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By Joseph Quigley  
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Warden Liz Danielsen said she welcomes 
a provincial tax credit for tourists aimed at 
making 2021 the “year of the staycation.”

The provincial government announced 
the credit in its budget Nov. 5. Although 

details have yet to be released, it will 
provide Ontarians with up to 20 per cent 
of eligible tourism expenses within the 
province. Ontario also announced a $100 
million community building fund to support 
tourism, culture and sports organizations 
facing significant pressures in the 
pandemic.

Danielsen said the support is a positive 
development given the County’s 
dependence on tourism.

“The province’s commitment to invest 
in tourism, culture and sport is extremely 
welcome,” she said. “While we still await 
funding promised by the province for 
(Ontario Highlands Tourism Organization) 

to assist tourism operators with the losses 
they have seen this year, further investment 
will be welcomed and is needed to 
assist them through this ongoing crisis.”

OHTO expected the province to make 
a $1.4 million funding announcement for 
the region in July, but that was suddenly 
postponed and has yet to be announced. 

Veteran Kamal Sethi and his wife, Aruna Sethi, during the Remembrance Day ceremony in Minden Nov. 11. See more photos in next week’s Highlander. Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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everythingicf.ca • info@everythingicf.ca
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• 1.866.383.9663

Continued from page 1

The Tourism Industry Association 
of Ontario (TIAO) welcomed the 
provincial budget, noting the tax 
credit was a key pillar in its budget 
consultation process recommendations. 

“This will (help) businesses stay 
competitive in the most dynamic 
industry in the world and safeguard the 
livelihoods of hundreds of thousands 
of Ontarians. This is an important first 
step to ensuring tourism is an integral 
part of our province’s economic 
recovery,” TIAO president and CEO 
Beth Potter said. 

The provincial budget is also allotting 

business support. Municipalities will 
now be allowed to cut property tax for 
small businesses, with the province to 
consider matching those reductions.

But Danielsen said that is a “double-
edged sword.”

“Allowing a property tax reduction 
to support small business during these 
difficult times sounds wonderful,” 
she said. “But the rest of the tax base 
(being all ratepayers) would have the 
burden of covering the shortfall.”

She also offered praise for education 
tax rate reductions. The province 
has committed to reducing business 
education tax rates for 94 per cent of 
all business properties in Ontario, to a 

rate of 0.88 per cent.
“We have been fortunate that the 

percentages for our education tax 
rates have remained stable over the 
last few years, but a reduction will 
definitely help municipalities and our 
ratepayers,” she said.

Danielsen said budgeting is 
challenging at all levels of government 
this year, but many aspects of 
the provincial budget work in the 
municipality’s favour.

“I am pleased to see so much 
emphasis placed on municipalities 
to help meet the challenges coming 
from the pandemic and assist in our 
collective recovery.”

Businesses getting property tax support
Participants in a past tourism summit. File photo.
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 YOUR HEARING IS IMPORTANT
STEP #1: Get your baseline Our testing is FREE

STEP #2: Is there a medical solution?

STEP #3: Will amplifi cation help? FREE 30 day trial
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Ask us about Starkey's award winning technology!
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Make 
a Wise 
Choice. PROFESSIONALS NORTH

BROKERAGE Independently Owned and Operated

• Unique home on Mountain Street, maintenance free 
lot, minutes to Haliburton

• Newer open kitchen with lots of cabinets

• 2 bedrooms, approx 1200 sq.ft of living space
• Lots & lots of recent upgrades - windows, insulation, 

wiring, furnace, roof, siding. 

MOUNTAIN ST. $279,000

SOLD!

• Great starter or Investment

• Large eat-in kitchen

• Separate living room/ 2 bedrooms

• Family room + laundry on lower level

MINDEN VALUE $229,900

• 2 bedrooms
• 2 Washrooms
• Private corner lot

• Open Concept
• Needs some TLC 
• 3 season sunroom with pine trim

HUNTER CREEK $159,000

• Surrounded by over 3000 acres of Crown land on 
dead-end road

• 2 storey, 3 bedrooms, 3 washrooms

• Master bedroom with ensuite
• Lots of recent renovations

100 ACRES PRIVATE $590,000

NEW

By Lisa Gervais
Peterborough-based philanthropists, 
David and Patricia Morton of the Morton 
Foundation, have made a $50,000 donation 
to the YWCA Haliburton County.

The YWCA made the announcement Nov. 
5.

In a press release, Patricia Morton said, 
“we are inspired by the courage of isolated 
and vulnerable women who are struggling 
to survive and escape from abuse and 
violence, and to build a better life for 
themselves and their children.” 

She added, “we greatly hope that our 
donation will encourage others to help to 
support them and the dedicated and great 
work of the Peterborough Haliburton 
YWCA.”

The YWCA’s Ria Nicholson said the 
support comes at a critical time and they are 
“incredibly” thankful.

She said the need for safety and 
specialized supports that address violence 
against women has increased steadily 
since the initial lockdown this past spring, 
particularly in rural areas. 

“YWCA Peterborough Haliburton’s 
clinical therapist and transition support 
workers, who continue to work remotely by 
phone, text and email, are seeing between 
five and 10 new women per week reaching 
out for support,” Nicholson said.

YWCA executive director, Kim Dolan, 
added “recent trends in the County, 
with more cottagers opting to stay in the 
area, have resulted in an increase in calls to 
our Haliburton County services for 
information, support, and safety planning. 
We expect this to continue as the reports of 
abuse are more serious and complex given 
the heightened stressors brought on by the 
pandemic.”

YWCA outreach programming in 
Haliburton County offers clinical therapy 
and counselling, risk assessment and safety 
planning, systems navigation and referral, 
emergency client transportation, court 
accompaniment, and more.

The YWCA Women’s Centre of 
Haliburton County provides a home base 
for three part-time transition support 
workers, one full-time clinical therapist, 
an office coordinator, and an independent 
family law lawyer. 

Members of the community who wish 
to donate, or find ways of supporting 
YWCA crisis and support services, are 
encouraged to contact Nicholson directly 
at 705-743-3526 x113 or rnicholson@
ywcapeterborough.org. 

If you, or someone you know, needs 
support, contact the 24-hour support and 
crisis line: toll free 1-800-461-7656; phone 
705-286-6442 or text 705-991-0110.

YWCA receives $50K donation
YWCA is Haliburton County’s only shelter for women and children. File photo.
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Highlands East council is forging ahead 
with repairs to the Cardiff pool despite costs 
ballooning by $177,000 over budget.

CAO Shannon Hunter reported to council 
Nov. 10 that there was a lack of bids for 
the project, which includes repairs in the 
pool and mechanical room, as well as a 
replacement for the changeroom. Originally 
budgeted at $200,000 this year, the only 
bids received were $130,788 + HST for the 
changeroom and $246,739 + HST for pool 
and mechanical room repairs. 

Coun. Cam McKenzie read a prepared 
statement and said the municipality should 
go ahead with the repairs despite the costs, 
citing the important social aspect of the 
facility. 

“It is difficult to put a value on a facility 
that’s taught hundreds of kids to swim over 
the past 50 years,” McKenzie said. “What 
is the value of getting our youth out of your 
home, away from computer screens, video 
games to enjoy sunshine, fresh air, and 
exercise?

“We are presented with a choice to 

continue with these opportunities for 
another 50 years. Let’s make it happen.”

McKenzie suggested the value looks 
better than what consultant WalterFedy 
put forward in a facility review December 
2019. It recommended a replaced 
changeroom and mechanical room structure 
at a cost of $600,000. The consultant said 
ideally the pool would get replaced for $2.5 
million but recognized that as a steep cost. 
McKenzie also noted a commercial-grade 
pool liner is included in the bid, something 
not considered in WalterFedy’s report. 

Deputy Mayor Cec Ryall said he agreed 
with repairing the pool but questioned if the 
costs could be broken down.

“We should have a pool there. That’s not 
the issue here. Is there a way to separate 
some of the stuff, like the changeroom?” 
Ryall said. “Or are we faced with an all or 
none situation?”

Hunter said all three parts are needed – the 
mechanical room as a safety concern and 
the changeroom as an accessibility issue. 

McKenzie suggested delaying the 
changeroom for another year. Ryall said 
it is worth considering if it could save 

$10,000-$15,000, given inflated material 
costs this year.

Coun. Suzanne Partridge said the project 
should move forward and disagreed with 
delaying.

“I’m not in favour of waiting and going 
out for tender again. It would be a gamble,” 
she said. 

“We have firm figures in front of us right 
now. If we’re going to do it, I think we 
really need to do it all next spring.”

Hunter reported contractors were advised 
the work must be completed by May 21, 
2021. To pay for the added cost, council 
voted to budget the extra $177,527 plus 
HST in 2021.

HE proceeds on over-budget Cardiff pool repair

Highlands East council voted to go ahead with repairs at the Cardiff pool, despite the 
project going over budget. File photo
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•  Please call ahead. We can likely serve you 

without meeting in person.

• Remote videoconferencing available.

• No need to leave home or come into town.

Our office remains open during 
regular business hours.

v

THE HELP YOU NEED, 
WHEN YOU NEED IT.

And it’s always just down the hall.

Visit our leasing office today to find out more about 
this exciting, new retirement living option coming 
May 2021 to the Haliburton Highlands.

Leasing Office: 195 Highland St., Haliburton

Call: Patti Lou at (705) 457-4848 
Web: www.gardensofhaliburton.ca

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Haliburton School of Art and Design 
student Coyote Newell said after spending 
half the semester struggling with learning 
from home, it feels good to return to the 
classroom.

“It’s been really nice to be back in studio 
and actually have the space,” she said. 

“Creating art is really hard when you’re 
just working from your room … The 
teachers are working so hard to make 
sure we are having as much of a standard 
experience as we can.”

Fleming College has begun offering 
in-person classes again in Haliburton 
and elsewhere, with several fall semester 
courses starting on campus Nov. 2.

Vice president of student experience, 
Linda Poirer, said it has gone well so far, 
with many precautions in place, including 
limited entry, an app for self-screening, PPE 
and social distancing.

Poirer said classes are being kept small 
– ranging from around eight to potentially 
20, depending on the size of the classroom. 
She said Fleming planned to start in-person 
instruction later in the semester and the 
circumstances allowed for it. 

“The region itself was in very good shape, 
which was what public health was telling 
us. So, we felt comfortable and safe because 
we’ve been taking every measure we 
possibly can,” she said. “We may have had 
a different discussion if we were in Peel.” 

Newell, who is taking a drawing and 
painting certificate, said she feels very safe 
with the precautions on campus. 

But she added classes have had the 
occasional communication issue, and some 
technical difficulties as teachers manage 
with students split in different rooms and 
online.

“Everyone is so busy that things are sure 
to be missed,” she said. “But there are 
definitely workarounds and they’ve been 

very understanding.”
Poirer said they are still planning 

for winter, but she is optimistic about 
continuing classroom learning. 

“It’s really nice to see the students back on 
campus,” she said. “I know it’s limited, it’s 
not ideal and it’s not the way we initially 
planned, but it feels like we’re moving in 
the right direction.” 

Newell said it was hard connecting with 
classmates early in the semester and it feels 

good to start doing that on campus.
But she added there is a sense of missing 

out on the complete experience of college 
years, adding they are supposed to be the 
best of your life.

“There’s a lot of disappointment to it,” 
she said. “It’s a loss to be in college and 
have all the restrictions and no parties … It 
definitely feels like a struggle sometimes, 
to get all the material and feel like it’s a full 
experience.” 

Fleming College restarts in-person classes

Fleming College has reopened its doors for some in-person learning. Pictured is a class pre-pandemic. File photo.

GET THE HIGHLANDER  
ALL YEAR ROUND
Stay in touch... even when you’re 
away. Sign up at thehighlander.ca



It is with mixed emotions that I wish to inform you that I will be retiring from my 
family practice at the end of December 2020.

It has been my sincere privilege and honour to have been your family physician for the 
past number of years.
I appreciate and value the relationships that have developed as a result.

I am very excited and pleased to be able to inform you that Dr. Haley Hatch will be 
taking over my practice starting January 4, 2021.  Many of you have already met Dr. 
Hatch as she has covered my practice at various times over the past 2 years.  You will 
know, as I do, that she is a kind, caring and extremely capable physician.  I know you 
will be well cared for.  She will be a welcome addition to our health care team.

If you have any questions or concerns, please call my o�  ce at 705-457-1212, extension 
368, to speak with my o�  ce manager.

I would like to thank you for your kindness and support over the years and I wish you 
all the best in the future.

Warmest regards,

Aoife Conway, MD., CCFP.
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Stopping the spread starts with you.
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus to learn more

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

The solution
to COVID-19 is
right in front
of your nose.
• Wear a face covering.
• Keep 2m apart from anyone 
outside of your household.

• Limit your close contact to 
your household only. 

• Wash your hands often. 

Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  C O T TA G E  C O U N T RY

HOME WITH COLIN + JUSTIN

IN THE  
HIGHLANDS

. TO BOOK YOUR AD SPACE CONTACT 
• DAWN@THEHIGHLANDER.CA  
• ROB@THEHIGHLANDER.CA  

• SIMON@THEHIGHLANDER.CA  
• OR CALL 705-457-2900 
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HOME IN THE HIGHLANDS /Bring the outdoors in

Indoor wicker furniture immediately makes us think of the great outdoors and of exotic terraces basking in extreme temperatures. Try using artwork featuring cottage themes or use furnishings and accessories that have a driftwood appearance for a beachy feel. And don’t think you have to spend loads of dosh, do yourself a cash saving favour and ‘shop smart’ in second-hand stores, yard sales and markets. You’ll be amazed at what you’ll fi nd. Antique garden tools, sun baked benches and weather-beaten painted signs will all import a little outdoor escapism inside without breaking the bank. 

Add natural elements
Choose rolled up bamboo blinds and swap heavy wool fl oor rugs for natural alternatives such as seagrass and sisal to proff er a cool aesthetic. Beach house chic is inspired by all sorts of elements, not least white painted fl oorboards with bright cotton rag rugs, and bird and fi sh motifs. The look, once again, is casual over formal. 

Clean nest, happy nest
Nothing feels cheerier than a wonderfully clean nest, so fi nd time to take your spring cleaning to the next season. Indulge your place with scented candles, and give your laundry and bedding a lift with linen water, dispensed via your iron. Hang laundry outdoors to take advantage of the warmer weather (and count those hydro savings!) or add summertime fragrance dryer sheets when you tumble. And let that uplifting summer light fl ood in; ensure windows are sparkling, crystal clear to brighten your home… for free. Vinegar and newspaper, anyone? Aye, we’re SUCH traditionalists…

Add some colour
The simplest way to create fresh summer mood is to replace darkness with light, and that means… reaching for the paintbrush. Be inspired by fl owers, greenery and the summer sun, and use a tonal palette that feels fresh and warmly seasonal. Stay on trend by moving away from neutral shades like cream and bone, and express yourself with ‘naturals’ like bark, moss and stone. Blue 

and white will immediately make you feel coastal, while white painted horizontal shiplap will evoke dreamy, clapboard New England homesteads. 

It’s fair to say that being in lockdown makes us even more determined to encourage Canadians to get the best from their houses and turn them into homes. At the end of the day, it’s not always about spending money… it’s about spending time to make it feel special. True dat! So go on: make your nest practical, beautiful and personal… and you’re sure to enjoy every precious moment you spend… at home in the Highlands!
 

Opt for accessories with nature motifs to bring joy into your home. Cushion from Homesense.

Layer on colours and textures to add the feel-good factor to your space, like this design by Amara.

HOME WITH COLIN + JUSTIN

IN THE 
HIGHLANDS

Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  C O T T A G E  C O U N T R Y

PARISHANDSTRANO.CA

JEFF & ANDREA* STRANO • MARJ & JOHN PARISH 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES/*BROKER

RE/MAX Professionals North, Brokerage Independently Owned & Operated. 

CONTACT US TODAY FOR 

A FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION

JUNE 2020

Next issue is nov.26. AD BOOKING DEADLINE: nov 19
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G� d B� r
IS IN OUR NATURE

By Lisa Gervais
Two Haliburton County cottagers, who live 
in the United States, say they’re relieved 
Joe Biden is set to be sworn in as the 46th 
president of the United States on Jan. 20 
next year.

Like many Americans with ties to 
Haliburton County, Scott Shriver and 
Christine Jurusik were stressed and waiting 
anxiously as the Nov. 3 vote results 
stretched until Nov. 7 before a winner was 
declared. 

“I had been scared to death of the 
possibility of four more years like the 
last four,” Shriver said. “Even one 
year of continuing to do nothing to 
contain COVID-19 was frightening to 
contemplate.”

US president Donald Trump has been 
criticized for not doing enough to fight the 
pandemic while President-elect Biden’s 
transition team has already announced a 
COVID-19 task force. 

Jurusik said, “the democratic process took 
its time providing us with a new president 
as it was a very close race in many states.” 
She added she was impressed with the high 
voter turnout.

Shriver said while Biden wasn’t his first 
Democratic choice, he supported him over 
Trump.

Jurusik is a Biden supporter but knows 
many people who supported Trump and 
said she can understand their position.

“I think his intentions were good at first 
and he initially wanted to do, what he 
thought, was best for the country. Many 
people believed that he did a good job,” she 
said.

However, as a U.S. immigration lawyer 
and an immigrant to the U.S., she has 
a different opinion since she sees first 

hand how some of Trump’s policies and 
executive orders “destroyed the lives and 
opportunities of good people. Hopefully, we 
will see a reversal of those policies before 
long.” 

Shriver said he’s saddened the outcome 
“was not more of a total repudiation of the 
current presidency.” The Associated Press 
said Trump has garnered 47.5 per cent of 
the vote as of press time.

Both Shriver and Jurusik said the sad 
legacy is a country divided. 

“Trying to discuss issues such as racism, 
anti-feminism, anti-science, the value of 
truth, etc. is almost impossible when many 
people don’t think those kinds of issues 
matter,” Shriver said. 

Even more disturbing is “we’ve lost our 
ability to solve problems through open 
debate and compromise. The debate is 
shut down in the halls of Congress before 
it begins and compromise is seen as 
weakness,” Shriver added.  

Jurusik conceded, “the divisions are there, 
just like they are in Canada. The Liberal-
Conservative dichotomy is not just a U.S. 
construct. We should not kid ourselves that 
we as Canadians are immune.

“I see many of my Canadian friends and 
family criticizing the U.S. for how divided 
we are and yet these are some of the same 
people that hold strong political opinions 
either for or against the current Canadian 
leaders and express them frequently on 
social media.”

Ultimately, Jurusik thinks Biden will be 
more invested in improving the relationship 
between Canada and the U.S. than the 
Trump administration was.  

“That is a good thing. My sense is that 
he is a much more diplomatic leader who 
will be interested in uniting people and not 
dividing them.”

Cottagers with ties to County 
relieved at election result

Scott and Vicki Shriver, at the log chute in Algonquin Highlands. Submitted photo.
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Rethink Haliburton’s name?

HAV E AN OPIN ION?  
Send your letters to editor@thehighlander.ca (300 words max)

By Joseph Quigley

COVID CORNER
The mathematical magic of masks

By Dr. Nell Thomas

My fellow Haliburtonians, we are named 
after a racist by today’s standards with 
a questionable history. Should we do 
something about that?

It is not an easy question to answer. 
Haliburton is our brand and altering a 
community’s name would be a fraught 
process. Despite Haliburton’s troublesome 
writings coming to focus recently, it is not 
a well-known history and not necessarily 
doing active harm. We are also in a 
pandemic, so I cannot fault people for not 
wanting to have the difficult conversation 
right now.

Nonetheless, it is a conversation we 
should have eventually. If we keep 
Haliburton, it should be with reason, not 
because it is the easy thing to do. But in my 
mind, it is a name whose days should be 
numbered.

The problems with our namesake’s - 
Thomas Chandler Haliburton’s - writings 
are many. Though undoubtedly an 
important Canadian author, racism and 
sexism does permeate his work – whether 
in the justification of domestic violence in 
his satire or describing the Mi’kmaq nation 
as often drunk and violent in his nonfiction. 
None of this is to deny the impact and 
reach of his writings, but if you look, there 
is enough there to make him unsavoury to 
associate ourselves with.

Haliburton’s connection to our community 

is also weak. He never actually lived here. 
We share his name because he was the first 
chair of the Canadian Land and Emigration 
Company which brought settlers in. Though 
important, it is not as if he really built 
these communities, compared to those first 
settlers themselves.

We should ask ourselves whether we 
really want that name to be reflective of us. 
Although a name change is meaningless 
without action towards inclusivity and 
against discrimination – an issue that is 
absolutely part of our community – this 
is still worth considering. If we have this 
knowledge that we are named after a racist 
by our standards, but choose not to act, 
what does that say about us? What does it 
say if we decide we do not care whether 
we are named for someone who flies in the 
face of the values we want to ascribe to 
ourselves? Nothing good.

The historic figure was important. He 
should - and will - remain part of the 
history of this town. But that can be done 
in places such as museums and classrooms 
where things can be fully contextualized, 
versus names that celebrate an individual 
with a mixed legacy.

Now may not be the best time for the 
debate, but it could be coming soon.

When the service delivery review at the 
County comes through, it will hopefully 
lead to a conversation about amalgamation. 

Should the day 
come where 
the County 
amalgamates, it 
would seem to 
me to be the best 
time to reflect on 
our name, rather 
than defaulting to something such as “The 
City of Haliburton.” If we are going to 
go through a massive rebranding exercise 
anyway, that would be the perfect time to 
choose a name that is both more inclusive 
of our shared values – and the rest of the 
highlands as a whole. At that point, we 
could critically examine it for the township 
too. 

Another alternative could be in 
rededication. The Township of Russell – 
named after a slave-owner – launched a 
search this year to find a better Russell to 
be named after. There may not be as many 
historic Haliburtons out there, but it is a 
creative solution and a good compromise if 
it is possible.

It can be hard to let go of the past and 
tradition. In this difficult world, tradition 
can feel like a critical, stabilizing thing. But 
as the world changes, clinging too tightly 
can mean we get left behind in the march 
of progress. That happens with many things 
in Haliburton. Maybe we can start changing 
that with a conversation about the name. 

“Say it, don’t spray it”
If you have a virus, you spray out roughly 

10,000 viral particles each minute when 
you talk. When you breathe, you spray out 
roughly 1,000 viral particles every minute. 
When you cough, you spray out roughly 
100,000 viral particles. 

When you sneeze, you spray out roughly 
a million viral particles. A sneeze can send 
respiratory droplets 26 feet.

Virus-laden saliva spray is the main 
way COVID-19 spreads. The more virus 
particles travel from a contagious person 
to a healthy person, the higher the risk of 
infection. And the infected people with the 
highest exposure to viral particles generally 
are more severely sick. This is why a nurse 
or caregiver tending to a sick patient may 
get a more severe case. It is why we advise 
people that a brief encounter (less than 
15 minutes) outdoors or in an area with 
good ventilation is far less risky than being 
indoors, in a room with poor ventilation, in 
close proximity to someone for more than 
15 minutes.  

The mask can reduce the amount of 
virus that you take in, so if you do get 
infected you have a lower dose with milder 
symptoms or no symptoms at all.

Masks decrease mouth spray. So, mask 
wearing protects the wearer and all the 

people around by filtering inhaled and 
exhaled air. This two-way protection makes 
widespread mask-wearing effective at 
extinguishing an epidemic. 

If worn by 60 per cent of people, disease 
transmission drops by 60 per cent. This 
is enough to stop the spread of COVID-
19. (Just as vaccination of 65 per cent 
of the population is enough to stop the 
spread of influenza, measles, chicken pox, 
polio, whooping cough, mumps, rotavirus, 
smallpox). But that does not excuse you 
from wearing a mask or vaccinating, 
(or rarely, wearing a mask) unless you 
are relying on everyone else to be the 
responsible citizen. What if we all thought 
that way? Some people have medical 
conditions that may prevent them from 
vaccinating and they rely on the rest of us 
to help protect them. 

Surprising mask math in a 
two-person interaction 
If one person wears a mask, then 
transmission drops by 50 per cent. If 
two people wear masks with 50 pr cent 
effectiveness in reducing transmission, then 
the overall risk reduction is 75 per cent, 
because the chance of infection is halved 

twice.  
No mask is 

perfect. Even an 
N95 mask blocks 
only 95 per cent 
of particles, and 
only if you wear 
it correctly. Gaps around the mask allow 
leaking of saliva from the wearer (or 
entry of aerosols with viral particles to 
contaminate the wearer). If you reduce the 
forward propulsion of your breath (saliva), 
you greatly reduce the distance your saliva 
travels. 

There are three main face mask types: 
N95 respirator (used by healthcare workers, 
edges of masks seal to face, require fit-
test and seal-check, multiple layers using 
electrostatic filters, designed for single use); 
surgical mask (health care workers and 
general public, three-ply with electrostatic 
filter, water repellant outer layer, adjustable 
nose bridge, intended for single use); cloth 
mask (general public, two to three layers of 
tightly woven fabric or non-woven fabric 
with breathability, adjustable nose bridge to 
reduce gaps, large enough to cover the chin, 
washable). 

Next week: COVID CORNER offers 
some tips and tricks to using face masks 
effectively and comfortably.
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LETTERS
Kevin Pepper recently had a huge surprise when he saw this Bald Eagle migrating through Salerno Lake. 

By Terry Moore
By all accounts, the COVID-19 pandemic 
unleashed a feeding frenzy of recreational 
property sales and building permit 
applications across cottage country, 
including Haliburton County. 

It appears that restrictions on foreign 
travel together with the lockdowns of large 
parts of the economy caused those with the 
wealth required to buy, build or renovate 
second homes, to look to the near-north 
as a means to reduce viral risk while work 
remotely at the same time.

Anyone doubting that we’re in the midst 
of one of the largest building booms in 
living memory need only check out the 
growing mountains of construction waste 
piling up at County landfill sites. 

The virus that continues to infect 
growing numbers of people in Ontario’s 
densely-populated urban and congregate 
care centres has done much more than 
expose the fault lines in health care and 
public health systems suffering from years 
of austerity budgeting at the hands of 
governments of all political stripes. 

It’s also exposing the inadequacy of 
local development and planning rules to 

protect the natural environment upon which 
everyone seems to agree all this economic 
growth is dependent.

Despite the clear warnings contained 
in the sobering results of the massive 
four-year-long “Love Your Lake” (LYL) 
shoreline health assessment project, 
undertaken by the Coalition of Haliburton 
Property Owners’ Associations (CHA) 
and its 50 or so lake association partners 
from 2014- 2018, development pressure on 
Haliburton County’s ever-dwindling stock 
of natural shoreline has escalated.

For those unfamiliar with the LYL 
assessment conclusions, it found that only 
eight of 60 Haliburton lakes examined 
retained sufficient natural shoreline 
to protect Haliburton’s famous lake 
water quality. It identified more than 
5,000 shoreline properties in need of 
re-naturalization up to the 75 per cent 
minimum natural standard, established by 
healthy shoreline and water quality experts. 

With the stock of undeveloped 
shoreline lots getting smaller and smaller, 
redevelopment of shoreline structures on 
existing footprints has increasingly become 
the order of the day – especially on lakes 

with a longer cottaging history.
While construction on undeveloped lots 

across Haliburton’s four townships must be 
set back at least 30m from the highwater 
mark, thereby giving ecologically essential 
shoreline vegetation a fighting chance of 
survival, such is not the case for rebuilds of 
shoreline structures constructed under older 
grand-parented official plan and zoning 
bylaw rules.

Throughout the past summer, lake 
association Facebook pages were alive 
with comments and controversy about the 
impact of new shoreline property owners’ 
desire to bring suburbia north along with 
a party culture that does violence to the 
getting closer to nature and listening to your 
brain hum preferences of their often shell-
shocked neighbours.

Despite the existence of the County’s 
complaint-based Shoreline Tree 
Preservation Bylaw, in place since 2012, 
many instances of tree cutting to the 
shoreline still abound across the County. 
Neighbours are reluctant to complain about 
neighbours and the County lacks any real 
surveillance capacity. So, the damage goes 
on and on.

A draft bylaw flowing out of the 
LYL project to extend Shoreline Tree 
preservation to shoreline vegetation 
preservation within 30m of the highwater 
mark met some heavy resistance from the 
shoreline landscaping industry just before 
the pandemic was declared in March and 
is only now beginning to find its way 
back into the public consultation phase for 
possible passage next spring.

In the meantime, there is a growing 
debate on Haliburton County shorelines 
about the tension between those holding 
the view that my property is my property 
and I have the right to do what I want on it 
and with it and those wanting to protect the 
wider community’s interest in protecting 
lake health from the potential negative 
cumulative impact of individual property 
owner actions.

If you believe that natural shorelines are 
important to defend and restore, call and 
write your township and county councillors 
to let them know.

Make your voice heard in the upcoming 
public consultation on the draft Shoreline 
Preservation Bylaw (haliburtoncounty.ca/
en/living-here/shoreline-preservation.aspx). 

ENVIRONMENT HALIBURTON!
Defending negative impacts of growth

Mabel a role model
Dear editor, 
For the past 17 weeks, I have enjoyed 
reading the Left to Tell series written by 
Mabel Brannigan. 

She described life in Canada before, 
during, and following the Second World 
War, as well as the effect this world conflict 
had on Haliburton County.

Mabel not only served her country during 
the Second World War, but after the war, 
she worked as a bank teller, telephone 
operator, in the office of the Minden O.P.P., 
and taught high school in Fenelon Falls. 
While working at these jobs, she was a 
devoted wife and loving mother of four 
children. 

Mabel has been a great supporter of the 

Royal Canadian Legion in both Haliburton 
and Minden through the years. Before 
Remembrance Day, it would be common 
to see Mabel at one of the local businesses 
in Minden with the Legion’s red poppies. I 
am sure if we weren’t in a pandemic, Mabel 
would be out there today with the poppies 
in support of our veterans.

Mabel is a great role model for all of us. 
I am proud she is my cousin. Thank you, 
Mabel, for your many years of service.

Deloris Bailey  
Haliburton 

Strong fall start
Dear editor, 
U-Links has had an exciting start to the fall 

2020 academic term, with a high number 
of community-based research projects 
matched with several departments at Trent 
University.

Twenty-one research projects involving 
26 student researchers have been matched 
within Trent’s Biology, History, School of 
Business, and School of the Environment 
departments for the fall semester. One 
project was also matched to Fleming 
College’s Credit for Product Course.

The project cycle began with uncertainty 
due to the COVID-19 crisis, but research 
interest from community organizations, 
slight changes to project design, and the 
facilitation of low-risk essential student 
field placements within Haliburton County 
meant the project cycle was able to 
continue.

Project topic areas include biodiversity 
monitoring with the Haliburton Highlands 
Land Trust, the impacts of the Canada 
Emergency Response Benefit for job 
seekers for the City of Kawartha Lakes 
and Haliburton County Poverty Reduction 
Roundtable, and correlations between dental 
care and diabetes in low income families 
for Haliburton County Volunteer Dental 
Outreach. 

For more information, contact aduncombe-
lee@ulinks.ca or call the office at 705-286-
2411.

Amanda Duncombe-Lee 
Ulinks

Editorial opinion
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We Build 
World-Class Homes…
and We’re Just
Down the Road

www.confederationloghomes.com.

Bus: 705-341-9170
Fax: 705-489-4522
kegelheatingandcooling@hotmail.com

• Geothermal 
• Furnaces 
• Fireplaces 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Air Conditioning 
• Hrv’s  
• Radiant Floor Heating 
• Chimneys 
• Ductwork 
• Radiant Tube Heaters
• Gas Piping 
• Boilers
• AND MORE!

Tim Kegel

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

Zoning bylaw approved
Council gave final approval to a new 
zoning bylaw with last-minute adjustments 
on cottage sizes and marine setbacks.

The new zoning bylaw has gone through 
a months-long consultation process. It 
features a wide range of changes, from 
allowing backyard hens, to more urban 
agriculture, to adjustments on setbacks and 
maximum dwelling sizes.

One of the changes initially included was 
to increase the maximum dwelling area of 
any one floor of a dwelling on a waterfront 
lot from 372 to 557 square metres. 
However, council opted Oct. 27 to only 
make that change for certain residential 
zones with at least 90 metres of setback 
from the shoreline.

Council also opted to adjust the setback 
from side lot lines for rafts and marine 
facilities, from 7.5 metres down to 4.5 
metres. Resident Laurie Wheeler made the 
case that the 7.5 metres was excessive and 
other County jurisdictions use 4.5 metres.

Despite the sudden changes, council opted 
5-2 to pass the bylaw without another delay 
to allow for public feedback. Councillors 
John Smith and Larry Clarke opposed. 
“That’s what we got elected to do, is to 
make decisions,” Mayor Andrea Roberts 
said. “There is no harm on passing it today 
because that’s what our job is.” 

Contract extended  
with Watsons
Council has extended its landfill attendant 
contract with Watson General Contacting. 

Dysart environmental manager, John 
Watson, who is not related to the general 
contactors, recommended a one-year 
extension, from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2021 at a 
price of $20.96 per hour. That equates to a 
two per cent increase. 

Watson General Contracting has been 
providing landfill attendant services to the 
municipality since 2009, at Haliburton, 
Kennisis Lake, West Bay and West 
Guilford. 

Dysart to have say on 
college housing
Councillors voted for site plan control for 
proposed student housing at the college. 

Roberts said, “it is public land and while 

we may be exempt, it’s going to be in a 
very prominent area and an area that’s near 
and dear to people’s hearts.” She said it 
doesn’t mean the township is going to agree 
or disagree with what the college is doing 
“but it does give us a certain involvement 
with that.”

Smith agreed. “This is a piece of property 
that’s very sensitive to many members of 
our community and the site plan control 
would give us a chance to ensure there is 
good communication both ways … both 
by council to the residents and property 
owners and a chance for those residents 
and property owners to communicate their 
feelings to us,” he said.

The township is also asking the college 
to draft a memorandum of understanding 
and voted to permit the college to act as 
their agent for submitting applications and 
permits.

Speed sign for 
Haliburton Lake Road
The Fort Irwin Residents Association’s 
(FIRA) request for a 50 km/h speed limit 
sign got the green light from councillors, 
however it will go in an alternate location.

FIRA was asking for a sign on Haliburton 
Lake Road heading north from Fort Irwin 
but it will instead go at, or near the north 
intersection of Haliburton Lake Road and 
Curry Road for northbound traffic.

Staff said the FIRA requested location was 
approximately three kilometres long with 
no houses. The new location is closer to 
dwellings. 

Council also backed a request from staff 
to investigate getting a traffic engineer to 
submit a proposal to determine appropriate 
speed limits, traffic calming measures, 
if any, and corresponding signage 
requirements on the entire municipal road 
network. Coun. Walt McKechnie said 
he’d also like the township to look into 
purchasing a moveable speed radar sign. 

At the meeting, there was also a letter 
from the Silver Beach board of directors 
backing a previous request to lower the 
speed limit on Wigamog Road.

‘Tis the season  
for BuyCloseBy
Council is asking people to support local 
businesses with the declaration of an 
official “BuyCloseBy Season” from Nov. 
15 to Dec. 31.

Council made the declaration Oct. 27 at 
the request of the Haliburton Highlands 
Chamber of Commerce. Executive director 
Jennifer Locke asked for the official 
declaration to help local businesses reeling 
from the impacts of the pandemic.

“We’re just really excited because we 
think the BuyCloseBy project has reached 
a certain level of critical mass,” Locke said. 

“We’re happy to just keep fostering that 
through collaborative efforts like this.”

Council resolute  
on septic program
Dysart reaffirmed its decision to modify its 
septic inspection program despite a push 
by the Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners’ 
Association (KLCOA).

The KLCOA presented to council asking 
them to change course on its RFP, which 
seeks to find a third-party to oversee the 
program. The municipality intends to 
remove the mandatory pump-outs it used 
in the initial run of the program in the 
Kennisis Lake Area, but the KLCOA and 
Coalition of Haliburton Property Owners’ 
Associations want pump-outs kept in. 

The KLCOA asked for a full report with 
data on inspection results so far and that 
the RFP have options both including and 
excluding mandatory pump-outs.

But council passed the RFP as is, with 
only Smith opposed. Roberts said council 
already passed a resolution to eliminate 
mandatory pump-outs

“While some people don’t agree, that’s 
okay,” Roberts said. “Two years from 
now, somebody else sitting at this chair 
can make a different decision.” (Dysart 
news compiled by Lisa Gervais and Joseph 
Quigley)

Dysart council met via Zoom Oct. 27 and Nov. 10. Photo by Joseph Quigley.
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BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 | 
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF: 
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION 

FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS, 
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING, 

BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES, 
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

DON BARKER HEATING & COOLING

We now have a patent using perforated eave trims 
to prevent ice back-up and IT WORKS!

QUALITY ROOFING
Steel - Shingles 

Eavestroughing & Gutter Guard

info@stoughtonsqualityroofi ng.ca
stoughtonsqualityroofi ng.ca705-457-0703

Major investment in 
Dorset Rec Centre
Users of the Dorset Recreation Centre got 
good news when Algonquin Highlands 
Council met via Zoom Nov. 5.

The township is investing approximately 
$283,000 towards ventilation, heating and 
cooling.

Director of public works, Adam Thorn, 
and councillors said the intent is to meet 
government of Ontario pandemic guidelines 
in order to get the centre up and running as 
soon as possible.

Thorn came into the meeting 
recommending upgraded ventilation only, 
at a cost of $96,000, but Deputy Mayor Liz 
Danielson asked her colleagues to consider 
the entire project, with heating and cooling, 
for an extra $187,000.

“I guess my thinking is that we go ahead 
completely with both … I know that at 
the last meeting we had talked about using 
the COVID money against this project,” 
Danielsen said.

She added, “I’d like to see this system 
get in place and let people start using the 
facility completely.”

Coun. Julia Shortreed asked if the heating 
and cooling system was necessary.

Thorn said they’re currently using electric 
baseboard, which is not energy efficient. 
He added it would be good to have the 
ability for separate temperature controls 
throughout the building. It would result in 
costs savings, he said, and be a more user-
friendly space.

Mayor Carol Moffatt said, “it sounds to 
me that the whole shebang would address 
all those things as well as providing the 
most useful and safe environment for 
people to get active again.” She added 
members are eager to get back into the 
centre as winter looms.

Coun. Lisa Barry said it is also a good 
time to do the work with the centre closed.

As for funding, it was noted the township 
received $100,000 last week from the 

province under the COVID-19 resiliency 
stream of the Investing in Canada 
Infrastructure Program. CAO Angie Bird 
and treasurer, Jean Hughes, will come back 
with a report on the remainder of the cost.

Draft video surveillance 
policy approved
Council adopted a draft video surveillance 
policy at the meeting - one that had already 
been approved by the County of Haliburton 
in June.

Director of IT, Mike March, attended 
the meeting to go through the policy and 
answer questions.

He said they’d referenced polices at other 
eastern Ontario municipalities, including 
best practices from the Information Privacy 
Commissioner of Ontario. He said County 
legal found it well-crafted.

“It’s just a preventative measure because 
there’s no intent at the moment to install 
cameras unless council wants to do that,” 

Moffatt said.
There is a webcam at Stanhope Airport 

fixed on the runway for safety reasons, she 
noted. 

Danielsen said it might be worth 
considering having a camera at the entrance 
to the main township office on North Shore 
Road.

“If ever there has been an unhappy 
camper, who has showed up to express 
displeasure about something, has more 
often been there than anywhere,” she 
said. “I know there have been several 
incidents where staff have felt extremely 
uncomfortable based on some actions that 
have taken place.”

Bird will come back with a report.

Council supports  
shopping local 
Council supported backing the Haliburton 
Highlands Chamber of Commerce’s 
#BuyCloseBy campaign. 

Moffatt said while the township does not 
do proclamations, she suggested this might 
be an exception.

“I can tell you that I was picking up a 
package at a post office yesterday and they 
can’t move for the Amazon boxes, and I 
think it’s very, very important to encourage 
people to put on your masks and get into 
town and buy some things locally,” she 
said.

Danielsen asked, “what else are we 
actually going to do? Are we going to put 
something on our website? Is there any 
promotion we’re planning to do to go on 
with this?”

Bird said she’d like to ask the other 
municipalities what they are doing. She 
said one idea she had was putting the 
#BuyCloseBy logo at the end of township 
emails. 

Coun. Jennifer Dailloux also suggested 
the township confer with Lake of Bays to 
see what it is doing. They share Dorset with 
Lake of Bays. (Algonquin Highlands news 
compiled by Lisa Gervais)

The Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health 
Unit has launched a COVID-19 survey (available 
at hkpr.on.ca/covid-19/) that runs from now until early 
December.

The confidential, anonymous survey is open to anyone 
18 years of age and older who lives in Haliburton 
County, Northumberland County, and the City of 

Kawartha Lakes.
“We know COVID-19 is having an impact on people 

in the tri-county area, but how much of an impact, 
where, and who is being particularly affected is harder 
to gauge,” said Andrew Harris, an epidemiologist with 
the health unit.

He said the survey is designed to paint a clearer 

picture of how COVID-19 is affecting communities so 
that the health unit can be better informed and able to 
more effectively respond to pandemic challenges and 
concerns.

The survey takes approximately 15-20 minutes and 
must be done in one session. (Lisa Gervais)

Health unit surveys public about COVID impact

Algonquin Highlands Council met Nov. 5. Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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SCOREBOARD

Minden 
Pharmasave

Hours 
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 4p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

705-286-1220 
www.mindenpharmasave.com
110 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON

Next week’s game of the 
week will be the U13 red 
team Nov.14 at 1:30 p.m.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6

U17 Blue  
U17 Green

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7

U11 Green  
U11 Yellow

U11 Blue 
U11 Red 

U13 Yellow
U13 Red

U13 Blue     
U13 Green  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

U17 Red. 
U17 Yellow. 

W
L

L
W

Team Yellow holds 
off Red comeback
On Sunday, Nov. 8, the Yellow U17 and Red U17 
delivered an awesome game with fast-paced, back-and-
forth action.  
Yellow came out on fire, starting with the game’s first six 
goals.

However, Red fought back. 
Neither squad wanted to give up. 
Colin Glecoff scored an astonishing seven goals. One of 

them, he scored from his knees. It was the nicest marker 
of the season so far. 

Aiden Perrott scored two goals and Cole Prentice, Mak 
Prentice and Sam Hoenow all scored one. The final score 
was 12-7 for team Yellow. (Submitted).

Top: Colin Glecoff moves in on goalie Ethan Dobson. Middle: Aiden Perrott closes in on goalie Dobson. Bottom: 
Nathan Morrison fires the puck past Dobson. Photos by Lisa Gervais.
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home of the highland

AUTO PARTS
Highway 35 Minden (across form Ridgewood Ford)  

705-286-1011

For every 
auto or marine battery
donated to CarQuest
We will donate $18

to Storm Minor Hockey

P R O U D  S P O N S O R

Advertise in this section to support  
The Storm.  Call 705.457.2900 or 
email sales@thehighlander.ca

#1 COLIN GLECOFF 

Colin was on fire all game. He dominated the ice and 
scored a beautiful goal from his knees that was the 

prettiest of the season

#2 SAM HOENOW 

Sam was all over both ends of the ice. Sam’s heads up 
plays were a major difference in the win against team 

Red.

#3 COLE PRENTICE 

Cole pushed the puck up the ice well and crashed the net 
hard on many occasions finally notching a goal that put 

the game out of reach of team Red.

STARS: U17 YELLOW

The Cottage 
Insurance Experts

PROUDLY 
SERVING 

HALIBURTON 

COUNTY FOR 

OVER 65 YEARS 

THROUGH 4 

GENERATIONS

The Cottage 
Insurance Experts

Ask us to insure your 
cottage properly.
Floyd Hall Insurance has been providing coverage 
to cottage owners for decades. We know how to
protect you and your cottage or seasonal residence.

Exclusive discount offer.

Minden 
705.286.1270 

Haliburton 
705.457.1732

ghall@� oydhallinsurance.com  
� oydhallinsurance.com
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Highlander news

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Algonquin 
Forestry Authority (AFA) and the Algonquin Park Local Citizens’ Committee (LCC) 
invite you to participate in the review of proposed operations. This review is being 
held as part of the detailed planning of operations for the ten-year period of the 
2021-2031 Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the Algonquin Park Forest. 

The Planning Process

The FMP takes approximately three years to complete. During this time, five formal 
opportunities for public consultation and First Nation and Métis community 
involvement and consultation are provided. The second opportunity (Stage Two) for 
this FMP occurred on July 29, 2020 to August 28, 2020 when the public was invited 
to review and comment on the proposed Long-Term Management Direction 
(LTMD). This ‘Stage Three’ notice is:

• To invite you to review and comment on 
 -  the planned areas for harvest, renewal and tending operations for the 10-year 

period of the plan;
 -  the confirmed corridors for primary and proposed corridors for branch roads 

which are required for the 10-year period of the plan; 
 -  the proposed operational road boundaries for the 10-year period of the 

plan; and
• To request contributions to the background information to be used in planning.

How to Get Involved

To facilitate your review, the following information can be obtained electronically on 
the Natural Resources Information Portal (https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online)

• a summary of the MNRF regional director preliminary endorsed LTMD; and 
• a portrayal of: 
 -  the planned areas for harvest, renewal and tending operations for the 10-year 

period of the plan; and
 -  the confirmed corridors for primary and proposed corridors for branch roads 

which are required for the 10-year period of the plan;

In addition to the most current version of the information which was available at 
Stage Two of public consultation, the Information as described in the 2020 Forest 
Management Planning Manual (FMPM) (Part A, Section 2.3.3.3) will be available 
electronically on the Ontario government website: https://files.ontario.ca/mnrf-
forest-management-planning-manual-en-2020-07-08.pdf

The detailed proposed operations can be made available electronically for review 
and comment by contacting the Algonquin Forestry Authority office and/or MNRF 
Pembroke District Office contact listed below, during normal office hours for a 
period of 45 days December 9, 2020 to January 22, 2021. Comments on the 
proposed operations for the Algonquin Park Forest must be received by Joe 
Yaraskavitch of the planning team at the MNRF Pembroke District Office, by 
January 22, 2021.

The Information Forum related to the review of Proposed Operations may be held 
via individual or group remote meetings which may be arranged by calling the 
individuals listed below during the review period. Remote meetings with 
representatives of the planning team and the LCC can be also requested at any 
time during the planning process. Reasonable opportunities to remotely meet 
planning team members during non-business hours will be provided upon request. 
If you require more information or wish to discuss your interests with a planning 
team member, please contact one of the individuals listed below:

Joe Yaraskavitch, R.P.F. 
District Management Forester 
tel: 613-401-4167
e-mail: joe.yaraskavitch@ontario.ca 

Gordon Cumming, R.P.F. 
Algonquin Forestry Authority (AFA)
tel: 705-789-9647 ext.130 
e-mail: 
gord.cumming@algonquinforestry.on.ca

Tom Ballantine
Algonquin Park Forest LCC Chairman
e-mail: tomb@bell.net

REVIEW
Review of Proposed Operations 
Algonquin Park Forest 2021-2031 Forest Management Plan

During the planning process there is an opportunity to make a written request 
to seek resolution of issues with the MNRF District Manager or the Regional 
Director using a process described in the 2020 FMPM (Part A, Section 2.4.1). 

Stay Involved

Further information on how to get involved in forest management planning 
and to better understand the stages of public consultation please visit: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/participate-forest-management-ontario/
how-get-involved-forest-management

The tentative scheduled date for submission of the draft FMP is February 2021. 
There will be two more formal opportunities for you to be involved. These stages 
are listed and tentatively scheduled as follows:

Stage Four – Review of Draft FMP     April 2021
Stage Five – Inspection of the MNRF-Approved FMP August 2021

If you would like to be added to a mailing list to be notified of public involvement 
opportunities, please contact Joe Yaraskavitch, District Management Forester, via 
e-mail at joe.yaraskavitch@ontario.ca.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) is collecting your 
personal information and comments under the authority provided by the Forest 
Management Planning Manual, 2020 approved by regulation under Section 68 
of the Crown Forest Sustainability Act, 1994. Any personal information you provide 
(home and/or email address, name, telephone number, etc.) may be used 
and shared between MNRF and/or Algonquin Forest Authority to contact you 
regarding comments submitted. Your comments will become part of the public 
consultation process and may be shared with the general public. Your personal 
information may also be used by the MNRF to send you further information 
related to this forest management planning exercise. If you have questions 
about the use of your personal information, please contact Shari MacDonald 
by e-mail: shari.macdonald@ontario.ca.

Renseignements en français : Elizabeth Holmes au tél: 613 258-8210 
courriel : elizabeth.holmes@ontario.ca

R E A C H  T H E  C O U N T Y • Email sales@thehighlander.ca
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Highlander history

Man drowns in  
Minden Hills
A 23-year-old Mississauga man drowned 
Nov. 7 on Lake Kashagawigamog.

OPP said Nov. 9 that Mohamed Amar 
Mukthar failed to resurface from the water 
while swimming.

They said they, along with the Minden 
Hills Fire Department and Haliburton 
County Paramedic Services (HCPS), 
responded to reports of a drowning about 
4:55 p.m. this past Saturday.
“The deceased was located by the OPP 
Underwater Search and Recovery Unit. A 
post mortem examination is scheduled 
to take place at the Centre of Forensic 
Sciences in Toronto,” OPP said. 

Terry Hartwick awarded
Haliburton County resident, Terry Hartwick, 
is receiving the Storytelling for Change 
Award from the Institute for Change 
Leadership at Ryerson University.

In May, during a workshop on Canada’s 
Long-Term Care crisis, Hartwick told her 
story about the evacuation at Highland 
Wood LTC in February of 2018, where her 
mother resided. 

She described her feelings as she waited 
with her mom and many other elderly 
people bundled in their winter attire and 
blankets. 

“They were waiting for the next van or 
bus coming to take them to some new 
residence they had never been in, and where 
they may not know anyone … some far 

from their families,” Hartwick said.
The award is given for the most effective 

and powerful public narrative and 
communications work.

Hartwick’s achievement will be celebrated 
at the institute’s virtual fourth anniversary 
event Nov. 12.

“The ICL storytelling and the people I met 
through it, were the catalyst to motivate 
me to advocate for changes in Long-Term 
Care,” Hartwick said. 

Woodlands Wildlife 
Sanctuary auction
Woodlands Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS) has 
launched an online auction to help it meet 
costs associated with a growing need for 

animal care in the Highlands.
WWS, which is located on Duck Lake 

Road in Minden Hills, says COVID-19 
has made fundraising efforts even more 
challenging this year. 

“Even though the number of animals 
greatly increased, our financial support 
did not, and we need to replenish our 
resources,” they said in a press release.

People can bid on hundreds of items, 
donated by local artists, merchants and 
WWS supporters.

It’s a volunteer-based charity that needs to 
raise its own funds to care for a vast range 
of animals

The auction runs from Nov. 20-29.
The public can register at: BiddingOwl.

com/WWS (News briefs compiled by Lisa 
Gervais)

NEWS BRIEFS

By Joseph Quigley 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
The Uking’s Literary Society, the oldest 
literary student society in North America, 
decided Aug. 18 it could no longer abide 
being named after author Thomas Chandler 
Haliburton.

It was previously called the Haliburton 
Society, founded in 1884 at the University 
of King’s College, Nova Scotia. Haliburton 
was a famed Nova Scotian politician, judge 
and best-selling author, the first in what is 
now Canada.

Society president and history student 
Lucy Boyd said the group’s members 
today did not have 
much knowledge of 
Haliburton’s history 
before last year. 
After committing to 
researching him in 
Spring 2019, Boyd 
said they found his 
work rife with racism 
and sexism, which 
they detailed in a 
paper. After consulting 
with students and 
alumni and receiving 
overwhelming 
support, they changed 
their name.

“We are not 
turning our backs 
on our history, but instead opening a new 
chapter where the values of our society 
and the King’s community may be more 
accurately reflected,” the society wrote. 
“We encourage other groups affiliated with 
Haliburton’s name to join us in considering 
his impact, and to rethink the spaces named 
in his honour.”

Haliburton Village and County share 
the society’s former namesake. Although 
Thomas C. Haliburton never lived in the 
area, he was the first chair of the Canadian 
Land and Emigration Company, which 
brought many settlers to the area, according 
to Haliburton Highlands Museum director 
Kate Butler. That is why the community 
bears his name.

There has not yet been any local push 
to examine Haliburton’s name, but 
communities elsewhere have reckoned with 
it. Windsor, Nova Scotia once celebrated 
the figure and used his famed character, 
Sam Slick, as the namesake to a long-
running festival. But in 2009, an illustration 
stemming from Haliburton’s Sam Slick 
writings, depicting a black character, was 
used in the festival and pointed out as racist, 
according to a Sept. 22 council agenda. The 
town subsequently renamed the festival. 

The West Hans Regional Municipality 
also passed a resolution Sept. 22 to remove 
the remaining Sam Slick iconography in the 

area and write an apology.
Dysart et al Mayor 

Andrea Roberts said 
renaming is not something 
that has come before 
council and no citizens 
have yet expressed any 
concern over Sam Slick 
Park or Haliburton’s 
name. 

“You have to be really 
careful of making these 
judgements based on 
limited evidence,” Roberts 
said. “It’s a very fine line 
because you do not want 
to erase your history.”

Butler said 
Haliburtonians do not 

know much about their namesake. She said 
the author was renowned and his Sam Slick 
character became a famed piece of satire. 
The writings, compiled in The Clockmaker, 
spread to Britain and the United States. 
Besides commentating on aspects of 
American and British culture, the work 
would popularize several common sayings, 
including “it’s raining cats and dogs” and 
“the early bird gets the worm.”

Sam Slick Park was named in the 1960s as 
a further nod to Haliburton, Butler said. 

She further said conversations around 
renaming places tied to racist historical 
figures are worth having. She added people 
should consider figures in their historical 
context, as well as the lens of today.

“We need to have those conversations 
about what they mean today. In order to 
tell stories more fully and provide more 
context today, to give people a better 
understanding,” Butler said. “That’s really 
what leads to fulsome discussions about 
where we move in the future.”

In their paper, the UKing’s Literary 
Society said racism permeates Haliburton’s 
work. In The Clockmaker, there are many 
references to the n-word and an escaped 
slave longing for his former servitude. 

The society also described the work as 
sexist, describing women unfavourably with 
animals and justifying domestic violence. 

Boyd said some of these viewpoints may 
have been common in the day, but added 
Haliburton was conservative even by his 
time’s standards. She said Haliburton is an 
important author whose work should be 
taught, but naming is different. 

“We feel having a group named after 
him is sort of a position where we place 
him on a pedestal,” Boyd said. “Having 

this group named after someone who, 
frankly, advocated for slavery and domestic 
violence, isn’t necessarily the way to make 
sure this is an inviting space.”

Roberts said it is not a closed subject, but 
council has a full plate and without public 
outcry, exploring the issue would not be a 
priority. 

She further said it is more important to 
ensure the community is inclusive overall.

“The most important thing is not to dwell 
too much in the semantics of history unless 
it’s glaringly horrific. But to focus on today 
and make sure that today we are a tolerant 
community.”

Boyd said it is important to work to get a 
better understanding of history. She added 
the goal was not to tear down Haliburton.

“The goal of our project was to develop 
a better understanding of who we are and 
what we came from,” she said. “That means 
looking at all aspects of our history, things 
that are great and things that are less great.”

Haliburton’s namesake comes under fire

Left: Thomas Chandler Haliburton, Haliburton’s namesake. Flickr. Right: Sam Slick Park 
is named after Haliburton’s character, Sam Slick. But the author has recently attracted 
controversy for being racist. Photo by Joseph Quigley.

The most important 
thing is not to dwell too 
much in the semantics 
of history unless it’s 
glaringly horrific. But to 
focus on today and make 
sure that today we are a 
tolerant community.

Andrea Roberts 
Mayor
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61 BOBCAYGEON ROAD, MINDEN
Level serviced lot in the downtown area - 250 ft. frontage 
- 1.83 acres - double entrance - paved parking area - 

sidewalks - prime business location - asking $299,000

| 705-455-2034 
| TED@TEDVASEY.CA Ted Vasey

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E
705-854-0103

DEBRA LAMBE 

Neat and cozy starter/retirement/
rental home on gorgeous 2 acre lot 
w/ loads of mature trees. � is family 
home was built, owned and loved by 
one family since 1969. 3 bedrooms, 
full bathroom, kitchen, living room, 
and 3 season/pine sunroom on main 
level. Family room, utility/laundry 
room and storage room in the partial 
walkout basement. Primary heat is 
oil furnace w/oil tank being updated 
not long ago and woodstove in the 
family room as a secondary heat. 
� is solid and neat house is set o�  the 
highway for great privacy and yet only 
minutes to the community of West 
Guilford for Shopping, public beach, 
community centre, restaurant, church 
and gi�  shop. Approx. 10 minutes to 
Haliburton. Easy walking distance to 

Gull River with boat launch 
and swimming. Detached 

workshop.  $209,900   

over price in 5 days!

SOLD!

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

KEN | 705-754-5280 | ken@kenbarry.com
Out Standing in my Field
BROKER

This in town home had major renovations in 2010. Super location on 
Highland Street makes easy walking to downtown Haliburton. The In-Law 
suite provides extra fi nished space with potential for income. 

Great value in town in this property.

HIGHLAND STREET HOME - $299,900

JUST REDUCED!

 705-457-0046 • vince@vinceduchene.ca • vinceduchene.ca

• Both listed at $239,900
•  172’ frontage with 1.169 
acres on 1 lot and 130’ with 
5 acres on the other

• Privacy
•  Western exposure, beautiful sunsets
•  Great fi shing, boating & swimming
• Call today for more information

2 VACANT LOTS ON SALERNO LAKE

VINCE DUCHENE
B R O K E R

KELLY@KELLY-MERCER.CA •CELL: 705-455-7500

SOLD!

KELLY MERCER
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

TWO - 100 ACRE LOTS OFF GELERT RD
200 acres of beautiful mixed forest!  Minutes away from Haliburton.  Come 
build your dream home next to the 17 acre pond.  Gravel roads and clearings 
already on the property in places.  Call today to book your showing or to � nd 
out more information!”

LISA MERCER
705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

• 3 Bedrooms and 3 Bathrooms
• Large 4 season room with 3 walls of windows
• Great privacy at the end of a dead end road

100 ACRES + HOME - $590,000

BROKER

SOLD IN 1 DAY!!!

TODD TIFFIN 
sales representative
705.457.6107
todd@toddtiffi  n.com

JOEL TAYLOR 
sales representative

705.854.1311
joel@joeltaylor.ca

Stunning four season lakefront 
home, on large private lot 
with expansive lake views.  
Great room, chef’s kitchen, 4 
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms. Only 
minutes from Haliburton, on 
pristine Miskwabi Lake. Turnkey 
furnished. This one has to be 
seen! Asking $1,195,000

SOLD

705-448-2222 • 705-457-0580
HaliburtonHighlands-Remax.ca

ESSON LAKE: $559,900    
Lovingly maintained 3 season, 2 bed/1 bath cottage w/148 ft on 
prestigious lake! Pretty, open concept KT/LR/DR & updated interior w/cozy 
feel! LR patio doors for lake breezes, gorgeous stone f/p w/insert & w/o 

to deck! Seating overlooks lake & is gently sloped to water which boasts 
a sandy shore! Sit back, relax & enjoy fantastic swimming, fi shing & 
boating; your choice! Incl fab 480sq ft dry dock boat house perfect for 
storing the toys! Has S exp; picturesque setting w/granite steps, rock 
accents & on a pvt seas rd! Don’t delay!

JUST SOLD!
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BROKER

WILBERFORCE BRANCH

JUST LISTED!JUST SOLD!

•   Recently 
Renovated with all 
new Flooring

•   New Roof, Freshly 
Painted

•   Three Bedroom 
Home with a Full 
Finished Basement

•   Level Lot and 
Attached Garage

LYNDA LIT WIN
705-457-8511 • LYNDALITWIN.CA • lynda@lyndalitwin.ca

HOME CLOSE TO MINDEN

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

 DIRECT 705.935.1011 
 OFFICE 705.286.2911
 TOLL FREE 1.800.567.1985 10 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON  K0M 2K0

   
email. Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

MovingTheHighlands.com    

Sales RepresentativeSales Representative

Moving the Highlands

 DIRECT 705.935.1011 
 OFFICE 705.286.2911
 TOLL FREE 1.800.567.1985 10 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON  K0M 2K0

   
email. Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

MovingTheHighlands.com    

Sales RepresentativeSales Representative

Moving the Highlands
Commercial Investment – $680,000 - This is it! Situated overlooking scenic Highway 35, One of the busiest 
and most visible corner locations in Haliburton County. Over 860 feet of frontage on 2 roads backing onto the 
Gull River. Take your canoe or fi shing boat right from the back of this property and navigate down to Gull Lake. 
Municipal water and sewers. Level 2-acre commercial property. Income already in place. 
A spacious 3 bedroom detached rental home along with a very established and reputable 
commercial tenant.

Moving the Highlands

705-935-1011 • MovingTheHighlands.com • Terry@MovingTheHighlands.com

TERRY CARR
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

NEW PRICE!

SOLD!

Based on 2019 residential transactions 
sides. Source: CREA, RE/MAX

MelanieHevesiMelanieHevesi
Melanie Hevesi

Make ME your
REALTOR® of choice.

2019 - 2017 2016 - 2014

Professionals North, Brokerage
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Highlander outdoors

For more information:
705-457-4700

www.haliburtonchamber.com

Haliburton Highlands
ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

NEW MEMBER 
PROGRAM

Haliburton Highlands
ofCHAMBER COMMERCE

Our of�ice is 
currently closed 

to the public.

The Executive Director 
can be reached at 

705 854 0593
-or-

jennifer@
haliburtonchamber.com

Online Training

Our exclusive online 
training platform 

provides the Haliburton 
Highlands with high-

quality, affordable 
training programs 

designed to encourage 
safe, diverse and 

respectful workplaces 
and volunteer 
organizations. 

From general WHMIS 
to COVID Safety to 

Indigenous Truth and 
Reconciliation, this 

unique program allows 
for our community 

to access information 
on these (and other) 
cutting-edge topics.

These courses are 
available for 

purchase by all, 
and members get an 
additional 25% off.

By Carolyn Allder
Starting in January, cross-country ski 
students in the Jackrabbit program will be 
learning and practicing the skills of the 
sport every Saturday afternoon.

Jackrabbits is a volunteer program where 
children from four years old can learn to 
cross-country ski in a fun way. There are six 
levels and program coordinator, Lisa Werry, 
said children progress through the level 
until they can do all the skills.

“Each level is built on the one before. 
It often takes a few years to gain a level 
before moving on to the next one,” Werry 
said.

Due to COVID-19, some changes to the 
program will be made such as smaller class 
sizes. Werry said they want to make this a 
healthy and safe environment.

“We really feel strongly that it is good for 
children to come and do something like 
this. It’s outside and it’s active. We live 
in Canada, we need to be outside (in the 
winter).” Werry added, “distancing is pretty 
easy with skiing because we are outside. 
There is lots of room.”  

Registration for this season’s Jackrabbits 
is now open until Nov. 28.

Werry recommended that families register 
early.  

“This year, there will be cut-offs. In the 
past, those who registered before the cut-
off date got a spot but this year because 
of class sizes there might not be space for 
everyone.”

Jackrabbits runs every Saturday in 
January and February at Glebe Park. Go to 
skihaliburton.com for more information.

Jackrabbits will hit the trails in January

Jolene Thomas instructs a young cross-
country skier. Photo submitted.

By Joseph Quigley
The future of Haliburton’s unique golden 
trout species remains uncertain as the 
collection of their wild eggs was cancelled 
this year at the Haliburton Highlands 
Outdoors Association (HHOA).

The HHOA has stocked Haliburton Gold 
in local lakes for 20 years, according to 
hatchery manager Randy Charter. The 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF) has supported the program with its 
employees doing the wild egg collection to 
supply it. 

But the MNRF had planned to transition 
away from that support and train HHOA 
members to start collecting eggs this year, 
according to president Eric Christensen. 
After preparing over the summer, 
Christensen said they could not come to 
an agreement with the MNRF on how to 
proceed amidst the pandemic this fall. He 
said the MNRF would not provide the 
collection and the hatchery did not have the 
resources to do the work, so it was called 
off. 

Christensen said the future of the MNRF’s 
program participation, which they see as 
vital, is also uncertain. He said they have 

tried to negotiate without much success. 
“We got nowhere,” he said. “It doesn’t 

mean we might not get some movement in 
the future.”  

MNRF spokesperson Jolanta Kowalski 
said staff met with HHOA this September 
to discuss the feasibility of collection this 
year. 

“The HHOA indicated they would be 
putting the wild egg collections on hold this 
season,” Kowalski said, adding they are 
providing an additional 9,000 Lake Manitou 
Strain eggs to offset the loss.

Kowalski said the transition plan has been 
put on hold and will be re-evaluated next 
year.

“The ministry will continue to provide 
support and training to the HHOA as 
detailed in the transition plan.”

The MNRF has worked since 2018 to 
shift its participation in wild egg harvesting 
for the Haliburton Gold. They had initially 
planned to complete the transition in fall 
2019 but delayed to 2020. 

The HHOA has protested the change, 
concerned about the safety of their aging 
membership doing the labour. Christensen 
also said they lack the specialized 
equipment to do the work, estimated at 

$15,000-$20,000 which they cannot afford. 
The cancellation will not impact the 

Haliburton Gold stocking next year, as eggs 
are collected more than a year in advance 
and raised in a hatchery, Christensen said. 
Instead, the impact will be felt in 2022. 
But he added there should be no long-term 
ramifications – if the program can resume 
safely after this year. 

Dysart deputy mayor Patrick Kennedy 
said the situation is disappointing. He said 
there is not much cost to the MNRF to 
support the program.

“It’s cost-effective,” he said. “We 
need it as a valuable piece of economic 
development.” 

Pandemic hits club
The HHOA is also feeling the pinch from 
the pandemic hitting its coffers, Christensen 
said. Fundraising is slow as a result, which 
is an issue with some expensive repairs 
needed due to pump failures.

The HHOA is doing some additional 
fundraisers at its facility, including a raffle 
draw and an LCBO Bottle Collection Drive. 
General donations can also be e-transferred 
to hhoa@bellnet.ca.

Haliburton Gold trout collection halts
The Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association is losing the support of the province for egg collecting for its annual Haliburton Gold 
stocking program. Photo via HHOA.
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What’s on
NOVEMBER 18
Lunch Is On Us - Wednesdays from 11:30 - 2 p.m.  
Lunch Is On Us will happen every Wednesday for 16 weeks.  
It’s free of charge, hosted by SIRCH Community Ser-vices and 
everyone is welcome (till the food runs out). Location: SIRCH 
Bistro & Marketplace, 49 Maple Ave., Haliburton - street level. 
Follow SIRCH’s Facebook page to see what’s being served each 
week. 

NOVEMBER 19
CFUW speaker for Nov. 19 open to the public via Zoom. Nancy 
Brownsberger will talk about “Navigating Life thru Uncertain 
Times”. She will focus on reminding ourselves and getting 
curious about coping strategies for “Navigating Difficult Times.” 
For more info go to cfuwhh.ca  

NOVEMBER 21 
Haliburton Legion presents Emily Burgess and the Emburys in 
the main hall, 7-11 p.m. Cost is $15. Tickets can be purchased 
ahead of time at the Haliburton Legion in the Clubroom Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Monday to Saturday 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Tickets will be sold at the door at the night of the event as 
well. Mask and social distancing. See halibutonlegion.com

NOVEMBER 
Minden Community Food Centre Christmas hampers
The Minden Community Food Centre is urging people to register 
for Christmas hampers by calling 705-286-6400 between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. from Nov. 30 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 7-11. Hamper pick up 
will be Dec. 21, 1-3 p.m. at the S.G. Nesbitt Community Centre. 
People are asked to bring photo ID for all family members 
including children. This year’s pick-up will be a drive thru and the 
public responsible for loading their own vehicles. Mask required. 
Enter via Parkside Street and follow signs and instructions from 
volunteers. Exit via Prentice Street. Select volunteers have 
already been contacted. 
Operational Christmas Child is underway. Collection week 
is Nov. 16-22 and shoeboxes can be dropped off at Lakeside 
Church, Haliburton, Nov. 17-18, 9 a.m. to noon, and Nov. 19, 
2:30-5:30 p.m. Materials at Needful Things, Master’s Bookstore 
and Glecoff’s Family Store in Haliburton. Can also be done 
online. Contact Jordyn Brown at brown.jordyn@gmail. com
CFUWs (Canadian Federation of University Women) purpose 
is to promote friendship, life-long learning and advocacy among 
members. There is also a focus on socializing with other women 
through fun interest groups and monthly series of stimulating 
speakers and events. For more information: Gail Gotter g_
gotter@hotmail.com or Pam Hewitt Osborne phewittosborne@
gmail.com
Every Monday via Zoom, online art classes by Carole Finn. Must 
register one week in advance 705-457-2404 finn@halhinet.on.ca
Every Wednesday evening on Zoom – As We Find It Play 
Reading Group for anyone with a love of theatre. For more 
information email kbutler@haliburtonhighlandsmuseum.com.
Haliburton School of Art and Design for digital versions of some 
of the art talks and entertainment originally planned for summer 
school. See facebook.com/flemingHSAD
Friends, fun and adventure - The Royal Canadian Sea Cadets 
is a free program for youths aged 12 to 18. Meeting every 
Thursday evening 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Coboconk Legion.

WHAT’S ON

HAVE AN UPCOMING EVENT?
Contact admin@thehighlander.ca

SIRCH opens bistro
SIRCH Community Services opened its bistro and marketplace to the public Nov. 4. The organization will provide 
breakfast and lunch service five days a week, as well as a marketplace for community artisans to sell wares. The 
organization will also be providing free lunches every Wednesday throughout the winter. (Joseph Quigley). 

Top: SIRCH executive director Gena Robertson stands next to the entrance to the bistro. Bottom: Tina Jennings passes 
a plate to Michelle Dulong during free lunch service. Photo by Joseph Quigley.
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Highlander community

Property owners award volunteer
Halls Hawk Lakes Property Owners Association president, Peter Dadzis, recently 
gave thanks to the HHLPOA volunteer of the year, Carol Winter. Board of directors 
spokeswoman, Joan Hamilton, said Winter and her family have been pivotal in 
organizing a very successful parade of lights on the Hawk Lakes for the past four 
summers. This year, she was also the driving force behind the restoration of the art 
installation known as the Totem Pole at the Narrows between Big and Little Hawk 
Lakes. (Lisa Gervais)

The Lake Kashagawigamog Organization (LKO) presented its conservation award for 
2019 to the Silver Beach stewardship committee Oct. 12. The committee accepted the 
inaugural award (pictured). Photo submitted.

Peter Dadzis presents Carol Winter with her award. Submitted photo.

Lake Kash conservation award
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Highlander community

 
 

7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 
Toll Free 1-844-277-1260 Fax: 705-286-4917 • www.mindenhills.ca

INFORMATION PAGE
Roads 705-286-3144    Community Services 705-286-1936

the township of 

In Season, Every Season

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY PLEASE DIAL 9-1-1. FOR ALL OTHER MUNICIPAL EMERGENCIES PLEASE CALL 1-866-856-3247.
Facebook: @Township.Minden.Hills • Twitter: Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

(Virtual) Council Meetings 
Council and Committee of the Whole meetings are currently being conducted virtually via web conference and Closed Session meetings via teleconference, 

until further notice.  Meetings begin at 9:00 AM unless otherwise noted.
 

The schedule of upcoming meetings are:
 

November 26 – Council Meeting
December 10 – Council Meeting

 
Please note Council Meetings are reduced to one (1) meeting a month in December. Members of the Public are invited to observe Council proceedings by joining a live-stream link available on the 

township website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/ or by using the direct link provided in the notice. We encourage those wishing to view the meeting to also download the agenda, as it will not be 
displayed during the streaming process.  Meeting agendas can be downloaded by visiting our website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/. Please note the live-stream link provided for each meeting will 

only be activated while Council is in session.

                                    Snowmobile Bridge 
 
The Snowmobile Bridge located in downtown Minden, which spans the Gull River, has been installed as of Tuesday, October 20, 2020 in preparation for the upcoming winter season.  The Bridge is 
currently closed to all traffic, including pedestrians, with barrier fencing installed at either end of the bridge.  The public is reminded to respect the barrier fencing and use caution near the water, as the 
weather conditions during this time of year and as we move into the winter months, can create unstable and potentially dangerous conditions.

Did You Know – Building Permits: 

• A Building Permit is required when constructing any structure over 108 square feet (9x12).
• Where a Building Permit is not required, structures should still meet any applicable set back requirements.
• A Building Permit is required when erecting a tent that is over 645 sq. ft.
• When you obtain a Building Permit you are obligated under the Ontario Building Code to ensure all inspections are completed and the permit file with the Building Department is closed.

Please contact the Building Department for any questions or clarifications. 

Winter Parking
 
From Nov 1st to Apr 
30th, overnight parking is 
prohibited between the hours 
of midnight and 8:00 AM 
on township roadways and 
parking lots. 

Furthermore, parking in the 
turning circle of a cul-de-sac 
is prohibited during all hours.  
 
Vehicles parked in these 
areas that prohibit the 
removal of snow will be 
towed away and/or ticketed 
at the owner’s expense.

Ammunition is Not 
Recyclable 

Please place spent 
ammunition casings in the 
garbage. If you have unspent 
ammunition that you wish to 
dispose of, please contact 
the OPP. Do not place spent 
or unspent ammunition in the 
Blue Box. 

Legion poppies help support health foundation
HHHSF executive director Lisa Tompkins said that due to the generosity of the 
community in support of the Legion’s Poppy Campaign, Minden Legion will 
contribute to new vital signs monitors for Minden and Haliburton emergency 
departments, and a new patient stretcher for the Minden Emergency department. 
“HHHS Foundation is very grateful to Minden Legion for their many contributions to 
the community, and their continued recognition and support of health care,” Tompkins 
said. (Lisa Gervais)

HHHSF chair Eric Recalla accepts a donation of $13,500 from Royal Canadian 
Legion, Minden Branch 636. Members Jim Ross (president), Chris Burton (poppy 
campaign chair), Clint Brown (poppy campaign), and Paul Norry (treasurer) 
presented the cheque. Submitted photo.

Seniors enjoying their new iPads
Residents of Hyland Crest are enjoying new iPad tablets donated by Minden Rotary. 
Minden Rotary president Dave Bonham said the tablets are equipped with Facetime 
and Skype apps which allow them to connect with friends and family. Also, Netflix 
and Disney are available for them to view. (Lisa Gervais)

Sonya Proctor with her new ipad. Photo courtesy Lisa Thompkins HHHSF.
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HALIBURTON IS FOR LOVERS

Celebrating 50 years of Ma� iage
ON NOVEMBER 14TH, 2020

PAUL + JOANf� everLove, The Family Brown xo

Highlander classifieds
HOME & COTTAGE

BRET’S FLOORING INSTALLATION

We install hardwood, laminate, vinyl and ceramics.  Professional 
reliable service. WSIB compliant and fully insured 

Call Bret 705-447-2324 or bretislav_brixi@msn.com

Serving Haliburton Highlands Since 1989

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

Fully Insured and 
Licensed for 

Scissor Lift/Skyjack

E mail: info@daggspainting.com

STILL  ACCEPTING CONSTRUCTION WASTELINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT • MINDEN

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL

FAMILY 

CAS MATTERS 

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street, 
2nd Floor - Box 648, 
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

Dr. B. Mason
Chiropractor

3398 Gelert Rd., Minden, Ont.
705-286-4350

LAWYER

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Instru-mentally Unsound by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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SOLUTIONS FOR NOV 12

Kevin Buckley ME

Visit our website
buckleyelectric.com ESA Licensed Contractor 7000397

Wiring for
Custom Home,

Cottage & Renovation

Upgrade from
Fuses to breakers

Back-up Power Systems

LED lighting solutions

FIREWOOD
Cut, Hand Split, Delivered $350/single bush cord  

Multiple Cord Rates $325 + delivery
Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

Call Brian 705-930-7198

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$325 per Bush Delivered

FIREWOOD

We’re Hiring!!!
Carpenters, apprentices, 
laborers needed!
Apply at hr@browncompany.ca

• Top Wages
• Benefits 
• Closer to Home
• Diverse Work

We are 
looking for a college 

or university graduate with expertise in 
communications and social media and an interest in 
visual art. • Work can be done remotely.  • Four month 
paid internship. • Deadline: November 13, 2020

Funded by Young Canada Works at Building Careers 
in Heritage. Candidates must be under the age of 30.

VISIT WWW.HALIBURTONSCULPTUREFOREST.CA FOR DETAILS 

COMMUNICATIONS INTERN

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS - part time or full time - needed 
for Hyland Taxi. G License for taxi is 
required. B, C or F License required for 11 
passenger van and bus. Call 705-457-9898.

ANNIVERSARY
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5634 PEOPLE ... 
... read The Highlander by email 
when they’re away. Join them at 
TheHighlander.ca

Highlander classifieds
OBITUARIES

COMMERCIAL 
OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE. Ideal 
for real estate/
mortgage office or 
business seeking 
excellent street 
exposure. Parking 
available. Call 705-
457-2900 to view

SELF-CONTAINED 
STORAGE UNITS 
for Rent  
12' x 20' Located 
on Industrial  
Park Road Call   
705 457-1224 

CONVENIENT 
AND 
AFFORDABLE 
STORAGE 
CONTAINER 
RENTALS located 
just outside of 
town. Self serve 
units are 8' x 20' 
are accessible 24/7. 
Rental fees start 
at $150/month. 
Limited quantity 
available, call 
705-457-9558 for 
details

FOR RENT

Shared accommodation, 5 
min. to Minden. Bdrm in 
large house, living space, 
dining rm., kitchen, 
laundry, bath. Available 
immed. $800, 1st and 
last. References. 705-455-
2050 

Room for rent in shared 
house. Walking distance 
to Minden, $475.00/
month all inclusive Call 
705-306-0979 

Beverley Barron (nee Boyko)
(Resident of Ingoldsby, Ontario)

Peacefully passed in her home Friday November 6, 2020. Loving 
mother to Dustin Launchbury (Melissa) and Damian Barron 
(Lindsay). Lovingly remembered by her grandchildren Madison, 
Brennan, Sierra, Hannah, Blake and great-grandson Tate, brothers 
Andy (Bev), Dennis (Kim) and loving sister to Colleen, Glenda 
and Linda. Predeceased by brothers Gary, Nick and Richard.
Bev enjoyed a good laugh and was a caring, thoughtful, 

beautiful and intelligent woman. Fiercely independent with a strong work ethic 
and a stronger will. As a single mother she raised her sons with tons of love and 
compassion and with the freedom and support to embrace and explore what life has 
to o� er. Bev loved her brothers more than anything and was happiest when family 
was around. She had many hobbies and interests and loved to work on her yard and 
house. Bev was a collector of many di� erent items from art to furniture, activities that 
she was more free to pursue a� er retiring from a long and successful career at IBM.
Bev will be greatly missed by all. We love you Mum! 

Private Funeral Arrangements
Funeral arrangements are private.  As expressions of sympathy, donations to the 
Canadian Cancer Society or the Sick Kids Foundation would be appreciated 
by the family. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to 
the HALIBURTON COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME 
13523 Hwy. #118, Haliburton, Ontario (705) 457-9209. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

Karl Kalinski
(Resident of Haliburton, Ontario) 

Peacefully at his residence in Haliburton on Friday 
morning, November 6, 2020 in his 96th year. Beloved 
husband of the late Margaret Kalinski (nee Bussman). 
Also remembered by his family and many friends

Private Graveside Service 
A Private Graveside Service will take place. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to the Haliburton Health Services Foundation would be appreciated 
by the family. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to 
the HALIBURTON COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME 
13523 Hwy. #118, Haliburton, Ontario (705) 457-9209. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

In Loving Memory of   

Jean Florence 
Ingram

It is with great sadness, we as a family, 
announce the passing of our loving 
mother, grandmother and GG on 
� ursday, November 5, 2020.

Beloved wife of Ivan B. Ingram (2002).  
Loving mother of Linda (Craig Smith) Robitaille, Sandra (Art) 
Miron, Ivan (Paula) Ingram, Debbie (Bob) Sisson. Loving grandma 
to Keri (Ben), Melissa (Al), Brent (Amanda), Jessica (Chuck), Derek 
(Shelbie), Joanne (Barry), Jenny, Robert (Valerie), Michelle (Craig), 
Jessie (Benji), Tyler, Shelby, Shane, Tanya (Kirk), Tara (Derek), 
Shauna (Colin) and loving GG to many great grandchildren.  Dear 
sister of Paul (Doris) Leclair.  Lovingly remembered by her family 
and friends.

A Private Family Graveside Interment Service to Celebrate Jean’s 
Life will be held at the Minden Cemetery on Saturday, November 
14, 2020. Cremation has taken place.

Memorial Donations to the Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
Foundation (HHHSF) would be appreciated 
by the family and can be arranged through 
the Gordon A. Monk Funeral Home Ltd., P.O. 
Box 427, Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0. www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

IN LOVING MEMEORY OF

Beverley Arnold Gartshore
It is with great sadness we announce the passing 
of  Beverley at the Haliburton Hospital on Friday 

October 9th, 2020 at the age of  77. Beloved 
husband of  Barbara for over 57 devoted years. 

Adored father of  Debbie (Jim) and Timothy 
(Karen). Cherished Popy of  Trevor and 

Samantha. Bev will be deeply missed and fondly 
remembered by all his family and dear friends. 

His smile, his jokes, his sayings and his stories of  
a life well lived will always be treasured by those 

who knew him. Leafs Nation have truly lost a 
devoted and stubborn fan. In keeping with Bev’s 

wishes, cremation has taken place. If  desired, 
Memorial donations to a charity of  your choice 

will be much appreciated.

HAVE AN OPINION?
Send your letters to  

editor@thehighlander.ca  
(300 words max)
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 TheOutsider

By Will Jones

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cheryl Riley took this photo of an owl in her yard on Jan 22.

Winter weather blues
Last week, I thought my lovely wife might 
be going out of her mind. And, it had 
nothing to do with me. Honest.Well, it may have had a little to do with 

me but I am positive that you’ll side 
with me if she ever decides to make her 
grievance official.You see, I booked a vacation for all of 

us, my lovely wife, Little Z and me before 
you go assuming that I’m leaving the two 
of them behind in Haliburton while I jet 
off to the sun. Oh, no, I’m the sane one 
and skipping out on my lovely wife would 
bestow on me a fate worse than death if 
ever I dared return. Or so I thought until 
last week. And I say this because my lovely 

wife is grumpy, even a little annoyed, 
because I booked a week’s holiday for us 
all on the sun-drenched island of Aruba.
Yes, she got that bottom lip stuck right 

out because we were going away. Can you 
believe it? She’s mad, I say, mad as a toque-
wearing hatter.Her reasoning, and she almost always has 

good reasoning (never argue with my lovely 

wife, you won’t win), is that it was snowing 

and it was going to snow for most of the 
next week. That’s this week, as in now, to 
you guys. So, if it is snowing lots please 
don’t tell her when we get back on Sunday. 
I have to admit that I didn’t really 

understand her ‘logic’ but when she stated: 
“I can’t believe we have to go away just 
when it’s really snowing a lot here,” being 
the ever-unwitting husband, replied: “Oh 
yes, snowing, of course, dear.” Now, I thought I’d responded perfectly, 

especially considering that I had obviously 
completely missed her point and also 
found it quite incredulous that she could 

moan about going away on holiday to the 
Caribbean in the middle of a Canadian 
winter.Her scowl, however, told me that my 

answer had been less than satisfactory; 
probably due to my furrowed brow and 
rolling of the eyes.“Can’t you see, it’s perfect weather for 

skiing!” she snapped.‘Can’t you see it’s perfect weather for 
lying on a beach,’ I thought, or maybe 
mumbled. Either way, she read my mind, 
lips or some other part of my body that 
seemed to be disagreeing with her and I 
was slung headfirst into the dog house. 
As I looked out, from the kennel, the 

weather didn’t seem to be helping either. 
Big fat white flakes of snow began to fall 
and soon the backyard was carpeted in 
fluffy white. Then Little Z added to my 

misery by whooping it up on his toboggan and asking if he could go to the ski hill on the weekend.“We can’t,” said my lovely wife, rather tersely. “Daddy is 
making us go on holiday.”That was last Friday.Thankfully, a few days in the sunshine, 

one or two mohitos and some serious 
grovelling on my part has turned around my 

lovely wife’s mood. She’s relaxed, tanned 
and happy now. But, we return on Sunday 
and I expect you all to keep quiet about the 
snow, even if it’s piled up to the window 
ledges. If you see my lovely wife, just smile, 

nod, and for Pete’s sake, don’t mention the 
holiday!

Dear editor,
Re. “Council says no to ranked ballots,” The 

Highlander, page 8, Thurs., Feb. 2, 2017
I don’t think the Minden Hills council had 

much information to discuss this matter 
before rejecting it. One councillor claimed 
Australia uses the ranked ballot system and 
it can take months to formalize results. Can 
anyone imagine it would take that long 
counting the 5000 or less votes cast in 2014 
in Minden Hills by whatever process?
The amendment to the Municipal Act 

of 1996, which enabled consideration of 
ranked ballots, stipulates a process of public 
information by public meetings before 
enacting a bylaw on the subject but not for 
leaving things as they are.The national government fumbled the 

electoral reform process recently and 
abandoned it. The Ontario government, in 
2007, proceeded with a referendum on the 
subject but fumbled the education process. 

I suppose the local governments might be 
forgiven at least for inattention.But consider this from Local Government 

in Canada, Seventh Edition, Tindall and 
Tindall, page 19. ‘A municipal government’s 

obligation to engage citizens in democratic 
governance is far more important than its 
obligation to manage the services delegated 
to it by the provincial government.’ Of 
course, the Tindalls are trying to assert that 
local government is of primary importance 
referring back to Earl Durham in 1840, page 

27 in the book mentioned above, ‘municipal 

institutions of local self-government … are 
the foundation of Anglo-Saxon freedom and 

civilization.’  We don’t believe that now. Turnouts for 
municipal elections are always lower than 
those for provincial and national elections. 
To echo a famous foreign politician, ‘Sad.’Jim MilneHaliburton

Not enough info to dismiss ranked ballots

Dear editor,
The environment weighs heavily on 
everyone’s mind, however, there are many 
things we have forgotten over the years of 
prosperity.I can remember when we returned milk 

bottles, soda and beer bottles to the store. 
They would send them back to the plant to 
be washed and sterilized and refilled so the 
same bottles could be used over and over. 
In a manner of speaking, they really were 
recycled. Grocery stores bagged our groceries 

in brown paper bags that we reused for 
numerous things. Most memorable besides 
household garbage bags was the use of 
brown paper bags as book covers for our 
school books that were provided by the 
school. This was to ensure the books were 
not defaced by our scribblings and could be 

reused over and over. We walked to the grocery store where 
feasible, and didn’t climb into a 300 
horsepower machine every time we had 

to go two blocks. We washed the baby’s 
diapers because we didn’t have the throw 
away kind filling our landfills. We dried our 

clothes on a line not in an energy-gobbling 
machine burning up 220 volts. Wind and 
solar power really did dry our clothes back 
in our early days. Kids got hand-me-down 
clothes from their brothers or sisters, not 
always brand new clothing. We had one 
TV or radio, in the house, not a TV in 
every room. The TV had a small screen the 
size of a handkerchief (remember them?), 
not the 60” screen of today. In the kitchen 
we blended and stirred by hand because 
we didn’t have electric machines to do 
everything for us. We packaged a fragile 
item to send in the mail using wadded up 
old newspapers not styrofoam or plastic 
bubble wrap. We didn’t fire up a gasoline 
powered lawnmower but used one that 
ran on human power and we exercised by 
working so we didn’t need to go to a health 
club to run on treadmills that operate on 
electricity. We drank from a fountain when 
thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic 

The good old days weren’t so bad

bottle every time we had a drink of water. 
We didn’t need a computerized gadget 

to receive a signal beamed from satellites 
23,000 miles out in space in order to find 
the nearest burger joint and yet with all 
this so called technology our younger 
generation can’t even make change without 
the cash register telling them how much. 

If this seems somewhat harsh I guess a 
reality check is what I have just outlined to 
embrace the fact the good old days weren’t 
so bad and (were) healthier.Bev MacDuffGooderham
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 TheOutsider

By Will Jones

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cold comfort from fashion faux past

A unique sculpture adds some life to a tree in Haliburton. Photo by Alex Coop.

“If it’s one, two, then through, you’re good to go,” explains a friend of mine but I’m not so sure I’m going to take his advice.
You know the scenario. You’ve asked for some sound direction in whatever it is that you’re doing and someone steps forward with a knowing smile to offer you a tidbit of their long learned and extensively tested wisdom but when they have finished saying what they are saying you still are nowhere nearer to the answer than when they started.

It’s a bit like the time when I asked a school pal of mine whether I could wear moccasins, white socks and baggy pants with an elastic cuff around the ankle. His advice was long and rambling, it covered fashion history, sexuality and even a bit 

of geography. I have to admit to being swayed by some of what he’d said, too, and by the end I thought my choice of 1980s style was cool as … and I went out to the local disco looking like the rejected offspring of a clown and an Indigenous person from a spaghetti western.Oh, yes, you should have seen the war paint, sorry, make-up, it quite topped off my look.
That’s the point, I guess. I listened to this friend of mine back in high school and sort of took his advice, the bit that I understood, and where did it get me? I’m sorry, I can’t mention her name and it’s probably best because neither she nor I could admit to being proud of the entire debacle. 

But back to one, two and then through.

It seems that this is a tried and tested way of finding out if the ice is strong enough to withstand your weight when walking across a lake. If, when pounding your spud bar on the frozen surface of the lake (please, someone write in and tell me why it’s called a spud bar) it takes two hits before going through, you are OK to walk on the ice. Hmm, I have a couple of questions. How hard is one and two? And, who was it that tested out this theory to get a definitive answer?
It’s not that I don’t believe my friend. He is, after all, a big fellow, somewhat heavier than I am and the perfect person to follow out onto the frozen lake if you are at all worried that there may be thin ice ahead. However, the one, two and then through technique doesn’t really hit 

all the scientific buttons 
when I stop to query it 
as an indisputable 
fail-safe to falling 
in a hole of freezing 
cold water.

As such, I have taken to wearing baggy pants with ankle cuffs when I venture out onto the lake early in the ice fishing season. I stuff said pants with those foam packing peanuts (they can’t escape because of the handy cuffs at the ankles) and they make for excellent buoyancy aids in the event of falling though thin ice. 
I did forego the moccasins, though. For the life of me, I couldn’t finds a pair with cleats anywhere! 

Dear editor,

Ouch! If I was about to book a week’s vacation for my family in the Haliburton Highlands, I would be looking elsewhere after reading this paragraph in the Jan,12 Highlander regarding short-term rentals: 
“So, it’s time for Dysart and the other municipalities to do their homework, pick a solution that works for them and hopefully implement it before we are overrun with short-term renters once again this summer.” Really? Overrun? Synonyms are pestered, harassed, plagued, invaded by. Was that an appropriate word to use? Short-term renters are comparable to a mouse infestation?   Short-term rental listings, through agencies and on international websites, market the Highlands and draw people 

here from around the world without costing Haliburton County a cent in advertising costs. Short-term rentals offer a unique accommodation experience. In parts of the Highlands where accommodations are limited, short-term rentals fill a void.From a retailer point of view, short-term rentals bring good fortune and prosperity.For cottagers trying to pay their municipal taxes, short-term rentals are a blessing.The municipalities should take a favourable look at short-term rentals and solve any challenges that may jeopardize their existence before we ‘welcome’ short-term renters to the Haliburton Highlands once again this summer. 

Mary Barker
Agnew’s General Store, Wilberforce and 40 Winks Guest House, Airbnb host.

Reader doesn’t think we’re ‘overrun’ by tourists

Dear editor,

After reading the front page article in last week’s paper  (Jan. 12, 2017 Worries over cottages becoming ‘party pits’) I was very disappointed. The article was extremely one-sided. There have been many articles written from the point of view of the various cottage associations. The paper should try to do a better job of balancing these special interest groups with the businesses and people of Haliburton County 

who depend on these people to come here and spend money. The short-term rental crowd are some of the biggest spending tourists and we need every dollar we can get. Also not mentioned was the right of a cottage owner to do as they wish with their cottage. Many people rely on rental income to keep the family cottage in the family.  

Andy Rickard
Minden

Disappointed in coverage

Dear editor,

Much has been reported about high speed Internet. I thought hospitals and medical centres were to be connected with the highest speed. Who is their provider? Last Friday, I had a specialist appointment in the Haliburton Medical Centre. The specialist had come from Peterborough. His first words were “the system was down” so he couldn’t access my files. Fortunately, I had them with me. On other occasions at the Minden site I have had the same experience. Why is this happening? Why are they always “changing the system”? Why is the emergency department unable to access your tests from your family 

physician, even in the same building? Why is there not a connection between the hospitals, emergency departments, and medical centres for accessing tests? I always give my family doctor’s name expecting her to be notified of any appointments elsewhere. There should be a relationship with the health care system and your family physician. We, the patient, need to advocate for a better system of connectedness or what’s the point expensive high speed Internet.  Dr. Danielle Martin has written a book with excellent ideas on connectedness for patient care.

Lois Rigney
Canning Lake

Health care and the Internet

When it comes to the economics of a global pandemic, there have clearly been some winners and losers in Haliburton County.As evidenced in today’s front-page story, the real estate profession has done well under COVID-19.We talked to three local real estate professionals, including two with more than 30 years of experience in the industry. All said this past summer was their best on record.
The themes were pretty consistent: not enough listings to meet the demand; multiple showings and multiple offers; properties selling above the asking price.Not surprisingly, the clientele is coming from the Greater Toronto Area, and other larger cities and towns. They simply want to get away from the COVID hotspots, whether just for a break, or permanently.There are stories such as Toronto condo owners desperately wanting to sell up and find a cottage they can convert to four seasons. They are worn down by experiences such as having to wait 20 minutes each time they want to take the elevator down, or up, to access the out-of-doors. The city has set limits of a maximum of three people in lifts, and 20-minute waits 

for health and safety reasons.People want space and they are willing to pay for it.
The majority of people are buying cottages, we’re told. Some will turn them into four-season homes upon retirement. Fewer are selling up lock, stock and barrel in the city and moving permanently if they are still in the workforce.That being said, we are also told that the must haves for potential buyers include reliable Internet so there is an opportunity to work from the cottage. Realtors are investigating upload and download speeds.No doubt this has been a boom not just for the County, but rural and regional Ontario. Our neighbours in The City of Kawartha Lakes, Muskoka, and Bancroft are seeing similar trends. People are also flocking to rural properties, such as small acreages, and hobby farms, outside of larger urban centres.

The last time Haliburton County saw this type of real estate boom was between 2000 and 2007. 
The thing with booms is, after each one, there is a bust, or at least a correction in the market.

Local realtors acknowledge the bubble 

is likely to burst at some point. One of the challenges is, if somone is buying now well over the asking price, or market value, will they get their money back when they have to sell in future?So, while real estate agents are celebrating record years, they do have concerns about the future.With federal and provincial governments spending record amounts of money to stimulate the economy, at some point there will be a reckoning for taxpayers. In addition, we know that small business is the backbone of the Haliburton County and Canadian economy. Sure, real estate is doing well, but what about the other small businesses in Haliburton County? Only time will tell. We hope many made enough money over the summer to sustain them through a lean winter. We hope they will be around next spring when the virus will hopefully be under control and our economy return to some semblance of normal. 

The mask questionI really tried to understand the objections that people have to wearing a mask during this pandemic. I watched the protests in the larger centres and the ripple of the same sentiment through our own communities. Other than for the few with legitimate medical issues, I just can’t wrap my head around why some won’t comply with an order that is, well, good for them. Some of the objectors appear to have latched onto conspiracy theories … theories that I often find amusing for their outer-fringe silliness. Others have objected to the infringement on what they loosely call their civil rights.
Interestingly, a recently-issued report from the Royal Society of Canada entitled: Reconciling Civil Liberties and Public Health in the Response to COVID-19, deals with just that as an area of concern. While expressing some empathy for those who feel their liberties are being trampled, the report concludes “rights are not trumps against the collective goal of public health.” It notes that politicians have an obligation to enact rules with the least amount of disruption to society and they are also obliged to revisit the restrictions they impose on a regular basis. If they choose to continue with them, they must explain their reasons, or ease back on the restrictions as 

public health conditions improve. The report also cautions about reducing restrictions too quickly, as we have seen in some jurisdiction on both sides of the border, requiring re-imposition of constraints as the pandemic resurges.It is also noted that those who object to the restrictions have recourse to the courts, where governments would have to prove the need for the measures being imposed on the population. Admittedly, this route could be long and any ruling could be delivered long after a crisis has passed. The government also has an obligation to ensure the restrictions are imposed equitably, taking into consideration marginalized communities, and that they are reduced or withdrawn as soon as it is deemed safe to do so.As has been repeated from the beginning of this pandemic, we are all in this together. Behind that simplistic declaration is the reality that Canadians, as a group, have chosen to live together in a co-operative and congenial way. This does not mean we can’t have our disagreements, but it does point to an implicit societal contract to which we all have committed. This contract is the reason, for the most part, we stop at stop signs, pay our taxes and help our neighbours. Without compliance with these and the many other 

laws, customs and understandings, our society would quickly unravel into chaos. 
As part of the contract, we 

have established a system of 
government in which officials, elected by the population at large, are given the authority from the collective to govern … to make this a pleasant and healthy place for us to live, described in another document as peace order and good government. The elected officials, in consultation with experts, are, as they should be, delivering on that responsibility. Even if it causes us a little discomfort, we should accept the directions with equanimity and understanding.

And, finally, even if there were no decrees on mask wearing or size of group gatherings or social distancing or hand washing, it is just plain common sense to protect yourself and other members of your immediate circle and the community at large by following these recommendations. People lose nothing by wearing a mask, but they risk everything if they don’t.

By Jack Brezina

By Lisa Gervais
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ENVIRONMENT HALIBURTON!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
LETTERS

GET THE HIGHLANDER  

ALL YEAR ROUND
Stay in touch... even when you’re 

away. Sign up at thehighlander.ca

Submitted by Susan Hay

Oct. 19-25 is Waste Reduction Week. It’s 

a great time to talk about plastic waste, 

especially single use.
While there are a few additions to litter 

commonly found in public spaces - such 

as disposable masks and gloves - the vast 

majority is the same: unrecyclable take-out 

food containers, lightweight food wrappers, 

bags and single-use packaging. 

Jonathan Wilkinson, federal minister 

of the environment and climate change, 

recently announced a forthcoming ban 

on: bags, straws, stir stix, cutlery, plastic 

take-out containers and rings on six-packs. 

They’re hard to recycle and have been 

targeted as the first step towards zero 

plastic waste by 2030. This is a difficult 

time for restaurant owners to be hit with 

another complication, however we can’t use 

COVID to justify not addressing the single-

use plastic crisis.
The key to waste reduction of 

any kind is the circular economy as 

opposed to the existing linear economy. 

Circular systems reuse, share, repair, 

refurbish, remanufacture and recycle 

strategies to create a closed-loop system, 

minimising resource inputs and waste, 

pollution and carbon emissions. The linear 

economy uses a take, make and dispose 

system.
Eight billion dollars of material is wasted 

every year when single-use plastics are 

not reused or recycled. Three million tons 

of single use plastics are produced every 

year, with less than 10 per cent recycled.

Because Ontario doesn’t have a deposit-

return system, it recycles less than half what 

most other provinces do. That means about 

1.5 billion plastic bottles in landfills or as 

litter yearly. If Ontario adopted a deposit 

system, we could slash that number in half.

But is recycling the best solution? One 

ton of recycled plastic saves 5,774 Kwh 

of energy, 16.3 barrels of oil, 98 million 

BTUs of energy, and 30 cubic yards of 

landfill space. But since it costs less to 

make a new bottle from virgin plastic, there 

is little incentive to recycle plastic.

What about incineration? Unfortunately, it 

comes with its own set of challenges. Author, 

Vito Buonsante, from Environmental 

Defence, says it doesn’t actually solve 

the plastic pollution problem: plastics 

will continue to pollute even if what is 

collected is incinerated. When burned, they 

release dioxins and heavy metals. These 

pose a health risk to communities located 

near incinerators. Incineration facilities 

require expensive power generators that 

cost millions, and require a continuous 

supply of waste to keep running. It’s a more 

demanding waste management system 

overall, one that makes the energy produced 

from these facilities the most expensive of 

all energy sources. 
Remember when Canada took back the 

1,500 tonnes of waste from the Philippines 

in June 2019? It cost $250 to burn one 

tonne of waste at the incineration facility 

in Burnaby, B.C. or about $375,000 in 

taxpayers’ money.
What about the health effects of so much 

plastic in our daily lives? Many plastics 

absorb organic contaminants, such as 

the pesticide DDT and polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCBs). These can pass through 

the food chain and cause chronic human 

health effects, including disruption of the 

hormonal system linked to genetic changes.  

Plastic is everywhere. It’s difficult to 

recycle, costly and toxic to incinerate, and 

harmful to wildlife, fish and humans.

Plastic producers have a huge role to play. 

Governments are developing rules to force 

them to redesign their products using less 

plastic, to clean up the throwaway economy 

they’ve created.
The Ontario Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks is shifting Ontario’s 

Blue Bin program to one fully paid for 

by manufacturers and producers instead 

of municipalities. Many environmental 

organizations have been calling for this 

approach, known as Extended Producer 

Responsibility (EPR). If done properly, EPR 

regulations hold companies accountable 

and give them an incentive to reduce and 

redesign the products and packaging they 

create. This is key to shifting towards a low 

carbon, circular economy that conserves 

resources and creates local green jobs.

There are alternatives to single use 

plastic, but ideally, our society will move 

away from disposable products and 

toward a culture of reusing them.

Opposed to Bob  
Lake boat launch
Dear editor, 

As a cottager on Claude Brown Road, we 

are opposed to having a ramp built on the 

existing Crown Land.
We can agree that some of the cottagers 

need a more convenient way to get their 

boats in and out of the lake. From our 

observations this year, folks were able 

to get their boats in and out of the lake 

without a public ramp. So, this proposed 

ramp is one of convenience and putting a 

new ramp at this location is a convenience 

for some and a major inconvenience 

for others. Why are we substituting one 

problem for another? Does that make 

sense?  
The better place for a ramp would be to 

find a place at the southeast end of the 

lake. It is closer to Minden, so those who 

are renting a boat for the day or visitors 

would have easier access to a ramp. Here 

are the reasons it would not work on 

Claude Brown Road:
1. There is no room for turning around to 

back in, especially for pontoon boats.

2. If two or three boaters arrive at 

the same time, it will certainly hold 

up traffic. Also, it will infringe on the 

nearby cottages, where young children are 

playing.
3. When you come down Claude Brown 

Road it runs right into the cottage road 

where the ramp would have to be built 

right on and off of the road. Would it 

make sense to build a ramp off a road, 

like Highway 35 where it infringes on the 

main road? In this case that is what would 

happen here.
4. For visitors, there is no place to park 

their vehicles. If the thought is that only 

people who own a cottage on the lake can 

use the ramp, who will monitor that?

5. Who is responsible for liability? As 

that was what terminated the use of the 

ramp which we used for years.

6. With the new bylaw that the council is 

considering, restricting any change in the 

shoreline, this will certainly affect the area 

where they are proposing. The shoreline is 

covered in trees, which means they would 

have to be all cut down.
The previous assessment of your council 

should stand. The practicality (place and 

cost) of building the ramp in this location 

isn’t viable.

Wilf and Sybil Longley 
Minden Hills

April Martin sent in this photograph of her dog in the fall leaves.

22” Yardworks Electric 
Snowblower, new Jan 
2020  $150.00 call Stan 
613-202-2527

Properties for sale – 1.5 
acre bldg lot, hwy 503, 
Irondale & 2 Booth 
St. Minden, zoned 
commercial call Joseph 
705-306-0979 

FOR SALE

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - If 
you have a problem with alcohol, 
contact A.A., We can help. 705-745-
6111. https://district82aa.org/Meeting-
Locations.html

AL ANON- WE CARE, are you 
troubled by someone’s drinking? 

Meetings: Thursdays 7 p.m., St. 
Anthony’s 27 Victoria Street, 
Haliburton, and Mondays 7 p.m. at 
Highland Hills United Church, 21 
Newcastle, Rear Entrance, Minden. 
1-888-4AL-ANON (1-888-425-2666) 
al-anon.org  All are welcome.

NOTICES
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143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!NOW REOPENED!

Instru-mentally Unsound by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across

1 Rhyme scheme option

5 Prankster's exclamation

11 Johannesburg's ctry.

14 Art ___ ('20s design)

15 Permanent-press

16 Him, in Hamburg

17 Smuggling bongos and snares?

19 Killer group?

20 "Here, I'll do it"

21 Biz bigwig

22 Lively and fit

23 Garden party fare served by the 

Canadian Brass?

27 See 10-Down

28 No-nos for A-Rod, slangily

29 Barn raptors

33 Adviser Ann's rival sib

36 Swirly marble

38 '70s show starring a heroic teeny 

woodwind?

41 Does computer programming

42 Prepare laundry

43 Vanilla amts.

44 Intimidate

46 Not ___ long shot

48 Words to a pushy music store 

saleslady?

54 Lit. collection

55 Angkor ___ (Cambodian temple)

56 "Let's make like a banana and 

___"

58 Space station name meaning 

"peace"

59 Marksman with a distaste for 

angel music?

62 Hagen of the play "Key Largo"

63 Creamy puff pastry

64 Having both oars in the water, 

so to speak

65 Study of the mind: Abbr.

66 Quick draw?

67 Tam-wearer's traditional tongue

Down

1 Supplementary: Abbr.

2 Baguette-toter's topper in 

memes

3 Opposite of chronic

4 Punctuational pause

5 Lion's lunch, maybe

6 Ending for bass or ball

7 Add a tinge of colour

8 Old yeller of news

9 ___ Roll (class's brightest)

10 "Life of Pi" director, with 27-

Across

11 "Washboard" feature

12 Infield fly catcher, often

13 Some Raggedy dolls

18 Not imagined

22 It can be a turnoff at the water 

cooler

24 Sans "rocks"

25 IOUs

26 Alligator-stocked defense

29 Not requiring an Rx

30 Christie creations, informally

31 Taken down the garden path

32 Christie's Poirot, for one

34 Rain-___ bubble gum

35 ___ mate (healthy tea)

37 Wide shoe sizes

39 Has no life?

40 Hellish waterway

45 Ruler-on-desk sound

47 "I ___ done with this!"

48 Clog in the works

49 "Copperhead Road" singer Steve

50 He gets toasted in Irish pubs, 

briefly

51 Strike ___ (model for the camera)

52 Place to take a spouse

53 Demeanours

57 Leaves' home

59 "___ So Shy" (1980 hit)

60 "Not my mistake" note

61 Letters for the queen

CROSSWORD 
sponsored by Ken** Barry

KEN BARRY, Broker
705-754-5280 - ken@kenbarry.com           

Out Standing in his Field



• 2 Bedroom Home on a 6 Acre Parcel
• Year Round Municipal Access, Ample Parking
•  Garage, Shed, New Metal Roof, No 

Maintenance Siding
•  Basement with Walkout, Hardwood/So� wood Floors
• Comes Turn Key Ready to Enjoy

$269,900   NORTH SHORE ROAD 

www.royallepagelakesofhaliburton.ca

Minden 
705-286-1234

Kinmount 
705-488-3060

Haliburton 
705-457-2414

TEAM

  *Sales Representative(s)   ** Broker of Record  **CRA

 TRILLIUMTEAM.CA
For more listings, visit

“One phone call to 
the offi  ce! Chris 

James contacted. We 
agreed on an asking 
price. Within a week 

I got an off er!! I 
Accepted. SOLD!!! 

THANK YOU”

�Lawrence E.  
Bacon Road

705-457-2414 ext 27

    LAKES 
HALIBURTON

of
Brokerage Independently Owned & Operated

Anthony 
vanLieshout** 

Marcia 
Bell*

Chris 
James*

Erin 
Nicholls*

Chris 
Smolarz*

MEET THE

• Vacant waterfront building lot on dead-end road.
• 1.48 acre lot with 125 feet of clean shoreline.
• Shore Road Allowance owned.
• In an enclave of high-end properties.
• South facing.

 WHITE LAKE - VACANT LOT $399,000

• 2+1 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1570 Sq Ft Bungalow
• Level Landscaped Yard, Circular Driveway, 1.6 Acre
• Partially Finished Basement, Spacious Workshop Area
• Double Detached Garage With More Workshop/Storage
• Small 3rd Bay Garage Parking Area

$419,900   HIGHWAY 118
• Renovated Historic Kinmount Church
• Cathedral Ceilings, Lo� , Hardwood Floors
• Large Master Bedroom with Walkout
• Walking Distance to Restaurants, Groceries, Park
• Own a Piece of History and Make it Your Own

$299,900 DICKSON ROAD

• Low Maintenance 3+1 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom Home
• 101 Ft Clean Shoreline, Deep Water o�  Docks End
• Detached Lakeside Deck/Dock Area with Hydro
• Finished Lower Level with Walkout
• Comes Turn Key Ready to Enjoy

$899,000 LT. BOSHKUNG LAKE

• Fully-furnished, winterised cottage or home on water.
• Year-round municipally maintained road.
• White Lake is one of the cleanest lakes and low density.
• Private 1.3 AC lot w/gated drive & 125 �  of clean shoreline.
• An amazing � oating boat house included

RUSSELL DRIVE - WHITE LAKE. $879,000

STEVE BRAND* 
705-488-3060
cell/text 416-271-6844 • steve@stevebrand.ca

VACANT LOTS
•  $649,900 – Hwy 118 & 35, 

Commercial Lot, Endless Possibilities 
•  $499,900 – Kashagawigamog Lake, 

110 Ft Fr., 0.88 Ac, Sunset Views
•  $374,900 – Percy Lake, 130 Ft Fr., 0.67 

Ac., Sand Shoreline
•  $119,900 – Milburn Rd, 642 Ft Fr., 

23.29 Ac., Scenic Creek
•  $99,900 – Hwy 118, Double Lot, 722 

Ft Fr., 9.44 Ac
•  $69,900 – East Rd, 510 Ft Fr., 1.5 Ac., 

Hydro / Bell At Property

• Clean sand shoreline with expansive views
• Year rounds access, 4 season cottage/home
• Extensive 450 sq �  lakeside deck
• Totally renovated 1076 sq �  4 bedrooms
• Comes furnished and ready to enjoy!

$774,900 KUSHOG LAKE

$5,500,000  PRIVATE LAKE
•  267 acres of rolling topography with mature sugar 

maple trees
•  30 acre private lake stocked with Bass, quiet and 

serene
•  Stunning “dry stack” granite landscaping , geothermal 

heating and cooling

•  2008 built architecturally green energy 
e�  cient designed

•  6000 sq � , 5 beds, 5 baths, 2- 30x40 winterized shops 
and a studio

•  Visit www.1342barry.com for additional information 
on this custom home

SOLD!

CATHY BAIN* 
705-457-2414 ext.44
Cell: 705-854-1553 • cathybain@live.ca

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

Navigate the real estate market 
with an expert.

Call me today for a free 
consultation.

SOLD!

SOLD!

• 120 �  of clean deep waterfront with Panoramic views
• 1900 sq �  2+1 bedroom, 2 bathrooms
• Insulated/heated garage with 2 rooms and bathroom
•  Extensive lakeside decking, lakefront deck areas 

with dock
• Many upgrades, comes furnished ready to enjoy!

$999,900 LITTLE KENNISIS LAKE

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

MARGIE PRESTWICH* 
705-286-1234 ext.223
Cell: 705-306-0491 • margieprestwich@live.ca

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!


