.com

By Lisa Gervais
Golfers are lucky to get one hole-in-one in 
their lifetimes, but Doug Campbell recorded 
his fourth at the Blairhampton Golf Course 
recently.

“It was very satisfying to get one at 
Blairhampton, because I have been playing 
that course for 47 of its 50-year existence,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell said his family had a cottage in 
the Highlands for approximately 30 years 
and he’s always enjoyed playing there. He 
said owner Sandy Prozak and her staff have 

always treated him very well.
As for the unlikely number of hole-in-

ones, Campbell, 70, said he’s been playing 
since he was 13 years old. For 40 of those 
years, he’s been a single-digit handicap. He 
said he didn’t get his first hole-in-one until 
he was 65.

“I got my first one in Florida at Martin 
Downs Country Club, my second one three 
months later at Dunsford Golf and Country 
Club near Bobcaygeon and my third nine 
months later at my home course in Florida, 
PGA Golf Club, Dye Course,” he said.  

This one he got on June 23 at 

Blairhampton, his fourth since turning 65. 
It came on the 173-yard, par 3, 17th hole, 
using an eight-iron.

“So, for those that haven’t got a hole-
in-one yet, let me say, ‘keep playing. You 
never know when the Golf gods might just 
say, ‘today is your day’.”

Meanwhile, Norm Barry shot a rare 
albatross on June 4. That means he had just 
two strokes on the par five 13th hole. “I hit 
a monster drive,” Barry said. He said he left 
the ball 187 feet from the pin and dropped 
it with a five-iron hybrid. It’s his first-ever 
albatross.

Golf gods said ‘today was his day’
Doug Campbell fishes his golf ball out of the hole after a hole-in-one at Blairhampton. Photo by Lisa Gervais.

       We noticed a 60% increase in sales and visits after placing our ad with 
The Highlander!  New customers both locally and from within the GTA 
came in as a direct result.  That kind of reach would cost considerably more 
than the cost of one ad.

We will definitely continue to advertise in The Highlander.

TheOccurrence

“
It’s what everybody’s reading
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 www.hilarys.info  705.448.3394    1.877.HILARYS

KILN DRYING HARDWOOD & SOFTWOOD
Custom Manufacturer of

FLOORING · TRIM · SIDING
FURNITURE COMPONENTS · CANOE GUNNELS

F O R 
O V E R

20 
YEARS

2217 Loop Rd, Wilberforce, ONhklapow@gmail.com

CUSTOM MANUFACTURER

FLOORING - TRIM - SIDING 

705-448-3394 • Info@Trimandfl oor.ca
2726 Essonville Line, Wilberforce

FOR 
OVER 

25 
YEARS

OPEN  for business

FULL SERVICE | PLUMBING CONTRACTOR
MATTHEW MCWILLIAMS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
705-457-0325 | matthew.mcwilliams@hotmail.com

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 | 
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

BART’S ROOFING 
& RESTORATIONS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

• New Roofs & Re-Roo� ng • Fascia & Fascia Board 
• Cedar Shake, Shingles & Repairs • Eaves-Troughs 

• Skylight Replacement & Repair • Ventilation Systems 

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED FROM TOP TO BOTTOM

• bartsroo� ng.ca 
• huestis@bell.net 

Blake Huestis 
705-720-4201

OPEN FOR BUSINESS? Let your 
customers know with an ad. 705-457-2900 • 
sales@thehighlander.ca 

1063 Ravine Rd, Minden (Off Hwy 35) • 705-306-9936

1063 Ravine Road, Minden, ON  K0M 2K0
705.306.9936

themindenexperience.com     alisa@themindenexperience.com

Go Karts
5 min $10
10 min $15
15 min $20
20 min $25

Go Karts
+ Mini Putt OR

Batting Cage

5 min $15
10 min $20
15 min $25
20 min $30

Go Karts
+ Mini Putt AND

Batting Cage

5 min $20
10 min $25
15 min $30
20 min $35

Driving Range 25 balls for $7
50 balls for $10

Batting Cages $3 for one token
2 tokens for $5

Mini Putt $7 for 18 holes

 Go Karts Mini Putt
 Batting Cages Driving Range
 Nature Walks Gift Shop & Snack Bar
 Birthday Parties Corporate Events

MANITOBA

Michipicoten
Bay

U.S.A.

Batchawana Bay

Chapleau

Coldwell

Desbarats
Echo Bay

Frater

Goulais River

Hearst

HemloHeron Bay

Hilton Beach

Hornepayne

Longlac

Marathon

Sturgeon River

Terrace Bay

Thessalon

White River

Spanish

Spragge

Aroland

Foleyet

Opasatika

Wawa

Blind River

Elliot Lake

Kapuskasing

Sault Ste Marie

11

584

11

17

17

17

17

631

101

101

631

ALL SUMMER LONG!

NOW OPEN 9 A.M.- 6 P.M. DAILY
DOCKSIDE PATIO
Daisy’s

bonnieviewinn.com
705-457-2350

DINE IN 
OR TAKE OUT

OPEN DAILY 

12 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Lunch
Dinner

WEATHER PERMITTING

WE'RE BACK!

705-286-0727

NOW 
BOOKING

EYE EXAMS!

Certifi ed, professional truck mounted carpet, upholstery 
and duct cleaning. Serving Haliburton county for over 25 years.

RICK 705-457-4715 & 705-306-0704

Sanitizing your home & offi ce, killing bacteria & viruses in 10 
minutes. Non toxic, scent free. Applied with ULV  fogger.

INTRODUCING BIOCLEANZ

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF: 
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION 

FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS, 
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING, 

BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES, 
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

DON BARKER HEATING & COOLING INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

Tim Kegel
incineratingtoilets.ca 

info@incineratingtoilets.ca

Call us to fi nd out more about 
INCINERATING TOILETS!

TIRED OF COMPOSTING TOILETS?

Eco- friendly • Only ash remains!
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Highlander business

By Lisa Gervais
There’re some familiar faces at the 
Buckslide Dog Treats booth, after Ron and 
Irene Botter-Murphy recently took over the 
business from Patrick Monaghan.

Ron Murphy said it came about as 
Monaghan has had some health issues and 
wanted to slow down.

“I spoke to Pat last year and mentioned to 
him that when he was ready to step back 
from the business, to reach out to Irene and 
I, as we would like the opportunity to carry 
the business on,” Murphy said.

He said that put the wheels in motion, and, 
just before Christmas, Irene unexpectedly 
lost her job so they revisited the discussion 
with Monaghan in February. Talks were 
favourable and then COVID-19 hit and the 
farmers market were thrown into doubt.

However, Murphy said with Monaghan’s 
help getting stores supplied, and getting 
stock for the upcoming season, they’ve 
been carrying on the business as of June 1.

He said he and Irene are dog lovers so it’s 
a natural fit.

“My wife has grown up with dogs as 
part of the family, and worked with a 
veterinarian as a teenager. As a couple, 
we have owned three dogs in the past, 
two Rottweilers, one male named Maverick, 
one female named Shiela and a husky/
lab cross named Snow that we rescued,” 
Murphy said. 

The couple is currently pet free with the 
exception of their grand dog Hank, a male 
Rottweiler, that they dog sit on occasion 
and a friend’s golden retriever, Casey, that 
they periodically look after when needed. 

With a full-time production job at 
CanoeFM and a disc jockey sideline, 
Murphy admits he’s a busy guy, however, 
he said the business is more Irene’s at the 

moment. It’s also a semi-retirement plan. 
“It’s the type of business that you can 

carry on into your aging years and is 
currently only taking two days a week at 
the farmers market. Pat Monaghan is still 
maintaining some of the business for the 
balance of the year and has another person, 
Deb Barnhart, covering the Stanhope 
farmers market on Fridays. After this year, 
we will be on our own with the business,” 
Murphy said. 

He said he and Irene like that it allows 
them to get out to meet people in the 
community, keep their brains engaged 
and tie up their Saturdays. But he said it’s 
only two days per week for markets for 
now. The hours are longer for Irene, “but 
it is different when you are working for 
yourself.” 

He said Irene does all the ordering, 
scheduling, preparing, dehydrating and 
organizing of what is needed at the markets 
and the stores that they supply, but he helps.

“She tells me when and what needs to be 
done to help out,” he said with a chuckle.

Another dog lover, Monaghan said he 
started the business six years ago “with an 
idea and a credit card.” He put some of the 
sales acumen he learned from his father into 
practice. 

He said it was tough at first, just breaking 
even, but he felt “you gotta’ stick your neck 
out, take a chance.”

In the last couple of years, he said it has 
been quite profitable.

He feels he is putting the business in good 
hands.

“Very much so. They’re very personable 
and have a lot of experience dealing with 
people. It’s a pretty lucrative little business 
that’s all about the health of the dogs 
because the products are all natural with 
nothing added.”

For the love of dogs
Ron, pictured, and Irene Murphy have taken over Buckslide Dog Treats. File.

Murphys take over Buckslide Dog Treats

On Time, On Budget
Just ask our customers, references available

10 Year Workmanship Warranty

Call Cory for a FREE Roofing Quote

705-241-4618 cory@uprightroofing.ca uprightroofing.ca

We continue to operate and adhere to all safety 
policies and procedures during the COVID-19

#StrongerTogether 
Up Right Roofing is committed to supporting our community  

as we work through the effects of COVID-19. 

We have partnered with the charities below and will donate 
$300 for each Roofing Project completed in 2020.

www.pointintime.ca ywcapeterborough.org www.sirch.on.ca
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Serving Haliburton County for Over 30 Years
Guaranteed Quality Workmanship • Fully Insured • Free Estimates & Roof Analysis

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 

FRANK 
PACKARD
1.866.773-ROOF

algonguinroofing@bellnet.ca
algonquinroofing.ca            705.448.2734

Financing 
Available 

o.a.c.

CUSTOM HOME DESIGNS

Isaac Brannigan

Visit Our Website:
www.innovativebydesign.ca

Phone: (705) 457-9732
Fax: (705) 457-8300

info@innovativebydesign.ca

Cottages • Renovations • Additions • Decks

W.D BARRY
LANDSCAPING • SITE PREPARATION 
• SEPTIC SYSTEMS • DANGER TREES 
• COTTAGE LIFTING • BASEMENTS 

• FLOATING EQUIPMENT

CALL 705-457-0710

www.technometalpost.com

info.kawartha@technometalpost.com

Kawartha

Shawn Taylor - 705-886-3336

Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 
Recreational

Decks & Docks
Boardwalks
House Additions
Deep Foundations
Underpinning

Kevin Buckley ME

Visit our website
buckleyelectric.com ESA Licensed Contractor 7000397

Wiring for
Custom Home,

Cottage & Renovation

Upgrade from
Fuses to breakers

Back-up Power Systems

Home Electrical Inspections

FREE 
ESTIMATES
Shingles & Flat Roofs
20 Years Experience

CALL JOHN

   705-208-8662

LOG HOMES • STRIPPING • STAINING 
CHINKING • LOG REPAIR • INSECTICIDE 
GLASS BLASTING • PRESSURE WASHING

LEE DUNCAN 
I r duncan@hotmail.com 
ww-w.restoreyourloghome.com 

BUILDING & Renos

PHOTO OF THE WEEK  
Send your photos to editor@thehighlander.ca

By Lisa Harrison
Those wishing to renovate or build 
in the Highlands during the COVID-
19 pandemic will find construction 
businesses well prepared, but there 
may be delays.

Declared essential services, 
construction businesses have been 
among the least affected by the 
pandemic in terms of lost hours, 
according to Aggie Tose, executive 
officer for the Haliburton County 
Home Builders Association.

“In the beginning, some companies 
shut down briefly to prepare for 
health and safety changes [but] most 
members had permits in place and 
were able to continue working,” said 
Tose in a recent interview by email 
and phone.

“Everyone is extremely busy and 
there’s more work than we can manage 
this year … I think people just are 
seeing that they could do something 
different around their house or their 
cottage, and right now everyone’s got 
time to sit and think about it. People 
are having much more family time, so 
they’re trying to make spaces for those 
people.”

When pandemic precautions were 
announced, the Ontario Home 
Builders’ Association (OHBA) quickly 
developed and distributed guideline 
documents to their members, said 
Tose. The guidelines include personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and 
personal hand sanitation for persons 
on all sites, and a limit of one person 
per vehicle.

Tose expressed thanks to Foodland 
owner Brad Park and the Glecoffs at 
Glecoff’s Family Store for helping to 
bring in sufficient PPE.

The OHBA also supplied each 
member with required documents 
for employees to track persons on 
sites and their health conditions. The 
documents would be used to track all 
contacts if someone tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Each company has created their own 
policies and procedures on how to 
keep their staff safe, added Tose, who 
is also office manager for G.J. Burtch 
Construction Enterprises Ltd. 

“Once the government opened up the 
building permit process, all work can 
proceed as long as you abide by the 
health and safety requirements,” said 
Tose.

“Timelines will be delayed if the 
construction or renovation has a 
homeowner present … [and] the 
supply of materials can be delayed 
but generally it is available. However, 
COVID has created longer lineups in 
stores, thus slowing production.”

Tose advised property owners to be 
patient.

“Everyone is doing their best. If you 
want renovation work done, plan to 
be out of your place so companies can 
send their staff safely to do the work. 
New building is different as the owner 
is [absent]. Since many permits were 
delayed, we are now seeing many 
projects at the same stage and we are 
desperately short of some key trades 
like foundation.

“The building departments in all four 
municipalities have done everything 
they can to keep construction moving 
ahead in the county,” added Tose. 

“The construction industry is one 
of the highest employers, if not the 
highest, when you count the number 
of employees on the construction 
sites to the supply stores, designers 
and engineers and the trades [such as] 
electrician, plumber and heating.”

Covid-19 doesn’t stop builders
Construction businesses in the Highlands are extremely busy. File photo. 
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A kitchen or bathroom remodel is filled with overwhelming 

decisions. Mannington makes it easier with our Restoration 

Collection® flooring. Beautiful. High-performance. It’s flooring 

at its best, combining the most realistic hardwood visuals 

and trending plank sizes with superior durability. Plus, the 

added boost of a waterproof surface warranty.

Visit Mannington.com/Restoration to find the design and color that work for your home.

Kid & Pet Friendly

Indentation Resistant

Scratch Resistant

25-Year Warranty

Made in the USA

Environmentally
Friendly

Certified as meeting
stringent indoor air
quality standards

beyond words.

RESTORATION COLLECTION®

Flooring

Begin to imagine

RETAILER INFORMATION HERE

705-457-2022 
25 Hops Drive, Haliburton.
www.cordellcarpet.ca
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A kitchen or bathroom remodel is fi lled with 
overwhelming decisions. Mannington makes it 
easier with our Restoration Collection® fl ooring. 
Beautiful. High-performance. It’s fl ooring at its best, 
combining the most realistic hardwood visuals and 
trending plank sizes with superior durability. Plus, 
the added boost of a waterproof surface warranty.

Visit Mannington.com/Restoration to fi nd 
the design and color that work for your home.

25 Hops Dr.
Haliburton, ON

705-457-2022
www.cordellcarpet.ca

High-quality exterior paint that provides excellent durability 
and protection for the outside of your home.

Free Site Visits, WSIB Compliant, & Fully Insured

Make your first call the only call you need to make. 

705-457-9558          @totalsiteservicesinc          totalsiteservices.ca

Specializing in a variety of services including: 

Full septic system installs

Septic & holding tank 
repairs & installs

Filter/trench bed
repairs & installs

Septic & holding tank
  pumping

Whatever your site needs, our full service approach means 
you can count on us to get the job done. 

Total Site Services - it’s in the name.

BUILDING & Renos
By Lisa Harrison
When considering renovations to your 
home or cottage, it’s wise to start at the top 
and ensure you have a well-constructed 
roof.

Cory and Melissa Valentini, owners of 
Up Right Roofing, say the roof is not 
always the first item on a renovation list 
but typically it hasn’t been overlooked 
consciously. 

“Many homeowners do not inspect the 
condition of their roof until it presents a 
problem or there are obvious issues,” said 
Cory in an email interview. “This can often 
be too late to avoid interior damage.”

“Your roof protects the people and 
possessions in your home from the 
elements,” said Melissa. “A ‘healthy’ roof 
can also add curb appeal and value to your 
home.”

When you request a quote or an onsite 
roof consultation, you can expect the 
contractor to ask about the roof’s history 
and any previous or current issues. The 
contractor will check under the shingles to 
determine if there is any underlayment and 
if so, what type. 

The inspection should also include 
walking the roof to check for multiple 
concerns such as soft spots, broken or 
curling shingles and/or missing shingles, 
and the condition of any valleys. The 
contractor will present the findings and 
discuss next steps with you. 

Property owners don’t need to be 
concerned about having roof work done 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, according 
to the Valentinis.

“We have advised our customers to move 
forward with planned roofing projects,” said 
Cory. “We can do all planning and contract 
finalization via computer and telephone. 
Once on site, there is no reason for the 
homeowner to have direct contact with the 
crew.”

To ensure the crew is also protected, Up 
Right provides access to hand sanitizer 
and wash stations on all job sites. Each 
employee has dedicated tools and the 
employees practise social distancing 
whenever possible. 

The Valentinis have three 
recommendations for property owners 
considering roof repair or replacement.

“Do not wait until the last minute to get 
a quote, your roofer of choice may not be 
available this season,” said Melissa. Also, 
“make sure you have a roofing contract 
detailing the scope of work prior to the first 
work day on site.”

Finally, “ask for proof of current WSIB 
[Workplace Safety and Insurance Board] 
coverage and an insurance certificate,” said 
Cory. 

“If the roofer does not have current 
insurance, you as the homeowner can 
be held responsible for any accidents or 
injuries during the project.”

Keeping a good lid on it

Insure you have a well constructed roof. Photo via Unsplash.
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The Cottage 
Insurance Experts

Ask us to insure your 
cottage properly.
Floyd Hall Insurance has been providing coverage 
to cottage owners for decades. We know how to
protect you and your cottage or seasonal residence.

Exclusive discount offer.

The Cottage 
Insurance Experts

PROUDLY 
SERVING 

HALIBURTON 

COUNTY FOR 

OVER 65 YEARS 

THROUGH 4 

GENERATIONS

The Cottage 
Insurance Experts

Ask us to insure your 
cottage properly.
Floyd Hall Insurance has been providing coverage 
to cottage owners for decades. We know how to
protect you and your cottage or seasonal residence.

Exclusive discount offer.

Minden 705.286.1270 • Haliburton 705.457.1732
ghall@� oydhallinsurance.com • � oydhallinsurance.com

 Solar
Security, Graphics 

Home &
Business

Home & Cottage Show 
Booth 9

Serving Haliburton Highlands
Authorized dealer/applicator

1-877-706-5858

SOLUTIONS FOR
HeatGlareFadingU.V. Rays 

Home 
      & Business

WWW.FRANKLINTINT.COM

Serving Haliburton Highlands
Authorized dealer/applicator

1-877-706-5858

SOLUTIONS FOR 
•Heat •Glare •Fading • U.V. Rays

BUILDING & Renos
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EMMERSON RENT-ALL
705-457-1550

toll free: 1-888-339-3225 • fax: 705-457-1520
information@emmersonlumber.com

www.emmersonlumber.com

Haliburton County is dedicated to protecting 
the health of our beautiful environment, and 
green cleaning practices are a critical part of 
our efforts.
For example, antibacterial cleaning products 
may seem like a good idea, but they kill the 
good bacteria in septic tanks that break down 
waste. Many of the products marketed as green 
are “green-washed” – they have some green 
properties, but they’re not the best solutions.
When septic tanks function properly, the 
enzymes inside break down wastewater 
compounds that bacteria can use. The resulting 
clean liquid (effluent) flows into the tile bed 
where it percolates into the soil and eventually 
our lakes. The more active the septic bacteria, 
the cleaner the effluent. 
Proper system maintenance can also mean a 
better grade under your municipality’s septic 
reinspection program.
Finally, use a green septic treatment monthly to 
ensure your system has the correct enzymes and 
bacteria to work effectively. If you’re away for 
months at a time, as soon as you arrive back, 
flush two cups of treatment down your drain to 
kick-start your system. 
For more tips and information, visit the CHA 
website at www.cohpoa.org.
Renovations
Planning a renovation? You’ll find local building 
centres and the Canadian Home Builders’ 
Association (CHBA) are great resources for 
renovation advice to help you make necessary 
repairs and improve the function, comfort and 
convenience of your home or cottage. 
Begin by taking an inventory of everything you 
want to change and why, including any seasonal 
issues such as drafts in winter. Involve all 
members of the household. Describe your goals, 
especially use of space, light/brightness and 
desired traffic patterns.
Use your findings to create a wish list that’s 
divided into “need to have” and “like to have”. 
Consider refinishing existing features and 
purchasing energy and water conservation 

fixtures that will save money over time. Look 
closely for hidden assets, such as old hardwood 
that can be refinished. Gather design and product 
ideas so you can budget wisely and give your 
designer, engineer and/or contractor a clear idea 
of what you want. 
Consider whether you want to do some of the 
work yourself (see our section on The Dos and 
Don’ts of DIY). 
For more extensive projects, you may require 
a designer to prepare the necessary plans. 
Structural changes will require plans and 
permits, and your contractor can help with this. 
When hiring any professional, get a detailed, 
written, signed contract. Take an active role 
throughout the project, requesting and expecting 
regular updates. 
For budgeting, remember costs here are higher 
than in cities due to the hilly, rocky landscape. 
When scheduling, include factors such as your 
available time, your skill level, the availability 
of any professional support you’ll need, the 
weather, and supply time for permits and 
products. Set aside a contingency fund of 15 
to 25 per cent of your budget for unforeseen 
problems and potential upgrades.
Your local realtor and building supply centre 
staff can provide expert advice specific to 
renovating in the Highlands. For additional 
advice, including essential contract content, 
contract pricing methods, lien protection and 
more, visit 
Use your findings to create a wish list that’s 
divided into “need to have” and “like to have”. 
Consider refinishing existing features and 
purchasing energy and water conservation 
fixtures that will save money over time. Look 
closely for hidden assets, such as old hardwood 
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ideas so you can budget wisely and give your 
designer, engineer and/or contractor a clear idea 
of what you want. 
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closely for hidden assets, such as old hardwood 
that can be refinished. Gather design and product 
ideas so you can budget wisely and give your 
designer, engineer and/or contractor a clear idea 
of what you want. 
Consider whether you want to do some of the 
work yourself (see our section on The Dos and 
Don’ts of DIY). 
For more extensive projects, you may require 
a designer to prepare the necessary plans. 
Structural changes will require plans and 
permits, and your contractor can help with this. 
When hiring any professional, get a detailed, 
written, signed contract. Take an active role
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ARE YOU READY TO 
BE BLOWN AWAY?

Ask about our Husqvarna Leaf Blowers

SERVING HALIBURTON Area For Over 40 Years!

705-457-1152 • 705-286-1178
6798 Hwy 35, Coboconk, ON

www.shepherdenvironmental.ca

SEPTIC PUMPINGSEPTIC PUMPINGSEPTIC PUMPINGSEPTIC PUMPING

WOW
That ain

‛t

honey!FRENCH
Septic and Holding Tank Pumping • Fast Response
Experienced Servicemen • Real Estate Inspections

Portable Toilet Rentals For Your Special Event

705-457-1152 • 705-286-1178

Round Service!
Round Service!

Portable Toilet Rentals For Your Special Event

COVID-19 Update:
COVID-19 Update:
COVID-19 Update:
COVID-19 Update:

YearRound Service!
Round Service!

COVID-19 Update:
COVID-19 Update:
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COVID-19 Update:

    • WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

   • Our office is temporarily closed to the public due to Covid-19

  • Please practice physical distancing when our drivers arrive.

 • No cash please. Credit Cards or Electronic Fund Transfers. 

BUILDING & Renos
By Lisa Harrison
Tourism accommodators are among those 
taking the hardest financial hit from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, especially in seasonal 
economies such as that of the Highlands. 

Six local businesses decided to do 
something about it. 

The result: Haliburton’s Big Lobby 
Makeover, a contest in which one 
Haliburton Highlands accommodator can 
win a lobby or reception area makeover 
valued at up to $25,000.

The winner will ultimately be chosen by 
Highlands residents.

Spearheaded by ACM Designs, the contest 
is supported by partners ACM, Cordell 
Carpet, Emmerson Lumber, Hodgkinson 
Enterprises Ltd., Up River Trading Co. and 
Yours Outdoors, which will provide a team-
building experience.

“One of the first touchpoints of the county 
is our tourism accommodators,” said 
Andria Cowan Molyneaux, owner of ACM 
Designs, in a phone interview.

Molyneaux said her industry 
(construction-related) has had an 
“unbelievable” season of success as an 
essential service, but “when one business 
suffers, we all suffer,” so ACM reached out 
to compassionate businesses they work with 
often to set up the makeover.

Contest partner Up River Trading has 
experience with pandemic-related economic 
loss.

“Up River was closed for nine weeks due 
to COVID,” said Paul Roy, co-owner and 
co-founder, in the joint interview.

“So when an opportunity came up to 
support the accommodation group that does 
bring in the tourists that are vital for our 
business, it was a no-brainer for us too.”

As of July 6, seven accommodators had 
submitted entries and another was expected, 
and Roy said accommodators’ comments 
about the contest opportunity have been 
“incredibly positive.” 

One accommodator reported that, while 
regular bookings were solid, they had lost 
14 spring weddings and nine large summer 
events, along with the additional revenue 
from food and other peripheral services.

“Those businesses, whether they submit 
or not, have to know that this whole 
community cares about them and their 
success,” said Molyneaux.

There’s a side benefit to the contest for 
all entrants, Molyneaux added. Simply by 
participating, accommodators can build 
their brands and increase bookings through 
a greater social media presence as they 
reach out for votes. 

The contest partners are contacting 
suppliers for items such as granite 
countertops. The Haliburton County 
Development Corporation (HCDC) and 
the County have provided general support 
and encouragement. The county tourism 
department’s help in reaching out to the 
local accommodators and the community 

was especially appreciated.
Amanda Virtanen, the county’s tourism 

director, called the pandemic’s effect on 
the tourism sector “a major blow to the 
Haliburton Highlands.”

“It’s amazing to see the generosity of local 
businesses and the contest is a wonderful 
opportunity for an accommodator to get 
that extra boost needed during an extremely 
difficult time,” said Virtanen via email.  

The deadline for entries is July 12 at 

midnight. Three finalists will be announced 
on July 15 at noon on Facebook and 
Instagram. Voting is online and closes Aug. 
16 at 8 p.m.

ACM will announce the winner Aug. 17 
at noon on Facebook and Instagram. The 
makeover will begin in September and be 
unveiled when completed.

For eligibility details and to enter, visit 
the contest website at acm-designs.com/
lobbymakeover

Local businesses design generous windfall
INN

Haliburton's Big Lobby Makeover
Enter for Your Chance to Win a $25,000 Makeover  

Haliburton’s Big Lobby Makeover contest was created by local businesses to help 
support Highlands accommodators in the face of pandemic-related economic losses.
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7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 
Toll Free 1-844-277-1260 Fax: 705-286-4917 • www.mindenhills.ca

INFORMATION PAGE
Roads 705-286-3144    Community Services 705-286-1936

the township of 

In Season, Every Season

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY PLEASE DIAL 9-1-1. FOR ALL OTHER MUNICIPAL EMERGENCIES PLEASE CALL 1-866-856-3247.
Facebook: @Township.Minden.Hills • Twitter: Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

Important Property Tax Information

The 2020 property tax installments are due on:
 
• May 29th
• June 26th
• July 24th
• September 18th
 
HOWEVER late payment charges shall be suspended on all tax installments that are unpaid by the due dates. Interest 
at the rate of one and one quarter percent (1 ¼%) per month shall be charged on the fi rst (1st) day following December 
4, 2020, on all due and unpaid 2020 taxes.
 
Interest at the rate of one and one quarter percent (1 ¼%) per month will continue to be levied against taxes owing for 
previous years (2019 and older).
 
Preauthorized payment plan withdrawals will continue as originally scheduled. Ten (10) month plan and Arrears plan 
payments will be deducted on the last business day of each month. The installment plan payments will be withdrawn 
on July 24th and September 18th, 2020. Post-dated cheques on fi le will also be deposited on the dates as indicated 
on the cheques.
 
If you have any questions regarding your preauthorized payment plan or post-dated cheques, please call (705) 286-
1260, extension 201.
 
We encourage account holders to utilize the payment methods available, and to submit payments as soon as 
reasonably possible.
 
Payment Methods:
• Cash and debit payments are currently suspended.
• On-line or telephone banking.
• Payment at fi nancial institutions.
• Cheque-by mail or deposit in the drop box.The secure (locked) drop box is labelled and located on the north wall   
  of the Administration building facing Pritchard Lane and the Municipal parking lot. It is accessed from the wheelchair  
  entrance and is at the top of the fi rst ramp.

Absolutely no cash is to be deposited in the drop box.

Council Meetings

As a result of the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) outbreak, all Council and 
Committee of the Whole meetings will be conducted virtually via web 
conference; and Closed Session meetings via teleconference, until 

further notice. 
 

Meetings are held virtually, starting at 9:00 AM in the Minden Council 
offi ce, 7 Milne Street. The schedule of upcoming meetings are:

 
July 30 – Regular Council Meeting

August 27 – Regular Council Meeting
 

Please note Council Meetings are reduced to one meeting a month in 
July, August and December.

 
During this unprecedented time, the health and safety of our 

community is of paramount importance. Members of the Public are 
invited to observe Council proceedings by joining a live-stream link 
available on the township website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/ or 
by using the direct link provided in the notice. We encourage those 

wishing to view the meeting to also download the agenda, as it will not 
be displayed during the streaming process.  Meeting agendas can be 
downloaded by visiting our website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/.

 
Please note the live-stream link provided for each meeting will only be 

activated while Council is in session.

Extreme Heat/Heat Warnings

Impacts to Health: Extreme temperatures and high humidity puts everyone at risk however, the risks are greater for young children, older adults, and people with chronic illnesses and/or on certain 
types of medications, people working or exercising outdoors and/or in places where heat is emitted through industrial processes and those without proper shelter. Adverse health effects can occur as a 
direct result of exposure to too much heat such as heat cramps, heat edema, heat exhaustion and heat stroke.
 
Signs/Symptoms

Heat Stroke
Headache, dizziness, confusion or 
other altered mental state and fainting. 
Skin may be hot and dry, or the 
individual may be sweating due to 
high body temperature. This is a 
medical emergency that can 
prove fatal. 

The following protective measures and best practices will aid you in reducing the risk:
• If you must go outside, fi nd or bring shade to avoid being exposed to the sun, stay hydrated, dress in cool/loose-fi tting clothing, and take several breaks.
• Check on older family, friends and neighbors and be vigilant for heat related illnesses.
• Bring pets inside and avoid leaving them in parked vehicles. Move livestock to sheltered areas with plenty of drinking water.
 
Extreme heat can alter road surface conditions. Heat can result in the expansion or buckling of roads, which can cause accidents or delays.
Utilities are also susceptible to damage as the demand for electricity and water increases during periods with high temperatures and may exceed the supply.
Rolling blackouts and restrictions on water usage may be implemented.
 
Everyone has the responsibility to be prepared:
• Carry an emergency car kit and a mobile phone.
• Prepare a 72-hour emergency kit in the event that there is a power outage or other impacts to critical infrastructure.
• Continue to monitor local forecasts for public weather alerts and exercise appropriate caution if you must go outside and/or travel.
 
This weather also has an effect on outdoor fi re hazards, monitor postings for fi re bans or restrictions at www.mindenhills.ca

Heat Edema
Swelling of hands, feet and ankles

Heat Exhaustion
Heavy sweating, weakness, 
dizziness, nausea, vomiting, fainting

Heat Cramps
Painful muscular cramps 
(usually in the legs or abdomen)
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By Will Jones

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cheryl Riley took this photo of an owl in her yard on Jan 22.

Winter weather bluesLast week, I thought my lovely wife might be going out of her mind. And, it had nothing to do with me. Honest.Well, it may have had a little to do with me but I am positive that you’ll side with me if she ever decides to make her grievance official.You see, I booked a vacation for all of us, my lovely wife, Little Z and me before you go assuming that I’m leaving the two of them behind in Haliburton while I jet off to the sun. Oh, no, I’m the sane one and skipping out on my lovely wife would bestow on me a fate worse than death if ever I dared return. Or so I thought until last week. And I say this because my lovely wife is grumpy, even a little annoyed, because I booked a week’s holiday for us all on the sun-drenched island of Aruba.Yes, she got that bottom lip stuck right 

out because we were going away. Can you believe it? She’s mad, I say, mad as a toque-wearing hatter.
Her reasoning, and she almost always has good reasoning (never argue with my lovely wife, you won’t win), is that it was snowing and it was going to snow for most of the next week. That’s this week, as in now, to you guys. So, if it is snowing lots please don’t tell her when we get back on Sunday. I have to admit that I didn’t really understand her ‘logic’ but when she stated: “I can’t believe we have to go away just when it’s really snowing a lot here,” being the ever-unwitting husband, replied: “Oh yes, snowing, of course, dear.” Now, I thought I’d responded perfectly, especially considering that I had obviously completely missed her point and also found it quite incredulous that she could 

moan about going away on holiday to the Caribbean in the middle of a Canadian winter.
Her scowl, however, told me that my answer had been less than satisfactory; probably due to my furrowed brow and rolling of the eyes.“Can’t you see, it’s perfect weather for skiing!” she snapped.‘Can’t you see it’s perfect weather for lying on a beach,’ I thought, or maybe mumbled. Either way, she read my mind, lips or some other part of my body that seemed to be disagreeing with her and I was slung headfirst into the dog house. As I looked out, from the kennel, the weather didn’t seem to be helping either. Big fat white flakes of snow began to fall and soon the backyard was carpeted in fluffy white. Then Little Z added to my 

misery by whooping it up on his toboggan and asking if he could go to the ski hill on the weekend.
“We can’t,” said my lovely wife, rather tersely. “Daddy is making us go on holiday.”That was last Friday.Thankfully, a few days in the sunshine, one or two mohitos and some serious grovelling on my part has turned around my lovely wife’s mood. She’s relaxed, tanned and happy now. But, we return on Sunday and I expect you all to keep quiet about the snow, even if it’s piled up to the window ledges. 

If you see my lovely wife, just smile, nod, and for Pete’s sake, don’t mention the holiday!

Dear editor,

Re. “Council says no to ranked ballots,” The Highlander, page 8, Thurs., Feb. 2, 2017I don’t think the Minden Hills council had much information to discuss this matter before rejecting it. One councillor claimed Australia uses the ranked ballot system and it can take months to formalize results. Can anyone imagine it would take that long counting the 5000 or less votes cast in 2014 in Minden Hills by whatever process?The amendment to the Municipal Act of 1996, which enabled consideration of ranked ballots, stipulates a process of public information by public meetings before enacting a bylaw on the subject but not for leaving things as they are.The national government fumbled the electoral reform process recently and abandoned it. The Ontario government, in 2007, proceeded with a referendum on the subject but fumbled the education process. 

I suppose the local governments might be forgiven at least for inattention.But consider this from Local Government in Canada, Seventh Edition, Tindall and Tindall, page 19. ‘A municipal government’s obligation to engage citizens in democratic governance is far more important than its obligation to manage the services delegated to it by the provincial government.’ Of course, the Tindalls are trying to assert that local government is of primary importance referring back to Earl Durham in 1840, page 27 in the book mentioned above, ‘municipal institutions of local self-government … are the foundation of Anglo-Saxon freedom and civilization.’  
We don’t believe that now. Turnouts for municipal elections are always lower than those for provincial and national elections. To echo a famous foreign politician, ‘Sad.’

Jim Milne
Haliburton

Not enough info to dismiss ranked ballots

Dear editor,

The environment weighs heavily on everyone’s mind, however, there are many things we have forgotten over the years of prosperity.
I can remember when we returned milk bottles, soda and beer bottles to the store. They would send them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled so the same bottles could be used over and over. In a manner of speaking, they really were recycled. 

Grocery stores bagged our groceries in brown paper bags that we reused for numerous things. Most memorable besides household garbage bags was the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our school books that were provided by the school. This was to ensure the books were not defaced by our scribblings and could be reused over and over. We walked to the grocery store where feasible, and didn’t climb into a 300 horsepower machine every time we had 

to go two blocks. We washed the baby’s diapers because we didn’t have the throw away kind filling our landfills. We dried our clothes on a line not in an energy-gobbling machine burning up 220 volts. Wind and solar power really did dry our clothes back in our early days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always brand new clothing. We had one TV or radio, in the house, not a TV in every room. The TV had a small screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not the 60” screen of today. In the kitchen we blended and stirred by hand because we didn’t have electric machines to do everything for us. We packaged a fragile item to send in the mail using wadded up old newspapers not styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. We didn’t fire up a gasoline powered lawnmower but used one that ran on human power and we exercised by working so we didn’t need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. We drank from a fountain when thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic 

The good old days weren’t so bad

bottle every time we had a drink of water. We didn’t need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest burger joint and yet with all this so called technology our younger generation can’t even make change without the cash register telling them how much. 

If this seems somewhat harsh I guess a reality check is what I have just outlined to embrace the fact the good old days weren’t so bad and (were) healthier.
Bev MacDuff
Gooderham
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Cold comfort from fashion faux past

A unique sculpture adds some life to a tree in Haliburton. Photo by Alex Coop.

“If it’s one, two, then through, you’re 

good to go,” explains a friend of mine 

but I’m not so sure I’m going to take his 

advice.
You know the scenario. You’ve asked 

for some sound direction in whatever it 

is that you’re doing and someone steps 

forward with a knowing smile to offer 

you a tidbit of their long learned and 

extensively tested wisdom but when they 

have finished saying what they are saying 

you still are nowhere nearer to the answer 

than when they started.
It’s a bit like the time when I asked a 

school pal of mine whether I could wear 

moccasins, white socks and baggy pants 

with an elastic cuff around the ankle. His 

advice was long and rambling, it covered 

fashion history, sexuality and even a bit 

of geography. I have to admit to being 

swayed by some of what he’d said, too, 

and by the end I thought my choice of 

1980s style was cool as … and I went out 

to the local disco looking like the rejected 

offspring of a clown and an Indigenous 

person from a spaghetti western.

Oh, yes, you should have seen the war 

paint, sorry, make-up, it quite topped off 

my look.
That’s the point, I guess. I listened to 

this friend of mine back in high school 

and sort of took his advice, the bit that I 

understood, and where did it get me? I’m 

sorry, I can’t mention her name and it’s 

probably best because neither she nor I 

could admit to being proud of the entire 

debacle. 
But back to one, two and then through.

It seems that this is a tried and tested 

way of finding out if the ice is strong 

enough to withstand your weight when 

walking across a lake. If, when pounding 

your spud bar on the frozen surface of the 

lake (please, someone write in and tell me 

why it’s called a spud bar) it takes two 

hits before going through, you are OK to 

walk on the ice. Hmm, I have a couple of 

questions. How hard is one and two? And, 

who was it that tested out this theory to 

get a definitive answer?
It’s not that I don’t believe my friend. 

He is, after all, a big fellow, somewhat 

heavier than I am and the perfect person 

to follow out onto the frozen lake if you 

are at all worried that there may be thin 

ice ahead. However, the one, two and 

then through technique doesn’t really hit 

all the scientific buttons 
when I stop to query it 
as an indisputable 
fail-safe to falling 
in a hole of freezing 
cold water.

As such, I have taken to wearing baggy 

pants with ankle cuffs when I venture 

out onto the lake early in the ice fishing 

season. I stuff said pants with those 

foam packing peanuts (they can’t escape 

because of the handy cuffs at the ankles) 

and they make for excellent buoyancy 

aids in the event of falling though thin 

ice. 
I did forego the moccasins, though. For 

the life of me, I couldn’t finds a pair with 

cleats anywhere! 

Dear editor,

Ouch! If I was about to book a week’s 

vacation for my family in the Haliburton 

Highlands, I would be looking elsewhere 

after reading this paragraph in the 

Jan,12 Highlander regarding short-term 

rentals: 
“So, it’s time for Dysart and the other 

municipalities to do their homework, pick a 

solution that works for them and hopefully 

implement it before we are overrun with 

short-term renters once again this summer.” 

Really? Overrun? Synonyms are pestered, 

harassed, plagued, invaded by. Was that an 

appropriate word to use? Short-term renters 

are comparable to a mouse infestation?   

Short-term rental listings, through 

agencies and on international websites, 

market the Highlands and draw people 

here from around the world without costing 

Haliburton County a cent in advertising 

costs. Short-term rentals offer a unique 

accommodation experience. In parts of 

the Highlands where accommodations are 

limited, short-term rentals fill a void.

From a retailer point of view, short-term 

rentals bring good fortune and prosperity.

For cottagers trying to pay their municipal 

taxes, short-term rentals are a blessing.

The municipalities should take a 

favourable look at short-term rentals and 

solve any challenges that may jeopardize 

their existence before we ‘welcome’ short-

term renters to the Haliburton Highlands 

once again this summer. 

Mary Barker
Agnew’s General Store, Wilberforce and 

40 Winks Guest House, Airbnb host.

Reader doesn’t think we’re ‘overrun’ by tourists

Dear editor,

After reading the front page article in last 

week’s paper  (Jan. 12, 2017 Worries over 

cottages becoming ‘party pits’) I was very 

disappointed. The article was extremely 

one-sided. There have been many articles 

written from the point of view of the 

various cottage associations. The paper 

should try to do a better job of balancing 

these special interest groups with the 

businesses and people of Haliburton County 

who depend on these people to come here 

and spend money. The short-term rental 

crowd are some of the biggest spending 

tourists and we need every dollar we can 

get. Also not mentioned was the right of a 

cottage owner to do as they wish with their 

cottage. Many people rely on rental income 

to keep the family cottage in the family.  

Andy Rickard
Minden

Disappointed in coverage

Dear editor,

Much has been reported about high speed 

Internet. I thought hospitals and medical 

centres were to be connected with the 

highest speed. Who is their provider? Last 

Friday, I had a specialist appointment in the 

Haliburton Medical Centre. The specialist 

had come from Peterborough. His first 

words were “the system was down” so 

he couldn’t access my files. Fortunately, 

I had them with me. On other occasions 

at the Minden site I have had the same 

experience. Why is this happening? Why 

are they always “changing the system”? 

Why is the emergency department unable 

to access your tests from your family 

physician, even in the same building? 

Why is there not a connection between 

the hospitals, emergency departments, 

and medical centres for accessing tests? 

I always give my family doctor’s name 

expecting her to be notified of any 

appointments elsewhere. There should be 

a relationship with the health care system 

and your family physician. We, the patient, 

need to advocate for a better system of 

connectedness or what’s the point expensive 

high speed Internet.  Dr. Danielle Martin 

has written a book with excellent ideas on 

connectedness for patient care.

Lois Rigney
Canning Lake

Health care and the Internet

Have an opinion?
Send your letters to editor@thehighlander.ca

(300 words max)
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BEER LAKE
273 feet of shoreline and 3 acres of total privacy on this beautiful quite lake - add 
a 2 bedroom log cottage with a fl oor to ceiling stone fi replace - cathedral ceilings 

-  huge screened porch over looking the lake - 2 bedroom guest 
cottage - open concept - loft for extra sleeping - sand shoreline - 

lakefront patio - gorgeous sunsets - so peaceful you will only hear 
the whiporwill. Just listed for $659,000.

| 705-455-2034 
| TED@TEDVASEY.CA Ted Vasey

||

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E
705-854-0103

DEBRA LAMBE 

3 Lake boating chain! 3 bedroom/4 
season cottage or home on quiet 
dead end road, 5 minutes from 
West Guilford and 15 minutes to 
the village of Haliburton! Main 
� oor features L shaped open 
living/eating/kitchen area, 2 
bedrooms, bathroom.   Walkout to 
deck. Finished basement features 
bedroom and additional room, 
family room, separate laundry 
area. 208 feet on Gull River and 
boat to Maple, Grass and Pine. 
� e lot is totally usable with great 
outside space, decent privacy and 
mainly level, but sloping gently at 
the waterfront. $450,000. Check it 

out on youtube.com  
debra lambe 1052 

Ablett Court!

NEW PRICE!

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

KEN | 705-754-5280 | ken@kenbarry.com
Out Standing in my Field
BROKER

Two adjacent, very private, nicely treed lots with gentle slope towards 
beautiful Minnicock Lake.  This quiet, motor restricted lake is perfect 

for all nature-lovers allowing you to bask in the tranquility that 
surrounds.  Build on 1.2 Acres with 198’ frontage OR 1.54 Acres with 
298’ frontage, OR purchase both for the ultimate piece 

of paradise.  Close to Haliburton Village.

MINNICOCK LAKE - VACANT LOTS $209,900 & $219,900

 705-457-0046 • vince@vinceduchene.ca • vinceduchene.ca

• 3 lots left of 9 and fully treed
• Underground hydro and phone
• Decorative Street “Lanterns” 

• Quiet dead end street
• Walking distance to Haliburton

HALIBURTON VILLAGE BUILDING LOTS  
$57,900 - $63,900

VINCE DUCHENE
B R O K E R KELLY@KELLY-MERCER.CA •CELL: 705-455-7500

SOLD!

KELLY MERCER
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

GELERT HOME - $284,000
• 3 bedroom, 1 bath on 3.6 acres 
•  Very private. Close to Minden, 

Haliburton and Kinmount. 

SOLD!

LISA MERCER
705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

• Lovely 2 bedroom / 2 bathroom home 
•  Large living room and family room. 
• Detached garage
• Great community living

HUNTER CREEK - $156,000

BROKER

TODD TIFFIN 
sales representative
705.457.6107
todd@toddtiffi n.com

JOEL TAYLOR 
sales representative

705.854.1311
joel@joeltaylor.ca

Cozy 1.5 storey, 2 
bedroom, 1 bath home on 
1.96 acres with gorgeous 
perennial gardens. Many 
updates in recent years. 
Detached one car garage, 
features attached seasonal 
studio space. Minutes 
from Minden. Call today!
Asking $319,900.

Cozy Country Cottage 
2048 Duck Lake Rd

SOLD

705-448-2222 • 705-457-0580
HaliburtonHighlands-Remax.ca

 GRACE RIVER: $499,900
Lovely 2 storey 5 bdrm/2 bath, home/cottage w/loads of space for entertaining & 
access to fantastic 2 lake chain!! Open concept; KT w/Elmira cook-stove! The DR 
has space for big gatherings & w/o to a huge front deck! LR is fun central with a 

fl r to ceiling stone f/p , tv & pool table! Has 3 bdrms on main fl r & 4 pc bath w/
laundry! Partial bsmt is unfi nished! FAO furnace heats the home! Lot is gently 
elevated & the river’s edge has retaining wall! Has a dry boat house, storage 
shed & 2 garages! A lot of home & a great price! Call now!

R
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G
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BROKER

WILBERFORCE BRANCH

MelanieHevesiMelanieHevesi

6 bedroom, 2 bath Minden home within walking distance to 
town.  Raised bungalow with 4 bedrooms on the main and 2 
bedrooms in the partially finished walkout basement (with 

separate entrance).  Nicely updated family home with a large, 
level lot.  A pleasure to show.

Melanie Hevesi
Broker

Make ME your
REALTOR® of choice. •  Three Bedroom Home 

with spacious rooms

•  Retail Shop over a 

Single Car Garage

•  Three Sea containers 

for inventory

•  Private setting at a 

high traffi c intersection

LYNDA LIT WIN
705-457-8511 • LYNDALITWIN.CA • lynda@lyndalitwin.ca

WORK FROM HOME HERE $360,000

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

 DIRECT 705.935.1011 
 OFFICE 705.286.2911
 TOLL FREE 1.800.567.1985 10 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON  K0M 2K0

   
email. Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

MovingTheHighlands.com    

Sales RepresentativeSales Representative

Moving the Highlands

 DIRECT 705.935.1011 
 OFFICE 705.286.2911
 TOLL FREE 1.800.567.1985 10 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON  K0M 2K0

   
email. Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

MovingTheHighlands.com    

Sales RepresentativeSales Representative

Moving the Highlands
HOME OR HOBBY FARM - $725,000 This stunning home/hobby farm has everything you need. The 
beautiful home offers skylights, cathedral ceiling, soaring windows, stainless steel countertops, farmer’s 
sink, high-end fi xtures and appliances, and much more. The lower level makes the perfect rec room. 
The wraparound deck is perfect for entertaining with extensive living space & surrounded 
by beautiful gardens. The 24’x28’ 2-car detached garage comes with a spacious studio 
above. The 24’x35’ barn has 2 oversized stalls, easily convertible to 3 stalls.

Moving the Highlands

705-935-1011 • MovingTheHighlands.com • Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

TERRY CARR
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

Based on 2019 residential transactions 
sides. Source: CREA, RE/MAX
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Outdoors
Create 

unique 
personal 
accessories

Up River Trading in Minden and Haliburton offer a custom printing service which means you can create wildly individual personalised cushions and t-shirts. Cool, huh? Design your own family crest, add the name of your cottage - or lake - and make accessories that are personal and truly unique. Great for gifting too. Check out the templates and order online at uprivertrading.com.

String them along
Imagine capturing fireflies, putting them in jars, then using them to decorate trees in the great outdoors. Atmospheric, or what? To allay any need for entomological entrapment, get the twinkly look with the ‘For Living Solar Jar String Lights in Warm White’ from Canadian Tire. Each pack consists of ten strung together mason jars that charge in the sun and then sparkle all night. And at under 20 bucks, the price is magical too! Available from canadiantire.ca.

Add height and textures
Who says a dressed dining vignette has to be formal? Certainly not us. Indeed, when it comes to table attire, a ‘relaxed casual vibe’ is our modus operandi. Adding linen table runners will soften the overall vibe (while delineating space) and introducing two-tier platters and stands will add height and make whatever you’re serving stand out. Dress up standard white crockery with cheaper seasonal melamine plates and bowls in bright colours to create a fresh new seasonal direction. Items shown at the top of the page from Homesense (homesense.ca).

HOME WITH COLIN + JUSTIN

IN THE  
HIGHLANDS

Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  C O T T A G E  C O U N T R Y

PARISHANDSTRANO.CA

JEFF & ANDREA* STRANO • MARJ & JOHN PARISH 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES/*BROKER

RE/MAX Professionals North, Brokerage Independently Owned & Operated. 

CONTACT US TODAY FOR 

A FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION

JUNE 2020

As more businesses 
and services reopen, 
and with social 
gatherings increased 
to 10 people, we all 
must continue our 
e
orts to protect 
each other.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus

Inside or out, stay safe. 
Save lives.

Practice physical 
distancing, stay 
two metres apart.

2 m

Continue to wash 
hands frequently.

Get tested if you are 
worried you may have 
COVID-19, or have been 
exposed to the virus.

Wear a face covering 
when physical distancing 
is a challenge.

TO BOOK YOUR  
AD SPACE CONTACT 

• dawn@thehighlander.ca  
• rob@thehighlander.ca  
• simon@thehighlander.ca  
• or call 705-457-2900 

Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  C O T TA G E  C O U N T RY
HOME WITH COLIN + JUSTIN

IN THE  
HIGHLANDS

NEXT ISSUE:  
JULY 30.  

AD BOOKING  
DEADLINE:  
JULY 23.

In the next edition: 
• �Latest stylish 

building materials 
• �Design the  

perfect bunkie 
• �Hosting an  

outdoor party
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Canada Day photos 
Top: One of the few annual Canada Day traditions took place July 1. The Paudash Lake 
boat parade was a go last Wednesday since participants could easily social distance. 
There was a great turnout of 60 decorated boats for the 20th annual parade, which 
is held in partnership with the Paudash Lake Conservation Association. Association 
president Mike Thomas said the only thing they couldn’t do was the barbecue at the end. 
Middle: Jim and Kathy McLeod posted this photo of them celebrating Canada Day 
in Mexico. Bottom: Brent Graham responded to our call for Canada Day photos with 
pictures of Canadian flags flying patriotically a licence plate. Photos submitted.

ENJOY THE FRESH AIR AND MORE RELAXED QUALITY 
OF LIFE WHILE OPERATING A 10K SQ FT BAR /
RESTAURANT/ LIVE MUSIC VENUE

• LOT SIZE IS 181.07 X 243.38 FEET

• POSSIBILITY TO SUB DIVIDE INTO TWO 
LEASABLE UNITS

• DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL TO EXPAND 
COMMERCIAL USES

• HUGE LIQUOR LICENCE FOR 225 
INDOORS AND 55 OUTSIDE 

• BUYER TO VERIFY ALL MEASUREMENTS, 
ZONING AND PERMITTED USES

Muskoka, Gravenhurst Town
Investment opportunity

PLEASE DO NOT GO DIRECT, PLEASE DO NOT SPEAK TO STAFF, YOUR DISCRETION IS APPRECIATED.  
CONTACT THE LISTING AGENT FOR MORE INFO AND A COMPLETE OFFER PACKAGE.

A Commercial Division of RE/MAX Ultimate Realty Inc. Independently Owned and Operated
This document is not meant to solicit existing listings. (12.2002).

Your Trusted Source For Commercial, 
Hospitality & Investment Real Estate

CHIrealestate.ca 

435 Bethune Dr N, Gravenhurst, on

$10.00  net lease

MARK PARMEGIANI 
DIRECTOR OF COMMERCIAL SALES & 
LEASING /
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
C: 416.528.2799
markp@chirealestate.ca

ORI GRAD 
MANAGING DIRECTOR & BROKER
C: 416.953.3052
OriGrad@chirealestate.ca

Stunning Bonaire Golf Club 
Located on 1699 Woodrow Road, Coldwater, ON 

Beautiful and exceptionally well 
maintained 18-hole golf course 
with old-growth trees, minutes 
from the town of Coldwater in 
the heart of Simcoe County,  30+ 
annual tournaments. Licensed 
clubhouse with large deck for 
weddings and parties booked 
annually. 110.83 acres.

ENJOY THE FRESH AIR AND MORE RELAXED QUALITY 
OF LIFE WHILE OPERATING A 10K SQ FT BAR /
RESTAURANT/ LIVE MUSIC VENUE

• LOT SIZE IS 181.07 X 243.38 FEET

• POSSIBILITY TO SUB DIVIDE INTO TWO 
LEASABLE UNITS

• DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL TO EXPAND 
COMMERCIAL USES

• HUGE LIQUOR LICENCE FOR 225 
INDOORS AND 55 OUTSIDE 

• BUYER TO VERIFY ALL MEASUREMENTS, 
ZONING AND PERMITTED USES

Muskoka, Gravenhurst Town
Investment opportunity

PLEASE DO NOT GO DIRECT, PLEASE DO NOT SPEAK TO STAFF, YOUR DISCRETION IS APPRECIATED.  
CONTACT THE LISTING AGENT FOR MORE INFO AND A COMPLETE OFFER PACKAGE.

A Commercial Division of RE/MAX Ultimate Realty Inc. Independently Owned and Operated
This document is not meant to solicit existing listings. (12.2002).

Your Trusted Source For Commercial, 
Hospitality & Investment Real Estate

CHIrealestate.ca 

435 Bethune Dr N, Gravenhurst, on

$10.00  net lease

MARK PARMEGIANI 
DIRECTOR OF COMMERCIAL SALES & 
LEASING /
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
C: 416.528.2799
markp@chirealestate.ca

ORI GRAD 
MANAGING DIRECTOR & BROKER
C: 416.953.3052
OriGrad@chirealestate.ca

Mixed-Use Commercial Investment 
Located on 35 Bethune Dr. N Gravenhurst, On

Incredible investment opportunity 
in the municipality of Muskoka, 
Gravenhurst town. Enjoy the fresh 
air and more relaxed quality of life 
while operating a bar/restaurant/
live music venue. Possibility to 
subdivide. Development potential. 
1.01 Acres

CONTACT US TODAY

Barrhead Pub and Grill 
Hospitality & Small Hotel. 735198 West Back Line Rd, Grey Highlands, On

The historic Barrhead Inn is ready to 
be restored. Minutes from excellent 
golf courses, skiing, snowmobiling, 
hiking trails, & unique shops. Liquor 
license for 138 indoors & 138 
outdoors. Includes three bedroom 
apartment & four hotel rooms.
Great venue for events and weddings 
with two parking lots. 5.3 acres.

MIXED USE COMMERCIAL INVESTMENT
GORGEOUS NORLAND, 8021 hwy 35. Kawartha Lakes, On

Commercial-Residential Mix 
Property.  Five buildings on the 
property Including one residential 
and four commercial units.  Three 
apartments. Storage facility. 
Automotive garage.  Antiques store. 
Gift shop. Newly build restaurant. 
Destination retail plaza for Norland 
& region. 12.11 acres. Restaurant 
business with fry truck also for sale.

A Commercial Division of RE/MAX Ultimate Realty Inc. Independently Owned and Operated. This document is not meant to solicit existing listings. (12.2002).

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
CHIrealestate.ca

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE FOR COMMERCIAL, 
HOSPITALITY & INVESTMENT REAL ESTATE

CALL US AT 
647.347.9723

CONTACT US TODAY lease also available

CONTACT US TODAY

CONTACT US TODAY
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Highlander arts

By Joseph Quigley
When COVID-19 hit, Janice Bishop said 

she needed an outlet.
With her business, All-Season Cottage 

Rentals, sidelined, she said she wanted to 
find something to do. Despite never having 
painted, she took a shot at a new online 
class with renowned local artist Carole 
Finn.

“I needed something to keep my mind 
active and distracted from what was 
happening,” Bishop said, adding her 
creations shocked her. “(Painting) gave me 
peace – like doing yoga for the mind.”

Like many, Finn had to adapt her art 
classes to the realities of the pandemic. She 
began offering a workshop online using 
tools such as Photoshop to help guide 
painters. She said the results were strong 
and she began exhibiting works the class 
produced at her home gallery July 1.

Finn said she kept teaching a small 
number of five or six students, including 
one from British Columbia. Though social 
interaction is limited compared to in-person 
classes, Finn said the format makes for a 
more focused experience.

“You have to be willing to take the time 
to work and get it done instead of talking,” 

Finn said. 
Professional potter Barbara Joy-Peel also 

took the course and said she enjoyed what it 
taught her.

“It’s worked out well,” she said. “It 
gave a social outlet too because we were 
communicating with the rest of the class.”

Student Joanne O’Keefe has been painting 
for 10 years. She said the online classes 
were more flexible than in-person, which 
allowed her to attend. 

“The only reason it happened was because 
of Zoom,” O’Keefe said. “It was a great 
experience and I’ve become a better artist 
because of it.”

The student art exhibition will continue 
running until July 12 at Finn’s artist’s centre 
at 15 Newcastle St. in Minden, with masks 
and sanitizing required. The online classes 
are available by messaging Finn at finn@
halinet.ca.

“I have to go back to work but I will 
definitely continue to paint as a hobby 
because I continue to amaze myself with 
what I’m doing,” Bishop said. “It was just a 
really positive experience.”

“I believe creativity is in everybody,” Finn 
said. “It’s so much fun to be able to help 
people discover that they really can do it.”

Art becomes ‘yoga for the mind’ in pandemic
Top left: Artist Carole Finn sits with her laptop, which she has used to conduct online art classes throughout the pandemic. Top right: Janice Bishop stands next to a painting she 
made of her cat. She tried painting for the first time during the pandemic. Bottom left: Beth Cook paints at Finn’s gallery. Bottom right: Joanne O’Keefe stands next to a painting she 
made during the course. Photo by Joseph Quigley.
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The sun had settled behind the tree line 
and the inky lake shimmered under a 
pink-orange sunset. Two officers escorted 
Heather Mackenzie-Wilson up from the 
dock to the driveway behind her cottage, 
where a Spruce County cruiser was parked. 
Bob accompanied her, holding her hand like 
he would never let it go. His wife’s glassy-
eyed serenity had turned to shuddering tears 
as the realization of what had happened—
and what was about to happen—set in. 

Ariel and Mimi Froome agreed to stay 
with the two boys for the night and Marie 
Maladee offered to come by in the morning 
with fresh muffins and to take over 
babysitting duties. Even Sally and Nibbles 
had offered to help. Harp could see a sense 
of community forming, naturally, among 
the inhabitants of the lake.

After giving their statements to Constable 
Terry Becker, they had all hugged each 
other, exchanged a few hushed words then 
departed into the night. Well, not all.

Grace Calvert rowed away from the 
scene of the reenactment without a word 
and Detective Harry Harp noted that a 
minute later, Gill followed her. His boat 
disappeared around the Calvert point and 
Harp wondered what the old man would do, 
now that the woman who had shaped—no 
controlled—his life was dead. Would Gill 
be able to move on from that summer day 
in 1961? 

After the remaining boats had left, Becker 
walked over to Harp.

“Frank Gill and Grace Calvert both took 
off before I could get their statements,” he 
complained. “Should we go after them?”

Harp shook his head. “Tomorrow. Enough 
upheaval for one night.” 

They nodded at each other then walked 
down to the Mackenzie-Wilson dock. It was 
then that they realized the lake lay between 
them and their car. Across the glowing 
expanse of water was the boat launch where 
they had parked in the morning. Harp 
looked at his watch. After being on the lake 
for twelve, hot hours, he and Becker were 
about to leave the small community with a 
grim tally; one murder, one life destroyed 
and multiple lives changed forever. There’s 
a price for everything, he thought, even the 
truth. 

Harp said, “Let’s take Bob’s boat.” The 
Mackenzie-Wilson speedboat was parked 
next to the Froome’s outboard, which they 
would need in the morning to get home 
after a night of babysitting.

Becker said, “Or we could take the shore 
path? I’m up for a walk.” 

Harp looked appalled—and dead tired.
“Just joking,” Becker said, grinning.
A moment later, the two men motored 

through the cool night air. Harp pulled on 
his suit jacket.

“Getting some use out of that business 
suit, after all,” the constable said, his mouth 
slanting into a smile. 

“Yeah, probably not the best choice of 

attire. Didn’t realize we’d be in a boat all 
day,” Harp said then thought, I am never 
wearing this suit again.  

“What you need is a Spruce County 
dinner jacket.” As they neared the boat 
launch Becker explained the features of 
the comfortable, red and black checked 
garment. Harp smiled, not sure if the 
constable was joking or serious. But he 
was sure that he liked him. After twelve 
hours, the young man had proven himself a 
reliable, smart detective.

Becker cut the engine and let the boat 
glide up to the launch where it gently 
thudded against the dock.

Harp turned back and looked out over 
the silent lake. A wavering yellow light 
caught his eye. It glowed through the pines 
on the Calvert point. Staring at it for a 
moment, he thought about Ida Calvert and 
the violent murder that ended her life—a 
life sequestered, cut off from the world and 
from the man who loved her.

Five months later, on a snowy December 
evening Detective Harry Harp stood in 
the Spruce County grocery store’s ‘Fresh 
Vegetables’ section. He was pondering 
the difference between broccolini and 
broccoli—smaller, sure, but what else? 
Scratching the side of his face, he wondered 
which to put into the green plastic shopping 
basket he was carrying—or none at all. 

“Hello.”
Harp turned and saw Grace Calvert 

standing a few feet away from him, also 
carrying a shopping basket.

“Grace? I mean—Ms. Calvert?” Harp said 

quickly. “Doing well, I hope?” 
She smiled and cast her eyes down for a 

moment. “Yes, she said. Much better.” Then 
she looked up again. “Thankfully, there was 
no trial.” 

Harp had also greeted the news of Heather 
Mackenzie-Wilson’s guilty plea with relief. 
“Are you still living on the point?,” he 
asked then inwardly admonished himself 
for inserting the word ‘still’—a judgment. 

“No,” she said and smiled again like she 
noticed. “I sold to Marc Maladee.”

“He will have his retirement community, 
then?”

Grace nodded. Her hair was parted and 
pulled back behind her ears and she was 
wearing jeans and a fleece jacket. 

No more pine needles, Harp thought.
“No more business suit,” she said as if 

reading his mind. 
After almost half a year in Spruce County, 

Harp had adopted a more comfortable look 
and was bundled in jeans and a down-filled 
jacket. No Spruce County dinner jacket yet 
but he expected that would come in time.

She said, “The Froomes still have their 
place, last I heard. But of course, Bob sold.” 

For a moment, Harp was transported 
back to that hot day in July and to all the 
troubled people on that lake whose lives 
were knotted together tighter than a noose.

Harry Harp and Grace Calvert stepped to 
the side of the aisle to let a woman pass. 
She was pushing a shopping cart full of 
groceries, a baby and a small child, who 
clung to the front of the cart, catching a 
free ride. Harp was reminded of Heather 

Mackenzie-Wilson and felt a sudden 
sadness. 

Grace exchanged a smile with the woman 
then she and Harp stepped back into the 
aisle.

“So—how’s Frank Gill getting on?” Harp 
asked.

Grace’s forehead creased and she said, 
“He passed away a couple of months after 
my mother’s death.” She shook her head 
and sighed. “I think he died of a broken 
heart.”

The secret that Gill was Grace’s father 
went to the grave, Harp thought, wishing he 
could strike it from his own memory, too.

“After my mother, he’s the person I’ve 
known the longest,” she said, then added 
brightly. “But I’m meeting new people. 
I’m working at the bookstore.” Her eyes 
lingered on Harp then she looked away.

He asked where she was living now that 
the cottage was sold and she told him 
she had an apartment in town, above the 
gift shop. Harp said that he rented a little 
house—also in town. 

She smiled at the news. “Well, I’m sure 
I’ll see you around,” she said then waved 
and walked away.

The detective watched her move past other 
shoppers until she disappeared around a 
corner. Returning his gaze to the modest 
array of vegetables, he pulled his mind 
back to food shopping. Broccoli versus 
broccolini? He swiftly grabbed a bunch of 
both and walked on, firmly convinced that 
relocating to Spruce County had been the 
right move, after all. 

Harp on the Water
Chapter 8: Night and Day

Editor’s note: This is the eighth and final installment of a series entitled Harp on the Water. It’s written by Hope Thompson, who lives in Algonquin Highlands. 
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Fully Insured and 
Licensed for 

Scissor Lift/Skyjack

E mail: info@daggspainting.com

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certi� ed Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

FIREWOOD
Cut, Hand Split, Delivered $350/single bush cord  

Multiple Cord Rates $325
Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

Call Brian 705-930-7198

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$325 per Bush Delivered

Decks

Deck installation & cleaning, plus painting 
& staining for your home or cottage. 

Quality & Reliability

705-455-2818
jpgdecks@bell.net

HOME & COTTAGE

Exploring the Back 

Country

by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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SOLUTIONS FOR JULY 9

Retaining walls, grading driveways, 
tree removal, moving topsoil, gravel, 

fi ll. Cleanup a breeze. 
Call Jack  705-457-8939 | 705-457-0811 

Man & 
Machine 
For Hire

FIREWOOD

Dr. B. Mason
Chiropractor

3398 Gelert Rd., Minden, Ont.
705-286-4350

HEALTH & WELLNESS

LINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT • MINDEN

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL

FAMILY 

CAS MATTERS 

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street, 
2nd Floor - Box 648, 
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

BRET’S FLOORING INSTALLATION

We install hardwood, laminate, vinyl and ceramics.  Professional 
reliable service. WSIB compliant and fully insured 

Call Bret 705-447-2324 or bretislav_brixi@msn.com

Serving Haliburton Highlands Since 1989

l(AWARTHA MONUMENTS 

Monument Sales 
Restoration & Cleaning 

Area Sales Representative 

8 Dwaine Lloyd 

cJ) 
(705) 457 9209
(705)4543913

<llll kawarthamonuments.com 

e 2520 Chemong Rd. Peterborough 

f.Kawartha 'mMonuments

FUNERAL SERVICESLAWYER

We do it right! Free Estimates
705-457-8784 – Sustainable-Earth.ca

Professional Lawn 
cutting
Garden installations 
& maintenance
Brush Clearing

Landscaping 
and property 
maintenance
...and so 
much more!

SNOWPLOWING
FIRST PLOW IS FREE 
IF YOU BOOK IN JULY!

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

We Build 
World-Class Homes…
and We’re Just
Down the Road

www.confederationloghomes.com.

Men's X-Ctry. 26" CCM Bike (21 speed, dual 
suspension, aluminum frame) with helmet - $150; 
Automotive 3-ton floor jack - $25;  Electric Leaf 
Blower - $50;  Electric Pressure Washer - $50; 
Pruning Pole - $10; Drill Press - $10; Step Ladder (3 
step) - $20.  Call 705-457-5315

Harley Davidson Sportster 1200 '97 MODEL XL 1 
EUC beautiful with lots of shiny chrome! Wizard 
paint with matching helmet, custom made rims, 
dream weaver air, new HD saddle, new 1 up seat, new 
2 up seat, battery tender, stroker kit, cover, 40,000 km 
$7,495 Walt 705-286-2900 

BIRTHDAY

BALL  STRIKE OUT

GUEST

HOME
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 8 97

to That Guy
 “Your Special Friend”

 I will always go to bat for you! 

JULY 6

FOR SALE
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Ideal for real estate/mortgage  
office or business seeking excellent street exposure. 
Parking available. Call 705-457-2900 to view.

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT

Highlander classifieds
FOR SALE

The Township of Algonquin Highlands is seeking 
sealed bids from qualifi ed, experienced trades to 
renovate the Stanhope Library as per the design, 
to achieve accessibility to the building entrance, 

basement and upper fl oor. 

Closing date: July 28, 2020 at 2:00pm 

Tender and submission documents can be found at 
www.algonquinhighlands.ca 

For further information contact: 
Adam Thorn, Operations Manager 
Township of Algonquin Highlands 

705-489-2379

Township of Algonquin Highlands 

CALL FOR TENDER
PWT-02-20

HELP WANTED

We are looking for responsible, 
hardworking, dedicated employees for 
general construction work. Must have 

own transportation to Haliburton.

Full-time (44 hours/week) or summer 
labour available. Wages dependent on 

experience. Bene� ts available.

Please send application to 
derek@beachli.ca

CONSTRUCT ION

DEREK
BEACHLI

CONSTRUCT ION

DEREK
BEACHLI

Primary Care Nurse Practitioner – 1.0 FTE 
(37.5 hours per week)

The Haliburton Highlands Family Health Team is 
a primary health care corporation dedicated to 
improving the health of the residents of Haliburton 
County.  We are looking for an innovative, skilled, 
client-centered, team player to fulfi l the role of 1.0 
FTE Nurse Practitioner.  

The 1.0 FTE Nurse Practitioner will provide care to 
rostered patients of the Haliburton Highlands Family 
Health Organization, including, but not limited to; 
acute/episodic, periodic health exams, procedures, 
preventive (cancer screening). The 1.0 FTE Nurse 
Practitioner will also provide geriatric care of our 
senior population through treatment of physical, 
emotional, cognitive, and social needs (certifi cation 
in gerontology not required, but interest and proven 
skills in the fi eld would be considered an asset).  
Salary will commensurate with qualifi cations and 
experience. We also offer a comprehensive benefi ts 
package.

Submit an application and a detailed resume before 
5:00 pm on July 17, 2020 to:

Kimberley Robinson
Haliburton Highlands Family Health Team
Box 459, Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0
admin@hhfht.com. Fax: 705-457-3955

We thank all who apply, but only those granted 
an interview will be contacted.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	

The	Minden	Medical	Centre	is	seeking	a	full-time	Registered	Practical	Nurse.		The	successful	candidate	must	
have	excellent	organizational	skills	and	be	able	to	work	in	a	fast	paced	environment.		Previous	experience	
working	in	a	primary	care	medical	clinic	will	be	considered	an	asset.		Extended	health	benefits	available.	

Please	forward	a	cover	letter	and	resume	to	the	email	address	below:	

admin@hhfht.com	
Attention:	Kimberley	Robinson,	Executive	Director/Office	Manager	

	
Deadline	for	applications	is	June	30,	2020.		Only	those	selected	for	an	interview	will	be	contacted.	

	

	

	

	

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!  GARDEN LABOURER

PLEASE CONTACT SAFONDA AT 705-455-SOIL (7645)
OR EMAIL: SOFONDOFLANDSCAPING@GMAIL.COM

•  Full time position from 
May to November 

•  Must be able to work 
outdoors in all weather 
conditions.

•  Attention to detail. 

• Willing to learn. 
•  No experience 

necessary, will train.
•      Business is Expanding! 

Huge opportunity 
to grow!

OBITUARIES

SELF-CONTAINED STORAGE UNITS  
FOR RENT 12' X 20' LOCATED ON INDUSTRIAL 

PARK ROAD. CALL  705-457-1224

Carpenters & Labourers 

WE BUILD CUSTOM HOMES 
AND COTTAGES AND 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS IN 
THE HALIBURTON HIGHLANDS

WE OFFER:
•Year-round employment
•Competitive wages
• The possibility of completing an 

apprenticeship 
• A hard-working and fun team dynamic

In Loving Memory of   

Craig Saunders
It is with profound sadness that we announce 
the passing of Godfrey Craig Saunders on 
July 1, 2020 in his 57th year. Best friend and 
husband of Melissa Stephens, loving son of 
Marie and Godfrey (deceased) Saunders and 
dear brother of Sean (Helen) and Lori (Jason 
Martin). Lovingly remembered by his sister-in- 
law Janie Ward Sampson, nieces and nephews 
Emily, Patrick, Hannah, Emma, Jacob and Todd. 

Also, he is fondly remembered by many aunts, uncles and cousins. Craig will be 
remembered for his love of music, art, theatre and of course sports. He was an avid 
reader and enjoyed the occasional “discussion” about politics.

Special thanks to Dr. Michael Armstrong and the sta�  of the Haliburton Family 
Medical Clinic, the Peterborough Regional Health Centre and Toronto Western 
Hospital. You have all played a special role in Craig’s care over the last 15 years.

A Celebration of Craig’s Life and reception will be held when we can all gather 
together again.

As an expression of sympathy, donations to the Heart and Stroke Foundation (on-
line only) or to the Haliburton Highlands Secondary 
School Craig Saunders Memorial Bursary and can be 
done through e-transfer at hhssscholarship@gmail.com 
or by cheque mailed to the Gordon A. Monk Funeral 
Home Ltd., P.O. Box 427, Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0.

 

www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

1 bedroom apartment located in downtown 
Haliburton. $800 utilities included. 705-457-8473.

House for rent 1,350 sq ft open concept, pine 
cathedral ceilings, loads of windows, 2 bedrooms 
2 bathrooms with walk-in showers, laundry suite, 
superb kitchen, private and within town of Minden, 
$1,875/mth plus eco-friendly utilities 
rentalsminden@gmail.com

CONVENIENT & AFFORDABLE storage 
container rentals located just outside of town. 
Self serve units are 8' x 20' are accessible 
24/7. Rental fees start at $150/month. Limited 
quantity available Call 705-457-9558

NOTICE

FOR RENT

In 2021 Tekrider will celebrate its 25th Birthday right here in 
Haliburton County
Our signature product has been the renowned  PPE TekVest 
used by snowmobilers and dirt bike riders around the globe 
since 1996
In March 2020 we pivoted from Powersports PPE to Medical 
PPE,. in just 2 weeks
Health Canada granted Tekrider a  MDEL manufacturing 
license 3 weeks ago.
We need enthusiastic individuals to join our motivated team.
Immediate openings for : 
•  In house Industrial Sewing Machine Operators ( $15 - $26 

per hour depending on experience – training available)
•  Production workers ($15 - $20 per hour depending on expe-

rience) : Clicker Press, Quality Control, Sublimation pressing
• Production - based bonus plan
•  Looking for inside Sales Experts familiar with all things online
Our current day shift is a fl exible 8 hour format with staggered 
starting times as early as 7am
Our new “afternoon” shift is Monday to Friday 3:00 pm – 9 pm 
Our new Saturday shift is  9:00am  – 3:30 pm.  .
We are deemed essential service by the government and all 
new team members must have a COVID test prior to joining the 
company. We can arrange testing.
Health Benefi ts are offered after 3 month probation
Please email your resume to sales@tekrider.com with Job title  
in the Title line.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Learn more about us at tekrider.ca or 
on FB at Tekrider-tekvest

S I N C E  1 9 9 6

DRIVERS - part time or full time - 
needed for Hyland Taxi. G License 
for taxi is required. B, C or F 
License required for 11 passenger 
van and bus. Call 705-457-9898.
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Highlander advisories
JULY 14-17
9 a.m. – 12 p.m Lil’ Buds Discovery 
Program for children ages 5-6 years. 
Contact Irene Heaven Irene@
abbeygardens.ca or call 705-754-4769
JULY 20 
1 p.m. Social Media Overview: Arts Council 
Members Zoom Webinar presented by 
Thom Lambert, Tourism Coordinator and 
Amanda Virtanen, Director of Tourism. 
Learn some basic tips and tricks specifi c 
to Facebook and Instagram.  Register 
in advance for this webinar: https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
ignzOiTRSvKcWyTBTOOkBg
JULY 28-31
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. Outdoor Kids Discovery 
Program for children ages 7 – 10 
years. Contact Irene Heaven Irene@
abbeygardens.ca or call 705-754-4769
AUGUST 4–7
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. Outdoor Kids Discovery 
Program for children ages 7 – 10 
years. Contact Irene Heaven Irene@
abbeygardens.ca or call 705-754-4769
AUGUST 11–14
Taking the Reins Program 12 p.m. – 
4 p.m. daily for children ages 11-14 
years. Contact Irene Heaven Irene@
abbeygardens.ca or call 705-754-4769
AUGUST 17
2nd  Annual Abbey Gardens Golf 
Tournament. The Organizing Committee 
will modify our tournament to be sure 
that our participants are able to follow all 
current government regulations and social 
distancing rules. Contact janis@parkerpad.
com or heather@abbeygardens.ca
AUGUST 18–21
Lil’ Buds Discovery Program – ages 5-6 
years old from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Contact 
Irene Heaven Irene@abbeygardens.ca or 
call 705-754-4769
AUGUST 22
Dinner and Concert at Abbey Gardens 
Featuring John McDermott, Jason Fowler 
and Mark Lalama. The Organizing 
Committee will provide an environment 
that allows participants to enjoy the concert 
while following all current government 
regulations and social distancing rules. 
Contact Janis Parker (janis@parkerpad.
com), Brenda Smith (b59smith@yahoo.
ca), Barb Bolin (bolin.barb@gmail.
com), Marianne Fenninger (marianne.
fenninger@gmail.com)

WHAT’S ON
Lacey’s Hair Design Open Monday and 
Tuesday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Thursday and Friday 
2 p.m.- 8 p.m. By Appointment Only 705-457-
9888
Daisy’s Dockside Patio at Bonnieview Inn 
Open daily 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
bonnieviewinn.com. 705-457-2350.
Shepherd Environmental Services Open 
705-454-3744.
The Minden Experience Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 705-306-9936.
Hyland Taxi Sunday-Thursday 7 a.m. – 10 
p.m. and Friday - Saturday 7 a.m. – 12 a.m. If 
transportation is needed outside these hours, 
arrangements must be made the day before by 
calling 705-457-1777.
Bernstein’s General Store Open Monday to 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.. Call FedEx drop offs 
and FedEx pickups – during Bernstein’s hours 
listed here.
John Lennard Studio Open by appointment. 
705-286-3037. johnlennardart.com
Joe’s Custom Signs Open. joescustomsigns.
com
Gord Ryckman Heating Open. 705-286-6216.
Daniel E. Electrical Contracting Open. 705-
754-5698.
Lakeview Motel Open with restrictions. 705-
457-1027. lakeviewhaliburton.ca.
Transat Travel Open Monday-Friday 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Call 705-457-3290 for an appointment. 
Linda.coneybeare@transat.com or pcc22ha@
transat.com or 705-457-3290.
Century 21 Granite Realty Group Open. Call 
705-457-2147 (Haliburton) or 705-286-2138 
(Minden) or email info@century21granite.com
Molly’s Bistro Bakery Open 7 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Wednesday - Sunday. Call ahead for order. 
705-268-6988.
Pet Valu Open Monday – Wednesday 9 a.m. - 
6 p,m, Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. and 
Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Lockside Trading Company Open Monday-
Saturday 10 a.m. -5 p.m and Sunday 11a.m.- 4 
p.m. Online shopping, curbside pick-up, 
shipping, deliveries, or appointments. lockside.
com. shop@lockside.com. 1-888-714-0484.
Country Magic Open Tuesday – Saturday 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. 705-286-1567.
Aprons & Soaps Open at 2064 County Rd 21 
Tues – Fri 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Sat by chance or 
appointment. 705-457-1333. apronsandsoaps.
com.
Dr. Benoit Open. Call 705-457-1400.
Lebo Law Open. Remote videoconferencing 
available. Call or email for appointments. 705-
455-6355. offi ce@lebolaw.ca.
Subway Minden/Haliburton. Open 7 a.m. - 10 
p.m.
Maple Avenue Tap & Grill Open for take-out 
Wednesday and Thursday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. – 8 p.m., Sunday 
11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 705-457-1100.
Soyers Lake Plumbing Open 705-306-9480. 
soyerslakeplumbing@gmail.com. 
Re/Max Professionals North Open. All 
precautions being met through strict Covid-19 
guidelines. 705-457-1011.
Into the Blue Bakery Open at Eagle Lake 
Country Market. Thurs, Sat, Sun 12 p.m. – 6 
p.m. Friday 12 p.m. – 9 p.m. 705-854-2662. 
intothebluebakery.square.site.
Abbey Gardens Open Tues-Sat 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m.
The Cookhouse Restaurant – Haliburton 
Forest Open for takeout and some groceries. 
Order by calling 705-754-1729. Menu at 
haliburtonforest.com/amenities.
Haliburton Forest Open for gas and propane 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 8 a m. – 5 p.m. 
Trails open for day use hiking, biking, running. 
Buy pass at haliburtonforest.com.
Master’s Book Store Open. Continuing 
with curbside pickup. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
705-457-2223, mastersbook@bellnet.ca, 
mastersbookstore.ca.
South Algonquin Dinner Open for take-out 
daily from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 705-448-1168. 

Walkers Heating & Cooling Systems Open 
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. for phone and email inquiries. 
No walk-in appointments. walkershvac.com. For 
emergency service, call 705-457-2375
Russell Red Records Open for curbside 
pickup and free Haliburton delivery Thursday – 
Sunday. russellredrecords.ca.
Hilary’s Trim’n Floor Open Monday-Friday 
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Saturday 8 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
curb-side pickup and delivery available 705-
448-3394.
Minden 50s Diner Open for patio and takeout 
7 days a week.  8 a.m. – 6 p.m. 705-286-2626.
Louie’s Car Care & Detail Centre Open. 705-
455-3691.
Rebel Elixir Coffee Roastery oliver@web.net 
to order and arrange curbside pick-up.
Canadian Tire Open.
Buckley Electric Open. buckleyelectric.com
Kegel Heating & Cooling Fully operational. 
705-341-9170. kegelheatingandcooling.ca.
Castle Antiques and Cafe Open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. for 
curb-side pick-up. 705-457-1155.
Emmerson Castle Building Centre Open 
Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sunday 8 
a.m. – 5 p.m. 
The Country Bakery Open Friday – Sunday 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m.
Minden Electric Open 705-286-2946. 8 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. 
Baked and Battered Open for takeout. 
bakedandbattered.com. 705-457-BAKE.
W. Everitt’s Enterprises Limited Open by 
appointment only Monday – Friday 9 a.m – 4 
p.m. Call 705-754-9074. Norley Pit Open by 
appointment only Monday – Friday 9 a.m – 4 
p.m. Call 705-854-1648.
Total Site Services Open 705-457-9558. 
totalsiteservices.ca.
Casey’s Water Well & Geothermal, Inc. 
Open. 705-457-9558. caseyswaterwell.ca.
Rodco Enterprise Open. 705-457-1224. 
rodcoen.com
Minden Haliburton Hearing Service Open by 
appointment only. 705-286-6001.
Highlands Storage Open. Limited onsite 
offi ce hours. Call 705-489-3925, or email info@
highlands-storage.com or highlands-storage.
com.
The Hot Shop Open for bike repairs. Call 705-
448-9522.
Mill Pond Restaurant Open for take-out from 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
The Pepper Mill Steak & Pasta House Open 
for take-out Wed – Sun 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. Call 
705-489-1939. Menu at thepeppermill.ca.
Stoughton Electric Open. 705-447-2211 
jason@stoughtonseptic.ca
McFadden’s Meat Market Open.
Soloway’s Outlet Delivers to homes with 
Purolator. 705-448-1007. streetmeattoronto.
com.
Glecoff’s Family Store Open Monday - 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Curb-side pick-up, 
delivery, or in-store with social distancing. 
705-457-2715.
Wintergreen Maple Syrup and Pancake 
Barn Maple syrup and preserves 
available by appointment. 705-286-3202. 
wintergreenmapleproducts.com.
Highland Timber Mart Open Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sunday 
closed. Gooderham 705-457-2012, Harcourt 
705-448-2268.
Garbutt Disposal Still accepting construction 
waste. 705-286-1843.
Minden Animal Hospital Open Monday – 
Friday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Call 705-286-2919 to 
pre-book your appointment.
Cordell Carpet In-store traffi c by appointment 
only. Open for curb side pick-up with 24 hour 
notice. Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. and 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 705-457-2022. 
cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca.
Paws at Killara Station Open for doggy day 
care and care with conditions. Call 705-854-
0055 or email info@killarastation.com.

Fresh at Killara Station Pre-order your eggs 
and chicks. Call 705-854-0055 and pay online 
or honesty box.
John Fountain Electronics Open by 
appointment only. Call 705-286-2536.
County Automotive Open for repair only. 
Drop off only. Call 705-457-1411 or email 
countyautomotive@hotmail.com.
Generator Solutions Temporarily closed 
to public but staff still available at monica@
generatorsolutions.ca or telephone 705-286-
1003 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday - Friday.
Sunny Rock Bed and Breakfast Taking 
reservations. 705-286-4922, sunnyrockbb.ca.
Edilicious Teamed up with Nourished to offer 
a falafel meal deal on Saturdays. Delivery 
available. Contact Nourished at 705-775-0525 
to order.
Step of Grace Conditioning Studio Open 
with on-line training. Call 705-457-6749 or 416-
707-1966.
McKee Security Open. Call 705-457-2156.
Northern HVAC. Open. northernhvacco.ca. 
705-489-2001.
Royal Lepage Trillium Team Working from 
home and checking phone messages and 
emails regularly. trilliumteam.ca.
Haliburton Dance Academy Livestream 
classes. info@haliburtondanceacademy.com.
Minden Subaru Open by appointment only. 
Service: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday. 
Sales: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 705-286-6126.
County Sign & Display Closed to walk-in 
traffi c. countysign@interhop.net. 705-286-6650.
Haliburton Legion Closed. Contact offi ce 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 705-
457-2571.
Up River Trading Co. Open from 8:30 a.m.
Tails and Trails Open with regular hours. Call 
705- 935-8245.
Highlands Medical Supplies Available to take 
your orders by phone or email. Pre-paid orders 
can be delivered or via “Pick-Up Box”. Call 
705-457-9355 (Mon - Fri 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.), info@
highlandsmedicalsupplies.com. Weekend/after 
hours: 705-455-2705 (urgent only.)
Hawk River Construction Open for business 
but closed to public.
The Pregnancy Care & Family Support 
Centre Open by appointment. 705-457-4673 
West G Pizza & Grill Open for take-out and 
delivery after 4 p.m. 705-754-9141. 
Abbey Gardens Food Hub Open for retail 
shopping and take-out food only. Pre-
orders welcome by calling 705-754-4769 or 
abbeygardens.ca/shop-online.
AM/PM Outdoor Gourmet Special takeout 
menu. Open 6 days a week. Call 613-876-4639 
or email amanda@ampmoutdoorgourmet.com. 
ampmoutdoorgourmet.square.site.
John E. Francis Fuels Offi ce closed but 
operating business as usual by phone or email. 
Invoices will be mailed or emailed, not delivered 
by drivers.
McKeck’s Open. Mon-Sat from 12-7 p.m. Menu 
at mckecks.ca/menu. Call 705-457-3443.
Hudson Henderson Insurance Brokers 
Open for appointments not walk-ins from 
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
WRD Cottage Rental Agency Open as usual 
but working remotely. Call 705-457-9434 or 
email to fran@ontariocottagerental.com.
Pine Grove Point 4445 Elephant Lake Road, 
Harcourt. Open Sun - Thurs 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Fri - Sat 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. Variety Store open for 
essential needs and the Pizza & Snack Shack 
open for take-out orders.
Riverview Furniture Open. Monday – 
Saturday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Sunday 10:30 a.m. – 
3:30 p.m. 705-286-3167. riverview-furniture.com
Nourished Offers healthy, delicious, fresh and 
frozen food options. Wed - Sat 11:30 a.m. - 3 
p.m. for takeout/delivery. 705-306-0526.
The Beer Store Closing at 7 on Fridays. 
Stamp Carpet & Duct Cleaning Open. 705-
457-4715. 705-306-0704.

COVID-19 LOCAL BUSINESS ADJUSTMENTS & CLOSURES

HAVE AN UPCOMING EVENT?
Contact admin@thehighlander.ca
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Exploring the Back 

Country

by Barbara Olson
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Across

1 "... the ___ side of a barn"

6 Woody Allen-type worry

11 ___-Magnon Man

14 Meet with the old class, say

15 Canadian poet Crozier

16 Chick chicken?

17 Follow, as advice

18 Broadway booklets

20 Took care of

21 Chatted on Facebook, for short

22 Paté de ___ gras

23 Ideal for a postcard

27 "Finally finished!"

28 "Whose woods these ___ think 

...": Frost

29 Water, chemically

31 Strands in a lab?

33 Suit, deservedly

37 Big word for a 50-something

42 Pull a chair up to

43 Brown who played Molly on 

"The Beachcombers"

44 I.C.U. workers

45 Chills in the air

48 Russian, in French

51 Green morsel in salsa

56 Part of a fairy tale beginning

57 U.K.'s Luftwaffe foe

58 ___ Good Feelings (1820s period)

60 What a moneybags has

63 ___ hole in (erodes)

64 Kung ___ chicken (stir-fry dish)

65 Be hospitable at the door

66 Losing propositions?

67 Nos. in an obit

68 Hard type of question for a 

waffler

69 "Blame It ___" (Michael Caine 

film)

Down

1 "Training" lingerie, maybe

2 Headlines wrap-up

3 "Quit hemming and hawing!"

4 Amount to "kick it up"

5 Signify

6 Hurdle for Hannibal

7 "Scout's honour!"

8 Pop's pop, to a tot

9 "Justice League" director Zack

10 Indenting key

11 Allison Mack's "Smallville" role

12 Dig find

13 Get-go

19 Less locked-in

24 Language of Pakistan

25 Sofer of "Melrose Place"

26 Sitcom starring a country singer

29 Main office: Abbr.

30 "You got it, Yves"

32 Growing industry?: Abbr.

34 Sword swallower's cohort, 

maybe

35 Country singer Tyson

36 Communities: Abbr.

38 Part of a "Hey Jude" refrain

39 Narrow canal cleaner

40 Wyatt of the old West

41 Nuremberg "new"

46 Leaf through, as a contract

47 Lunchbox items for recess

49 Sporty swimwear brand

50 Not quite fracture

51 Jacked up on joe, maybe

52 "... partridge in ___ tree"

53 Symbols on hockey boards, say

54 Next ___

55 Swiss hash browns

59 Africa's Burkina ___

61 Canadian retailer, with "the"

62 Prefix with Cat or Cone

CROSSWORD 
sponsored by Ken** Barry

KEN BARRY, Broker
705-754-5280 - ken@kenbarry.com           

Out Standing in his Field
143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!NOW REOPENED!



• 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 3700 Sq.Ft. Custom Built Home
• Short Walk to Sir Sam’s Ski & Bike/Sir Sam’s Inn & Spa
• Att. Dbl. Garage, Large Shed, Extensive Recent   
 Renovations

$1,500,000       EAGLE LAKE 

www.royallepagelakesofhaliburton.ca

Minden 
705-286-1234

Kinmount 
705-488-3060

Haliburton 
705-457-2414

TEAM

  *Sales Representative(s)   ** Broker of Record  **CRA

 TRILLIUMTEAM.CA
For more listings, visit

• 3 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom Viceroy Style O�  Grid Cottage
• 6.06 Acres, 500 Feet River Frontage, Level Lot
• Cathedral Ceilings, Floor to Ceiling Windows

$169,900        IRONDALE RIVER

“The empathy and 
professional support 

exhibited by the 
Trillium Team was 
outstanding. Thank 
you for being there 

every step of the 
way. My Haliburton 

County realtors 
for life!!!”

 – Chalene McLean

705-457-2414 ext 27

    LAKES 
HALIBURTON

of
Brokerage Independently Owned & Operated

Anthony 
vanLieshout** 

Marcia 
Bell*

Chris 
James*

Erin 
Nicholls*

Chris 
Smolarz*

MEET THE

For Up To Date Haliburton 
County Statistics

Visit MarketStats.ca
• Spectacular setting with 248 feet of waterfront and 1.6 acres
• Full sunset exposure. Whispering pines. Fabulous breezes. 
• Well-built 3 bedroom, 2-bath home or cottage
• Exudes pride of ownership
• Finished Bunkie included

KOSHLONG LAKE BEAUTY - $949,000

• 3 Bedroom Open Concept Cottage with Bunkie
• 202 Ft Frontage on Clean “Weed Free” Deep water
• Grandfathered Building Location Close to Waters Edge

$749,900             GULL LAKE   

• 2 Bedroom, O�  the Grid, Private Cottage Retreat
• 44 Acre Lot, Trails � roughout, Logging Potential
• Covered Porch, Cathedral Ceilings

$238,500     HIGHWAY 118      
• 2 Bedroom, 2.5 Bathroom Condo in Gated   
 Community
• 2,280 Sq.Ft. Luxury Living Space with 2 Fireplaces
• Attached Double Garage, Premium “Pond” Lot

$600,000         SILVER BEACH
• 3+1 Bedroom, 2 Bath Cottage With 12’ x 16’   
 Guest Cabin
• Double Lot With 455 Feet Frontage, 1.93 Acres
• Includes Shares in 88 Acre Backland for Extra Privacy

$569,900     MINNICOCK LAKE

• Unique year round chalet on the Burnt River.  
• Short paddle to 3 Brothers Waterfalls. 
• Spectacular 4.59 acre setting feels bigger than it is.  
• Next to Rail Trail
• 2.5 bathrooms, 3 bedrooms
• Double garage with 10’ ceilings

BURNT RIVER - $649,000

STEVE BRAND* 
705-488-3060
cell/text 416-271-6844 • steve@stevebrand.ca

CATHY BAIN* 
705-457-2414 ext.44
Cell: 705-854-1553 • cathybain@live.ca

• 555 �  of OWNED shoreline on Salerno Lake
• 3.273 acres – fabulous lot – very private
• Historic dock in wonderful condition
• Original cottage built in the 40’s

SALERNO LAKE - $575,000

MARGIE PRESTWICH* 
705-286-1234 ext.223
Cell: 705-306-0491 • margieprestwich@live.ca

While you are staying safe at 
home, please feel free to call me to 
discuss your real estate needs.

Di�  cult Roads lead to 
Beautiful Destinations

VACANT LOTS
• $649,900 – Hwy 118 and 35,    
 Commercial Lot, Endless Possibilities
• $374,900 – Percy Lake, 130 Ft Fr., 0.67   
 Ac, Sand Shoreline
• $299,999 – Kashagawigamog Lake, 184   
 Ft Fr, 0.75 Ac
• $139,900 – Long Lake WAO, 125 Ft Fr.,   
 0.93 Acres
• $109,900 – Hwy 118, Double Lot, 722 Ft Fr.,   
 9.44 Ac 
• $59,900 – Hwy 118, 361 Ft Fr., 4.08 Ac.   
 Adj. Lot Also For Sale
• $59,900 – Hwy 118, 361 Ft Fr., 5.36 Ac.   
 Adj. Lot Also For Sale

• 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1344 Sq Ft Viceroy Cottage
• 1.44 Acres, 362 Ft Frontage, Sand/Gravel Shoreline
• Year Round Access, Ample Parking, Expansive Views

$699,900            PERCY LAKESO
LD!


